
Did you e v e r  f i r e  a  m ac h in e  gun? 
P ro b a b ly  not.  To m o s t  of u s ,  a  m a 
ch ine  gun b u lle t  i s  ju s t  about the  u l t i 
m a te  in s t r ik in g  p ow er.  But, you can  
outdo a m ach ine  gun bu lle t  if  you want 
to .  U nfo r tunate ly , i t  w ill  a lm o s t  c e r 
ta in ly  m ea n  y o u r  death .

J u s t  go out on the highway in  y our 
c a r ,  d r iv e  a t 30 m ph on th e  w rong  side 
of the ro a d  until  you h it  a second  c a r  
com ing  a t  you a t 30 m ph. T h is  should  
be a  fu ll h e a d -o n  co ll is io n .  If you 
weigh 150 pounds, o r  th e re a b o u ts ,  
when your c a r  h i t s  the  o th e r ,  y o u 'l l  
h it  y our  w indsh ie ld , d a sh b o a rd  and 
s te e r in g  w heel with an im p ac t  of about 
6 1 /2  fo o t- to n s .

A 3 0 -c a l ib re  m ach ine  gun b u lle t  
h i t s  with an im p ac t  of about one foo t-  
ton . If you weigh a b it  m o re  th an  150 
pounds, you w on 't  have to  d r iv e  as  
fa s t .

The point of a l l  th i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  is  
th a t  " im p a c t"  is  a k i l l e r .  At high sp e e d s ,  
people tu rn  th e m s e lv e s  into hum an m a 
chine gun b u l le ts .

I t  h as  b een  e s t im a te d  tha t  if  you 
a r e  going b e tw een  71 and 80 m ph and 
you have a co ll is io n ,  you have one 
chance  in  two of being  k il led .  H e r e 's  
a shocking  " im p a c t"  ch a r t :

C hance
Speed B eing  K illed
0-10 1 in  1, 373

11-20 1 in  963
21-30 1 in  316
31-40 1 in  97
41-50 1 in  88
51-60 1 in  31
61-70 1 i n  7
71-80 1 in  2
O v er  80 1 i n  1.1

Speeding i s  like p laying R u ss ia n  
ro u le t te  w ith  a  loaded  m ach in e  gun. 
You m ay  m is s  having an acc id en t  fo r 
a long t im e .  But when you do, look 
outl

- - J o h n  H. H erndon

E du ca tio n  w il l  b ro a d en  a  n a r ro w
m in d , but t h e r e ' s  no known cu re  fo r 
the b ig head .

Hor TO GET ALONG

1. K eep sk id  cha ins  on your to n g u e ; 
a lw ays say  le s s  than  you th ink. C u l t i 
vate  a  low p e r s u a s iv e  vo ice . How 
you s a y ' i t  often  counts  m o re  than  w hat 
you say.
2. Make p r o m is e s  sp a r in g ly  and keep  
th em  fa ithfu lly , no m a t t e r  w hat it  
co s ts  you.
3. N e v e r  le t  an  opportu n ity  p a s s  to 
say  a k ind and en co u rag in g  w ord  to
o r  about som ebody. P r a i s e  good w ork  
done, r e g a r d l e s s  of who did  it .  If 
c r i t i c i s m  is  needed , c r i t i c i z e  h e lp 
fully, n e v e r  sp ite fu lly .
4. Be in te r e s te d  in  o th e r s ,  in  th e i r  
p u r s u i t s ,  th e i r  w e lfa re ,  th e i r  h o m es  
and fa m i l ie s .  Make m e r r y  w ith 'th o se  
tha t  re jo ic e ;  with those  who weep, 
m o u rn .  L e t  eve ryone  you m e e t ,  how 
e v e r  h u m b le ,  fee l  th a t  you r e g a r d  h im  
a s  one of im p o rtan ce .
5. Be c a re fu l .  K eep  the c o r n e r s  of 
your m ou th  tu rn ed  up. Hide your p a in s ,  
w o r r i e s  and d isap p o in tm en ts  u n d e r  a 
sm ile .  Laugh a t  good s to r i e s ,  and 
le a r n  to te l l  them .
6. P r e s e r v e  an  open m in d  on a l l  d e 
b a tab le  q u es t io n s .  D e lib e ra te  but do 
not a rg u e .  It i s  a m a r k  of s u p e r io r  
m inds  to d i s a g re e  and ye t be fr ien d ly .
7. L e t  y our  v i r tu e s ,  if  you have any, 
speak  fo r th e m s e lv e s ,  and re fu se  to 
ta lk  of a n o th e r 's  v ic e s .  D isco u rag e  
goss ip .  M ake i t  a ru le  to say  nothing 
u n le s s  i t  is  som eth ing  good.
8. Be c a re fu l  of a n o th e r 's  fe e l in g s .
Wit and h u m o r  a t  the o th e r  fe llo w 's  
expense  a r e  r a r e l y  w o rth  the e f fo rt ,  
and m a y  h u r t  w h e re  l e a s t  expected .
9 . P a y  no a t ten tio n  to i l l - n a tu r e d  r e 
m a r k s  about you. S im ply  live so that 
nobody w il l  be l ieve  th em . D is o rd e re d  
n e rv e s  and bad d ig es t io n  a r e  a com m on 
cau se  of backbiting .
10. D o n 't  be too anx ious about your 
a w a rd s .  Do your w o rk ,  be p a t ien t  and 
keep  your d isp o s i t io n  sw eet,  fo rg e t  
se l f  and you w ill  be re w a rd e d .

  C h r i s t ia n  O b s e r v e r


