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Career Counseling and Placement offers variety of services

It’s not too soon for career planning
By Sonya Sparks M urdock  

Staff  W riter
I f  y o u  th ink  M e th o d is t ’s 

C areer Services office is ju s t  for se

niors who need some resume-writing 

tips, guess again. W hether y o u ’re a 

freshman or a senior or som ething in 

b e tw een , you  shou ld  stop  by  and 

mai<e an appointm ent with the new 

Director o f  Career Services Eva Bell.

Bell encourages all students 

to register with her for entrance in

terviews to assess each pe rso n ’s ca 

reer choices based on his/her person

ality, interests and strengths. This will 

ensure that students d o n ’t waste time 

and money in the w rong major. “ I 

like to see (students) their freshman 

year,” says Bell, so that she can bet

ter assist them  in making decisions 

throughout their college careers.

Students should start look

ing for summer internships now, since 

some jobs, such as those with the state 

governm ent and in W ashington, DC, 

are highly competitive. Bell encour

ages students to do internships. “ I ’m 

big on internships because (students) 

may think, ‘this is m y major,’ but then 

w hen they get (to the internships), 

they think, ‘I really hate th is’ and end 

up changing their majors.” She also 

stresses that internships can often lead 

to career opportunities for students 

who are nearing graduation. For in-

UPCOMING JOB FAIRS FOR SENIORS 
Septem ber 30

Fayetteville State University...Graduate and Professional Schools Fair 

October 14-15

Charlie Rose Agri-Expo Center...2nd Annual Cape Fear Job Fair 

November 11

McKlmmon Center, NCSU...Eastern NC Career Alliance Job Fair

November 24 

Methodist College...Teacher’s Job Fair 

(For December and May teaching graduates

* *  Eva Bell at the Career Services office needs students’ resumes by Sept. 24 

for those Interested in attending the job fa ir at NCSU on Nov. 11, since em 

ployers participating at this job fair will screen resumes beforehand. If there 

are enough students interested in attending this job fair, Bell may be able to 

provide transportation to Raleigh for this event.

formation on internships, see Eva Bell 

in the Career Services office.

Volunteer work, work studies, 

coopera tive  education  program s and 

fellowships are other effective methods 

to not only test the waters in your cho

sen field, but to get valuable job  experi

ence. In fact, Bell suggests participat

ing in “ anything that shows any activ

ity, like social groups, athletics, volun

teering, w ork studies, SGA and other 

clubs” to make yourself more com peti

tive in the jo b  market. For instance. 

Bell recalls, “ I had an employer once 

tell m e h e ’d much rather (hire) a stu

dent with a 2.7 GPA and a lot o f  ac 

tivities than a 3.8 GPA and all they 

did was study.”

T h in k in g  o f  c o n tin u in g  

your education in graduate school, 

instead o f  entering the work force 

immediately after graduation? Bet

ter keep those grades up around a 

3.0, then, Bell advises. And juniors

should already start researching their 

options to determine which schools of

fer which programs. The C areer Ser

v ice s  o ff ice  can  a ss is t  s tu d e n ts  by 

searching the Internet for school infor

mation, and some schools, according to 

Bell, will even visually walk students 

th rough  their  cam p u ses  on free C D  

R O M s available through the Internet.

Admissions deadlines for most 

graduate programs are from N ovem ber 

to April, so Seniors should take entrance 

exam s as early as possible. Bell recom 

mends. For instance, the deadline to 

register for the G RE is Septem ber 24. 

Applications are available at the Career 

Services office. Room #7 in the Student 

Union near the bookstore. Office hours 

are from 8:00 am until 5:00 pm and Bell 

requests that students m ake appoin t

m ents for counseling. The phone num 

ber is 630-7279.

M any other services are o f 

fered, including; One-on-one assistance 

with resum e writing and interviewing 

skills, jo b  search sites listings on the 

Internet, local sum m er jo b  listings and 

jo b  fairs throughout the school year.

