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At Ohio S ta te  University , 
s e n io r s ,  g rad ua te  s tudents  and 
p ro fe ss io n a l  s tuden ts  have been 
a llow ed to take  c e r ta in  co u rses  
u n d e r  the p a s s - f a i l  sy s te m  in 
se le c te d  schools  and colleges 
inc luding the G radua te  School 
and  tfie Schools of Medicine 
and  Education for “ s e v e ra l  
y e a r s , ”

Included a r e  a l l  c o u rs e s  in 
M edicine and sp ec if ied  co u rse s  
e i th e r  in o r  ou ts ide  the s t u 
d e n t 's  m ajor,  e .g ., th e s is ,  
m ino r p ro b lem s , sp ec ia l  s e m i 
n a r s .  T h e re  is  no spec if ic  
po licy  on the num ber of such 
c o u r s e s  a s tudent may take 
and  while the s tuden ts  w ill r e 
c e iv e  c re d i t  hours  fo r an “ S ”  
( s a t i s fa c to ry )  n e i th e r  the “ S ”  
n o r  the “ E ”  counts in h is GPA. 
T h e  respondent re g a rd e d  th e i r  
p ro g ra m ,  a s  outlined above, 
su c c e s s fu l .

The C a lifo rn ia  Ins titu te  of 
T echnology began a p a s s - fa i l  
g rad in g  sy s te m  in the fa l l  of 
1964 a s  an ex per im en t to “ e n 
co u rag e  the developm ent of an 
a t t i tu d e  in which a  s tudent s ee s  
h im se l f  a s  a  se lf-gu ided  s c h o la r  
r a t h e r  than a s  a com peting 
g r a d e - g e t t e r . ”

T h e ir  p ro g ra m  is unique in 
tha t  th e re  is  no r e a l  “ option”  
s in c e  a l l  c o u rs e s  in the s tan d 
a r d  f r e sh m a n  cu rr icu lu m , 
w hich  a l l  f re sh m en  m ust take, 
a r e  g rad ed  this way but no 
u p p e r  d iv ision  c o u rs e s  (with 
one  exception) a r e  availab le  
u n d e r  the p a s s - f a i l  option. This  
policy  was so su cces s fu l  that 
i t  becam e p e rm an en t  in May, 
1966 a s  a  r e s u l t  of a  “ un 
an im ous le ss  one”  faculty  vote.

Among the rea so n s  fo r  adopt
ing  th is  policy  pe rm an en tly  was 
th e  fac t  tha t the f re sh m an  a t 
t r i t io n  r a t e  d e c re a s e d  co n s id 
e ra b ly  and that f re sh m en  anx 
ie ty  w as not a s  evident. The 
m o ra le  am ong sophom ores  who 
had  p a r t ic ip a ted  in the p a s s -  
f a i l  p ro g ra m  w as a lso  co n s id 
e ra b ly  h igher. One negative 
e ffec t  w as that som e f r e s h 
m en had “ so  conditioned th e m 
s e lv e s  to the top aw ards  that 
th e y  su ffe red  a  r e a l  p sycho 
log ica l shock when the se  
a w a rd s ,  in the fo rm  of g rades ,  
w e re  not ob ta inab le .”

Of the rem a in in g  s ix  re sp o n d 

e n t s  p re s e n t ly  offering  the 
p a s s - f a i l  option, only S tanford  
U niversity ,,  with one y e a r  of 
ex p e r ien ce ,  has  had this policy 
in effect lopger than one te rm .

At a l l  s ix  schools  the option 
w a s  ava i lab le  to both ju n io rs

and  s e n io rs  and a t  a l l  but one 
to  sophom ores  a s  well.

All f re sh m en  at S tanford  and 
the U nivers ity  of C a lifo rn ia  
(B e rk e ley )  and second  te rm  
f r e sh m e n  a t  Tufts U n ivers ity  
a r e  allowed to p a r t ic ip a te  in 
th i s  p ro g ra m . At only two 
of s ix  ins ti tu t ions  w as the op 
tion  l im ited  to se lec ted  schools, 
b u t four of th e se  responden ts  
l im i te d  the option to co u rse s  
ou ts ide  the s tuden t’s m ajor.

At B e rk e ly  s tudents  w ere  a l 
low ed to take c o u rs e s  in th e i r  
m a jo r  fo r  a  p a s s - f a i l  g rade  
w ith  th e i r  m a jo r  d e p a r tm e n t’s 
consen t .  At O berlin  College, 
a lthough the option is  g en e ra l ly  
a v a i lab le  only in c o u rs e s  o u t
s id e  the s tu d en t’s m ajor, “ a 
facu l ty  m em ber  may e lec t  to 
have  the S a t i s fa c to ry -U n sa t is -  
fa c to ry  g rade  option apply fo r 
a l l  s tuden ts  in a co u rse .  E n 
ro l lm en t  in such a co u rs e  does 
no t deprive  the s tudent of his 
op tion .”

