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P R E S I D E N T ’S M E S S A G E  —  

(Continued from  P a g e  One)  

m ake A n vil  Brand more popular  

than it ever  w a s  before.

Cordially  yours,
R. C. K IR C H O F E K

H aving  su g g e s te d  to you that  

you read the  re lease  which w as  
g iven  to the  new spapers ,  I am  
quoting  below our o ff ic ia l ly  a u 
thorized s ta te m en t:

R. C. K irchofer,  pres ident and  

treasurer  o f  A n v il  Brand, Incor
porated, announced th is  m orning  

th a t  n eg o t ia t io n s  ha v e  been com 
pleted for  A n vil  B rand’s acquisi 
tion o f  all o u ts tand in g  capital  
stock of Sherrod Sh irt  Com pany,  
the  second la r g e s t  m anufacturer  

o f  work g a rm en ts ,  p a jam as  and  

sport sh ir ts  in th is  area.
The transaction  m arks the  third  

im portant  expans ion  on the  part  

o f  Anvil Brand since that  com pany  
w a s  acquired by th e  K irchofer in
tere sts  a p p ro x im a te ly  s ix  years  

ago.
P urch ase  price o f  the sh irt  com 

pany stock  w a s  not disclosed,  
pending  s ig n in g  and delivery  o f  
the  f ina l  papers and a g r eem en t  on 
concluding details .  H ow ever , i t  

w a s  learned fro m  auth o r ita t iv e  

sources th a t  the  consideration  in
volved rep resen ts  one o f  the  m o st  

su bstan tia l  tra nsactions  ta k in g  

place in the  s ta te  in recent  m onths.
The Sherrod p l a n t  occupies  

build ings on N orth  Main S treet  

w ith  a f r o n ta g e  o f  200 f e e t  and  

plant area  o f  ;i7,000 square fe e t  
and betw een  175 and 200 people  

are em ployed in the  local plant.  
Since  its  or ig ina l  organ iza tion  in 

1926, Sherrod Sh irt  C om pany has  
become one o f  the la rg est  pro
ducers in its  f ie ld .  I t  w a s  incor
porated in 1927 under the leader 
ship o f  th e  la te  Dr. D. A. S tanton  
who becam e its  f i r s t  president.  
Other orig inal  o f f icers  included A.  
Sherrod, vice  president;  W. A.  
Sherrod, treasurer  and D. L. S ta n 
ton, secre tary  and superintendent.  
In 1928 the  c o m p a n y ’s m ajor trade  

nam e “T ractor B rand” w a s  f o r 
m ally  reg istered  and products  

under th a t  brand nam e have  

g a ined  w id e  distr ibution th r o u g h 
out th e  nation under  th e  direction  

o f  the  foun ders . .
O rig inally  located in rented

quarters a t  Broad and E lm  streets ,  
the  com pany enjoyed su ccess  from  
i t s  b e g in n in g  and its  need for  ad 
ditional sp ace  resulted  in the  pur
chase  o f  its  p resen t  location  in 
1937. The la te  Mrs. C. S. Sherrod  
w a s  nam ed vice  president  upon  

the death  in 1936 o f  A. Sherrod  
who had m ade su bstan tia l  contr i 
butions to the  p rogress  o f  the  
com pany. She in turn  w a s  succeed 
ed by  W. R. Morrow, Jr.,  who con
t inues  to hold that  o ff ice .  The late  

W. A. Sherrod becam e president  
and treasurer  a f ter  Dr. S ta n to n ’s 

death  in 1947.

F o l lo w in g  the  p a s s in g  o f  W. A. 
Sherrod in June, 1952, H. A . Mil-  

lis , Jr., w a s  nam ed president and  
Mrs. E. J. O g le sb y  w a s  e lected  

treasurer  and a ss is ta n t  secretary.  
A t th a t  t im e  D. L. S tanton  w a s  

also m ade genera l  m anager .

In addition to th e  H ig h  Poin t  

plant, the  Sherrod com pany o rg a n 
ized a separate  un it  a t  Independ
ence, Va., in 1951 for  th e  m a n u 
fa c tu r e  o f  w ork  pan ts  w h ich  have  

been sold to the  trade  in com bina
tion w ith  sh ir ts  m ade to m atch by  

the  H ig h  P o in t  fac tory .  F rom  the  

b e g in n in g  Shen-od g a r m en t  pro
duction has  been sold pr im arily  
through  w h ole sa lers  and syn d ica te  

store  organizations .

The a ff i l ia te d  com panies  now  

become the  second la r g e s t  em ploy 
er in H igh  P o in t  w ith  a to ta l  e m 
p lo y m en t  roster  o f  c lose  to 1,000, 
w ith  the  fac tor ies  and fa c i l i t ie s  

operated by the  tw o com panies  e x 
ceed ing  a to ta l  p lan t  area o f  som e  

