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Editorials

What Shall We Be?
We have com e to college for m any reasons; parties, m arriag e  

vocational train ing, and sam e even desiring  an education. In the 
adm lttamce to an institution, each p>erson accepts as his stand 
a rd s  those s tandards of the college. Or does he? To one looking 
a t  som e factions of W esleyan’s student body th is  would not seem  
to be true.

Since the beginning of the “ Suspension” ru le for overcutting  
Chapel h as  been enacted, two students have been suspended. 
The College’s position concerning alcoholic beverages and  its 
consum ption has been p ractically  ignored by m any W esleyan 
students. The studen t’s responsibility to keep college property  in 
good o rd er has gone unpracticed  in all the dorm s and all o ther 
buildings on cam pus. Obedience to the rules and regulations 
of the college and dorm itories in general go unheeded.

T rue there exist a re as  of W esleyan’s com m unity life in which 
changes need to be evoked. But does this give us the righ t to 
ignore those ru les now standing? No, until changes a re  enacted  
everyone has the obligation to live by the now existing regu la 
tions.

Shall we allow a few to d isrup t the to tality  of our daily life 
with w hat seem s to be a b e tte r  w ay and yet, w hat in the end 
only puts this few in undisputed pow er over us. If this m akes 
little sense a t  p resen t—look around, w atch  th is few and read  
Animal Farm. Iis this w hat W esleyan wiU becom e?

Forget Past, Look Ahead!
If any of us w ere to  w rite  our autobiographies, we could fill 

them  with instances w here we thought we had  been trea ted  
unjustly. But harp ing  on it gets us now here—now here, th a t is, 
except into m isery. Why do we keep rehurting  ourselves with 
old in juries? A novelist has  coined a p h rase  for people who keep 
talk ing and thinking about this. He calls them  “ the Injustice 
collectors.” Those a re  words for those who a re  enjoying being 
unhappy.

P erh ap s  to isome this m ay  sound like a serm on—and m aybe 
it is—for a ll of us. But, then, since exam s a re  very  m uch of 
a rea lity  to us now a serm on m ight be in store.

Someone once sa id  “N ever chew your pills; swallow them , 
because when you chew them  it m akes them  m ore b itte r  still.” 
T h a t quotation is rea l wisdom—for we m ust fo rge t disappoint
m ents and go on to  the new opportunities before us and put 
the past behind.

We m ust try  to get some benefits from  the things tha t have 
happened to us—our difficulties have m ade us stronger and  
w iser and perhaps have even d iverted  the  paithways of our lives 
for tlie better. But having ex trac ted  know-how from  these ex 
periences we m ust m ake w hatever use we can from  them  and 
then forget about them !

P robably  the old saying of “ D ream ing  d ream s . . . ” is very  
true. However, “Seeing visions” is the  end point of “ w ork.”

Good luck on your exam s!
—L. W.

‘Upperroom’ Secedes
On Thursday Ja n u a ry  12, 1964, the th ird  floor of South Hall, 

b e tte r  known as the “ U pperroom ” declared  and signed a s ta te 
m ent of secession from  South Hall D orm itory  Council.

The secesision was dec lared  during a dorm  m eeting on the 
night of Ja n u a ry  12 during a deba te  on how to keep o rder in the 
dorm . This debate was in d irec t line with the request m ade by 
tlie Senate.

When the suggestion of a d em erit system  was brought up the 
m em bers of the th ird  floor and m any m em bers of o ther floors 
proposed th a t the dorm itory  have no authoritative “ few ” but 
instead base the peace and harm ony of the dorm  on the m utual 
respect which each individual has for each other. When the 
discussion dragged  on the “ U pperroom ” disengaged itself from  
the m eeting.

The “ U pperroom ” and m em bers  of o ther halls will give its 
views to the D orm  Council. If mo action is taken  the  “ U pper
room ” will have its f irs t policy m aking  m eeting the f irs t Thurs
day in the second sem ester. The form  of governm ent it ten ta 
tively p lans to liave is one called a polity.
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Goldwater: Last Hope 
Kennedy: The Man

By RAY O’KELLY

On Jan u ary  3, 1964, Conserva
tives and m ost Republicans were 
r3lieved to hear that B a rry  Gold
w ater had decided to seek the 
P residential nomination. To this 
faction of the population Gold
w ater represents not a fly by 
night political office seeker but 
the Republican p a r ty ’s last hope. 
Conservatives who are  not s tr ic t 
Republicans realize th a t the ir 
closest party, the Republican 
P arty , can no longer a ttem pt to 
equal those p la tform s proposed 
by the D em ocratic P a r ty ; R e
publicans learned  this b itter  les
son in 1960. If Nixon would have 
had a Conservative p la tform  then 
Kennedy would not have had ai 
leg to stand on; as it was the 
voters were confronted with two 
alm ost identical platform s. The 
voting was based on a [natter 
of who was the best m an— Ken
nedy won,

A m ericans’ minds, those who 
took to Kennedy, becam e (par
don the expression) “dazzled.” 
This voting block which rep re 
sents a good m ajority  of the 
country, now has decided to back, 
the D em ocratic P latform  (CivH 
Rights I exclude) in a m anner 
with no relevance to the future 
effects these laws will have upon 
America. Save the “Conserva
tive” 87th Congress, Kennedy 
legislation would have run wild.

I do not contend that the 
A m erican people a re  completely 
out-of-it by not seeing the pitfall 
tow ard which we a re  headed but 
I do contend tha t the Republican 
P arty  should and m ust explain to 
our “dazzled” citizens exactly 
where we are  headed. This lack  
of realization is no insult to our 
citizens’ common sense, but with 
a little question asking the aver
age citizen, I  have found, weighs 
these questions very  heavily and 
in m ost cases has rem arked, “I 
d idn’t think of i t  th a t w ay.” 

