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Student Aid To Colleges & Universities, 1995-96
(in millions)

Federal Loans 
($28,707)

Institutional and 
Other Grants 

($9,962)

Federal Grants 
and Work-Study 

($8,657)

State Grant 
Programs 
($3,021)

17% 6%

Average college costs increase by 
five percent, outpacing inflation
The College Press Service

N E W  Y O R K - T h e  

cost o f college tuition will con

tinue to outpace inflation this 

year, and students are borrow 

ing more than ever to get de 

g re e s ,  a c c o rd in g  to  a new  

study.

“1 had scholarsh ips 

and parental support for co l

lege, [but] have been relying 

on loans—about $50 ,000—for 

graduate school,” said D erek 

Larson, a doctoral student in 

history at Indiana University.

H is  w ife  is a lso  a 

g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t ,  and  they  

w onder how they’ll pay o ff  the 

loans, he said.

“ I e x p e c t  w e ’ll be 

lucky to pay o ff  our debt in 10 

years after finding w ork, as

sum ing  we can both find jo bs  

in our respective fields at all,” 

he said. “ I feel quite insecure 

about the financial future my

investm ent m ay bring.”

A ccord ing  to a College 

B oard  survey released Sept. 25, 

students at four-year public  co l

leges and universities can expect 

to pay about six percent m ore this 

year for tuition. T h a t’s about $ 155 

m ore than last year.

F o u r - y e a r  p r iv a te  

s ch o o ls  b o o s ted  u n d erg rad u a te  

tuition this year by five percent, 

w hich m eans students will have to 

pay about $607 m ore.

R o o m  an d  b o a rd  a lso  

ju m p ed  an average o f  six percent, 

o r  $220, at p ub lic  co lleg es  and 

universities, and about four per

cent, o f  $195, at private schools, 

the study found.

D o n a ld  M . S te w a r t ,  

p res iden t o f  the C ollege  B oard , 

said that desp ite  costs  that “ are 

daunting to many, for most A m eri

cans, the fact rem ains that college 

is still accessible—especially in light 

o f financial aid currently available.”

Study finds teacher prep needs 
overhaul to achieve school reform
The College Press Service

W A S H I N G T O N -  

N ot ju s t students, but teach 

ers m ust achieve higher stan 

dards if  school reform  is g o 

ing to succeed, according to a 

report released Sept. 12.

The refKjrt, issued by 

the N ational C om m iss ion  on 

Teaching and A m erica ’s F u 

ture, said colleges m ust do a 

better job  o f tra in ing prospec 

tive teachers to handle  such 

tasks as com puter instruction 

and  w o rk in g  w ith  c h i ld re n  

with learning disabilities.

T h e  re p o r t ,  “ W h a t 

M atters M ost: T each ing  for 

A m erica’s Future,” is the re 

sult o f  a tw o -y ea r  study  o f  

school, college, and state gov 

ernm ent practices that hinder 

ch i ld ren ’s learning. It urges

colleges to make teacher education 

a five-year program , w hich would 

require four years o f  study in a 

particular discipline follow ed by a 

year o f  intensive w ork in schools.

It also asks that legisla 

tors and educators require all co l

leges o f  education to meet the stan

dards o f  the National Council o f  

A ccreditation o f  Teacher E duca 

tio n  (N C A T E )  by 2 0 0 6  o r  be  

closed.

A ccord ing  to the report:

•M ore than 40 states a l

low  districts to hire teachers w ho 

have not m et basic requirem ents.

•M ore than 12 percent o f 

new  teachers beg in  w ithout any 

training, w hile another 14 percent 

have not m et state standards.

•Thirty percent o f  beg in 

n ing teachers leave the profession 

within five years o f  entering.

Election year budget 
battle boon to students
Congress, president agree to largest 
Pell Grant increase in 20 years

Stewart urged students 

and  fam il ie s  to  keep  co llege  

costs in perspective, noting that 

a m ajority o f  students pay less 

than $4,000 per year. Only about 

five percent o f  college students 

attend the highest-priced univer

s i t ie s  tha t ch a rg e  m o re  than  

$20,000 per year, he said.

