
TWO RETIRED IN KERNERSVILLE PLANTS

W ade B a l l a r d ,  
b o a r d e r  o f  t h e K e r n -  
e r s v i l l e  p l a n t s ,  h a s  
r e t i r e d  on the b a s i s  
o f  a g e .  He h a d  b e e n  
w i th  A d a m s - M i l l i s  
C o r p o r a t i o n  fo r  
m o r e  th a n  t h i r t y -  
s e v e n  y e a r s .

W ade w as  b o r n  
a n d  r e a r e d  i n K e r n -  
e r s v i l l e  a n d  h a s  
s p e n t  h i s  e n t i r e  l i fe  W a d e  B a l l a r d  
in  th a t  v ic in i ty .  H is  f i r s t  w o r k  was 
w ith  the o ld  K e r n e r s v i l l e  F u r n i t u r e  
P l a n t  w h en  he w a s  o n ly  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  
o f  a g e .

In 1928, a s  A d a m s - M i l l i s  w as  
e x p e r i e n c i n g  g ro w th  a n d  e x p a n s io n ,  
W ade w a s  lo o k in g  fo r  a  b e t t e r  job ;  so ,  
on  J u l y  16, he  w a s  e m p lo y e d  a s  a 
b o a r d e r  a n d  h a s  w o r k e d  c o n t in u o u s ly  
on th a t  jo b  s in c e  th a t  d a te .  Due to  the  
e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i ty  of h i s  w o rk ,  he  w a s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  to s a m p le  b o a r d in g ,  and  
f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  h a s  b o a r d e d  s a m p l e s .  
H av in g  h ad  o n ly  two jo b s  in  h i s  e n t i r e  
w o rk in g  c a r e e r  i s  e v id e n c e  o f  h i s  
lo y a l ty  a n d  d e v o t io n  to  h i s  jo b .

W ade h a s  two s i s t e r s  a n d  one 
b r o t h e r ,  a l l  f o r m e r  e m p lo y e e s  of 
A d a m s - M i l l i s . He a t t e n d s  the  F r i e n d s  
C h u r c h  and  r e s i d e s  a t  137 -A  N o r th  
M ain  S t r e e t  in  K e r n e r s v i l l e ,  N. C.

A f te r  s e v e n te e n  y e a r s  of  s e r v i c e  
w ith  the  K e r n e r s v i l l e  p la n t s  o f  A d a m s - 
M i l l i s  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  S h e r m a n  H o r to n  
r e t i r e d  N o v e m b e r  30, 1965, on  the 
b a s i s  of a g e .

S h e r m a n  w a s  b o r n  in  W ilk es  
C oun ty  a n d  in  1916 m o v e d  w i th  h is  
f a m i ly  to  W in s to n - S a l e m ,  w h e r e  he 
l iv e d  a b o u t  tw e n ty  y e a r s .

P r i o r  to m o v in g  to  K e r n e r s v i l l e  
in  1928, he w a s  e m p lo y e d  fo r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  w ith  C a r o l in a  a n d  H a n e s  H o s i e r y  
M il ls  in  W in s to n - S a l e m ,  and  b o a r d e d  
m e n ' s  h o s i e r y  f o r  a b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s  in  
D u r h a m ,  N. C . W hen  he m o v e d  to 
K e r n e r s v i l l e ,  he f i r s t  found e m p l o y ­
m e n t  w ith  V ance  H o s i e r y  C o m p a n y  and  
r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  a s  a  b o a r d e r  u n t i l  the 
p la n t  c lo s e d  in  1948. O n O c to b e r  10 
of th a t  s a m e  y e a r ,  S h e r m a n  w as  e m ­
p lo y e d  b y  A d a m s - M i l l i s  a s  a  b o a r d e r ,  
a n d  in  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  he  h a s  o p e r a t e d  
a  t u m b l e r  in  the  dye h o u s e .

He m a r r i e d  the f o r m e r  M is s  E m m a  
P i t t s  f r o m  n e a r b y  K e r n e r s v i l l e .  T h e y  
h av e  n ine  c h i ld r e n ,  f ive  bo y s  a n d  fo u r  
g i r l s .  Two of the  s o n s  a n d  one of the 
d a u g h t e r s  a r e  f o r m e r  e m p lo y e e s  of 
A d a m s - M i l l i s ,  w i th  one so n ,  B u d d ie ,  
p r e s e n t l y  w o rk in g  a t  P l a n t  #3.

T he H o r to n s  l iv e  on  R o u te  #1, 
K e r n e r s v i l l e ,  a n d  a t t e n d  Sedge G a r d e n  
M e th o d i s t  C h u rc h .


