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More women fill top positions
By Katherine Boas 
Brown University

P R O V I D E N C E ,  R .I .  ( U -  

W I R E ) —  Sheila  B lu m s te in  m a d e  

U niversi ty  h is to ry  last w eek  w h e n  

she was n a m e d  in te r im  pres iden t ,  

m a rk in g  the  first t im e  th a t  B row n  

has h ad  a w o m a n  as its p res iden t .  

As B lu m s te in  takes he r  place  at the  

top  o f  B ro w n ’s a d m in is t ra t io n ,  she 

is su r ro u n d e d  by m a n y  o th e r  sen io r  

ad m in is t ra to rs  w h o  are w o m e n  —  

a p h e n o m e n o n  n o t  y e t  

c o m m o n p l a c e  in  t o d a y ’s m a l e -  

d o m in a t e d  society.

A l t h o u g h  B l u m s t e i n  is a 

trailblazer for Brow n, she is by  no 

m ea n s  the  first w o m a n  un ivers i ty  

p r e s i d e n t .  W o m e n  t o o k  c o l le g e  

presidencies as early as the  1930s,  

w h e n  A d a  L ou ise  C o m s t o c k  was 

p res iden t  o f  Radcliffe College.

O n ly  in recent years have w o m e n  

t a k e n  th e  p r e s id e n c i e s  o f  m a j o r

By Shenaz Bagha 

University of Wisconsin

M A D I S O N ,  Wise. ( U -  

W I R E ) —  A  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

W isco n s in  at M a d iso n  professor  is 

u n d e r  i n v e s t ig a t io n  fo r  p o s s ib le  

m i s u s e  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  f u n d s ,  

a cco rd ing  to a Feb. 15 article  in the  

W isco n s in  Sta te  Jou rna l .

Professor E dw ard  O p l inger ,  w h o  

has b een  w i th  the  un ivers ity  for 30  

years, resigned  Tuesday. O p l inger ,  

56, was a professor in the  university’s 

a g r o n o m y  d e p a r tm e n t ,  w h ic h  is a 

p a r t  o l  th e  C ollege  o f  A gricu ltu ra l

Op inion:
By Joseph Plambeck 

University of Iowa

I O W A  C I T Y ,  I O W A  ( U -  

W ire )—  As a wee-li t tle  ankle-biter ,

I believed in a c o n n e c t io n  be tw een  

th e  love a n d  m a r r i a g e  th in g .  In  

pubescence ,  I lea rned  there  w asn ’t 

always a direct c o n n ec t io n  —  largely 

just  a corre la t ion .  Last week, all o f  

m y  ideal n o t io n s  a b o u t  love a n d  

m arr iage  s to p p e d  cold.

N o w  I t h i n k  i t ’s n e c e ss a ry  to 

b e co m e  a m il l ionaire  i f  I ever p lan  

o n  b e ing  h i tched .  In  fact. I ’ll need  

m u lt im il l ions .  T h is  w ay  I can, very 

ro m an t ica l ly  I m u s t  say, cho o se  a 

w o m a n  o u t  o f  a li t ter  o f  50  to  sp e n d  

m y  g o ld en  years beside. O r  at least 

have sp e n d  m y  m o n e y  for me.

Such  was the  p a th  Rick Rockwell  

t o o k  w h e n  h e  m a r r i e d  D a r v a  

C o n g e r  o n  la s t  T u e s d a y ’s F O X  

special ,  “W h o  W a n t s  to  M a r r y  a 

M u l t i m i l l i o n a i r e . ” A  p r i n c i p l e d  

d e v e l o p e r / c o m e d i a n /  i n v e s t o r /  

m o tiva t iona l  speaker, w o r t h  at least 

the  requ ired  $ 2  m il l ion  a n d  h av ing  

a t  least $ 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  cash ,  R ockw ell  

r e m a in e d  in  a n o n y m i t y  w h i le  h e  

w a t c h e d  5 0  e q u a l l y  p r i n c i p l e d  

w o m e n  s t r u t  t h e i r  s t u f f .  A f t e r

research ins t i tu t ions .  N a n  K eohane  

was one  o f  the  first female presidents 

o f  a m a j o r  r e s e a rc h  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

a p p o in te d  to the  D u k e  U niversi ty  

p res idency  in 1993.

“A t  th e  t im e ,  th e re  w as s o m e  

d i s c u s s i o n  o n  D u k e  h a v in g  th e  

courage to m ake  this p n p o in tm e n t , ” 

sa id  D u k e  S e n io r  V ice  P re s id e n t  

J o h n  F. Burness.

