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Hazing lawsuit settled out of court
KENICHI YOKOTA 

Staff Writer

m
In the pas t  y e a r  a n d  a half ,  

fo rmer  Methodist  Col lege  football 

p la y e r  and  s tu d en t ,  Ken t M u rp h y  

t o o k  h i s  h a z i n g  c a s e  to  c o u r t  

aga ins t  M e th o d i s t  C o l l e g e  w h e re  

he lost, but  jus t  recently set tled out 

o f  co u r t  fo r  ah u n s p e c i f i e d  m o n ­

etary se t t lement.

M u r p h y  f i l e d  th e  l a w s u i t  

aga ins t  M ethod is t  Co l lege  in May 

2 0 0 3  a f t e r  a Nov.  11, 2 0 0 2  in c i ­

dent ,  in which  he c la im ed he was  a 

v i c t im  o f  h a z in g  by s e v e n  o f  his  

football  teammates .

M urphy  c la im ed  for u n sp ec i ­

fied actual and punitive damages of  

more than $10,000. M u rp h y ’s law­

yer, T ron  Faulk  said she  could  not 

reveal  the amount o f  the set t lement 

a l t h o u g h  M u r p h y  s t a te d  he w a s  

s a t i s f i e d  w i th  the  a m o u n t ,  but  it 

could never change what  happened 

to him according  to the Fayetteville 

O bse rver .

A c c o r d i n g  to  F a u l k ,  th e  

s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  reach ed  on M arch
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The Methodist Monarch Football Team continued into a succesful season after 
the eveents that affected 8 of their players.
Chris Ronkettii leads the football team into a season of recovery after the hazing 
events.

5 while Murphy and his family con ­

f i r m e d  it tw o  w e e k s  ago .  O n  

M a rc h  17, 2 0 0 4 ,  the cou r t  d i s ­

missed the law'suit.

T h e  d e f e n d a n t  E l t o n  

H e n d r ic k s ,  P re s id e n t  o f  M e t h o d ­

ist C o l l e g e  and  h is  l a w y e r  Rod 

Pett ey  r e m a in e d  s i len t  a bou t  the 

case  a c co rd ing  to the Fayet tevi l le  

Obse rver .

The timeline leading up to this 

set t lement is below:

• Nov. 11. 2 0 0 2  -  M u rp h y  

c la im ed  he w as  hazed  by seven  of 

his teammates

• Within same year, M e th o d ­

ist College  cam pus  police charged 

all seven players.
The college expelled one foot ­

ball player and placed the other si.x 

on disciplinary probation

• J a n u a r y  2 0 0 3 ,  a s t a t e  

Cour t  o f  A p p e a l s  d i s m is s e d  the 

c a m p u s  p o l i c e  c h a r g e s ,  a n d  

C u m b e r la n d  C oun ty  S h e r i f f s  o f ­

f ice c h a rg e d  one  p la y e r  w i th  2'“'- 

d eg ree  sex u a l  a s sau l t  and  th ree  

with misdemeanor  hazing

• M arch  2 0 0 3 ,  a g r a n d  ju ry  

dec ided  no p laye rs  w e re  in d ic ted

on any  charges .

M a y  2 0 0 3 ,  K e n t  

M u rp h y  and his  fam i ly  f i led  

the lawsuit  against  Methodis t  

College
July 2003 ,  M e th o d ­

i s t  c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h  

Cumber land  County  S h e r i f f s  

of f ice  to provide c a m p u s  p o ­

lice
M e th o d i s t  has  c h a n g e d  

som e  po lic ie s s ince  the  Nov.  

11 incident , which  include the 

Cumber land  County  S h e r i f f s  

Office policing on campus and 

adding  a haz ing  outl ine to the 

s c h o o l ’s ju d i c i a l  c o d e  in the 

s t u d e n t  h a n d b o o k ,  w h i c h  

w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t  J a n .  7"', 

2 003 .  in it, a s t u d e n t  f o u n d  

guilty o f  inappropriate b eh av ­

ior will have “a min im um pen ­

alty o f  p roba tion  and may re ­

ceive a m ax im um  penalty o f  expu l ­

s i o n . ’’ T h e  code  a lso  sa id  if  a s t u ­

dent “ is found guilty of  having v io ­

la ted  the  N o r th  C a r o l i n a  h a z in g  

status,” the student wil l be expelled 

f rom college.
Methodist  also requires ath­

le te s  to r ead  a h a z in g  c l a u s e  and 

sign a fo rm ag ree ing  to obey  it.

T o d a y .  M u r p h y  g o e s  to  

Sandhi l ls  C o m m u n i ty  College  and 

pa r t ic ipa tes  in a rhy thm  and b lues 

band  a c co rd ing  to the Fayet tevi l le  

Observer .
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