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( C o n tin u e d  f r o m  p age  one ) 

m a c h i n e s .  T h e r e  w a s  one o p e r a t o r  to 
e a c h  k n i t t in g  m a c h in e  b e c a u s e  the  m a 
c h in e s  w e r e  n o t  a u to m a t ic  an d  r e q u i r e d  
a  to p  k n i t t e r .

O n ly  one h o s i e r y  s ty le  (24B) w a s  
b e in g  m a d e  an d  th a t  in  o n ly  one c o lo r ,  
b la c k .  The leg  of the  s to c k in g  w a s  
m a d e  of two s t r a n d s  of 18 c o u n t  c o t to n  
y a r n  a n d  the  foo t c o n ta in e d  one s t r a n d  

of 9 c o u n t  y a r n .  A se c o n d  s ty le  (310) 
w as  a d d e d  in  1907. T h e r e  w e r e  no 
k n iv e s  on  the  loop in g  m a c h in e s ;  c h i ld 
r e n  w e r e  o f te n  e m p lo y e d  by  th e  l o o p e r s  
to r a v e l  the  l o o p e r  e d g e .  T h e  s to c k in g s  
w e r e  t u r n e d  by  h a n d  on a  b r o o m s t i c k .

B a n n e r  w a s  h i r e d  to  r u n  r i b b e r s ,  
b u t  h i s  n a t u r a l  m e c h a n ic a l  a b i l i ty  w as  
q u ic k ly  r e c o g n iz e d  an d  tw o m o n th s  
l a t e r ,  he  w a s  p r o m o te d  to  f ix ing  k n i t 
t in g  m a c h in e s .

In 1907, th is  young m e c h a n ic  w as 
c a l l e d  to  w o rk  on e v e r y  type  m a c h in e ,  
in c lu d in g  t y p e w r i t e r s ,  in  the p la n t .
W hen c a l l e d  o n  to  r e p a i r  a  ty p e w r i t e r ,  
B a n n e r  h a d  n e v e r  w o rk e d  on  one , but 
h i s  k e e n  m e c h a n i c a l  s e n s e  gave h im  
the  a n a ly t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e  to  d ia g n o se  
the  t r o u b le ,  a n d  so o n  he h a d  the t y p e 
w r i t e r  r e p a i r e d .

S ince  1907, B a n n e r  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  
to the  d i f f e r e n t  p la n ts  to  w o rk  on  k n i t 
t in g  m a c h in e s  an d  o th e r  a u x i l i a r y  
e q u ip m e n t .  In  a d d i t io n  to  h i s  b e in g  in  
d e m a n d  fo r  m e c h a n i c a l  p r o b le m s  in  
th e  v a r io u s  A d a m s - M i l l i s  p la n t s ,  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e re  m a d e  by  the s u p e r 
in te n d e n t  fo r  h im  to  a s s i s t  o th e r  h o 
s i e r y  p la n t s  w ith  t h e i r  " f ix in g "  p r o b 
l e m s .

T h e r e  w e r e  no e l e v a t o r s  in  the 
b u i ld in g s  in  1907 a n d  w h en  the  s eco n d  
g ro u p  of  m a c h in e s  w e r e  p la c e d  on the 
s e c o n d  f lo o r  of  the  p r e s e n t  w a re h o u s e  
b u i ld in g .  B a n n e r  L e a c h  a n d  J .  E d  
M i l l i s  c a r r i e d  s o m e  of the  m a c h in e s  
up th e  s t a i r s  a t  the  f r o n t  of the  b u i ld 
in g . The k n i t t in g  m a c h in e s  w e r e  m u c h  
s m a l l e r  th a n  m a c h in e s  ru n n in g  today , 
so  tw o m e n  c o u ld  c a r r y  a  m a c h in e  up ^

th e  s t a i r s .  Y a r n  w a s  c a r r i e d  up  the  
s t a i r s  in  b u r l a p  s a c k s .

B a n n e r  d e s ig n e d  a n d  m a d e  the 
f i r s t  s t r i p e d  s to c k in g  he  e v e r  saw .
H is  b u s y  s c h e d u le  a s  p la n t  m e c h a n ic  
in c lu d e d  m a k in g  s a m p le s  f r o m  1906 
to  1946. He c o n t in u e d  in  the  S a m p le  
D e p a r tm e n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a f t e r  
G o ley  M a r l e t t e  jo in e d  th a t  d e p a r tm e n t .  
In 1946, B a n n e r ' s  m e c h a n i c a l  a b i l i t i e s  
w e r e  n e e d e d  in  o th e r  a r e a s  a n d  he  w a s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  to  p la n t  m e c h a n ic .

B a n n e r  i s  a lw a y s  look in g  fo r  a  
b e t t e r  m e th o d  o r  d e v ic e  to  h e lp  do the  
jo b .  He h a s  d i s c a r d e d  m a n y  o f  h i s  o ld  
id e a s  and  r e p l a c e d  th e m  w ith  n ew  and  
b e t t e r  o n e s .  H is  d e v ic e s  a n d  i m p r o v e 
m e n ts  in c lu d e  a  h o o k , w h ic h  he  d e v i s e d  
in  1906 , f o r  ta k in g  o u t  k n i t t in g  m a c h in e  
d r u m s .  Id e a s  s t i l l  b e in g  u s e d  a r e  a  
double  s e a l e r  fo r  the  f in is h in g  r o o m ,  
so le n o id s  on s e a l in g  m a c h i n e s ,  a  m e c h 
a n iz e d  g r o m m e t  m a c h in e ,  an d  a  s h a r p 
e n e r  fo r  c l i p p e r  b la d e s  th a t  a s s u r e s  a n  
ev en ,  s m o o th  c u t t in g  s u r f a c e  on the 
b la d e .

In 1959 , M r .  L e a c h  h a d  to  le a v e  
the  f in e r  w o rk  b e c a u s e  of  h i s  v i s io n .  
O n ly  once  h a s  he  h a d  to  be ou t o f  w o rk  
due to  h i s  h e a l th .  He h a d  m a l a r i a  
f e v e r  w h en  he  w a s  27. He w a s  th r e e  
d a y s  too  o ld  fo r  the  f i r s t  W o r ld  W ar  
d r a f t .

B a n n e r  L e a c h  go t h i s  f i r s t  b i t  of 
m e c h a n ic a l  t r a in in g  in  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
c o u n t ry  b l a c k s m i th  shop  in  T r in i ty .
H is  f a t h e r ,  L o re n z o  L e a c h ,  w a s  a  
f a r m e r  a n d  b l a c k s m i th .  H is  m o t h e r ,  
f r o m  R o c k in g h a m  C ou n ty , w as  M is s  
J u l i a  B e l l  b e fo re  m a r r i a g e .

B a n n e r  w a s  12 y e a r s  o ld  w h en  h i s  
f a th e r  d ie d .  The L e a c h  f a m i ly  l iv e d  
in  T r in i t y  u n t i l  1907 w hen  B a n n e r  b u i l t  
a  h o m e  fo r  h i m s e l f  a n d  h is  m o t h e r  a t  
1415 C lo v e rd a le  S t r e e t  in  H igh  P o in t .
He an d  h is  f a m i ly  s t i l l  l iv e  in  the h o u se  
b u i l t  in  1907 .

B a n n e r  L e a c h  m a r r i e d  M is s  E th e l  
B r e w e r  f r o m  S ta r ,  N. C . , in  1920.
T h ey  h av e  e ig h t  c h i ld r e n ,  one  of  w h o m , 
M r s .  M a r y  M a s k e ,  i s  e m p lo y e d  in  a


