
PAGE TWO THE CAMPUS ECHO FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 1954

GimP‘*5®Echo
C«U€fi a t

NORTH CAROLINA COLLEGE AT DURHAM

Member «

Plssocialed CoUe6iate Press

N O RTH  C A RO LIN A  COLLEGE A T  DU RH AM  
T h e  CAM PU S ECHO, official s tu d en t pub lica tion  a t N o rth  Carolina 

College a D urham , is pub lished  n ine  timSS during  the  academ ic year.

EDITOR _______________________ ___________  YVONNE SCRUGGS
BUSINESS M A N A G E R ____________________IREDELLA MEETZE
M ANAGING E D IT O R _______ :___________ W. SHERMAN PERRY
EXCHANGE EDITOR _______________________BERNICE SAWYER
ADVERTISING M A N A G E R _____________________ERNEST WARD
NEW S E D IT O R  ___  GEORGE G R IFFIN
SECRETARY -   CLEOPATRA TURNER
FEA TU RE EDITOR _____________________  M A RJO RIE TAYLOR
CLERICAL ASSISTANT ______________________  JA M ES RAINEY

REPORTERS
M arg are t B attle , B arb a ra  B roadax, E rnestine  Jam es, Rose Jam es, 
M ary  M ebane, B etty  Redding, Em m a Bullock, E velyn W ilder, E dith  

W hyte, Jo h n  Holley, R ethea Hughes.

CIRCULATION STAFF
Je re lin e  B lacknell, C arolyne Self

TYPIST
Ju a n ita  Thorpe, F lorence McCall

Editorial-

We All Too Often Forget To 
Remember Our Traditions

For qdite some time now, older* members of the North 
Carolina College student body have been constantly com
plaining about the lack of traditions existing at the institu
tion and devising methods by which traditions could be estab
lished and perpetuated. However, at the beginning of each 
year, the students who have not graduated have forgotten 
the majority of the things which they had previously de
signated as being “traditions,” and what is more, there are 
available no records to refresh their memories. The problem 
of records seems to be most serious in the realms of student 
government.  ̂ - i

In the process of revising the Student Government Con
stitution, the Committee on Objectives, which has been 
plagued for almost the entire year with this responsibility, 
went to the Student WeKare Committee in an effort to 
clarify some of the Student Government’s powers. During 
a series of joint meetings of the two organizations, the rec
ords of the Student Welfare Committee revealed that many 
alterations and extensions of power had been granted the 
SG over a period of years of which the present student ad
ministration—and in all probability student administrations 
during the last two years—had no knowledge. For example, 
in 1949, the Student Welfare Committee approved a Student 
Code drawn up by the Student Congress which '<vas designed 
to govern student behavior and social conduct. There is no 
record of any such code in the Student Government’s files, 
and the students who were instrumental in its introduction 
have, of course, been graduated.

Last year the Student Congress passed a bill which 
would compel all freshmen to wear “beanies” during their 
orientation period. Not only has that piece of legislation 
been misplaced, but also, all legislation passed in the Con
gress for the entire year, 1952-53, vanished with the chang
ing administration.

Current behef is that the present Student Government 
Constitution has never been signed and is therefore null and 
void. The converse has also been contended. The discourag
ing part, however, is that there is not one copy of this con
stitution in the SG files, and the only four in existence on 
the campus belong to Mr. Palmer, Dean Turner, and two 
other students who kept copies for. their own personal re
ference.

All of these things can be interpreted to mean precisely 
th is : no organization, especially one as important as the Stu
dent Government, can expect to operate efficiently and pro
tect its own interests, unless the records—the past history 
of that organization—are accounted for and accessible.

With these facts revealed, there are two observations 
■which are fairly obvious. First, if we are ever to establish 
traditions, which are commonly called reptitions of proce- 
'dures, we must have available the records which first intro- 
xiuced these procedures. The records w ill at least remind us, 
if not inspire us. Second, if Mr. Palmer establishes some 
method by which the records of this year’s activities can be 
protected until they are formerly turned over to the next 
prexy, and the next prexy does likewise, we shall be well on 
the road toward all-around efficiency.

Perry

Book Review
W. SHERMAN PERRY

The D evil’s 
Laughter

BY FRANK YERBY

F ran k  Y erby’s la test book is 
alw ays his best book. One m a r 
vels a t the  fact th a t he can im 
prove upon his style at all. B ut 
w ith  each successive novel, he 
does im prove. So it is w ith  THE 
DEVIL’S LAUGHTER, a book 
w hich leaves the  read er in a 
strangely  g rand  and glorious 

mood.%

If any w rite r  of our age can 
catch  the  spirit; ;:: 
of a tu rb u le n tl i l  
e ra  and tran sfe r 
th is sp irit by  ^
pen to pap er it 
is Yerby. THE;?? 
D E V I L ’ S 
L A U GHTER, 
w hich  has the  
F rench  R evolu 
tion  fo r  b ack 
ground  music, is w ritten  so v i
v id ly  th a t the  read e r  is no t ap t 
to fo rget th is re -c rea tion  of the  
past fo r a long tim e to come.