Goldwater I do not idolize, but 
I do realize tliat he is A m erica’s 
last hope before the citizens, 
listening to Johnson’s “P eace 
once and for all, end the Cold, 
W ar,” close the gap and over 
power our “Conservative” Con
gress with D em ocrate P arty  
“Y esm en.”

P lease b are  with this columni 
as I try  to inform  some of you

I who m ay not have thought about 
“Conservatism .” Actually m ost 
Am ericans, m ore than  a m ajo ri
ty are  Conservative, but; Ameri
can politics has with it “ adver
tising agencies” which disrupt 
the rea l issues A m ericans tre a s 
u re m ost; individualism ; free 
from  governm ent slavery ; life, 
liberty  and pursu it of happiness 
in a free D em ocratic Capital
istic society.

The biggest problem  in our 
D em ocracy has been stated that 
America is what we w ant it to 
be, if it falls it is our own fault. 
E very  legislation pass which, 
centralizes W ashington m ore 
continues to milk its citizens of 
the purposes for which America 
was founded. Each nation chang
ing legislation takes us a step 
further from  our original state. 
Will we draw the line? What is 
our direction? What wUl we find 
when we get there? Will we be 
sorry? Will it be too late?

It is h ard  to decide which a t 
tributes ca rry  the m ost value in 
the life of a politician: his poli
tics or his personality. F o r John 
F. Kennedy personality  was the 
m ost valuable.

F rom  an objective point-of- 
view J.F.K . had all of the p er
sonal attributes a candidate 
would want, save experience and 
age; the la tte r  of which m ay 
have been to his benefit due to 
his young and v ital appearance.

Kennedy was a gentlem an and 
a scholar. F rom  his family he 
learned a system of m anners, 
some of which were pre-World, 
W ar I, th a t weighed heavily on 
the good im pressions he m ade 
upon people in m ore influential 
positions. At the same tim e the 
once d irty  faced football p layer 
knew how to com m unicate with 
the com m onm an and to a certain  
extent he understood w hat he 
needed.

John Kennedy’s m ost im por
tan t attribute was his education. 
WhUe at H arvard  he worked for 
his father a t the E m bassy  in 
London. His bang-up job in E n 
gland was augm ented by his 
highly regarded  book on G reat 
B rita in ’s lack of p reparedness 
for World W ar II. Profiles in 
Courage is a good exam ple of 
his ability to express him self 
intelligently.

His love for hum anity , his
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Editor’s Note: The editor re
serves the right to accept or 
refuse to print any material 
submitted. Letters printed re
present opinions of the indi
viduals and not necessarily 
those of a Decree staff. All 
letters must be signed, and 
names may be withheld upon 
request. Letters must not ex 
ceed 150 words.

K enn ed y  A rticle  
Liked B y R eader

Dear Editor;

My com plim ents to Ray O’Kel- 
ly for his perceptive article ap 
pearing  in the Dec. 18 issue of 
the Decree entiteld “Kennedy; 
The M yth.” All Am ericana 
m ourn the trag ic  death  of our 
la te  president, but it is a  sad  
state, and an insult to the in 
tegrity  of the A m erican people, 
when they are maliciously b lam 
ed for the m urder of Mr. Ken
nedy, simply because they ex
ercised their constitutional and 
God given right to disagree. 
Death does not create divinity, 
nor does it m agically  transform, 
opposed political policies into 
tha t which is wholly right and 
correct.

F or certain  groups to attem pt 
to create  a guilty conscience 
over Kennedy’s assassination in 
the m inds of those with conflict
ing political philosophies is sheer 
sophistry. It is an  obvious a t 
tem pt to take political advantage 
of a decidedly delicate situation. 
F o r beneath  th is  ch icanery  and 
mawkish sentim entality is the 
hidden theory th a t freedom  of 
speech is “old h a t ,” th a t the 
tw o-party  system  is dead, and 
th a t the old faith in the sacred  
righ t to disagree is sheer foolish 
fantasy.

Denny C. Wise

M eal T icken  P lan  
Suggestion  G iven

D ear Editor;

Did you ea t breakfast in our 
cafeteria this m orning? Whether 
you did or d idn’t  m akes no dif
ference, you still paid for it. Do 
you and other resident students 
w ant to continue to pay for 
m eals you don’t eat? Under the 
present plan set up to feed us 
we pay  $237.50 a sem ester. This 
sum is paid whether we ea t all 
our m eals in the cafe teria  or 
not. F o r  thoise of us who ,may 
not ea t all our m eals in tha 
cafeteria this seems grossly un
fair.

Therefore, I would strongly 
suggest tha t something be dona 
to a lter  this situation. Many col
leges have taken care of this 
problem by tlie issuing of m eal 
tickets. In this way the student 
uses his ticket when he eats ii  ̂
the cafeteria. When he doesn’t 
sa t in the cafeteria he doesn’t 
use his ticket, and therefore, 
doesn’t  pay for a m eal he m iss 
es. This is  a tr ied  and  proven 
plan th a t works. I feel tha t such 
plan is needed on our Wesleyan 
campus. I hope th a t m y feelings 
on this m atte r are the feelings 
of m ost of our community and 
tha t steps will be taken soon tq  
change the situation tha t now 
exists.

N am e Withheld

vim and vigor, and his apprecia
tion of perfection are  aE note
worthy of his charac ter. On 
November 22, 1963, our countiy  
lost a m ost outstanding citizen.