Eva Bell replaces last y e a r’s 

director, Paula Miller, who is now work

ing in Poland with the Peace Corps. Bell 

com es to M ethodis t  from  Germ any, 

where she worked as a Field C oordina

tor for the University o f  Oklahom a on 

a military installation.

Convocation addresses building trust
By A m anda Fellers 

Editor
Athletes were honored and the com m unity  o f  M ethodist College was 

encouraged not to lose sight o f  their purpose and to have trust in one another 

at the opening convocation Sept. 8.

Follow ing the R a inbow ’s End perform ance o f  “Build on the Rock,” 

Athletic D irector Rita W iggs recognized three athletes for their hard work in 

athletics as well as academics. Brian Floyd, w ho  graduated in May, was given 

the male scholar athlete o f  the year award for his success as the catcher on the 

baseball team and for his perform ance in the classroom. Sophom ore Erin 

U pdegrove won the same aw ard for the females. She started for the w om en’s 

basketball team  and was also a m em ber o f  the tennis team. The last award, the 

Sykes C up  honoring  the athlete o f  the year, was given to Jason Childers, who 

recently signed a contract to play professional basketball in Sweden.

Student Governm ent Association president Brett Davis addressed the 

audience and encouraged them  to set and work for their goals. Davis told a 

story about Fred Smith, a m an w ho never stopped trying to turn his ideas into 

reality. W hile in college. Smith wrote a paper about his ideas; he m ade a D on 

that paper. Today he is the founder o f  Federal Express. Davis said, “ I f  Smith 

can break through, so can we. D o n ’t let that D on your research paper stop 

you. Som etim es you ju s t  have to go for i t . . .d o n ’t lose sight o f  your purpose.” 

President Elton Hendricks focused on improving relationships within 

society by developing a high level o f  trust. He said that trust and team spirit 

are crucial elem ents in a na tion ’s success.

Hendricks asked an important question: “W ho can you trust? The 

governm ent? The FBI? A used car sales person? The college president?” He 

explained that in a com m unity  as diverse as ours, i t’s not easy to develop trust.
See C O N V O C A T IO N , page 2

Festival provides cultural experience
Staff Report

Want to try Scotch eggs? 

O r souvlaki? How  about bugoki? 

O r yakitori? Then com e to the 19th 

Annual International Folk Festival 

Sept. 27 in dow ntow n Fayetteville. 

The festival runs from II a.m. until 

6 p.m. and adm ission is free.

This event, sponsored by 

Fayetteville Partnership, Inc., will 

give com m unity  m em bers a chance 

to sam ple the sights, sounds, and 

flavors from m ore than 20 coun 

tries around the world.

Always a crowd pleaser,

the International Cafe will offer a 

sam pling o f  dishes from places such 

as France, India, Japan, Nigeria, 

Greece, Trinidad & Tobago, Jamaica 

and the D om inican Republic. The 

cafe will be set up on the Bow Street 

C om m ons and on Green Street in 

front o f  the Old City Hall building. 

There, cooks will fill the air with 

scents o f  exotic dishes such as fiifu 

with okra  and jo l lo f  rice with fried 

plantain and b e e f  from Nigeria, or 

arroz con polio from Panam a and 

bratw urst from Germany.

These specialties will cost 

will cost as little as 50 cents for 

pastries and up to $6 for a com 

plete plate. Some will offer ala 

carte items ranging in price from 

$1 to $4.

W hile ordering food, take 

a m inute to visit with the g roups’ 

m em bers who eagerly welcom e 

the opportunity to talk about their 

native cultures. According to 

Roger Vogel, the volunteer cafe 

coordinator, this y e a r ’s cafe will 

include a sit-down eating area

Guys’ tips to creating “dorm beautifuljj
By Colleen De Baise  

College Press Service

L av a  la m p s .  H a n g in g  

beads. Colored lightbulbs. W ith a 

few accessories that stark cram ped 

space can be transformed into The 

Dorm  Beautiful.

