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Wesleyan Presents 
Intimate Theatre

Convocations Airs

Last Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday nights Miss Ann Bland, 
Miss Sheila Glover, and Mr. 
Bob Bronaugh, students of Wes
leyan College Theatre, p resen t
ed in the experimental theater 
the final products of many hours 
of directing efforts in a se t en
titled “ Three Contemporary 
Com edies.”  In doing so, they 
gave Wesleyan three of the most 
enjoyable evenings of enterta in 
ment of the year.

Miss Bland’s direction of the 
anonymous “ A Morning After 
the Fig T ree Bloomed”  tack
led the very  rough problem of 
an extrem ely abstract sc rip t, 
one which was perliaps a lit
tle ambitious, needing an acute
ly m ature and completely am 
bient approach from curtain  
to curtain. The se t was s t r ik 
ing, as w ere all of the others, 
effectively contrasting a sta rk , 
alm ost completely black-and- 
white stage against the vivid
ness of the coverings on the 
ac tors, g la re  of the opening 
a larm  clock case, and the mut
ed tones of the furniture. Add 
to this careful lighting and 
piped-in music, and an attentive 
audience was assured from the 
onset of action.

B arbara Koehnlein (She) 
opened ra th e r  stiffly, and se em 
ed to be ready to snap into 
lull ch arac ter  at any moment. 
Unfortunately, she only ra re ly  
made it through this snap and 
she had trouble carry ing the 
full cha rac ter  beyond a few 
beats at a time. Both she and 
Jim  Van Laan (He) seemed 
hampered by the disjunct lin
es, although when the timing 
did synchronize, they provid
ed a stimulating effect. Jim  Van 
Laan also  seemed to hold back 
until the very end, when he 
opened completely and struck  
the audience, perhaps a little 
strongly, with the punctuated 
“ WAIT!!!”  This closing, how-
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ever, strengthened the play 
considerably.

John Crum pler (Messenger), 
while having a minor speaking 
role, m ost definitely ca rr ie d  a 
m ajor acting role, coming 
ac ross  w itha rese rv ed  strength 
which was quite unexpected, 
but very powerful. Each of his 
words w ere filled with meaning, 
and he made very good use of 
his body with practically  no 
w aste of movement.

Kenneth Cam eron’s “ The 
Hundred and F ir s t”  was at 
its sa t ir ic a l  best under Bob 
Bronaugh’s direction. The 
blocking, both d ire c to r ’s 
and a c to rs ’, was well worked 
out and a p p r o p r i a t e .  
Sam M orris (F ranc is Stock
s ti l l)  cam e ac ross  im m ediate
ly in his association with the 
audience and held up this con
tact ra th e r  well throughout the 
play. Judy Johns on (Ethel Stock
s t i l l )  and Nancy Phillips (Miss 
Icenogle) should both be con
gratulated for their  harshly 
contrasting portrayals. Two 
m ore rad ica l and d iss im ilar 
ch a rac te rs  could hardly be im 
agined, especially  on the sam e 
stage. Both parts  w ere in te r
preted with taste and convic
tion.

Undoubtedly, the unsung h e r 
oes, as usual in any show, 
w ere the supporting players, 
e s p e c i a l l y  Barbara Epps 
(Grandma Stockstill), Ed Hardy 
(Thomas Stockstill, the son), 
and Ronnie Dean (The Blind 
Man). B arbara Epps, who was 
all technique and “ love”  in 
the feeble Grandma, was a con
stant source of amusement. Ed 
Hardy’s legs w ere so con
vincingly paralyzed that it drew 
attention easily, enabling him 
to then show the rea l ch arac ter  
of a broken boy. Ronnie Dean 
turned in a su rp rise  as the blind 
man, creating  with seeming

ease a tremendous audience 
appeal with the pleas for 
“ r ig h t” and his “ living.”

As usual, Dave Siple (Judge 
Lacrim a) was superb in his 
charac ter, using just the right 
touch of re a l  dash with fan
tasy  in creating  a delightfully 
ridiculous and inebriated 
judge.

Sean Moran turned in yet ano
ther type of characterization, 
one which, while not as strong 
as his previous alm ost b rilliant 
examples, for the most part held 
up and ca rried  throughout his 
onstage involvement.

Edward Albee once againwas 
able to slap an audience and 
make them enjoy it in his “ The 
Sandbox”  but only through the 
workings of Sheila Glover, 
whose d irections for stage 
placement, blocking, and move
ment w ere alm ost spartan  and, 
as such, enabled the actors to so 
easily  put ac ross  the meanings 
in their  lines.

Robert Thomspon (Young 
Man) and John Hornaday (Mu
sic ian) both became integral 
parts  of the se t between the 
moments when attention was fo
cused on them. Their p resence 
was constantly felt, yet they 
never d is trac ted  from the main 
movement,

The honors for the night must 
be given to Maria Gargano as 
Grandma in “ The Sandbox.” 
Although often seen in Wesley
an Theatre productions. Miss 
Gargano had never given a hint 
as  to her true potentials. She 
ruled the en tire  play from her 
f i r s t  sc reech  to the moment 
she calmly laid back her head 
and accepted her fate.

All taken, the plays ren d e r 
ed a suprem ely  enjoyable even
ing offering welcomed laughter, 
sought-after relaxation, and 
needed thoughts for pondering.

Roland Shaw
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the in te res t in population con
trol, Miss Cantrell went on to 
say. With the m ilitary  in te rest 
in Southeast Asia in the 60’s, 
it was impossible to ignore ano
ther rea lm  of in te rest that of 
an im mense population pro 
blem. It thus became feasible 
for the United States to s ta r t  
thinking about population con
tro l within its own country, 
most particu la rily  in disadvan
taged homes, who could not af
ford, and yet w ere im m assed 
in, large families.

Those two problem s w ere 
dealt with, said Miss C antrell 
through the use of dem onstra 
tion projects. In both the field 
of m ental retardation, and large 
fam ilies, dem onstrations have 
been se t up to show people how 
to deal with them. Such a p ro 
ject is Family Planning P ro 
jec t 721.

Speaking directly  of the local 
picture. Miss Cantrell then ela 
borated on the problem of the 
Nash-Edgecombe, Rocky Mount 
situation. The Family Planning

P ro ject 721 handles a caseload  
of 5000 to 7000 disadvantaged 
women.

The goals of the Family Plan
ning P ro ject 721 then, a re : 
“ to a s s is t  fam ilies in main
taining and attaining” , “ to a s 
s is t  families in spacing their 
ch ild ren” , and “ to decrease in
fant m ortality, mental r e ta rd a 
tion, and children born out of 
wedlock” . Thus a “ team ap
proach”  is needed, and used, 
with a doctor, social w orker, 
lab technicians, nurses, and fa
mily-planning aides, who work 
d irectly  with the people.

Miss C antrell ended with the 
Bill of Rights for Infants: “ the 
right to be wanted, the right to 
be born whole and well, and 
the right to have continued 
c a r e .”
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