J u d i t h  R o d in  b e ca m e  th e  first 

female  p res iden t  o f  an  Ivy League 

i n s t i t u t i o n  w h e n  s h e  b e c a m e  

p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Pennsy lvan ia  in 1994. Im m e d ia te ly  

p r e c e d i n g  R o d i n  w a s  i n t e r i m  

p re s id en t  C laire  Fagin, w h o  served 

in 1993.

T h e  A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  

E d u c a t io n ’s 1995  survey  o f  college 

a n d  university  presidents fo u n d  tha t  

1 6 .5  p e r c e n t  o f  p r e s i d e n t s  a re  

w o m e n ,  while  6.1 percent  o f  private, 

d o c to ra te -g ran t in g  inst i tu t ions  have 

w o m a n  presidents .

“Eventually  w e’ll com e  to a p o in t  

w h e re  the  p e rcen tage  o f  w o m e n  in

Life Sciences.

C o n c e r n s  o v e r  O p l i n g e r ’s 

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  

private  a cco u n ts  were  re p o r te d  six 

m o n th s  ago to C A L S D e a n  E lto n  

A b e r le ,  a c c o r d in g  to  a s t a te m e n t  

f r o m  C h a n c e l l o r  David_ W a r d ’s 

office.

“E x tra o rd in a ry  a n d  regret tab le” 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  l e d  to  O p l i n g e r ’s 

r e s i g n a t i o n .  W a r d  s a i d  in  t h e  

s ta te m en t .

W a r d  a s k e d  U W ’s O f f i c e  o f  

I n t e r n a l  Affairs to  in v es t ig a te  all 

a cco u n ts  th a t  were  be in g  overseen 

by  O p l in g er .  T h e  a u d i t  is still b e in g

c h o o s i n g  h i s  p r e y  in  C o n g e r ,  

u n m ask in g  h im se lf  a n d  be ing  O K e d  

b y  h e r  ( s u r p r i s e ) ,  t h e  tw o  w e re  

m a r r i e d  o n  s t a g e  in  f r o n t  o f  a 

m u l t im il l io n  televis ion aud ience.

I ’ve  y e t  to  d e c i d e  w h o  p u t  

them selves at  greater  risk, Rockwell  

o r  t h e  w o m e n .  F o r  R o c k w e l l ,  

m a r ry in g  a v ir tua l  u n k n o w n ,  albeit  

o n e  k in d  o f  his choosing ,  c o u ld  lead 

t o  a d i v o r c e .  A n d  as a 

m ult im il l iona ire ,  a divorce  c o u ld  be 

a b a d ,  b a d  th in g .  Financia lly ,  for 

h im ,  th a t  is. For the  w o m e n ,  all they  

k n e w  o f  th e i r  h o p e fu l  g r o o m - to -b e  

w as  h e  h a d  lo ts  o f  m o n e y .  O n e  

d o e s n ’t n e e d  a v e r y  s t r o n g  

im a g in a t io n  to  t h in k  o f  so m e  pre t ty  

h o r r ib le  a t t r ib u te s  he  c o u ld  have 

carr ied  along. A n d  I m ea n  horrib le .

M ay b e  m y  abhorrence  a b o u t  this 

single ep isode  is un just if ied .  M a y b e  

m arr iage  is, a n d  sh o u ld  be, a b o u t  

g a in in g  f inancial  a n d  social s ta tus 

for  w o m e n  a n d  g a in in g  a n ice  b o d y  

for m e n .  M a y b e  th a t  o u r  p o p u la r  

c u l t u r e  c o n t i n u e s  b r e e d i n g  s u c h  

beliefs is beneficial.  M a y b e  I ’m  in 

t h e  w r o n g  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  w h e r e  

m o n e y  a n d  superficial  beau ty  m eans 

m o r e  t h a n  l i fe  i t s e l f .  M a y b e  I 

s h o u ld n ’t w o r ry  a b o u t  it. Because it’s 

n o t  tha t  I actually w a tch ed  the  show.

t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e q u a l s  t h e  

p e r c e n ta g e  o f  w o m e n  in  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t io n , ” sa id  Provos t  K a th ry n  

Spoehr  ’69.  Spoehr  is the  first female 

p rovost  o f  Brown.

