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"The Time Is Out Of Joint!
ff

There is a wave of hysteria sweeping the American 
public-at present, unconfined to any economic grouping, un
affected by any geographic limitations, and irrespective of 
age groups.

I t  is em otional reac tion  to  th e  c u rren t investigations of 
fed e ra l em ployees— and  alm ost anybody else— by Senator 
M cC arthy  and  his com m ittee and  h is  ilk  w hich has a ttrac ted  
in te rn a tio n a l a tten tio n  and  repute . A lm ost every  edition  of 
o u r  popu lar m agazines fea tu res some story  or exclusive on  th e  
tr ia l  or s ta tem ents of an  accused com m unist regard less of his 
im portance  o r insignificance.

Ordinary radio serials are now employing communism  
as the apex of a triangle love problem. Many small, un
noticed magazines are reverting to “red sensationalism” to 
increase sales of their product on the assumption that at this 
point the American public w ill jump at the opportunity to 
read something else about the disloyalty investigations.

The object of the w hole campaign is to attune the Ameri
can senses to the threat which is hanging above the head of 
our democracy. The net result is the manifestation of a 
malignant tumor which is eating at the principles and tenets 
upon which our democracy is founded. The campaign to 
clean the Augean stables has evolved into a wholesale in
strum ent of propaganda for the communists, one through 
w hich the America public w ill become conditioned to dis
loyalty  probes and by which a gradual but effective accept
ance w ill be realized in the reactions of the men and women  
of the next generation.

A nd i t  is abou t th is n ex t genera tion  th a t  w e a re  concerned.
I t  is ab o u t these ch ild ren  who, hav ing  no tru e  conception of . 
com m unism , no longer p lay  “cops and  robbers” b u t now play 
“ cops an d  commies,” who, w hen  desiring  to insu lt a  fellow  
p laym ate , do no t hesita te  to rep lace  th e  old fashion epithets 
w ith  “re d ” and  “com m ie.” I t  w ill be these ch ild ren  who, 
h av ing  g row n in to  adulthood, .and a t th e  sam e tim e hav ing  be 
com e conditioned to th e  presence of th is  th re a t  to our dem o
cracy  and  th e  princip les w hich w e hold  dear, w ill accept these 
concepts, fo reign  to A m erica ideals. For, to them , th e ir  p re 
sence  w ill no longer be foreign, nor repulsive  b u t w ill be an  
in teg ra l p a r t  of th e  A m erican  scene, th e  ingred ien t w hich sells 
th e  paper, th e  spice in  th e  cake of politics.

How can w e protect our children and also protect the 
rights and privileges inherent in the American w ay of life? 
Only by awaking to the realiaziton that although these 
probes and the sensational are the vogue of the hour and the 
panacea for all present political ills, the theory of “Guilt by 
Association” is diametrically opposed to our fundamental 
democratic principles. Leading probers notwithstanding, 
w e must still believe that a man is innocent until proven 
guilty. From there w e must proceed to check this panic 
w hich causes hesitancy in our day to day social intercourse 
because of the fear of subversive association, and then we  
m ust approach the problem w ith calm and rational minds.

Thom as Je fferson  once said^ “E ducate  and  in form  th e  w hole 
m ass of p e ^ e .  They a re  th e  only su re  re liance for th e  p re 
serva tion  of our lib e rty .” F ran k lin  D. Roosevelt said, “We 
have  no th ing  to  fea r  b u t fea r  itself!” Com bine the  tw o ideas 
an d  a rr iv e  a t the  r ig h t philosophy for our national em otional
ism : THE PRESERVATION OF OUR LIBERTY DEPENDS 
U PO N  THE EDUCATION O F THE MASSES, NOT IN THE 
W AYS OF FEAR, BUT IN THE WAYS OF FA ITH  IN 
DEMOCRACY.

Magnificent Promise
M any persons th a t have  been 

denied  educational opportuni
ties  have  educated  them selves 
b y  jud icious selections of read 
in g  m ateria l.