The study by the C ol

lege B oard , an assoc ia tion  o f  

about 3 ,000 colleges, also found 

that federal aid is available to 

students at a record level—m ore 
than $50 billion.

B ut m ost s tuden t-a id  

grow th has com e in the form  o f  

federa l loans, sa id  L a w ren ce  

G ladieux, executive d irector for 

policy analysis  at the C ollege 

B o a rd ’s W ashington office. In 

1995-96, federal loan program s 

provided $29 billion in aid to stu- 

d en ts -5 7  percent o f  all available 

aid.
See COSTS, page 5

By Charles Dervarics 
College Press Service

W A S H IN G T O N -Ju s t 

w eeks before the election. Presi

dent Clinton and the Republican- 

con tro lled  C o ng ress  have ap 

proved far-reaching gains in stu

dent financial aid that exceeded 

even the m ost optim istic  fore 

casts o f  education advocates.

"The budget we agreed 

to...contains the biggest increase 

in Pell Grant scholarships in 20 

years," President C lin ton said 

Sept. 30 after the W hite House 

a n d  c o n g r e s s io n a l  le a d e r s  

reached  the end  o f  m a ra thon  

negotiating sessions.

T h e  a g re e m e n t  p r o 

v ides a m axim um  Pell G rant o f 

$ 2 ,7 0 0 ,  an in c re a se  o f  $23 0  

ab o v e  the cu rren t level. T he  

W hite  House first proposed the 

$2,700 level six m onths ago in a 

budget m ost law m akers called 

"dead on arrival" at its introduc

tion.

T he figure is also sig 

nificantly higher than recent Re

publican student-aid  proposals. 

T he H ouse proposed a $2,500 

grant and the Senate R epub li
cans coun te red  w ith  a $2 ,600  

m ax im um  only 10 days prior to 

the budget agreem ent.

L o b b y is t s  a t t r ib u te d  

the change to fear that the W hite 

H ouse  m ight p rovoke another 

government shutdown to em bar

rass Congressional Republicans 

ju s t  b e fo re  the  e lec tio n . But 

G O P  leaders were intent on not 

a llow ing  the president to take 

credit for increases in Pell and 

other programs.

"We've increased edu 

cation spending o ff  the board," 

said Rep. Randy C unningham  

(R-Calif.), one o f  a num ber o f 

l a w m a k e r s  w h o  c r i t i c i z e d  

D e m o c ra ts  fo r  ta k in g  u n fa ir  

shots at the G O P  on education.

Overall, the final agree

ment contains an additional $3.5 

billion for education above the 

budget for fiscal 1996, w hich 

expired Sept. 30.

"It 's  the  b es t b u d g e t 

that w e 've had in a long time," 

said D avid M erkowitz, director 

o f public affairs for the A m eri

can Council on Education. "We 

certainly w ould  hope that this 

w ould  not be a one-year w o n 

der."

M erkowitz, w ho char

acterized the education cuts pro

p o s e d  la s t  y e a r  as  " t ru ly  

Draconian," credited grassroot 

student cam paigns for educating 

mem bers o f Congress on student 

aid and m aking  it an election- 

year "litm us test issue." "The 

overall picture on student aid is 

overw helm ingly positive. We've 

com e a long w ay since January 

1995," he said.

A m ong  other student-

a id  p r o g r a m s ,  w o r k - s tu d y  

em erged as a clear w inner with 

an increase o f  $213 million, or 

34  percen t. T he bill provided 

$830 million for these programs, 

w hich goes a long w ay toward 

m eeting a W hite House goal of 

$1 billion in funding by the end 

o f  the century.