A l th o u g h  the  n u m b e r  of females 

in h igher  e d u ca t io n  as a w h o le  is still 

l o w e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  m a l e  

c o u n te r p a r t s ,  w o m e n  are b e t t e r -  

represented  n o w  th an  th ey  have ever 

b een  before.

“All this is relatively new ,” said 

Laura  Freid, executive vice p residen t  

for  p u b l ic  affairs a n d  U n iv e r s i ty  

relations.  “T h e  b ig  p ic tu re  is th a t  

th is  is 25 years of  w o m e n  in the  

w o rk  force.”

“M o s t  p re s iden ts  d o n ’t b e co m e  

p re s id en t  unless th ey ’ve h a d  a lot o f  

e x p e r ie n c e ,” said K a th ry n  S tu a r t ,  

a s s i s t a n t  t o  O b e r l i n  C o l l e g e  

p residen t  N a n c y  Dye. “T h e y  haven’t 

h a d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y , ” K in g  said. 

“T h e re  aren’t as m a n y  w o m e n  in the  

p ip e l in e .”

M a r g e ry  R esn ick ,  c h a i r  o f  th e  

p ro g ra m  in  w o m e n ’s s tud ies  at the

p u rsu e d ,  a n d  a m o n e ta ry  a m o u n t  

h a s  n o t  b e e n  s p e c i f i e d  f o r  t h e  

a l l e g a t io n s .  T h e  i n q u i r y  a n d  its 

f ind ings  have b e en  tu r n e d  over to 

the  D a n e  C o u n t y  d is tr ic t  a t to rn e y ’s 

office.

O p l in g e r  has beerurjclieved ofsuiy 

a d m in is t ra t iv e  oversight  du ties ,  b u t  

he  has n o t  b e en  ch arg ed  w i th  a n y  

crimes.  O p l in g e r  has b e en  a faculty  

m e m b e r  a t  U W  s in c e  1 9 7 0 .  H e  

b egan  as an  assis tant  professor  a n d  

received his ten u re  after  five years 

w i th  the  university.

A  soybean  expert ,  O p l in g e r  was 

secretary-treasurer o f  the  W isco n s in

I ju s t  can ’t avoid  all of  the  read ing  

m ater ia l  g lorify ing its success. T h e  

“w h o  w a n ts  to ” craze seems to have 

h i t  a lm os t  P o k e m o n ’s heights.  Scary 

th in g  is, w e  c ou ld  all p ro b ab ly  th in k  

o f  even b e t te r  —  a n d  jus t  as t rashy 

—  “w h o  w a n ts  to ” ideas. H o w  I pity  

those  p eop le  w h o  get pa id  to th in k  

u p  such  s t u f f  W i t h  “w h o  w a n ts  to” 

ra tings s h o o t in g  th ro u g h  the  roof, 

su c h  p ro g ra m s  will surely b eco m e  

less o f  a nove lty  a n d  m o re  o f  the  

n o rm .  S o o n  w e ’ll all be  a p a r t  o f  a 

n a t i o n w i d e  “w h o  w a n t s  t o  be  

so m e th in g -o r -o th e r . ”

T h a t ’s th e  w a y  w e ’re ra ised ,  I 

guess. Jus t  as I w a n t  to  travel a ro u n d  

the  w orld ,  s ta r t ing  today, I also w an t  

to o w n  a nice n e w  lea ther  coat  so I 

can  leave it a t  h o m e  w h e n  I go o u t  

to  th e  bars. M y  persona l  I w a n t  to 

l is t k eeps  g r o w in g ,  a n d  n o w  I ’m  

p u t t i n g  all m y  eggs in o n e  basket,  

w a i t in g  for Regis to call m e  back. 

A n d  y o u ’re th e  sam e  way. A d m i t  it.

O b v ious ly ,  g e t t in g  m o re  o f  these 

“w h o  w a n ts  to ” show s gives a great  

reason to  o rganize.  I figure i f  w e  get 

e n o u g h  o f  these  sh o w s g o in g  o n ,  

w i th  everyone  w a tc h in g  th e m ,  o u r  

chances  o f  p a r t i c ip a t io n  will go up. 

Even i f  w e  d o n ’t ever m a k e  it o n  the  

shows, a t  least there  will always be

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  

Technology, said tha t  a n o th e r  reason 

fo r  t h e  sm a l l  n u m b e r  o f  fe m a le  

p res iden ts  is th a t  m e n  are perceived 

to be  m o re  likely to raise m o n e y  for 

th e  u n iv e rs i t ie s  o v e r  w h i c h  th e y  

preside.