B efore you, m y read e r  friend , 
is  th e  w o rld  in  a ll its in teresting  
a n d  w e ll-w ritten  selections for 
y o u r  choice. L et your read ing  
b e  done on a pu rposefu l basis, 
a n d  y o u r  en joym ent of l i te ra 
tu r e  an d  o u r fu n d  of know ledge 
w il l  increase  surprising ly . R ead 
in g  is like  re lig ion  and  m usic 
a  source of new  vigor, a s tim u 
lu s  of h ig h er tho u g h t an d  b e tte r  
deeds, an  in sp ira tion  ever read y

fo r a m ind  open to it, a source 
of contentm ent, profit, peace, 
and  com panionship.

Books, m agazines, and  papers 
a re  com panions th a t  s tand  un- 
obtruisively silent u n til  beckon
ed  fo r th e ir  eloquent wisdom . A 
good book is a counselqr-genius, 
a genial in structo r, a convivial 
in tellectual, an  a tto rn ey  w ho de 
fends y o u r every  r ig h t thought, 
a pa l a le r t to cheer, to inform , 
and  to d irec t you. W ith  even 
f ifty  w ell-chosen voltm ies on 
y our l ib ra ry  stand, you  need 
n ev er feel th e  absence of w o rth y  
m inds w ith  w hom  to  confer.
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Book Review: ‘‘Negro Slave Songs In The 

United States” -  By Miles Mark Fisher

t

Negro Slave Songs In  The 
U nited States can be com pared 
w ith  a sym phony th a t has r e 
corded the h istory  of a bond
ed race. I t  is obvious th a t  Dr. 
Miles M ark  F isher has com
piled  and edited the  ideas and 
m ateria l presented  in th is book 
th rough painstak ing  research. 
The num ber of footnotes to be 
found on alm ost every  page is 
astonishing. The bibliography 
of this w ork  w ould do justice 
to any book ten  tim es the size 
of Negro Slave Songs In The 
United States.

Dr. Fisher has forw arded  the 
theory (which is by no m eans 
original) th a t  A frican m usic 
and the songs of the  slaves 
re la te  the history  of the  Ne
gro people. F rom  this theory, 
the  story is developed by 
analyzing and in terp re ting  N e
gro spirituals. T hrough th is 
method, the  read er gains an 
appreciable know ledge of the 
conditions under w hich Ne
groes lived in  th is country 
until emancipation.

I t  is noted th a t th e  Negro 
population in A m erica had  no 
means of com m unicating ideas 
except th rough  the m edium  of 
vocal o r instrum enta l -music. 
Messages could be carried  a 
long w ay th rough  the use of 
drum s or o ther p rim itive in 
strum ents— the same m ethod 
w idely  used in  A frica p rio r to 
the im portation of Negroes to 
the U nited States. B ut m any

restric tions w ere p laced upon 
the Negroes in certa in  areas of 
the  country, especially re 
strictions concerning com
m unications.

M any w hite  people expected, 
and  som etim es justifiab le  so, 
insurrections of the  slaves. So 
the slaves used song, no t only 
a a m eans of com m unication 
bu t as a  m ethod of re la ting  
everyday events, thus a way 
of recording history.
Dr. F isher has a passage in 

his book w hich goes so fa r  as 
to say “the Negro spirituals 
a re  historical docum ents from

the Negro people.” How 
authenic these “historical 
docum ents” a re  is ano ther 
m atter. I t  is agreed on th a t 
single individuals w ro te  these 
sp iritua l o r Negro Folk  songs 
B ut if w e a re  going to accept 
one N egro’s composition as 
conveying th e  feelings of the  
Negro race in general, we 
m ay go astray  historically. 
F irs t o^ all, th e  Negroes, from  
necessity, w ere  u tte r ly  sub 
jective in  th e ir  w ay of th in k 
ing. Consequently th e ir  songs 
w ere  quite  capable of em body
ing fundam enta l un tru ths. 
Secondly, I find  it d ifficult to 
im agine one slave expressing 
th e  national feel of a ll the  
slaves.

