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MC Suffers from Housing Problem
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Staff Writer

A fter a m uch needed sum m er  

break m any juniors and seniors 

attending M ethodist C o llege  returned 

this fall to fiijd that they had now here  

to stay. A s ev ery o n e  w as later 

informed tliere w ere som e sligtit 

d elays in the constm ction  o f  ihe 

C ape Fear C o m m o n s Phase II 

apartments.

S tudents that are supposed  to 

be residing in these apartments have  

been informed that the "updated' 

m o v e in date w ill be during the 

w eek en d  o f  S ep tem b er 14'*' for the 

C o m m o n s D  section. I'his o f  course  

is excellen t n ew s for those o f  you  

liv ing with tw o  other people in a suite 

sty le  room. It is  not such  great n ew s  

for those scheduled  to live  in sections  

E and F  o f  the C o m m o n s , because  

these  section s are rum ored to be 

finished in yet a fe w  m ore w eeks.

T lie d elays are contributed in 

part to the construction com p an y’s

rapid pace ov er  the sum m er creating  

a lack in necessary supplies to finish  

the C o m m on s. A ccord in g  to Rob  

Forem an, D irector o f  H ousing  and 

R esidence L ife, and A sh ley  James, 

Assistant Director o f  H ousing and 

R esidence L ife , during the latter part 

o f  July construction w as in fact aliead  

o f  schedu le, but due to this fact the 

constm ction  com pany ran short o f  

m any materials needed  to finish the 

buildings interior, such as sheet rock. 

C onstruction w as furtlier delayed  

because o f  m alfunctioning sprinkler 

system s in the building.

A nother cau se  for the current 

lack o f  housing on M ethodist 

C ollege's  cam pus is that adm issions  

for residential students are at an all 

tim e high. It is a standard practice

for m ost co lleg es  to “overbook” the 

amount o f  available on site housing  

due 10 the fact that there is usually a 

fair potential to lo se  som e students 

by the last day to drop and add 

classes.

Tliis year how ever, that number 

did not quite m ake enough space for 

the number o f  already displaced  

students to be accom m odated  

comfortably. A lso  contributing to the 

large residential population w as the 

number o f  reairning students, the 

influx o f  new  students, and the large 

majority o f  recently deposited  

students (i.e. peop le w h o  wait until 

the last minute to pay their housing  

fees).

The consequences o f  this minor 

catastrophe have caused  so m e rather 

uncomfortable living situations for 

students. There are exam p les o f  

three peop le in tw o  person suites, 

scheduled  sing le  room s have added 

guests, and the majority o f  R esidence  

A dvisors are n ow  sharing their room s  

as w ell. T hese conditions 

are m aking for a dis- 

grunded student body on 

campus, while still main­

taining the campus housing 

policy. T he policy  is to 

keep  e v e iy o n e  housed  and 

taken care o f  w hile  residing 

at M ethodist C ollege.

W hat students may  

not be  aware o f  is the fact 

that all students, less the 

sm all portion that resei'ved 

room s and paid fees late, 

are being com pensated  for the 

trouble. S o m e  are being refunded a 

portion o f  their board ch;u"ges.

A ll R esidence A dvisors are 

receiving a five-dollar per day 

c o v er  charge for their added  

guests, w hich  they w ill be paid 

upon the m o v e  out date o f  said  

guest in a lump sum.

Students staying in triple 

room s are also receiving benefits 

in the form  o f  a tw o-thirds board­

ing charge. Tliat is each m em ber  

in the room w ill on ly  be charged  

two-thirds o f  the standard resi­

dence hall fee . A ll o f  these  

students w ere also  g iven  the 

option  o f  a schoo l provided  

storage facility, just o f f  cam pus, to 

put their personal belongings in

due to a lack o f  sp ace  in the resi­

dence hall rcKims, T his option has 

not been  used as readily as it w as  

m ade available tlius far. O nly one  

student has stored anything in the 

school supplied storage facility'.

Students that w ere schedu led  to 

be living in the C om m ons are also  

going  to be refunded the difference  

for the number o f  days tliey were  

displaced in ;uiother residence hall. 

T h ese  students a lso  received  a 14 

m eal per w eek  plan from the school 

at n o  cost. --

T h ose  students w h o  ch o se  to  

m o v e o f f  cam pus due to the lack o f  

housing are go in g  to be refunded for 

the board they paid in advance.

O nly 9  students actually decided  that 

the living conditions were intolerable 

for the short construction delay.

T h ese  students w ere  not g iven  any o f  

the m eal priv ileges the other C o m ­

m o n s’ residents received , but they  

are able to use the storage sp ace  

currently provided by the school i f  

tliey w'ish.

it should  be noted  diat tlie 

co lle g e  has not broken any law s, and 

has not v iolated building or fire cod es  

with the current housing situation.

This is an aty'pical situation that 

M ethodist C o lleg e  is in. There is an 

extrem ely  large sUident body that 

must have shelter during a housing  

cm nch. and the administration is 

trying to be accom m odating  to the 

m asses to the best o f  their abilities. 

N ot an e a sy  task w hen  there is an 

extrem ely d ispleased student body  

being shuffled into ratlier sm all room s  

w ith  a lot o f  other peop le .
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