Just like choosing the right 

o u tf i t - sa y  a polyester bow ling shirt 

over a buttoned-dow n O xford—can 

define your personal style, so can 

some well-chosen items in your dorm 

room, say students.

“ I ’d say the way to go is 

tapestries,” offers Greg Niebur, an 

O h io  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  s e n io r ,  

referring to large sheets ofcolorfiilly  

tie-dyed fabric that add a touch o f  

c la s s  to  a n y  d o rm  ro o m . “ A nd  

y o u ’ve got to have a welcom e mat, 

inside or ou tside  you  do o r—like a 

little mat to wipe your feet on.”

Watch out, Martha Stewart.

“ Lava lam ps,” he continues. 

“T hey’re very popular. And big oriental 

rugs for dorm s without carpeting. I f  

there’s a spot for it, then hanging beads 

m aybe.”

Niebur, a former dorm dweller 

who now lives in an apartment, says he 

favors decorative touches that serve a 

purpose, like functional art. “Change 

your light bulb from normal white to 

som ething different [like] bright red or 

yellow,” he suggests. W hy? “ It gives 

[your room] som ething different from 

anyone else on the floor, and if  you 

open the windows bugs w on 't  come in.”

W h ile  N ie b u r  is j u s t  an 

ordinary college guy, the experts agree 

functional art is a good thing, especially 

for college students. Magnetic Poetry, 

for instance, is THE rage on college 

cam puses, according to its makers.

M agnetic  Poetry, as anyone

w ho looked closely at Mel G ibson’s 

apartm ent in “Conspiracy T heory” 

kno w s, c o n s is ts  o f  tons o f  little  

words stuck on magnets, handy for 

d e c o ra t in g  re f r ig e ra to rs .  D orm  

dwellers often string together words, 

particularly  p rovocative  ones like 

“ w a x i n g , ” “ s a u s a g e ” and  

“drooling,” to leave risque messages 

for room mates or friends.

N ew drinking gam es also 

have been inspired by “M ag Po,” the 

company says.

“ In the absence o f  fridges, 

students use file cabinets, lockers, 

dry erase boards, metal doorways, 

metal bookshelves and any other 

metal or magnet-friendly surface,” 

sa y s  Jo h n  L a r s o n ,  a c o m p a n y  

spokesperson. “ We even have an 

u n c o n f i r m e d  r e p o r t  o f  p e o p le  

sticking them to their braces and a 

metal plate in one w restler’s head.”

Others choose to adorn their 

room  with som e hot s igns—and yes, 

th a t’s hot as in stolen, a few students 

r e a d i ly  a d m i t .  A s fa r  a s  g o o d  

decorating tips are concerned, “ I think 

m ost revo lves around s tu ff  that you 

steal, ” says Matt Grace, a  jun io r at the 

University o f  Califom ia-Los Angeles.

At UCLA, a popular addition 

to the  dorm  room  is a large convex 

traffic m irror that normally lines Los 

Angeles streets. They look like giant 

contact lens, and th ey ’re really easy to 

s tea l,” says G race , ad d in g  that one 

adorns his wall. “You look at it and it 

distorts everything.”

A lso  g o o d ,  h e  s a y s ,  a re  

ban n ers  that you get from  sporting  

events” and posters from su rf  shops, 

ne ither o f  w hich  have to be sto len , 

necessarily.

Though his weekend agenda 

See D O R M , page 2

'  New SGA 
president 
willing to 
address 

questions, 
complaints

By Dawn Melvin  

Staff W riter
Methodist College has a 

new  Student Governm ent A sso 

ciation President this year, and his 

nam e is Brett Davis.

Davis, a ju n io r  and Pro

fessional G olf  Management major, 

knows that he will have the tasks 

o f  assisting students with prob

lems and showing leadership. He 

replaces Leon C lark who headed 

the organization last year.

Davis knew  Clark well. 

H e and Clark were Resident A d 

visors toge the r for a year, and 

Davis was on the SG A com m it

tee while Clark was SGA presi

dent. When asked how he thought 

Clark did as SG A president, he 

said, “He handled h im self  like a 

president should.”

