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lonathan Williams to 
speak at Wesleyan

J o n a t h a n  W i l l i a m s ,  p o e t  
and  pub lisher  from H ighlands ,  
North Carolina, will be  visiting 
W esleyan  on April 25 and  26.

At 9 o ’clock on the  even ing  of 
the 25th , he will give a read ing  
of his poem s in the Browsing 
Room of the  Library. At 11 
o ’clock on the m orn ing  of the 
26th,  he will p resen t  a slide 
lec ture  on twentie th  century  
poetry ti tled “ An Iconography 
of Poets  in O ur T im e .”  The 
lecture is sponsored  in par t  by 
th e  N o r th  C a r o l in a  A r t s  
Council an d  is p re s e n te d  as 
the concluding event of the 
exhibit ion “ Art and  Education  
at Black M ounta in  C o llege .”  
shown at the Rocky M ount 
Arts  and  Crafts  C en te r  this 
past  J a n u a ry  and  February .

Will iams a.ttended Princeton 
Univers ity for two years  and  
stud ied  pa in t ing  and  des ign  in 
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  C h ic a g o  
before  discovering the e d u c a 
t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  a f f o r d e d  
him n ea re r  hom e by Black 
M ounta in  College. T here  he 
s tud ied  writ ing u n d e r  Charles  
Olson with such d is t ingu ished  
con tem porary  w ri ters  as Joel 
O p p e n h e i m e r  a n d  F i e l d i n g  
Dawson. T here  also h e  found a 
si tuat ion  w here  his  ideas  about  
writ ing an d  his ideas  about 
p u b l i s h i n g  c o u ld  d e v e l o p  
toge ther .  In 1951 the  first 
publica t ions of w hat  Will iams 
c h o s e  to  ca l l  T h e  J a r g o n  
Society appea red .

T h e  J a r g o n  S o c ie ty  h a s  
con t inued  for som e 27 y ea rs  as 
a un ique  publish ing  ven ture .

So far  som e 90 i tem s have 
b e e n  p u b l i s h e d .  All a r e  
charac te r ized  by meticulous 
at ten t ion  to the  des ign  of the 
book. The writ ing chosen for 
publication is genera l ly  c h a r 
ac ter ized  by its opposi tion to 
li terary fashion. D ist inguished  
w r i t e r s  s u c h  a s  W i l l i a m s  
him self ,  Joel O ppenhe im er ,  
K e n n e t h  P a t c h e n ,  C h a r l e s  
Olson, R obert  Creeley, Robert 
D u n c a n ,  L o u is  Z u k o f s k y ,  
Irving Layton, Denise Lever- 
tov, Michael McClure,  H enry  
M i l l e t ,  L a r ry  E i g n e r ,  a n d  
Russell  Edson ,  many connec t 
ed  w i th  B lack  M o u n t a i n  
College, a re  rep re se n te d  in the 
ser ies.

Will iams h im se lf  has  p u b 
l ished m any  volum es of poetry  
often in small  edi t ions by

a l t e r n a t i v e  p u b l i s h i n g  v e n t 
u res  such as his own. A 
s e l e c t i o n  o f  h is  p o e m s  
pub li shed  be tw een  1957 and  
1967, An E a r  In B a r t ra m ’s 
T ree ,  pub lished  in paperback

by New Directions , is avai lable 
in t h e  W e s l e y a n  C o l l e g e  
Bookstore, along with a more 
recen t  collection, pub lished  by 
Truck P ress ,  called U ntinears  
& A n t e n n a e  F o r  M a u r i c e  
Ravel.  A selection of books

writ ten  des igned  or published 
by Will iams will be on display 
in the library display case 
beg inn ing  April 17.

In N o v e m b e r  o f  1977, 
W ill iams w as  honored by the 
s ta te  of North Carolina with 
th e  G o v e r n o r ’s A w a r d  fo r  
d is t ingu ished  service to the 
a r t s  in N o r th  C a r o l in a .  
W esleyan  is privileged to have 
him on its cam pus.

R upper t  M undy

Wesleyan has first 

art show
W e s l e y a n ’s F i r s t  A n n u a l  

Art Show opened  on M onday  
evening,  Feb.  13, 1978 in The 
Browsing Room of the  Library. 
More than  fifty pieces of work 
c o m p l e t e d  by  f a c u l ty  a n d  
s tu d e n ts  in m ed ium s  rang ing  
from needlework to sculpture  
were  on display and  were  
v iewed by m e m b e rs  of the  
College C om m unity .  A recep 
tion w as  hosted  for the  viewers  
by m e m b e rs  of the  Art Show 
C om m it tee  which w as chaired  
by M s. J a n e  Wilson.