At Tufts, Mount Holyoke C o l 
lege and Lehigh University , s t u 
den ts  w e re  a lso  allowed to take 
d is tr ib u t io n  re q u i re m e n ts  un- 
d^er the p a s s - f a i l  option although 
a*t«Lehigh fo re ign  languages a re  
excluded.

At a l l  s ix  in s ti tu t ions  a  s tu 
den t w as l im ited  to one p a s s -  
f a i l  co u rs e  p e r  te rm .  Mount 
Holyoke r e s t r i c t s  the num ber 
o f  such c o u r s e s  in a  s tuden t’s 
c o l lege  c a r e e r  to th ree ,  L e 
high to fou r  and T ufts  to eight. 
At none of these  schools was 
a  g rade  of “ P a s s ”  e n te red  in 
th e  s tuden t’s GPA, but a t  Tufts, 
Lehigh and Mount Holyoke 
“ F a i l ”  is  included in the GPA,

schedu le  a “ sa fe ”  p a s s  and r e 
duce s tudy and g rad e  p re s s u re .

Although th e re  a r e  many v a r 
ia t io n s  on the regula tions gov
e rn in g  p a ss  - fail, s e v e r a l  
p r a c t i c e s  s e e m  w idespread . 
G en era l ly ,  f r e sh m e n  a r e  not 
a l low ed  the option. The s tudent 
i s  u sua l ly  only allowed one 
c o u rs e  a  te rm ,  frequently  with 
a  m axim um  num ber of c re d i ts  
to  be ea rn ed  th is  way, and 
then  not g en e ra l ly  in his major 
fie ld .

P ra c t ic e  s e e m s  sp l i t  on 
w h e th e r  i t  should be ava ilab le  
in  a l l  schools .  T h e re  is  som e 
ind ica tion  that i n d i v i d u a l  
sch o o ls  o r  depa rtm en ts  should 
b e  allowed to decide which 
c o u r s e s  w ill be available . And 
f ina lly , although a  p a ss  does 
n o t affect the GPA, fail often 
does.

THE CLOSED 
DOOR

by Kathy Upton

On F r id a y  night, one w ill 
l ikely  find the ha l ls  of the 
A dm in is t ra tion  Building d e 
s e r t e d  except fo r  a few people 
who, in o rd e r  to escape  the cold, 
w an d e r  through on th e i r  way to 
the  SU. But, a s  these  people 
p a s s  by G a rb e r  Chapel, they 
m ay  h ea r  shouts of laughter 
o r  m urm ur ing  voices f i l te r in g  
through  “ the c losed  d o o r .”  If 
one  of them happens to be a 
F re s h m a n ,  he may ask, “ W hat’s 
goin on in th e re ? ”  His up p e r-  
c la s s  f r iend  would answ er,  “ Oh, 
i t ’s  ju s t  the MSM.”  The F ro sh  
c o m es  back with, “ What the hell 
i s  the MSM?”

What _is the MSM? It is  a 
g roup. Yes it is  a group, 
a  sm a l l  but ded ica ted  one. Ded
ic a te d  to w hat?  Well, it is 
d ed ica ted  to se rv in g  not ju s t  the 
M ethodist s tuden ts  but a l l  s t u 
den ts  of W esleyan College. How 
do we s e rv e  the s tu d en ts?  W ell- 
tha t is a  good question! I’m 
a f ra id  tha t we have not s u c 
ceeded  in se rv in g  a ll  of the 
s tu d en ts  a t W esleyan College, 
W hy? B ecause , we a r e  such 
a s m a l l  group, only 19 out of

ap p ro x im ate ly  650, It is  ha rd  
f o r  19 people to know what 
Will p le a se  650, We rece iv e  
c r i t i c i s m  but so m e tim es  we 
h e s i ta te  to accep t it a s  con 
s t ru c t iv e  because  we wonder 
how people know what is  wrong 
w ith  ou r  o rgan iza tion  if they 
have n ev e r  attended our m e e t 
ings and don’t re a l ly  know what 
goes on behind “ the c losed  
d o o r , ”

The conversa tion  continues 
a s  the F ro sh  a sk s  h is fr iend, 
“ You a r e  a  Methodist, why 
a r e n ’t you in t h e r e ? ’ His 
f r ie n d  laughs and an sw ers ,  “ a r e  
you kidding m e?  T h a t’s the 
‘g ro u p ,’ They won’t let any 
o u ts id e r s  in. That door is  
c lo sed  to anyone o the r  than the 
s e l e c t  few .”

