
FIXER SCHOOL

(C o n tin u ed  f r o m  p ag e  7 )

C u ttin g  the  t h r e a d s  on 
r o d s  m ig h t  lo o k  e a s y  and  
s im p le ;  h o w e v e r ,  p r o p e r  
t r a in in g  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  a r e  
e s s e n t i a l  to  g e t t in g  th i s  job  
done r i g h t .  In  f ig u re  7, 
B a l l a r d  S h a t le y  o b s e r v e s  a s  
B i l l ie  S t r a t to n  s t a r t s  c u tt in g  
th r e a d s  w ith  a  d ie .  N ote 
S t r a t to n  i s  g r a s p in g  th e  die 
h a n d le s  f i r m l y  and  h a s  the  
d ie  p e r p e n d ic u l a r  to  the  ro d .

O th e r  p h a s e s  o f  b e n c h  
w o rk  in c lu d e  u s e  o f  d r i l l s  
an d  d r i l l  p r e s s e s ,  c o u n te r  
s in k in g ,  p r o p e r  u s e  o f  h a c k  
sa w s  an d  f i l in g ,  a n d  the  u s e  
o f c a l i p e r s ,  d iv id e r s  and 
s q u a r e s .

E v e r y  m e c h a n ic  w il l  
r e a d i ly  r e c o g n iz e  the  d i f 
f ic u l ty  of d r i l l in g  w ith  d u l l  
d r i l l  b i t s . S tu d e n ts  in  the  
b e n c h  c o u r s e  a r e  ta u g h t  how 
to  g r in d  d r i l l  b i t s  a s  w e l l  a s  
the  m a in te n a n c e  o f  o th e r  
h a n d  t o o l s .

C a r l i s s  L ong , P l a n t  #6 , 
i s  a n  a d v a n c e d  s tu d e n t  o n  KN 
m a c h in e s ,  h a v in g  b e e n  p r e 
v io u s ly  e n r o l l e d  in  th e  f i x e r  
s c h o o l .  He h ad  h i s  t r a in in g  
in  b e n c h  w o rk  in  the  p r e v io u s  
s e s s i o n  a n d  is  now  t r a in in g  
on  the  m a c h in e s .  In  f ig u re  8 , 
L ong  i s  c h e c k in g  th e  h e e l  an d  
toe  t a k e - u p  w ith  I n s t r u c t o r  
D o tso n .

P r e l i m i n a r y  i n s t r u c t io n  
on  m a c h in e  o p e r a t io n s  i n 
c lude  s s t i t c h  f o r m a t i o n s , 
how  the  s in k e r s  h o ld  the  
s t i t c h  in  p l a c e ,  a n d  w h a t  
h a p p e n s  w hen  s in k e r s  do 
n o t  fu n c t io n  o r  w h en  the  
l a t c h  d o e s  n o t  w o rk .