“T h e  president  is usually th o u g h t  

o f  n o t  as a n  i n te l l e c tu a l  b u t  as 

s o m e o n e  w h o  c a n  g e t  m o n e y , ” 

R esn ick  said.

T h e  p re s id en t  —  a f igurehead  

fo r  u n iv e r s i t y  f u n d - r a i s in g  —  is 

c h o s e n  by  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ’s m o s t  

p re em in en t  donors ,  the  traditionally  

m a le -d o m in a te d  b o a rd  o f  

t rustees.

“M o s t  boards are p re d o m in a n t ly  

m a le  i n v e s tm e n t  b a n k e r s , ” Fre id  

said. “People t en d  to choose  p eop le  

th ey ’re co m fo r ta b le  w i t h . ”

S t i l l ,  w o m e n  l ik e  R o d i n ,  

K eo h an e ,  a n d  D ye  have succeeded  

a t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  c o l l e g e s  a n d  

un iv ers i t ie s ,  s e t t i n g  t h e  s tage  for 

w o m a n  p res iden ts  o f  th e  fu ture.

S ta te  Soybean  A ssocia t ion ,  a sta te  

p r o g r a m  f u n d e d  b y  fa rm e rs  t h a t  

p ro v id es  tec h n ica l  a ss is tance  a n d  

p ro m o te s  soybean  p r o d u c t io n .  H e  

is n o  l o n g e r  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion .

O p l i n g e r ’s r e s ig n a t io n  will  go 

in to  effect Ju ly  3. H e  will sp e n d  th e  

rest o f  the  sem es te r  c o m p le t in g  his 

obligations to the  university, b u t  will 

n o t  t a k e  o n  n e w  f a c u l t y  

r e s p o n s ib i l i ty .  W a r d  s a id  in t h e  

s ta te m en t .

N e i t h e r  O p l i n g e r  n o r  h i s  

a t t o r n e y  c o u l d  b e  r e a c h e d  f o r  

c o m m e n t .

love?
so m e th in g  excit ing  o n  TV.

W e sh o u ld  m ay b e  give Rockwell  

so m e  credit ,  th en .  First, h e ’s o n  the  

f ro n t  l ine  o f  th is  “w h o  w a n ts  to ” 

su rg e  —  w ay  to  read  th e  t ren d s .  

Second ,  his n e w  wife is —  o r  was,  

w o u l d  be  m y  b e s t  g u e s s  —  a n  

e m e r g e n c y - r o o m  n u r s e ,  a n  

a d m irab le  job.  T h i r d ,  f ro m  w h a t  I 

hear,  she  w asn’t the  m o s t  physically  

a ttract ive  choice  o n  th e  stage —  she 

h a d  a degree  o f  personality .  M ay b e ,  

hopefully ,  th e  n u p t ia l  p rom ises  will 

last a while .  W o u ld n ’t th a t  be  fairy- 

talish?

N o w  the  newlyweds —  or  newly 

m et ,  d e p e n d in g  o n  h o w  yo u  look  at  

the  s i tu a t io n  —  are h o n e y m o o n in g  

in th e  C a r ib b e a n  so m ew h ere .  F O X  

w o n ’t say exactly w here  because they  

w a n t  to p ro tec t  th e i r  privacy. T h e  

n e tw o r k  be l iev ed  th e y  m a y  n e e d  

s o m e  t im e  a lo n e  to  f ig u re  s o m e  

t h i n g s  o u t  —  l ik e  e a c h  o t h e r ’s 

m id d le  nam es ,  w o u ld  be  m y  best 

guess. W i t h  a n o th e r  “W h o  W an ts  

to  M a r r y  a M il l io n a ire” expec tcd  in 

May, F O X  w a n ts  th ings  to  rem a in  

positive. I ’m  sure  i t ’ll d o  w h a tev e r  it 

can  to ensu re  th e  R o ck w e ll -C o n g e r  

m a tc h  stays to g e th e r  un t i l  th en .  W e  

w a n t  t h e m  to.

Opinion: Courage, 
not condoms

By Nicole Proctor 
UT- Chattaganooga

C H A T T A N O O G A ,  T E N N .  

( U - W I R E ) —  I h o p e  everyone was 

able to p ick  u p  a free c o n d o m  in 

c e le b ra t io n  of sex r e sp o n s ib i l i ty  

week. I h o p e  y o u  were able to p ick 

u p  two,  th ree ,  o r  four, a n d  th en  

deposi ted  th em  in the  nearest  trash 

can.