T h e  a g re e m e n t  a lso  

dropped a House plan to term i

nate new capital contributions 

for Perk ins Loans, a cam pus- 

based program. The final plan 

allotted $158 million, the same 

as the president’s request. This 

am ount is also $90 million more 

than the level floated in a Sen

ate-proposed  com prom ise  last 

month.

Here is how the agree

ment affected o ther higher edu

cation programs:

•State Student Incen

tive Grants: T he pact earmarked 

$50 million, up significantly from 

current funding and earlier GOP 

p la n s . T h e  H o u se  o r ig in a l ly  

w an te d  to te rm in a te  the  p ro 

gram , w hile  the Senate  co un 

tered w ith  $13 million.

•Supplem ental E duca

tional Opportunity  Grants; T he 

agreem ent provided $583 m il

lion, the sam e as 1996 funding.
• T R I O :  C o n g r e s s

agreed to $500 million, up $37 

million from 1996 for a program 

that help recruit d isadvantaged 

students for college.

See STUDENT AID, page 5

•Fewer than 75 percent 

o f all teachers have studied child 

developm ent and have degrees 

in their teaching subject areas.

“ N o m ore  h ir ing  u n 

qualified teachers on the sly,” the 

report says. “No more nods and 

w inks at teacher education p ro 

gram s that fail to prepare teach

ers properly. No more tolerance 

for incompetence in the class

room .”
A cco rd in g  to the re 

port, because o f  changing dem o

graphics, the nation must replace 

half its teacher workforce within 

10 years . T he  D epartm en t o f 

E ducation  p red ic ts  the public  

school teaching force will grow  

from 2.8 million teachers in 1991 

to 3.3 million by 2002.

Flying high

..

The M onarch Dancers dem onstrate  the ir  skill and nexibility du ring  a halftime perform ance a t the football 
game against Salisbury State Sept. 21. From  left to right are  M eredith  Wolter, Leslie M iller (front), M argaret 

Parrish , and Stephanie Legg. (Photo by Jam ee Lynch)
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MC students, faculty feel prepared to meet 
challenges facing educators in today’s schools
By Mike McDermott 
Editor

A  r e c e n t  s tu d y  h a s  

found a d is tu rb ing  num ber o f  

teachers leaving the field o f  edu

cation. It seem s that many do 

not feel ready to deal w ith the 

problem s that they are facing in 

schools today. With the growth 

o f  the population, as well as the 

crime rate, teachers are having 

to deal with issues and situations 

that have not been p rom inent in 

the past. There are those who

still w ish to rem ain in the field, 

as well as those w ho plan to en 

ter it, despite the issues that they 

will inevitably face.

There are solutions to 

the problem. At M ethodist C ol

lege, which is NCATE approved, 

ed uca tion  o f  fu ture  te ach e rs  

seem s to  be the p red om inan t 

m ethod o f  dealing  w ith today’s 

academ ic d ilem m a. It seem s a 

co m m on  b e l ie f  tha t s o c ie ty ’s 

w oes have found their way into 

the classroom , but can and will

be overcom e. It is also believed 

that teachers are, for the most 

p a r t ,  p re p a re d  e d u c a t io n a l ly  

upon leaving college, but som e 

th ink  tha t there  cou ld  be im 

provem ent in specific aspects o f 

daily life in the profession.

Dr. Gilda Benstead, the 

director o f  the M ethodist C ol

le g e  D iv is io n  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  

said, “The students must pass re

quired  intensive training in cu r

riculum  and they are admitted 

(into teaching) only after achiev

in g  c o m p e te n c y  by  p a s s in g  

PR A X IS I.” It is agreed am ong 

M eth o d is t C o lleg e  ed uca tio n  

students and professors that the 

educational foundation is well 

intact.

T here  are  co n tin g en 

cies, however, w hich can lead to 

confusion for new  teachers, but 

as m athem atics professor Mrs. 

Patricia Jones states, “O ne can 

not be one hundred percent p re 

pared in every situation.”

See MC TEACHERS, page 5