■ Je a n  P au l M arin  is th e  hero  
in THE DEVIL’S LAUGHTER.
L ike a ll of Y erby’s s ta r  ch a r
acters, he is m uch m ore eloquent 
than  M ilton’s Satan  ever could 
have been. A nd in  keeping  w ith  
trad ition , M arin  is a little  b it 
of God and a little  b i t  of S atan  
com bined. W ith the  s tren g th  of 
M ichael, he  battles  his w ay  
th ro u g h  im possible situations, 
descending to the  level of m o r
ta ls  on ly  because of his w eak 
ness fo r  th ree  women.

A r ich  m erch an t’s son w ith  
the laugn t^r of th e  'devil, Jean  
P au l is obsessed by his ha tred  
for the  nobility  of France. B ut 
as he sees his coun try  fast be 
coming an anarchy  during  the  
revolution, he  pauses to w on 
der if the  T h ird  E state is ready  
for a republic.

The T h ird  E state— th e  m ob—  
is a p a r t  of the  backgroud  music 
fo r THE DEVIL’S LAUGHTER. 
H ere th e  m usic is alw ays coarse 
and  violent and  fo rever m ean 
ingless. I t  is th e  m usic to w hich 
Q ueen M arie A nto inette  had  to 
lis ten  as. she w as led  to the  
gu illo tine by  r iff-ra ff  w ho w ere 
not good enough to kiss th e  im 
p rin t her shoes m ade in  th e  d irt. 
It was these F renchm en  and  
th e ir  ilk  w ho helped  devastate  
F rance. A nd the  irony  of th e  
w hole th in g  is th a t  i t  w as done 
in the  n am e  of equality .

Y erby  alw ays can be re lied  
upon to crea te  w om en of e x tra 
o rd inary  beau ty  and  charm . He 
does no t fa il to do so in  THE 
DEVIL’S LAUGHTER. F or the  
sake of com plication, th e re  are  
th ree  fascinating  fem ales. Lu- 
ciene T albot is th e  vixen,- fu ll of 
f ire  and  hell and  brains, w ho 
know s no w rong  only  because 
she recognizes no righ t. Nicole 
la Moyte, of noble blood, defies 
description, fo r describ ing im 
plies lim itations. W omen like  
Nicole know  lim its only  by dy 
ing. F leu re tte , a b lind  girl, and  
m ore im portan t a v irtuous one, 
h ad  no r ig h t to be  born  into such 
a co rrup t w orld , a lthough  i t  is 
to be w ondered  if angels possess 
such passions as she.

F ra n k  Y erby is no t just a 
novelist; he  is a poet. He is a poet 
in a m uch t ru e r  sense of the  
w ord  th an  m any  w ho profess to 
be poets, fo r his w ords a re  liquid  
gold and  his phrases a r  s trange 
ly  close to music. He has proved  
this again  and  again, and  no 
w here  m ore conclusively th an  in 

THE DEVIL’S LAUGHTER.

Peering Through The 
Bird’s Eye

8a:55=5H BE3t3S31=5$=

MOTHER-DAUGHTER
WEEK-END

Ju s t a rem in d er to a ll fre sh 
m en to no tify  th e ir  m others th a t 
the  annua l M other-D aughter 
w eek-end  is no t too fa r  away. 
We hope thatp ; 
m any m others 
w ill v isit o u r ; 

cam pus th is y ear 
and  w ill rem ain  
to be honored  at 
the  ban q u et on 
S a tu rd ay  night. §
A n o t h e r  r e 
m inder . . . L e t’s ___
p u t our best fee t “Bonnie” 
fo rw ard  w hile  o u r v isitors are 
on cam pus and  in the  d o rm ito r
ies.

PROTECT THE VERDANT 
GREEN

The gardeners w orked  very  
feverish ly  during  th e  E aster v a 
cation and  a re  s till w ork ing , t r y 
ing to p u t our cam pus in  t ip 
top condition. The grass is b rig h t 
green  and  th e  sh ru b b ery  is g row 
ing ra th e r  nicely. L e t’s have 
some school sp irit, and  le t’s 
show  it b y  respecting  our cam 
pus and  keeping  it  looking neat.

DEMOCRACY OR 
MONARCHY?

I t  is ju s t sho rt of aboslutely 
am azing to note  the  w ide  range 
o f ' d ifference w hich  som etim es 
appears in  denotation  and  con-

BY “BONNIE” j=b=3j=8=o=d=sj=3H »'

nota tion  of w ords. The p a r t i 

cu la r phrase  I have  in  m ind  is 
“S tu d en t Self-D irection .” The 
occasion is as follow s; On A pril 
23, the  Office of th e  D ean of 
M en released  a  c ircu la r en titled , 
“M entorizing th e  M en S tudents,” 
in w hich  th e  residen ts  of Chid- 
ley  H all w ere  calm ly  and  u n 
cerem oniously  in form ed th a t  all 
sem blance of dem ocratic  govern 
m en t in  th e ir  dom itory  w ill be 
rem oved  beginning  n ex t year. 
The c ircu la r  s ta ted , “T he M en’s 
D orm ito ry  Council sha ll consist 
of e igh t students, th e  Residence 
D irector, th e  A ssistant D ean of 
Men, the  D ean of Men, and  any  
o th er persons w hom  th e  D ean of 
M en m ay see f i t  to nam e.”