The concept of an art show 
at W es leyan  b eg an  in A ugust  
of th is pas t  yea r  ^nd  grew into 
an actual  even t  as a result  of 
m uch  ha rd  work an d  p rodding  
on the  part  of J a n .  S tuden ts  : 
and  m e m b e rs  of the  faculty  
and  s ta f f  w ere  invited to en te r  
the ir  works in the  show, with 
o n ly  t h e  s t u d e n t s  b e i n g  
e l i g i b l e  fo r  p r i z e s  to  b e  
aw arded .

P r i z e  m o n e y  w a s  m a d e  
available  for the  show by the 
g en e ro u s  contr ibut ions o f  the 
W e s l e y a n  W o m e n  a n d  th e  
SGA S e n a t e .  P r i z e s  w e r e  
aw arded  as follows: First place 
—  M ary  Kinley for a still life

ren d e red  in charcoal ; Second 
places — Johnny  MacCormick 
for a pho tograph ,  “ Sunrise  
over N ags  H e a d ”  and ,  Pam 
Sandersen  for “ Sun on the  
H orizon”  done in loopings.

Honorab le  m entions  were  
a w a r d e d  to  t h e  fo l lo w in g :  
Teresa  K ing for two special 
e t c h i n g s ,  “ B a b y ”  a n d  an  
Untit led work; Ann Kirby for 
pho tog raphy  and  for a pencil 
e tch ing  of Catfish H un ter ;  J an  
Wilson for “ H o m e ”  done in 
w a t e r  c o lo r s  a n d  c h a r c o a l ;  
M ary  Kinley for a work in ink; 
S t e v e  B r y a n t  fo r  “ E g y p t ”  
done in pastels ;  and,  Ashlen 
Hyatt  for a need lepoin t bell 
pull from h e r  original design.

J u d g e s  for the even t  were  
Ms. Daisy Thorpe  and  Ms. 
Bunny Ryals who is currently  
serv ing as Artis t in R esidence  
at W esleyan .

The ar t  show w as cons ider 
ed a success  by the  a r t is ts  who 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n d  by  th e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  
C o m m u n i t y  w h o  w e r e  in 
a t ten d an ce  for the opening.  
Plans a re  to continue the  art  
show as an annual even t  on the  
cam pus .

Don’t Miss

Jonathan Williams

JONATHAN WILLIAMS

An '^Hnternationally 

unknown poet’’
Like al l g o o d  p o e t r y ,  

Jo n a th a n  W ill iam s’s is m ade  
up  of two apparen t ly  ir recon
ci lable e lem en ts ,  which he 
b l e n d s  w i th  h u m o r  a n d  
in t e l l i g e n c e .  W i l l i a m s  ca l ls  
h i m s e l f  an  “ in t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
unknow n p o e t”  and  thinks of 
h im se lf  as be ing  “ insanely  
r e f in e d .”  His poem s are  filled 
with re fe rences  to fo rebears  in 
the a r t s  of music ,  pain ting ,

and  wri t ing, many of whose 
nam es  are  unknown, or little 
known, today. This gives his 
poetry  a surface obscurity. “ It 
is to  s o u n d / s u c h  u n k n o w n  
m e n / I  write — ”  he writes.

Such a purpose  m akes  his 
poem s initially hard  to read .

W h a t  b r i n g s  th i s  i n s a n e  
re f inem ent  into balance  is an 
equal ly  s t rong  com m itm en t  to 
the so-called “ com m onp lace .”  
Will iams writes tha t  “ I like to 
catch people  speaking  ‘poem s '  
w ho never  heard  of the word 
poet. It has  been  my business ,  
along with many o the rs  my 
supe r io rs . . . to  try to ra ise  ‘the 
com m on '  to grace, to pay very 

close attent ion  to the earthy, 
for one  th in g ."  " P o e m s . ”  he 
says e lsew here ,  " a r e  but the 
deified prosaic  speech of plain 
men and  w o m e n .”  The two 
j )oem s prin ted  in this new s 
p ap e r  show the congruence  of 
these  two d ispara te  ideas of 
the na tu re  and  function of 
poetry .

(Continued on P a g e  4)


