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ANDY KING, PLANT FOUR FIXER, RETIRES

W IT H 53 YEAR S  

CONTIISUOUS E M P L O Y M E N T

L. A. K ing , 
f i x e r ,  P l a n t  #4, 
r e t i r e d  M ay  17 
w ith  53 y e a r s  of 
co n t in u o u s  e m p l o y 
m e n t  a t  A d a m s -  
M i l l i s  p la n t s  in  
K e r n e r s v i l l e  an d  
H igh P o in t .

In 1910, b e fo re  
h i s  10th b i r t h d a y ,
A ndy s t a r t e d  in  the 
L i t t l e  H igh  P o in t  
P l a n t  r a v e l in g  lo o p -  
e r  e d g e s  fo r  the  l o o p e r s .  T hen ,  t h e r e  
w e r e  no  lo o p e r  k n iv e s  on the  m a c h in e s  
to c u t  off the  lo o p e r  c l i p s .  The so c k ,  
o r  s to c k in g ,  w a s  pu t  on the loop ing  
m a c h in e  and  the lo o p e r  would  r a v e l  
the lo o p e r  edge  down to the lo o p e r  
p o in t  b e fo re  the loop ing  m a c h in e  c lo s e d  
the toe  of the so c k .  M an y  of the  l o o p 
e r s  p a id  c h i l d r e n  to do th is  r a v e l in g  
a f t e r  s c h o o l  and  d u r in g  sc h o o l  v a c a 
t ion . F o r  th is  w o rk  in  the a f t e rn o o n  
a f t e r  s c h o o l  and  on  S a tu r d a y s ,  Andy 
w as  p a id  $1. 80 h is  f i r s t  p a y  day .  He 
s a y s  now th a t  w a s  a  lo t  o f  m o n e y  fo r  
a  boy then .

The s u p e r v i s o r  o f  the  k n i t t in g  and  
loop ing  d e p a r t m e n t  q u ic k ly  saw  the  
i n d u s t r i o u s n e s s  of  th i s  young boy  and  
e m p lo y e d  h im  to  t u r n  the s o c k s  a f t e r  
th e y  w e r e  lo o p ed .  T h is  w o rk ,  too , 
w as  in  the a f t e r n o o n  a f t e r  s c h o o l  and  
d u r in g  sc h o o l  v a c a t io n s .

Andy tu r n e d  s o c k s  u n t i l  he  w a s  14 
when  he w a s  p r o m o t e d  to o p e r a t i n g  a 
r ib b in g  m a c h in e  a t  the  E n g l i s h  S t r e e t  
p la n t .  W hen the  W a sh in g to n  S t r e e t

p la n t  w a s  b u i l t  and  o p e n e d  in  1917, 
A ndy w a s  s e n t  to the  new  p la n t  to o p e r 
a te  r i b b e r  m a c h i n e s .

Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  he w a s  b ro u g h t  
b a c k  to  the E n g l i s h  S t r e e t  p la n t s  a s  a  
lo o p e r  f i x e r .  A f t e r  f ive y e a r s  on th i s  
jo b ,  he w a s  p r o m o te d  to g e n e r a l  u t i l 
i ty  an d  m a in t e n a n c e  and  in  1932, he 
t r a n s f e r r e d  to f ix ing  k n i t t in g  m a c h in e s  
He h a s ,  in  the  p a s t  31 y e a r s ,  f ixed  
m a c h i n e s  in  e v e r y  h a l f  h o s e  p la n t  
o p e r a t e d  by  A d a m s - M i l l i s  C o r p o r a t io n .

King h a s  s e e n  m a n y  c h a n g e s  in 
the g ro w th  of the  c o m p a n y  w h e r e  he 
h a s  w o rk e d .  In  1910, t h e r e  w e r e  two 
s m a l l  p la n t s  on  E n g l i s h  S t r e e t  m a k in g  
one s ty le  of s to c k in g  w h ich  w a s  f i n i s h 
ed  in  on ly  t h r e e  c o l o r s ,  n a v y  b lu e ,  
b la c k  and  w h i te .  "I  h av e  no id e a  how 
m a n y  s ty le s  and  c o l o r s  we m a k e  now, " 
A ndy s a id ,  "b u t  I h av e  w o rk e d  on 
h u n d r e d s  of d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  in  e v e r y  
c o lo r  im a g in a b le .  "

A ndy K ing  w as  b o r n  in  A s h e b o r o  
and  m o v e d  to  H igh  P o in t  w ith  h i s  f a m i 
ly  a s  a  s m a l l  boy. He a t t e n d e d  the 
H igh  P o in t  s c h o o l s .

O n J u ly  13, 1 9 2 4 ,he m a r r i e d  M is s  
M a r y  H a r r i s o n ,  w h o se  h o m e  w a s  in  
B e le w s  C r e e k .  She h a d  b e e n  w o rk in g  
in  H igh  P o in t  two y e a r s  p r i o r  to t h e i r  
m a r r i a g e .  O f h i s  39 y e a r s  of m a r 
r i a g e ,  Andy s a y s ,  " T h e y  have  b e e n  
h ap p y  y e a r s .  " T h e y  h ave  one d a u g h te r ,  
M r s .  L a w r e n c e  A. C an n o n ,  w h o se  
h u s b a n d  i s  s t a t i o n e d  a t  W a r n e r  R obb ins  
A i r  B a s e  in  G e o r g ia .  T h e r e  i s  one 
g r a n d d a u g h te r .

M r .  K ing  i s  a  m e m b e r ,  d e a c o n  
and  t r u s t e e  of the  H igh  P o in t  P r i m i t i v e  
B a p t i s t  C h u rc h .  M r s .  K in g  is  a  m e m 
b e r  of the L e b a n o n  M e th o d i s t  C h u rc h  
w h e r e  she  is  a c t iv e  in  the  W o m a n 's  
(C o n t in u e d  on p ag e  10)