That group! th a t’s  what the 
MSM is acco rd ing  to the “ out
s i d e r s . ”  But, we can honestly  
s a y  that it i s n ’t true .  We a re  
e a g e r  to make the MSM an a l l -  
inc lu s ive  organiza tion . We need 
so m e  new blood. The MSM is 
y ou r organization! It can be 
w h a tev e r  you want it to be! We 
w elcom e any cons truc t ive  c r i t 
i c i s m  that you may have. We 
a l re a d y  have a lis t  of ideas 
g iyen by in te re s te d  p e rso n s  that 
we a r e  considering  se r iously . 
What about y o u rs ?
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th e  opportunity  fo r  a  much m ore 
thorough investiga tion  of c e r 
ta in  a r e a s  and the b as ic  p ro b 
le m s  involved.

O ther com m ents  - -  D r. W. 
M au r ice  McLean, c tia irm an. 
Education  D epartm en t:

“ I a m  v e ry  p le ased  with the 
new unit sy s tem . T h e re  is  
now the opportunity  to p u rsu e  
c o u r s e  content in g r e a t e r  depth, 
a n  in c re a se d  chance for inde 
pendent study, and m ore f le x i 
b i l i ty  in c la s s  scheduling.

“ The unit sy s te m  p e rm i t s  the 
s tuden t to give h is  a tten tion  
to  few er c o u r s e s  at one tim e. 
F o r  our te a c h e rs  p a r t ic u la r ly  
t h e r e  is  an in c re a se d  f reedom  
in  scheduling th e i r  t im e  b e 
c a u s e  of the consolida tion  of 
the  fo rm e r  one and two hour 
c o u r s e s . ”

D r. C h a r le s  S. Schutz, c h a i r 
m an, P o li t ica l  Science  D e p a r t 
m ent:

“ The unit sy s te m  in p o l i t i 
c a l  sc ience  c u r r ic u lu m  has had 
am biguous re s u l t s  a t th is  stage 
in  i t s  im plem enta tion . It d e 
pends upon the point of view 
o f  the s tudent o r  the p ro fe sso r .
I think tha t f r o m  the p ro f e s 
s o r ’s  p e rsp ec t iv e  it  can be 
s a id  tha t the narrow ing  of the 
range  of c o u rs e s  and the deep 
en ing  of th e i r  content through
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the  unit sy s te m  has in c re a se d  
t h e i r  academ ic  content. '  In 
so m e  in s tances  the prev ious 
c o u r s e s  have had to be c o m 
b ined into a new one with a d 
d i t iona l work added to justify  
th e  e x t ra  c red i t .  The addition 
a l  work has g en e ra l ly  fallen 
in to  the a r e a  of m ore  books 
to  re ad  and m ore  co m p re h e n 
s iv e  p a p e rs  to be w rit ten  on 
th e  p a r t  of the students .

“ It would app ea r  tha t many 
s tu d en ts  s t i l l  re g a rd  a co u rse  
a s  a co u rse ,  r e g a r d le s s  of 
w hether  i t  is  c e r ta in  num ber of 
s e m e s t e r  ho u rs  o r  one unit. 
T he  n e ce ss i ty  of a tta in ing 
g r e a t e r  depth to jus tify  the 
additiona l c re d i t  hour is  then 
r e g a r d e d  by som e a s  an im 
posi t ion  upon them. The f u r 
th e r  com prehension  demanded 
o f  them  upon a  p a r t ic u la r  su b 
j e c t  is  a lso  looked upon by 
s o m e  as  unwelcome.

“ In seek ing  a ba lance  b e 
tw een the s tu d en ts ’ capab il i t ie s  
an d  the acad em ic  need for 
g r e a t e r  depth, p robab ly  som e 
c o u r s e s  have gone too f a r  in 
one way o r  the o ther.  The 
a t ta in m en t  of the c o r r e c t  b a l 
ance  w ill p robably  be ach ieved 
o v e r  a  pe r io d  of s e v e r a l  y ea rs .  
As a p ro fe s so r ,  I r e g a r d  the 
ac a d e m ic  en r ichm en t of the A l
b ion  c u r r ic u lu m  to be highly 
fav o rab le  in th is  day of g r e a t 
e r  dem ands upon educa t ion .”
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He
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Wh a t e v e r  the  shape ,  a  d i a 
mond* cu t by Lazaro Kaplan & 
Sons  tells her th e re ’s no ques 
tion of his everlasting  love. 
Th'3 dazzling fire and  pe rfec 
tion of its beauty, idealize his 
d ream  of her.

‘R e c o g n iz e d  a m o n g  g e m  a u t h o r i 
t i e s  as  t h e  w o r ld 's  f in es t  cut  
dia m o n d s .
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