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‘Miracle Worker’ Reviewed; Mizelle, O’Grady Acclaimed
By GARY CHRISTOPHER

When one beg ins  a th ea tr i 
c a l  rev iew , one often u s e s  the 
convention of saying, “ A s the 
curta in  r o s e  on the opening  
night . . Sorry, folks. The  

Tank Theatre  of Roi^ky Mount 
d o e sn ’t have a curtain; nor do es  
It have an o r ch es tra  pit. But  
what it d o e s  have is  a group of 
am ateur  a c to rs  that perform  
with the se n s it iv i ty  of p ro 
fe s s io n a ls .  And it has a r a 
ther outstanding producer- d i 
rec to r .

THE MIRACLE WORKER, the 

play which w a s  presented  at the 
Tank on W ednesday night and 
w il l  continue through February  
28, w as in a word an out
standing production. The play  
by W illiam  Gibson ch r o n ic le s  
the turbulent relat ionsh ip  b e 
tw een a teach er  and a s i x - y e a r -  
old deaf and blind child in 
the 1880’s .  The world now knows  
that this rela t ionsh ip  betw een  
Helen K eller  and her te a ch 
er  Annie Sullivan w as one that 
resu lted  in an insp iration  for  
a ll  people, for Helen K eller  
truly becam e a wom an of in 
sp iration. Yet th is  play does  
not stand on the la u re ls  of He
len K eller . It i s  instead an 
in len se  dram a that te l l s  the 
s to r y  of a f la il ing  invalid and 
an indominable Irish g ir l  and 
of the m agic  that resu lted .

D irec tor  F ra n ce s  R oyster  
wa.s e x tr e m e ly  c re a t iv e  in her  
presentation . The m inim um  of 
aesth e tic  d is ta n ce  betw een au
dience  and a c to rs  a llow ed M iss  
I?oyster to c r e a te  a sh aring  
that W.1S a lm o st  frightening at 
time.s. The play w as c le a r ly  
d irec ted  in tr icate ly  as indicat
ed by the sc e n e  in which te a ch 
er  and pupil fought v io lently  
for e igh t  and a half m inutes

(p lea se  n o t i c e - - !  t im ed it). T his  
fight w a s  d irec ted  in su ch  a 
w ay as to im ply  open and im 
m ediate  h o s t il i ty .  Yet the au 
d ience  w a s  e v e r  aware of the 
innocent m otivation behind the 
hostil i ty ,  and we w e r e  fo r 
ced to lend our c o m p a ss io n  and 
to  absorb  th is  brutality . Surely  
much of th is  depends on the a c 
tor, but to provide the c ir c u m 
s ta n c e s  and in tr ica te  b locking  
n e c e s s a r y  for  this e f fec t  and to 
turn th is  in tr ic ity  into chaos  
i s  an art. T his  i s  only one of 
many ex a m p les  of M iss Roy
s t e r ’s  fine d irection.

The leading lad ies for the 
production w e r e  E ileen  O’Grady  
as Annie Sullivan and 1 0 -y e a r -  
old M arcy G race  Stewart a s  the 
s i x - y e a r - o ld  Helen K eller .  
Child p e r fo r m e r s  are  se ld o m  
ca lled  upon to be anything but 
cute. M iss  Stewart did not c o n 
tain h e r s e l f  to th is  m axim ,  
how ever , for  sh e  p resented  a 
m ature c h a ra cter iza t io n  of the 
blind g ir l .  She s e t  the audience  
i l l  at e a s e  in that they shared  
J a m e s  K e l le r ’s  fee l in g  of being  
em b a r r a s se d  to s e e  her m oving  
about s o  h e lp le s s ly .  Her m o v e 
m ents w e r e  unbalanaced as if  we  
questioned whether sh e  w e r e  in 
sa n e  a s  w e l l  as blind and deaf.  
She m aintained this posture  
until the v e ry  end, when sh e  d e 
ve loped to  the point of our a c 
cep tance, With her newfound 
knowledge, sh e  becam e like a 
r o s e  that g oes  back into the 
bud.

E ileen  O’Grady in the ro le  of 
Annie Sullivan w a s  as s e n t i 
m enta l and c o m p ro m is in g  as an 
arm y tank. A s far  from  a c o m 
plim ent as that m ay sound, she  
slapped the audience with her  
ch a r a cte r iz a t io n  and brought us  
through the turbulence with an 
innate un derstand in gof  her tr ia l  
and eventual tribulation. Her
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Ir ish  tem p erm en t  justly  showed  
through, for  Annie wa.s indom i
nable and im p r a c t ic a l  yet  at 
t im e s  v e ry  w arm  and caring . It 
would be e a s y  to portray  A n
nie  Sullivan a s  a p s e u d o -su p e r 
human whom  we know would win  
out in the end, O’Grady a s  
Annie w a s  not this superhum an,  
how ever, for  she  w as very  hu
man with a l l  the doubts, fe a rs ,  
and c o m p lex e s .  We m ust c o n 
s id e r  th is  to  be one of M iss  
O’G rady’s  m o st  s e n s it iv e  
c h a r a c te r  i z a t io n s .

