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Letters To The Editor Editorial
E d ito r ’s  Note:

In o rd e r  to fulfill our policy 
0/  covering  cam pus news, wt; at- 
tem pled to investigafe the inc i
dent of the p a ss -k e y  that wa'? 
s to len  froni CaHipn.s ARC, Tom 
F re d r ic k s ,  H ere  a re  the r e 
su l ts  of our investigation of 
the incident.
D ear  Miss Robinson,

I re ce iv ed  a telephom^ r e 
quest  from John Hinnant in r e 
gard  to an inci'ient concern ing  
the m a s te r  key wliichbelongs to 
our Campus ARC, Mr Tom 
F re d r ic k s .  It was his u n d e r 
s tanding that the key had t>een

gone from T o m ’s posse ss io n  for 
quite a period  of time and 
that th is  might con-stitute an 
unauthorized p o sse ss io n  of a 
college key.

I spoke to Tom aV)out it. Ap
parently ,  the key was on a r ing  
of keys which belonged ro Tom, 
The e n t i re  r in g  was taken from 
h is room  wUhout his knowledge 
as  a p rank  by som e of the pledge 
c la ss .  It is my opinion thah 
they w e re  unaw are  of the fact 
tha t the ma.ster key was on it. 
The key and the key r ing  w e re  
out of T o m ’s posse ss ion  fo r ap
prox im ate ly  15-20 minutes.

Since th e re  w ere  no dam ages  
re su l t in g  from  ‘.his and s ince 
it ap p ea rs  that it w as a p rank 
which did not r e s u l t  in any p ro 
b lem s, I have d is m isse d  the 
m a tte r .

I did sp eak  to Tom about the 
s e r io u s n e s s  of the key being 
gone for even a sh o r t  period  of 
time. He un d ers tan d s  th is  and 
w ill make ev e ry  attempt to  see  
that the key is  not out of his 
p ossess ion .  If you o r  any of 
your s ta f f  have any questions 
about the m a tte r ,  I w ill  be 
happy to d is c u s s  it.

Sim Wilde

The Viva-Section
This column re p re se n ts  the 

points of view of J im  Van Laan 
and Dave Sipler and in no way 
re f le c ts  the opinions of THE 
DECREE, its  staff, o r  the s tu 
dent body. It is our s in c e re  
hope that the columi/ w ill  be 
read  objectively and opinions be 
sen t to the ed i to r  of THE DE
CREE for publication.

The co n tro v e rsy  over EN 
LOCO PARENTIS regula tions is 
n e i ther  a new phenomena nor 
unique to the Wesleyan c a m 
pus. Student c ircum navigation  
of ru le s  of conduct i s a p r o b le m  
on A L L  cam p uses  and existed 
before  S ir Thom as More d ro p 
ped out of Oxford

The a rg u m en ts  of both ad
m in is t r a to r s  and students  a re  
too w ell known for me to enu 
m e ra te  them, but I would ob
s e rv e  th a ‘ ne i ther  s ide  is c o m 
pletely r igh t nor totally  wrong. 
To d ispense  with all ru le s  of 
conduct would p erhaps  re s u l t  
in confusion and consternation . 
But to a t tem pt to  enforce  ad 
m ittedly a rch a ic  ru le s  of con 

duct by ex cess iv e ly  h a rs h  pun
ishm ents  would r e s u l t  in the 
com plete  des t ruc t io n  of adm in
is t ra t iv e  au thority  ( re sp ec t  for 
which long ago reached  the c r u 
c ia l  Iwv point).

Reform is needed. Everyone 
consulted ag re e s  with that 
s t a te m e n t - - r a d i c a l  o r  c o n s e r 
vative, student o r  faculty, even 
a d m in is tra t iv e  officials and at 
least one m e m b er  of the Board 
of T ru s te e s .  Why then isn ’t any 
action  taken?  The sam e old p ro 
b le m -- la c k  of ag reem en t  over 
methods and p ro cedu res ,  m i s 
t r u s t  and d is t ru s t ,  appearance  
age. The r e s u l t  is  that we 
“ make d o ”  w ithw hat now e x is ts  
until it co l lapses .  Stupid i s n ’t 
It?

