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A  f r i e n d  te le p h o n e d  F r i d a y  n ig h t  
to  c o m m e n t  f a v o ra b ly  on th a t  e v e n in g 's  
e d i t o r i a l ,  an d  e x p r e s s e d  the  hope  th a t  
A m e r i c a  w i l l  so m e h o w  b e c o m e  m i n d 
fu l  o f  the m e n a c e  o f  C o m m u n is m .  The 
c a l l e r  h a s  a r e c o r d  o f  d i s t in g u i s h e d  
s e r v i c e  in  e d u c a t io n  and  h a s , ’ p e r h a p s  
a s  m u c h  a s  any  o th e r  N o r th  C a r o l in ia n ,  
an  a w a r e n e s s  o f  p r o b le m s  in  o u r  e d u 
c a t io n a l  s y s t e m .

He e x p r e s s e d  the hope th a t  we 
w ould  c o m m e n t  on the  f a i l u r e  of o u r  
p u b l ic  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  to p ro v id e  t r a i n 
ing  fo r  o u r  b o y s  an d  g i r l s  a s  to  the  
i n h e r e n t  d a n g e r s  of  C o m m u n is m .  He 
m e n t io n e d  th a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  to d a y  a 
v i r t u a l  i m p a s s e  b e tw e e n  sc h o o ls  and 
p a r e n t s  on  the  q u e s t io n  of  w h e th e r  a 
s tu d y  of C o m m u n is m  sh o u ld  be  m a d e  
in  o u r  s c h o o ls .

T h is  i s  n o t  so  s t r a n g e  a s  m ig h t  
a p p e a r  a t  f i r s t  g la n c e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o n e 
th e l e s s  r e g r e t t a b l e .  C e r t a in ly  i t  
u n d e r s c o r e s  a  f a i lu r e  on the  p a r t  of 
b o th  the  s c h o o ls  and  the p a r e n t s .  And 
i t  i s  d i f f ic u l t  to  s a y ,  c o n s t r u c t iv e ly ,  
who sh o u ld  m a k e  the  f i r s t  m o v e  in  
c o r r e c t i n g  the  s i tu a t io n .

I t  h a r d l y  s e e m s  d e b a ta b le  th a t  
the  young p e o p le  of  A m e r i c a  shou ld  
know  an d  u n d e r s t a n d  C o m m u n is m ,  
and  th e  t e r r o r  and the  ty r a n n y  w h ich  
i t  i s  b r e e d in g  a r o u n d  the w o r ld .  B u t 
we im a g in e  th a t  m a n y  p a r e n t s  would  
p r e f e r  t h a t  n o th in g  be ta u g h t  in  o u r  
s c h o o ls  a b o u t  C o m m u n is m  if  t h e r e  i s  
a  r i s k  th a t  the  t e a c h e r s  th e m s e lv e s  
do n o t  fu l ly  u n d e r s t a n d  and  a p p r e c i a t e  
the d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  p r in c ip l e s  
of A m e r i c a n  and  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l s  o f  
C o m m u n i s m .

It i s  e a s y  to  u n d e r s t a n d  the u n 
e a s i n e s s  on the p a r t  of p a r e n t s  w hen  
a  p r o p o s a l  i s  a d v a n c e d  th a t  a  c o u r s e  
in  C o m m u n is m  be ad d ed  to  a  s c h o o l 's  
c u r r i c u l u m .  So m u c h  h a s  b e e n h e a r d  
f r o m  c e r t a i n  e d u c a t o r s ,  im p ly in g  
th a t  th e y  speaik fo r  a l l  t e a c h e r s ,  
a d v o c a t in g -  - a n d  e v e n  o r i g i n a t i n g - -

g o v e r n m e n ta l  t r e n d s  w h ich  th e y  c a l l  
" s o c i a l  r e f o r m .  " O f ten  th e s e  t r e n d s  
a r e  too  f a r  a  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  fu n d a 
m e n ta l  A m e r i c a n i s m  fo r  m a n y  p a r e n t s  
to  sw a llo w . T hus  f la g s  of s u s p ic io n  
a r e  u n ju s t i f i a b ly  r a i s e d  o v e r  a l l  
s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s .

F o r tu n a t e ly ,  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  a r e  
in  a  p o s i t io n  to e s t a b l i s h  a  c l im a te  of 
a c c e p ta n c e  fo r  t e a c h in g  th e  m e n a c e  
of C o m m u n is m .  T h is  c a n  be a c h ie v e d  
by  e m p h a s iz in g  th e  th in g s  w h ic h  m a d e  
th is  c o u n t r y  g r e a t - - a n d  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  
a l l  o th e r  n a t io n s  in  h i s t o r y .

T h is  m e a n s ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  i n 
d i r e c t  r id i c u l e  of the  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  
s y s t e m  m u s t  be d i s c o n t in u e d ,  a n d  th a t  
s u p p o r t  f o r  f u r t h e r  s o c i a l i s t i c  i n r o a d s  
m u s t  be  ab a n d o n e d .  S choo l t e a c h e r s  
m u s t  e x e r c i s e  c a r e  t h a t  c h i ld r e n  a r e  
ta u g h t  th a t  a  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  p r o m i s e s  
to  g ive th e m  e v e ry th in g  th e y  w a n t  is  
a l s o  a  g o v e r n m e n t  th a t  w i l l  one d ay  
ta k e  e v e ry th in g  th e y  h a v e .  The c h i l 
d r e n  m u s t  be  p e r s u a d e d  th a t  p e r s o n a l  
r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  w hile  n o t  a lw a y s  the 
e a s y  w ay ,  i s  th e  o n ly  w ay  th a t  r e a l  
f r e e d o m  c a n  be p r e s e r v e d .

T h is  i s  n o t  to  s u g g e s t  th a t  m a n y  
t e a c h e r s  a r e  n o t  a l r e a d y  e s p o u s in g  
th i s  p h i lo so p h y ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  th a t  
m a n y  do n o t .  A nd th o s e  who do n o t  
a r e  u n w it t in g ly  c r e a t i n g  the  c l im a te  of 
d i s t r u s t  w h ich ,  a s  o u r  f r i e n d  a c k n o w l 
e d g e d  on F r i d a y  n ig h t ,  d o e s  e x i s t .

T h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  fo r  i n c r e a s e d  
c o n f id en ce  b e tw e e n  p a r e n t  and  t e a c h e r ,  
f o r  w h en  th i s  i s  a c h ie v e d ,  s u p p o r t  fo r  
s c h o o ls  an d  t h e i r  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  co m e  
w ith  a  r u s h  f a r  b eyond  the  im a g in a t io n  
of an y  v i s i o n a r y  on  the  p o l i t i c a l  s c e n e .  
And th i s  sh o u ld  be the  o r ig in  of  su c h  
s u p p o r t ,  fo r  th e n  t h e r e  w i l l  t r u l y  be 
a  new  d ay  f o r  p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n .

T h is  sh o u ld  n o t  in v o lv e  undue 
p r o b l e m s .  The th in k in g  of s o m e - -  
b o th  p a r e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s - - m a y  n e e d  
so m e  a d ju s tm e n t ;  so m e  te x tb o o k s  m a y  
n e e d  d i s c a r d i n g .  B u t once  p a r e n t s  
a r e  c o n v in c e d  th a t  a l l  t e a c h e r s  know  
w h a t  r e a l  A m e r i c a n i s m  i s ,  th e n  th e r e
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