Dr. F isher’s book is no t con
cerned w ith  Negro slave songs 
alone. The songs of the  slaves 
w ere so in terw oven  w ith  th e ir

daily in tercourse th a t as D> 
F isher analyzes and in te r 

p re ts  the  songs, the  reader 
catches m any in tim ate  glances 
into the  life of these people. 
The book is fu ll of accounts of 
th e  activities of the slaves. 
They range from  m idnight se 
cret sessions in  the woods to 
p repara tion  for m ilitary  duty  
during  the Civil War.

Dr. F isher has w ritten  sym- 
pathyetically  of the  slaves in  
the U nited  States. He has de 
lved so deeply into the person
a lity  of the  slave th a t a la y 
m an w ould feel ex trem ely  u n 
com fortable, to say the least, 
by  contradicting  anyth ing  Dr. 
F isher has said in Negro Slave 
Songs In  The United States. 
The book, a t a ll times, is ex 
trem ely  pow erful. A t tim es it 
is poignant. A t o ther tim es it 
is elating. There a re  passages 
w hich incite g rea t anger b e 
cause of trea tm en t the slaves 
received. Best of all, th e re  a re  
m om ents w hen th e  Negro is 
triu m p h an t over a ll ad v ersa r
ies, if by  no o ther m eans th an  
com pletely ignoring them . I t  
is then  th a t this g rea t sym 
phony of Dr. F isher’s rises to 
a crescendo, and the  voices of 
the people join in the  phophesy 
of a b e tte r  day. Only then  does 
the sophisticate, w ho has been 
w ondering w hat, sustained 
the slave, realize th a t it was- ’ 
an abounding fa ith  in  the. 
spiritual.

W. SHERMAN PERRY

B ric l(er 
P ro p o s a l
By DUDLEY FLOOD

The B ricker proposal is, in  
effect, a m ovem ent to revam p 
the trea ty -m aking  pow ers of the  
president th rough  constitu tional 
am endm ent. The m ajor im plica
tion of the  m ovem ent seems to 
be th a t  th e  trea ty -m aldng  pow 
ers g ran ted  th e  presiden t by 
article  two of the  F edera l Con
stitu tion a re  som ew hat am big
uous and  have  in  several in 
stances been the  basis fo r “en 
croachm ents” on the righ ts  re 
served to the  states by  th e  ten th  
am endm ent.

The congressional record  d a t
ed F eb ru ary  4,1954, lends sup
port to the contention th a t the  
m ajor defense fo r the  proposal 
is based upon “states righ ts” 
cases in  jud ic ia l history. In  the  
discussions in  Congress on th is 
proposal, certa in  specific cases 
w ere  pointed  out in w hich  the 
trea ty -m ak ing  pow ers of the  
president have  nu llified  o r  over
ridden state laws. Some cases 
pointed out w ere : The P in k
Case, in  w hich the  courts disa
greed w ith  a tre a ty  an  execu
tive agreem ent betw een P res i
dent Roosevelt and  Commissar 
Litvinoff, and  held th a t  i t  over
rode a New Y ork S ta te  Law ; 
the  Capps Case, in  w hich  the 
A ttonery  G eneral seeks to  re 
verse a F edera l C ourt decision 
th a t  an executive agreem ent 
m ay no t repea l in te rn a l law  
and void an  act of Congress 
th rough the  im plied powers of 
the  presiden ta l office; and  the 
M issouri V. H olland Case, w here  
the  Suprem e C ourt ru led  th a t 
a trea ty  w ith  G reat B ritian  gave 
congress th e  r ig h t to enact leg 
islation in an  area supposedly r e 
served to the states by  the  T enth  
Amendment.