It is however the t rad it iona l 
method through wliich changes 
a r e  im p le m e n te d - -“ n ec ess i ty  
is  the m other  of invention”  and 
a l l  that. But why the he l l  m us t 
we w ait when even the m ost 
unenlightened individual can see  
w here  the p re s e n t  co u rse  of 
ac tion  is  leading us. Each tim e 
the machine b reak s  the p a r t s

Tightening Of Policy
(Continued from Page 1)

r e a l ly  knows what kind of co l 
lege W esleyan is. The r e s u l t  of 
young co lleges everyw here . 
Dean Wilde noted, is  the fac to r  
of constantly  questing  the p u r 
pose of the college,

A basic  p rob lem  of W esleyan 
s tudents .  Dean Wilde said , is 
the over-w helm ing  lack of a c a 
dem ic  concern  The exp ec 
ta tions of the faculty a re  much 
h igher than the p e r fo rm an c es  
of the s tudents ,  resu l t in g  in fee
lings of in fe r io r i ty ,  f ru s tra t io n ,  
u n res t ,  and tension

In try ing  to b e t te r  the s t u 
dent m oral,  the a d m in is t ra 
tion s e e s  only one way and 
that is  to tighten up on the po

licy of Wesleyan, with d i s 
cuss ion  and considera t ion  from 
both points of view

Some of the po lic ies  m ention 
ed included a t ig h te r  policy 
tow ard “ d ru n k s”  on cam pus, 
a  policy of opposition to d rugs 
on cam pus, h a rd e r  lines on 
the conditions of buildings and 
d o rm ito r ie s ,  conduct and b e 
havior of s tudents ,  and a h a r 
d e r  demand on student a c t i 
v it ies  to build up th e ir  e f fec 
tiveness .

Students w ill now have a m ore  
influential ro le  on campus, s h a 
r in g  re sp on s ib i l i ty  with the ad 
m in is tra t io n  c re a t in g  the p o li 
c ie s  of Wesleyan, Dean Wilde 
said.
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become h a rd e r  to find and r e 
assem b le .  T he^next time the 
machine b reak s  may well be the 
last. Why chance i t?  We can

(Continued on P age 3)

Precedence And Prejudice
We q je s t io n  the motivation tiehlnd the faculty  motion to go 

into executive se s s io n  at las t  Tuesday’s scheduled faculty m e e t 
ing. G enarally , the fold into executive s e s s io n  is indicative 
of a m eeting  to be held without the p resence  o '  som e m'?mi:ors 
of the group who a re  not on the te a ih ing  faculty. Ho'A'ever, 
we fee l tha t in this fold, the student re p re se n ta t iv e  Dan Davis, 
w?i3 the one m e m b e r  whose p re s e n s e  was not wanted

At the m eeting  las t week, the f i r s t  meeting in which the s t u 
dent re p re se n ta t iv e  w as excluded, our fe a r s  w,ere that the denial 
of a t tendance would s e t  a p reced en ce  for future exclusion. It 
ap p e a rs  that th is  is what has h.appened It has been re p o r te d  that 
the motion was m.3de to go into executive se s s io n  before  the agen 
da  had even bean introduced. It has a lso  been rep o r ted  th.it the 
faculty vote stood at a n a rraw  15-14. We w ere  as encouraged 
by the 14 votes of the faculty as  we w ere  d iscouraged  by the 15 
tha t excluded Dan Davis. We hope that las t T uesday’s w ill be 
that last meeting tha t Is disso,’.ved into executive s e s s io n  on the 
motion of a faculty m.?m^.er who has admitted tha t he is p e r 
sonally  p.rejuiiced aga ias t  the s tudent rep resan tiv e .

We com mand those m e m b e rs  oi the faiiulty who w ere  open- 
minded enough to re f ra in  from  voting fo r  the exclusion of our 
re p re se n ta t iv e  before the agenda of the mooting had tx?en an
nounced.

Senate Allocates 
Money For Decree
John.