165,000 square feet .
W hen questioned today  as to f u 

ture operations,  Mr. K irchofer  

s tated; “The Sherrod Sh irt  Com 
pany w ill  continue  to operate  as  
a separate  en tity  and under its  

ow n nam e, w ith  that  u n it ’s adm in 
is tra t iv e  and operating  s t a f f s  re 
m ain ing  intact,  and w ithou t any  

change  in the  c o m p a n y ’s sa le s  per
sonnel or it s  sa le s  policies. Sher 
rod Sh irt  C om pany has continu
ou s ly  been a s tr o n g  com petitor  in 

the trade  and “Tractor B rand” en 
jo y s  w idespread  confidence in 

m arket  channels  g en era l ly  and 

a m o n g  consum ers,  and I can see  

no reason fo r  change. In m ain 
ta in in g  the  separate  operations of  

each com pany the Sherrod nam e  
will be preserved to g e th e r  w ith  

the m arkets  and good will created  
by it during the past tw e n ty -sev en  

y e a r s .”
A t  the sam e tim e, he pointed  

out th a t  the two com panies had 

w orked c lose ly  tog e th er  for  a num 
ber o f  y ea rs  and the  new  aff i l ia -  

I  tion would resu lt  in an opportunity  

for  even g r ea te r  cooperation which  

should prove o f  su bstan tia l  bene 
f i t  to  each o f  th e  com panies  and  

the ir  respective  em ployees .
“ .A.mong the  b enefi ts  w h ich  can  

be foreseen  by th e  n e w  a ff i l ia -

A ltho u g h  sum m er  is s t i l l  a fe w  

w eeks aw ay,  w e  a t  A n v il  Brand  

have ju s t  about cleaned up our 
production o f  su m m er  goods. S u m 
m er s lacks  w ere  f in ished  a short  

t im e  ago ,  and w e  have  only  a few  

su m m er  sh ort  s leev e  sp ort  sh irts  
l e f t  in production.

The dungaree  un its ,  the boxer  

u n its  and the  lad ies’ dungaree  
units  are s ta r t in g  on our w inter  

w arm , “pla id-back” fa l l  g oods as  

w e build stock  fo r  the heavy ,  back  

to  school se l l in g  season  and for  the  

fa l l  trade. The sh irt  departm ent  
is s ta r t in g  on back to school and  

fa l l  suede sh irts  for  boys and in 

a short t im e w ill  receive  cuts of 

fa l l  suedes and f la n n e ls  fo r  men.  
This ch a nge-over  is com in g  earlier  

in 1953 than  in previous years  and 

by coord inating  th e se  lot numbers  
a lo n g  w ith  build ing a  stock of  

stap le  denim s, pan ts  and sh ir ts  w e

t io n ,” he said, “ is a leve lin g  in 

sw in g s  o f  em ploym en t a ttendan t  

to the industry , w ith  increased job  

sta b il i ty  for  each em ployee , r e 
su lt in g  from  increased  in terchan ge  
of  production orders betw een  
the  p lants  as each encounters the  
slack season  for  its  own trade  

products. The combined purchasing  
pow er  o f  the  a f f i l ia te d  com panies  

w ill  be g r e a te r ,” Mr. K irchofer  

said, “and other econom ies  can be  

effec tu a ted  by the  e lim ination  of  

certain over lapp in g  e x p en ses  in 
connection w i t h  m a na g em ent ,  
w arehous ing ,  transp orta t ion  and 
tech no log ica l  deve lopm ent o f  each  

com pany .”

({'ontinued on P a g e  S ix )

w ill  be able to sh ip  com plete  fa l l  
orders much earlier  than in the  

past.

In late  fa l l  w e  w ill  s ta r t  produc
tion  on spring  g oods earlier  than  

previous y e a rs  so as to  im prove  
spring  deliveries.

M any o f  our sa lesm en  have  
w ritten  and told us o f  how  much  

they  apprec iate  the im provem ents  

th a t  are  be ing  m ade in our  g a r 
ments.  T hey  tell us custom ers  are  

rem a rk in g  h ow  f in e  A n vil  Brand  

g oods are looking  and how  th is  is 
creat in g  g r ea te r  sa le s  appeal.  Top  

quality  and top appearance  are ab 
solute  n e cess i t ie s  in to d a y ’s com 
pet i t iv e  m arket,  fo r  e v er y th in g  

points  to  much s t i f f e r  se l l ing  com 
petit ion  during the  fa l l  and in
1954. ly

Our sa le sm en  w a n t  to thank  

each one o f  you in our p lants  for  
w h a t  you have  done to br ing  about  
the  m any  im provem ents  in our  
g a r m en ts  and in the handling  and  

sh ip p ing  o f  th e se  goods so they  

are  arr iv ing  a t  a c u sto m er’s place  

of  business in b etter  shape and  

ready  to be pu t on the  shelves.

You have  built a h igh  reputation  

for  Anvil  Brand which is an abso 
lute  n e c es s i ty  th ese  days ,  but don’t 

fo rg et ,  no m a tter  how  good w e  

are, there  is a lw a y s  room so m e 
w here  a lo n g  the  line fo r  further  

im provem ents .  Our sa le sm en  are  

g o in g  to need every  bit o f  help  
and every  sa le s  weapon w e  can 

g iv e  th em  to increase  sa le s  vo lum e  
in the com ing  year.

F rom  the sa lesm en  and our  

dealer  custom ers  —  thank you for  

a grand job.

W H IT E  D IV IS IO N  —  N e w co m ers  who w ere  welcom ed to  the W hite  
Division  th is  m onth include: back row, l e f t  to  r ight,  Donald Wood  
o f  th e  pants departm ent,  Melva Parker  o f  the W hite  D iv ision  off ice ,  
and L ystra  W orkm an o f  the  sh ir t  departm ent;  front row, Louise  
L iv in gston  and Ollie M ae Sh ields o f  pants,  and Jerrie  Craven of  
sh irts .

Sewing Up Sales

by Hugh Webster