D avis added, “ A SGA 

president m akes sure that every 

thing is taken care of, and you 

have to stay on top o f  everything 

and m ake sure that there is action 

taken.”
D a v is  e n jo y s  h e lp in g  

people and says he is willing to

hear questions or complaints about 

the services at M ethodist College. 

SG A ’s role to help accom m odate  

students and m ake them feel com 

fortable. S tudents suggestions or 

opinions are respected and encour

aged.

SG A  hopes to have  im 

provement in the cafeteria services 

this year. Davis and the other SGA 

m em bers w orked on this issue last 

year and even suggested that menus 

be printed and issued to resident stu

dents.

Davis said the reason im 

provements in the cafeteria are pro

gressing slowly is that M ethodist is 

not m aking m uch money in the caf

eteria, and to see improvements, stu

dents are go ing  to have to pay 

more.

D avis  said he is p leased 

with the new M ath and Com puter 

Science Building and the upgraded 

com puter system s which are a m a

jo r  im provem ent to Methodist. He 

added that he hopes in the future the 

college will provide Internet access 

from the dorms.

New dean seeks to 
build team concept

sheltered by canopies. This should 

help create a better pedestrian flow in 

the popular area.

After a quick bite, it will be 

time to shop. Vendors are coming 

from as far as Massachusetts. Take a 

look at their art, wooden giraffes, lions 

and banana fiber drawings. Maybe the 

glass-blowing demonstration will catch 

your eye, or maybe you’ll have your 

face painted. To satisfy that sweet 

tooth, indulge in funnel cake, cotton 

candy or ice cream.

See FO L K  FESTIVAL, page 2

By Alexandra Nulle D um m er  

Staff  W riter

Learning and team  focus 

are the them es o f  the new  Dean o f  

Students Kim Dowd. She is filling 

the shoes o f  M ike Safley, w ho  was 

the Dean o f  Students at M ethodist 

for 10 years. Safley is now  C E O  o f  

the Methodist Hom e for Children in 

Raleigh.

As Dean, D o w d ’s jo b  is 

to, “ supervise areas that affect stu

dents lives outside the c lassroom .|” 

These areas include: residence Iif4, 

health services, public safety, the 

din ing hall, activities, career ser

vices, counseling, cam pus ministry, 

international student services, com- 

m u n i ty  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m ,  th e  

cheerleading team, and dance team. 

She also m anages to concentrate on 

all o f  these things despite the con

tinuous sound o f  ping-pong from be

hind her door.

Dowd previously served as 

Assistant Dean for Academ ic Ser

vices, academic advisor for IDS 110, 

and supervised the new student ori

entation program. “ I ’ve been pleas

antly surprised by the sm ooth tran

sition,” she said. “ I think it ’s be 

cause o f  staff and student support.”

D ow d has specific goals for 

her first year as dean. “ I guess m y big 

thing is creating a sense o f  team within 

the student life departm ent,” she said. 

“We all do such different things, but 

our overall philosophy and mission is 

the same. We w ant to provide op 

portunities for students to develop as 

whole people.”

After all, learning opportu

nities outside the classroom  include 

social, sp ir i tu a l , and emotional ones. 

Wilford Saunders, Assistant Dean for 

Student Services, says, “ She has al

ways been one who is a strong leader. 

She’s good at putting things together 

and m aking it work. She has gained 

the respect o f  the staff and has brought 

the s ta ff even closer to g e th e r”

Shawn Hartman, president 

o f  the Resident Hall Association and 

m em ber o f  Student G overnm ent A s

sociation, says Dow d is “very caring, 

and dedicated.' Always fiill o f  smiles.”' 

D o w d  w a n ts  s tu d e n ts  to 

know  that “any concern o f  theirs is a 

concern o f  mine. I w ant to help them 

in any way I can. I feel fortunate to. 

have the opportunity to do this.”

Saunders added, “The jo b  

could not have gone to a  better per

son.”
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