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FRATERNITIES 
ARE ANALYZED

--A m es, I^ - (L  P .)- F r a 
te rn itie s  tend to De an ti- in te l
lectual, stero typed and a re  dic
ta ted  by sophom ores, according 
to  a detailed repo rt of the In- 
te r f r a te m ity  Council Big Eight 
Conference re leased  to Iowa 
S ta te  University house p r e s i 
dents.

The Greek System  em pha
s iz es  scholarsh ip  by grades, 
no t by re a l  learning, the r e 
p o rt says. “ Too often we say 
com e to our group to meet 
people like yourself”  when they 
should be saying “ come to the 
G reek System  to meet people 
both like and unlike yourself. 
T h ere  should be a chance to 
p rom ote a to lerance of out
groups within a fra te rn ity .”

The rep o rt s ta tes that the 
“ Greek System  provides a 
freshm an  with se cu rity —this 
is  good. However, often Greek 
freshm en have a  tendency to 
becom e too confident Com
placency resu lts  and a  tend
ency not to rea lize  problem s 
objectively p rev a ils .”

F ra te rn itie s , the repo rt con
tinues, continually ship older 
men out of th e ir  houses. The 
causes  lie in inadequate hous
ing for a l l fra te rn ity  m em bers, 
in te re s t  in out-of-house ac tiv i
t ie s ,  being tired  of house r e 
sponsibility  and s tructu red  
schedule of participation, more 
se lf-cen te red  in te res t ra th e r  
than group-centered , and f re e 
dom  gained by living off-cam 
pus, the rep o rt stated.

The rep o rt suggests possible 
solutions such as  program m ing 
fo r  more m ature activity  in 
houses — above sophomore a c 
tivity , using juniors and sen iors
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in  prom inent positions, and up
grading sophomore -  dictated 
ac tiv ity  to provide program s 
of in te res t to sen iors .

“ Good G reeks a re  g rea t — 
average Greeks a re  no better 
than average anything. They 
a r e  falling fa r  short of the ir  
po ten tia ls”  the repo rt con
tinues. “ Joe Average Greek 
h as  m ore faith in what his 
p in  will do for him than what 
h is  house w ilL”

F ra te rn itie s  must p rogram  
c lo se r  to the ir  Ideas. They 
m ust do m ore than build good 
executives and hostesses. F r a 
te rn itie s  should take tim e to 
evaluate each year what they 
a r e  rea lly  doing with men they 
pledge. They must ask them 
se lv es , “ What do we rea lly  do 
fo r  our freshm en, sophomores 
and  upperclass men 7 ’

The rep o rt feels the re  is 
a trem endous credibility  gap 
between what houses a re  rea lly  
doing and what they te ll the 
g enera l public. Yet, Greeks 
c r it ic iz e  the public for the ir 
contempt.

Long -  range planning com 
m ittees should be established 
to determ ine w here a house 
Is  going, Instead of function
ing from  c r is is  to c r is is .

The BU system  Is at p r e s 
en t behind In program m ing 
pledge education, according to 
the  report. Other schools have 
developed regulations concern 
in g  pledge activity, control of 
pledge skips through r e g is t ra 
tion at IFC offices, police com 
m ittees made up of fra te rn ity  
rep resen ta tives  for enforcing 
ru le s  and a perm anent pledge 
education officer on adm inis
tra t iv e  board.

At five of the cam puses, 
p residen ts , s e c re ta r ie s  and 
bu siness  managers of IFC were 
paid  on a monthly basis . It 
w as fe lt that b e tte r qualified 
o fficers  w ere running because 
of the chanee.

GRADES
(Continufid from  Page 2)

would help the student make 
the  transition  from  high school 
CO college at a tim e when he 
s t i l l  c a r r ie s  with him the grade 
consciousness of high school 
and when s tud« it anxiety is r e c 
ognized to be at Its peak.”

The change, they continued, 
should p erm it students to “ hit 
th e i r  s tr id e ”  in the junior and 
se n io r  years, when grades will 
b e  recorded, without being p e r 
manently penalized for any 
e a r ly  setbacks in th e ir  college 
c a re e r .

The faculty feeling, general
ly, was that grades during the 
f i r s t  two college years should 
be  regarded  as “ educational 
tools for communication b e 
tween students and faculty,”  
while junior and senior grades 
have additional significance as 
devices fo r evaluation of the 
student by graduate and p ro 
fessiona l schools.

Another modification also  ap 
proved by the faculty perm its  
a w ritten evaluation to be given 
in  place of a num erical grade 
in som e advanced courses, in 
cluding sen io r re se a rch  work, 
and  departm ental studies. In 
such courses, the tran sc rip t 
w ill Indicate that a w ritten  eva l
uation accom panies the t ra n 
s c r ip t  and a note will be made 
if  the course  is  failed.

Until now v irtua lly  all s tu 
dents in a ll c lasse s  received 
num erica l grades. A few took 
advantage of an option for 
“ p ass -fa l l”  grades for courses 
beyond the norm al course load 
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These authors also  find ev i
dence “ that some of the sm all 
colleges a re  not suppl)fing the 
kind of undergraduate exper
ience needed for successful 
continuation In graduate w ork -- 
evidenced by dropout of many 
graduates of sm all colleges in 
th e ir  f i r s t  year of graduate 
work.

“ More and m ore,”  they state, 
" th e  beUef Is growing that the 
dropout is due in large m eas
u re  to an em otional s tra in  r e 
sulting  from  the sudden re a l i 
zation, usually coming too late, 
that the student has fallen far 
behind his classm ates, and has 
no hope of catching up. The 
sm a ll college student often d is 
covers , with g rea t shock, the 
com petition that exists in large 
graduate c la s se s—competition 
which he has never before ex 
perien ced .”

The Representative 
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23-25 to show students 
their portrait proofs.
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