T he c ircu la r fu r th e r  s ta ted  
th a t  th e  D ean or his designated 
rep resen ta tives  sha ll conduct all 
H ouse C ouncil m eetings, and 
th a t  th e  council shall serve as 
advisor to th e  D ean of M en 
ra th e r  th an  th e  D ean of M en 
serv ing  as advisor to th e  coun
cil as has fo rm erly  been  th e  p ro 
cedure. In  fact, th e re  a re  m any 
a ltera tions w hich  b e a r  carefu l 
scru tiny  by  th e  m en w ho w ill be 
obliged to live in  Chidley H all 
n ex t year. I therefo re , suggest 
th a t  th e  m en  re a d  th is ca refu lly  
and  if you  hav e  com plaints,' 
lodge them  now  before  it  is too 
late.

U ncertainty In Indochina
By DUDLEY FLOOD

A  c u rren t question  of m ajo r 
concern is, “W ill w e becom e in 
volved in  an  a ll ou t w a r  in  Indo- 
Ctoina?”. I t  is (^ertainly too ea rly  
yet to a ttem p t to answ er lliis 
question  positively. I t  is m y 
opinion, how ever, th a t  th e  G en
eva Conference, w hich  began 
A pril 26, m ay  w ell supply  a 
m ore defin ite  basis upon w hich 
to an tic ipate  th e  course of ac 
tion  th a t w ill follow.

It is expected  th a t  a t th e  G en
eva Conference, S ecre ta ry  of 
S ta te  Jo h n  F. D ulles w ill 
a t t e m p t  t o  p resen t the 
Reds w ith  a free  na tions’ fro n t 
in  hopes th a t  th e  s treng th  and  
un ity  of such a f ro n t w ill dis
courage Red support of the  w ar 
in Indo-China. The outcom e of 
th is  a ttem p t is uncerta in , b u t we 
m ay be su re  tha t, a t any  cost, 
th e  U nited  S tates officials do no t 
in tend  to le t Indo-C hina fa ll to

the commimists.
' U nited  S tates adm in istra to rs 

seem ingly have tw o objectives: 
(1) to make) su re  th e  F ren ch  a re  
p rep a red  w ith  equipm ent and  
m en to stay  in th e  figh t an d  (2) 
to asssure our allies as w e ll as 
the  opposition th a t  th e  U nited  
States w ill m ain ta in  its  p resen t 
a ttitu d e  of “g rave  concern” over 
developm ents in  Indo-China.

The optim istic  v iew  of th e  
situation  is th a t  th e  F rench  m ay 
soon tu rn  th e  t id e  of w ar. The 
big question  is w h a t w ill hap 
pen  if th e y  don’t, if  th e  com m un
ists should  overcom e th e  F rench  
as th ey  now  th rea ten  to do,, or 
if th e  F rench  should d raw  out 
of Indo-C hina altogether? The 
G eneva C onference should  give 
us a s ta r t  tow ard  th e  answ er to 
all of these questions. U n til they  
do, th e  an sw er is v e ry  uncerta in , 
even to o u r  n a tiona l leaders.

RAMBLING REPORTER
The question asked by your 

RAMBLING REPORTER this 
month is: “What is your reac
tion to American intervention  
in Indochina?”

“I t  is h igh  tim e th a t  the  

U nited  S ta tes Congress stop 
ped  utilizing th e  A m erican 
soldier as a paw n. W hy not 
le t the  sm alle r countries figh t 
th e ir  ow n ba ttles  and  a t the  
sam e tim e, pe rp e tu a te  th e ir  
own independence?”-—Mau
rice C. McNeill, Senior, Smith- 
field.

“Since A m erica is p a r t  of the  
U nited  Nations and  a crisis in 
Indochina is alm ost inevitable , 
if it  becomes necessary  I  th ink , 
th a t  A m erica should lend  its 
forces to th e  cause. I do no t 
feel, how ever, th a t  w e should 
allow  ano ther K orea to r e 
su lt.”— Benny Dix, Senior,

East Chicag’o, Indiana.

“If  troops can  be  supplied 

w ithou t increasing  th e  d ra f t 

quo ta  o r leng then ing  tenu re , I 
am  in accord. Also, if taxes 

m ust be  increased  to supply 
am unition, I am  not in accord 
w ith  in te rven tion .” —  Althea 
James, Senior, Camden, S. C.

“I t  w ill p robab ly  become 
necessary  since alm ost every 
th in g  sh o rt of violence has 
been  tr ied .”— Louis Fields, Jr., 
Kittrell.

“I feel th a t  in te rven tion  in  
Indochina is analogous to a 
single m an  m eddling  in a 
m arriage— noth ing  b u t  tro u 
ble. I t  w ill inev itab ly  re su lt in 
an o th e r K orean  situa tion .”—  
Andrew Graham, Jr., Gary, 
Indiana.