Vance M ize lle  proved r.hat he 
i s  an ev en  better  actor  o n s ta g e  
than he i s  in the c la s s r o o m .  
This s ta tem en t  alone i s  tang i 
ble  ev id en ce  that h is  p e r fo r 
m ance  on W ednesday night w as  
laudable. A l l  lev ity  a s id e ,  Mr. 
M ize lle  w a s  com m anding in his  
r o le  of Caption K eller . He w as  
an ir a s c ib le  Southern gentlem an  
who w a s  g iven  to  p ra c t ic a l ity  
m o st  of the t im e  and under
standing only at in terv a ls .  He 
w a s able , however, to s t e e r  
away from  the s tero ty p if ica t io n  
that one often s e e s  in su ch  a 
c h a ra cter .  His ro le  w a s  a un
ique co m p lem en t  to the s t r u g 
g le  betw een  Annie and Helen and 
to the human re la t ionsh ip  that 
w as sh ared  in the K eller  h o u se 
hold, In a ll.  a fine perform an ce .

Kate and J a m e s  K eller  as  
portrayed r e s p e c t iv e ly  by J i l l  
Wood lie f  and Jay Ste 11m on w e r e  
acted and d irec ted  w e l l .  Kate 
w a s v e r y  convincing. Her 
s c r e a m  in the opening s c e n e  
and the em otion  which fo l low 
ed e f fe c t iv e ly  s te e le d  the au-
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d ience, fo rced  us to d isc o v e r  
the gravity  of the situation,  
and im m e r se d  us into the un
com fo rta b le  c ir c u m sta n ce s .  
J a m e s  w a s  s im i la r ly  convinc 
ing. though w e w e r e  forced  to 
w onder about the m otivation  
l)ehind so m e  of J a m e s  K e l le r ’s  
cha ra cter  d ev e lop m en ts .  This ,  
howev^er, m ay w e l l  be the fault  
of the playw right rather than 
Mr, Ste 11mon.

The ex p e r ie n c e  at the Tank 
Theater  w a s  indeed a p lea s in g  
one. The m o st  p leasant note  
w as the im m ed ia te  rapport b e 
tween audience  and ca st .  The 85 
se a t s  at the Tank are arra n g 
ed in three  rows, the f i r s t  of 
w hich i s  actually  in the m iddle  
of the s ta g e .  The s e t w a s  s t r u c 
turally  s im p le  yet tech n ica l 
ly in tr icate .  Lighting by Ri
chard Ward w a s  e x c e l le n t  in 
that it manipulated our atten-

North’s Reply
(Continued from Page 1)

Parenta l P e r m is s io n  Slips  
w hich sta te  that the student m ay  
u s e  her own d isc r e t io n  in s ig n 
ing out overnight. The Council  
i s  a l s o  objecting to the “ ch eck -  
in g -u p ”  policy  which w i l l  be e n 
forced  if  there is  “ r ea so n  to  
doubt that the inform ation on 
the Special L eave Card is  in 
v a l id ,”  BISHOP’S L A.W. s ta te s  
that the in tegrity  of W esleyan  
students w i l l  not be questioned.  
The North Hall D orm  Council  
c o n s id e r s  this a valuable a s 
pect o f  r e s p e c t  for the indi
vidual.

tion p r e c i s e ly  on the s m a l l  se t .
The Tank Theatre  produc

tion of THE MIRACLE WORK
ER w a s  a v e r y  Mature p ro 
duction fo r  su ch  a s m a l l  a m a
teur  troupe. It showed or ig ina 
lity  in ac t ing  and in d irection;  
w e are  m ade ea g er  to s e e  what  
i s  done w ith  future production.

A m ajor  p r e re q u is ite  for  s u c 
c e s s f u l  th ea tr ica l  c r i t i c i s m  is  
that the r ev ie w er  be able to find 
so m eth ing  to pan or to  tear  apart  
in re la t io n  to the show; this i s  
to  sa y  that adm iring r e v ie w e r s  
don’t s e l l  new spapers .  It i s  
with out apology however, that  
th is  r e v ie w e r  a c c la im s  the Tank 
production of THE MIRACLE  
WORKE R a s  a  dram atic  e x p e r 
ien ce  that i s  s im p ly  not lack 
ing in v ita li ty  and talent,

NOTICE

E lection  for  the student-  
e lec ted  rep re se n ta t iv e  to the  
ca fe te r ia  Board of D ir e c to r s  
w il l  be held on February  19th, 
Vote and be heard. You have  
nothing to  lose .
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