I u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  so m e  c o u ld  

a rgue  th a t  th is  is n o t  a m isuse  of 

s t u d e n t  f u n d s ,  b e c a u s e  e v e r y  

s t u d e n t  o n  c a m p u s  w a n ts  a free 

c o n d o m  a n d  e v ery  s t u d e n t  o n  

c a m p u s  is h a v in g  sex. How ever,  

s o m e  peo p le  m ig h t  suggest  tha t  a 

respectful course  of ac t io n  w o u ld  

b e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h i s  s a c r e d  

in fo rm a t io n  a n d  d u m p  the  latex 

c o a l i t i o n .  Is t h e  c o n d o m  a n  

e n t i c e m e n t  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e ?  W h y  n o t  o f f e r  a 

Snickers  bar?

T h e r e  c o u ld  be  m o re  effective 

a n d  respectful ways to ed uca te  a n d  

h e ig h te n  the  awareness of  safe sex 

o n  c a m p u s .  W h y  n o t  d is t r ib u te  

th is  i n f o r m a t i o n  via th e  p o s ta l  

service w h e re  m o re  s tu d e n ts  co u ld  

be  reached?

A t t e n t i o n  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  o f  

G A M M A  ( t h e  s t u d e n t  

organiziit ion w h ic h  sponsored  “sex 

w e e k ”), c rea te  a n  in f o r m a t io n a l  

w ebsi te  o r  use e -m ail  services to 

ed u ca te  s tu d e n ts  o n  this  topic.  

T h e n  s t u d e n t s  can  in d iv id u a l ly  

p a r tak e  in y o u r  fun  if they  choose.  

A t  l e a s t  t h i s  is d i s c r e e t  a n d  

r e s p e c t f u l  o f  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s ’ 

o p in io n s  a n d  beliefs.

S o u t h w e s t  U n i v e r s i t y  in  

S p r in g f ie ld ,  M is s o u r i  has  t a k e n  

this c o n c e p t  a s tep  further.  T h e  

T aylor  H e a l th  C e n te r  offers a 12 -  

w e e k  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  s h o t  f o r  

w o m e n .  F o r  j u s t  $ 3 6  f e m a l e  

s tu d e n ts  can  be  in jec ted  w i th  a 

s h o t  o f  D e p o - p r o v e r a ,  w h i c h  

allows th e m  to have sex for u p  to 

12 w eeks  w i t h o u t  th e  w o r r y  of 

u n w a n te d  pregnancy. W h i le  so m e  

here  o n  c a m p u s  are n o w  d ro o l in g  

at the  t h o u g h t  of co n d o m -f re e  sex, 

o t h e r s  s u c h  as  m y s e l f  a re  

w o n d e r in g  w here  the  m adness  will 

stop .

W h e n  d id  the  un ivers ity  tu rn  

i n t o  a g y n e c o l o g i c a l  c a t e r i n g  

service, m e e t in g  the  needs of the  

sexually active s tu d en t?

I u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  every s tu d e n t  

m u s t  m a k e  h i s  o r  h e r  o w n  

decision ,  a n d  it is m y  c o n ce rn  to 

be  b o th  ob jec t ive  a n d  reasonable,  

b u t  th e  d i s t r ib u t io n  o f  c o n d o m s  

seem s to  b lu r  th e  l ine  b e tw e e n  

cho ice  a n d  persuas ion .  C o n d o m s  

are tang ib le ,  w h i le  in fo rm a t io n  is 

in tang ib le .  W e  ed u ca te  the  m in d  

w i th  in fo rm a t io n .  O n e  does  n o t  

need  a p re sc r ip t io n  from  a d o c to r  

t o  b u y  a c o n d o m ,  so  w h y  

d i s t r i b u t e  t h e m  fo r  e d u c a t i o n ’s 

sake?

T h is  s u b s ta n d a rd  d is t r ib u t io n  

of c o n d o m s  seem s to c h e a p en  the  

act o f  sex. I u n d e r s ta n d  th a t  m an y  

p eop le  have sex for m a n y  different  

re a s o n s .  T h e  o n l y  r e s p o n s e  o f  

so m e  p r o p o n e n t s  of  ab s t in e n c e  is 

t o  p a s s  o u t  c o u r a g e  a n d  

in d iv id u a li ty  in s tead  o f  c o n d o m s .

Wisconsin professor investigated

Why marry for