The F e b ru a ry  9 Senate m e e t 
ing opened with a motion from 
the Constitution Comm ittee 
which provided a constitu tion 
a l am endm ent allowing a r is in g  
junior o r  s e n io r  to run for the 
p res idency  of the SGA. As s t a t 
ed in BISHOP’S LAW, before 
any constitu tional am endm ent 
can be subm itted  to the student 
body for a vote the amendment 
m ust be p assed  by the Senate 
by at leas t a tw o-th irds  vote of 
approval. When the above-m en
tioned am endm ent w as placed 
on the floor for a vote, it  r e 
ceived seven  affirm ative  votes 
a s  against four negative votes 
with one abstentation. Falling  
one vote sh o r t  of the requ ired  
eight, the motion for amendment 
was thus defeated. The con st i 
tution C om m ittee  fu r th e r  moved 
to table a p rev iously  passed  
motion concern ing  A rtic le  IX, 
Section 1 of the SGA c o n s t i 
tution The com m ittee  wished 
to see the re s u l t s  of the pend
ing constitu tional amendment 
dealing  with the composition of 
the Constitution C om m ’ttee  b e 
fo re  considering  A rtic le  IX, 
Section 1 of the SGA const i 
tution. The motion was second 
ed and passed,

John Kordulak, ch a irm an  of 
the G rievance Committee, r e 
ported tha‘ he had taken a list 
of g rievances  to Mr. Sawyer. 
The grievances  dealt with c a m 
pus lights, the le tte r  ‘L ’ at 
the cam pus en trance  and the 
chim es system , Kordulak stated 
tha t Sawyer would act toward 
rem edying the.se g rievances .  
The G rievance Committee has 
spent much time and effort on 
the question of additional te-

Activists Tapped
It was announced at the T u e s 

day a ssem bly  by John Ktxlulak, 
that the six  new meml>ers of 
“ The A c tiv is ts”  w ere  Dan 
Davis. John Hinnant. Bill B ran t 
ley. J im  Gill, Ken C a r te r ,  and 
John Hornaday.

“ The A c tiv is ts ’’ is the ho
n o ra ry  m ale  society  at W es
leyan whose re q u ire m e n ts  a^e 
to be in the top 35% of th e ir  
c la ss  and excell in two fields of 
in te res t .

lephone s e r v ic e  in the d orm s. 
During the week, I rece ived  
a m em o from Dean Wilde which 
s ta ted  that the financial s i tu a 
tion of the college made any 
additional te lephones in the 
do rm s an im possibility . I hope 
th is  is not the last word.

When the floor was opened 
to  old bus iness ,  the Senate p a s s 
ed a motion of approval for 
the a l location  of $670,00 to the 
DECREE from  the SGA m a tc h 
ing fund As a fu r th e r  m a tte r  
of old business ,  the Senate p a s s 
ed a motion of approval con
cern ing  the questionnaire  c i r 
culated by Ken C a r te r .  The 
questionnaire  sought student 
opinion on the questions of exam 
schedules. Approxim ately 62% 
of the ques tionna ires  w ere  r e 
tu rned  to C a r t e r  with a m a 
jo r i ty  of students being in favor 
of a sy s tem  whereby a p ro f e s 
s o r  w ill s e t  up two or th ree  
differen t exam  dates. The m o
tion of approval s tipulated that 
the r e s u l t s  of the questionnaire  
be taken to the faculty meeting 
by s tudent rep re se n ta t iv e  Dan 
Davis. The Senate Com m ittee  
on the Capita l Funds C am p
aign rep o r ted  that it m et with 
C irc le  K and plans have been 
made for a d inne r and xalent

show to ra i se  funds for the 
campaign.

New b u sin ess  brought a d i s 
cuss ion between Sarah Askew 
and s e v e r a l  s e n a to rs  regard ing  
the a ffa irs  of the Social Com 
m iss ion  Except for the fact 
that the Senate was Informed 
of the re s t r ic t iv e  budget of 
the com m ission , li tt le  was r e 
solved. In fu r therance  of new 
business ,  I rep o r ted  to the Se
mite that I had rece ived  during 
the week a req ues t  from P r e 
s iden t Collins to seek  out Se 
nate thought on the possib il i ty  
of es tab lish ing  a chap te r  of 
the Gam m a Beta Phi Society 
on cam pus. The society  is d e 
dicated to academ ic  a c 
com plishm ent and se rv ice .  Se 
nate opinion was unfavorable to 
the es tab lishm en t of such a so 
ciety. As rep o r ted  tiefore, Ibe- 
lieve the Senate p ra i s e s  without 
qualification your p roposal to 
dea l with the food s ituation on 
cam pus. I believe Ned Hill w ill 
prove to be a m ost competent 
m e m b er of the Board of D irec 
to rs  as the rep re se n ta t iv e  from 
the Senate .

Respectfully,
Bill B rantley  

P res id en t  of the Senate
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