F rom  the argum ents against 
the  proposal, one m ight gather

Peering Through The 

BirfTs Eye
BY “BONNIE’.̂,:SS=S5=SSSSS!=S=SSSSS^

Co-eds Respond
The a ttendance at the  Job  Op

portunities Clinic was rea lly  
gratify ing to those who labored 
so d iligently to m ake  the  ven tu re  
a success. A lm ost 90 p e r cent 
m ore wom en a ttended  the forum  
and the  ind iv idual discussion 
groups this yea r th an  atten.ded 
last year. Per-i 
h a p s  the in 
crease in attend-' 
a n  c e w a s  
prom pted  by  the; 
outstanding p er 
sonalities who 
w ere featured,' 
and  if th is is 
true. Dean Latl\-  ̂ ?
am  is to be  c o m - i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  |
m ended on h e r  Bonnie 
ingenious idea and h e r un tiring  
efforts to engage these cejebri- 
ties for the  women at N orth  
Carolina College. I hope th ^ t 
th is is only the  beginning of 
m ore and  b e tte r program s of this 
type. If the  w om en a t NCC con
tinue  to respond favorably, I am  
quite  su re  th a t  o ther occasions 
like th is w ill be experienced.

O rchids To The Dining Hall
It has been m y observation 

lately  th a t bo th  the service in 
the dining hall and the  decorum  
in the lines have im proved g rea t
ly. I have no idea w h a t has 
prom pted th is im provem ent, bu t 
at any rate , I am  sure th a t we 
are all pleased w ith  it. T here are 
m ore and  cleaner glasses, and 
the line is moving m uch m ore 
rapidly . Orchids to the staff for

th a t  such an am endm ent as p ro 
posed, if ratified , w ould  be a 
handicap  to the  p resident in  th a t  
i t  w ould  re ta rd  the progress of 
his p rogram  of foreign relations, 
it “would dam age his prestige 
abroad, and  w ould  becom e an  
excellen t tool for tth e  spreading 
of unfavorable  propaganda.

th e ir  conscientious a tten tion  to 
th e ir  w ork  and  orchids to th e  
students for th e ir  cooperation.

The Constitutional 
Tooth-Ache 

The Com m ittee on Objectives 
has been w orking  very  d iligent
ly  try ing  to com plete revision of 
the S tuden t G overnm ent Con
stitu tion  so th a t the  students for 
the  rem ainder of th is year and 
for m any years to come w ill not 
be plagued w ith  the prospect of 
undefined pow er or no pow 
ers a t all. It is m y opinion th a t 
Mr. P alm er is tak ing  a very  nice 
step in  insisting th a t  th is job 
be accom plished as soon as pos
sible to e lim inate any fu tu re  con
fusion. H owever, be th a t  as i t  
may, the  en tire  process is a 
tedious one and very  very  often 
the fatigue evolves into a great 
big ache in the jaw.

“Dress Circle” rarcfc 
It  is rea lly  am using to  note 

the d ifferen t connotations which 
are  given w ords a t N orth  Caro
lina College. For exam ple, I have 
been under the  im pression th a t 
a “dress circle” a t a concert or 
p lay w as the portion  of the  audi
to rium  or th ea tre  reserved  for 
all patrons who a ttend  th e  af
fa ir  is evening attire . F rom  (all 
appearances, and on the  basis of 
the  procedure follow ed a t 'h e  
concert Friday, F eb ru a ry  19, \he 
“Dress Circle” is anyw here ex
cept the  firs t ten  or tw elve rov/s 
in the center w hich are  r  e
served for the  choir w h >- 
ther they  a re  form ally  dres:;- 
ed or not. Now th e re  is really  
no need of te lling  the students 
th a t they w ill be perm itted  to s . i 
in this section because the  choi'" 
has f irs t preference. I have n 
objection to th e  choir’s prefe ' \ 
encial status, b u t le t us not 
to encourage o ther students 
dress in form al a ttire  under I p, 
pretenses.


