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‘CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
A special Christmas program will 

be presented by dance, drama and 
music students of the North Carolina 
School of the Arts at 7:30 p.m. Wed

nesday, Dec. 17, in the main auditor
ium at the School of the Arts.

The program will be open to the 
public without charge, but it has 
been planned especially for families 
of students, faculty and staff as an 

all-school Christmas performance. 
Philippe Buhler of the music faculty 
is program co-ordinator.

The first part of the program 
will feature Christmas music by the 
School of the Arts Chorus with Robert 
Ward, president of the school, as 

conductor, and a performance of 
Corelli's Christmas Concerto^ by the 
student chamber orchestra with Mare 

Gottlieb, first violinist of the 

Claremont String Quartet, as conduc
tor.

The chorus will sing: Wolaum 
Yole^ by Benjamin Britten; Mary at 
the Cribi by Cesar Franck; Break Forth 
Oh Beauteous Heavenly Lights by Bach;
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Cynthia Darlow as Julie provides 
an apt foil to Liliom's brusqueness. 
Her understated acceptance of her 
rash husband comes as close as possi
ble, I thought, to making sense for 
the audience of Molnar's insistence 
that the beating was important to his 
play. James Stubbs' Ficsur does 
great damage to Molnar's concept of 
the archetypical bad guy; Stubbs' 

creation is a human one, one with de

sires that, simply, only crime can 
fulfill.

Finally, because Liliom is not 
a "Playwright's show", it must be 
the director's. Mr. Murray accom
plished a minor miracle here. The 

play has little in the way of viable 
subtext; Mr. Murray has- coached his 
actors into a liveliness that could 
not exist if his characters did not 
have an inner life bordering on the 

magical. In the scenes that had no 
possibility of succeeding in Molnar's 
terms, he substituted actions that 
worked. In principle, I object to 
such manhandling of a script; in the 
theatre, however, I applaud his making 
the play happen. He made cuts that 
saved us embarrassing moments (no one 

could believe how Liliom's suicide 
scene ends, nor could one believe the 
last five minutes of the last scene) 
and, simultaneously, made sure that 

the values of the play were not dissi
pated into utter trivia.

If there are major objections to 
the handling of the actors, I would 

suggest that the stage was not used 
as fully as it might have been. The 
prologue was full of exciting move
ment and changing focal points (though 
I did not much care for the occasional 
freezes); the rest of the play moved 
only when necessary, and, it seemed, 

the lines could not really sustain

GreensZeeveSj arranged by Channing 
Lefebbre, and Come Ye to Bethlehem^ 
arranged by Katherine Davis. Margo 
Garrett of Raleigh is piano accom
panist .

The second half of the program 
will be a performance of The Christmas 
Story. The text is from the Gospel, 
according to Saint Luke. The 
Christmas Story interpreted in dance, 
narration and music was directed and 
choreographed by Duncan Noble of 

the dance faculty. It was performed 
at Wake Forest University three 
years ago and on WSJS television.

The Camerata Singers under the 
direction of Buhler are featured in 
The Christmas Story.

Narrators are drama students 
Cynthia Darlow of Hampton, Virginia 
and Gary Beach of Alexandria, Vir
ginia.

Dancers are Sharon Filone of 
Norristown, Pennsylvania as Mary;

Kirby Wade of Fort Myers, Florida 
as Joseph; Leland Schwantes of 
Montreat as the angel and one of the

LILIOM
NEEDED- Female to hand out folders 
each Saturday at Boh 's Minute Car 
Wash on Waughtown Street. Earn 
Christmas money. Contact Manager.

the staging. Perhaps because of 
this, Mr. Murray chose some tricks 
that didn't seem, to me, to work 

entirely. For example, the final 
scene, in which Lillom returns to 
earth, moved strongly to the proof 
that Liliom deserved heaven, but 
the fantasy portrayal of his slapp
ing his daughter did not seem to 
add to the point. In effect, that 
criticism is a compliment to both 
the actors and to Mr. Murray; the 
scene was succeeding on its own 
terms, the intervention of the 
fantastic was not necessary. And,

I thought, the re-entrance of the 
Bartok-violin at the very end in
dicated a lack of surety a fear

that the scene might not make it; 
therefore plug in the sure-fire 
violin. Happily, that, too, wasn't 
necessary.

In short, Mr. Murray accom

plished perhaps more than he inten

ded; the poverty of the play was over

come; the actions of the characters 
were clear and honest; the direction 
was sound, dynamic, and sometimes 
exciting; Charles Evans' set pro
vided the proper seasoning to 
Murray's direction; the actors 
found values in themselves that the 

play somehow neglected to provide 
for them; the audience found more 
in the production than the senti

mental trivia the bare script in
sists upon. Liliom comes off as a 
handsome and delicately successful 
production; Molnar wins but only 

because his team worked harder than he.
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YE A R B O O K  STAFF MEETING

The year boo k staff will meet 
Wednesday, December 10, at 12:30 
in Room 315 of the Main Building.

All those who are interested 
In photography for the yearbook 
are encouraged to attend the meet- 
i ng.

Pians for the exact style and 
theme of the yearbook wi M  be d e 
cided upon. A M  staff members and 
interested people should attend.

shepherds; Alexander Keyser of 

Shenendoah, Virginia and Alan 
Berryhill of Raleigh as the other 
shepherds.

Musicians are Deborah Henry 
of Monaca, Pennsylvania, oboe; 
Renee Siebert of Richmond, Vir

ginia, flute; and Lynn Bernhardt 
of Lenoir, percussion.
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W.S.J.S Television announced 
the airing dates for the N.C. School 
of the Arts television special. The 
children's Christmas special, called 
CHRISTMAS IS, by Ira David Wood III, 
will be aired twice: at 7:00 o'clock

P.M. on Christmas Eve, andggain at 
A:00 o'clock on Christmas Day. The 
station is WSJS CHANNEL 12, Winston- 
Salem, N.C.

Remarks concerning the tele
vision show from station officials 
have been very complementary. One 
official said that it was the best 
locally produced show the station 
has ever done. In fact, the station 
has entered a copy of the show in a 
contest with other stations.

CHRISTMAS IS, the book, lyrics, 
and music, was written by David Wood, 
a twenty-two year old Acting Major 
in the School of Drama. The entire 
show was produced entirely by stu
dents from the Arts School. Robert 
Ward, President of the School, made 
his television debut as Santa Claus.

Other m.embers of the cast are 
To3miaker: Buddy Gordon; Johnny:

Robert Gerry; Christmas Tree: Gary 
Beach; Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer: 
Stanley Bernstein; and Scrooge:
David Sutor. The Toy Doll is played 
by Marilyn McIntyre.

Channel 5 (WRAL) in RAleigh, 
and Channel 3 (WBTV) in Charlotte 
will also definitely carry the show. 

Other possible stations include: 
Washington, N.C., Greenville, Bris
tol, Va., and Lynchburg, Va. The 
airing dates will be announced later _ 

if the show is definitely scheduled.


