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Supreme Court Decision Opens Way 
For 'Liberty, Equality, Fraternity'

On December 18, 1865, the thirteenth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States of America declared slavery 
illegal and thereby granted the Negro, a victim of continuous 
involuntary servitude since 1619, his liberty. On May 17, 
1954, eighty-nine years later, the Supreme Court of these 
United States, declared the “separate but equal” doctrine 
unconstitutional, thus securing for the Negro educational 
equality.

Yet there is still absent the third and final word of the 
trio, shouted from border to border by the French people 
during the eighteenth century—proclaimed and attained by 
a people less “democratic” and of less international esteem  
on the world scene during the twentieth century. The cry 
'or “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” has still to be realized 

ithin the walls of the Power of the west.
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Gecrgia. South Carolina and Mississippi, self-styled 
Representatives of the people” are rallying their forces in an 

effort to protect their system of segregated education. They 
have made public their violent reactions to this momentous 
decision, threatening to create internal dissention to equal 
the international turbulence. Confederate America now de
fies the tangible law as sh^ once defied the intangible 
democracy.

But how is the Negro, who now stares up an open road which  
was barricaded a short tim e ago, reacting to this new step to
ward first-class citizenship? How w ell do w e realize that the 
fight has just begun?

This Supreme Court ruling is but a law. And like all 
others laws, full advantage must be taken of it. Otherwise it 
will soon grow meaningless and the ink with which it was 
written will begin to fade, taking down into the dark w ell of 
oblivion our claim to our rights as Americans. There must 
be people who are prepared to step into the new roles. There 
must be students who w ill apply for admission to all schools 
without hesitation. There must be Negro parents who will 
suppress their fears and apprehensions and will both sup
port this ruling and avail their children of the equality which 
is now legally theirs.

A new day has dawned; a new vista of progress has been 
opened to us. If w e, the people who have been deserving for so 
long, are alert and perseverance, although the road may be 
rough, the detours w ill be few. Our federal government is for 
us. People from all sections of the country who believe in the 
theory and practice of democracy are for us. Who, then, can 
be against us?

BOOfe REVIEW............
Hem ingway’s

THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA
By W. Sherman Perry

The populai’ity  of THE OLD
MAN AND T ^ E  SEA is n o t en-

i
dem ic to our (campus. It is a 
book w hich  critics a t hom e and  
abroad  have  acfclaimed and  giv
en rave  review s, “LIFE” m ag
azine ra n  the  w o rk  in fu ll p rio r 
to its publfcation  in book form , 
thus assuring a v a s t read ing  p u b 
lic. A nd accordif^g to m any, 
THE OLD MAN AND THE SEA 
is H em ingw ay’s m asterpiece.

One m igh t expect a book of 
of such w ide acclaim  to be g iant 
in size, com parable  pe rh ap s  to 
The Sun Is My 
U n d o i n g  or 
Gone With The:
Wind. B ut thisi 
novel has oiily 
140 page. One 
m igh t th in k  a l
so th a t  th e  book 
has an  ex trem e 
ly  un iq u e  plot.
This is no t true .
The sto ry  has been to ld  n u m er
ous tim es. M an has been  reco rd 
ing  accounts of h i^  conflict w ith
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n a tu re  since m eans of record ing  
w ere  invented.

In  The Old Man And The Sea
H em ingw ay’s p rinc ipa l ch a r
ac ter is th e  old an d  poor, b u t 
heroic, Santiago. Because of his 
g rea t p ride, the  old  m an  refused 
the charity  of tow nspeople and  
continues fishing for his live li
hood. B ut th e re  is no th ing  false 
about th is p ride; i t  is b o rn  of 
the  know ledge th a t  Santiago 
was once a g rea t fisherm an. The 
fire  of th is know ledge is kep t 
bu rn ing  by a young boy who 
has uncom prom ising fa ith  in 
Santiago.

The boy, th e  only  o ther 
ch a rac te r of im portance, con
tinues to believe in  Santiago 
even though  a ll o thers, in c lud 
ing  his ow n m other and  fa ther, 
th in k  the  old m an ’s ca ree r  has 
ended. This fa ith  is a g rea t 
factor in  Santiago’s continued  
fa ith  in  him self.

One day  Santiago ven tu res  
ou t to sea alone. A  g rea t e igh 
teen  foot fish  is hooked. F rom  
th is po in t on,"the sto ry  revolves 
about a gigantic struggle  be-

Peering Through The
Bir(Ts Eye

Congratulations, Grads!!

A fter about 1:30, on Tuesday, 

Ju n e  1, th e re  w ill be an add i
tional 308 adults, who, th rough  
p repara tion , diligence, and 

sticktuitiveness, have  m ade 
them selves elig^t;)le to assume 
the  ro les and  Obligations of ci
tizens and leaders in th is most 
com plicated w orld. These peo
p le w ill by  th a t  tim e  be a lum ni 
of N orth  C arolina College a t 
D urham , a n d s  
thus w ill auto-^ 
m atica lly  b e 
ra led  as teach 
ers, specialists, 
perfo rm ers, or 
g rad u a te  stu-^ 
den ts of th e ' 
h ighest calibre.?:;
We a re  indeed; 
proud  of our| 
class of 1954, “BONNIE” 
and  w e w ish them  th e  best of 
luck in  th e ir  chosen fields and 
professions. These a re  our lea 
ders po tentia l, th e  cream  of our 
social 'a n d  academ ic crop. They 
have m erited  the  to rch  of p ro 
gress to  b ear h igh  to keep 
brigh t, so th a t th ey  m ay lead 
o thers from  th e  darkness.

The Second Knock
Well, th e  th ird  and  final 

q u a r te r  of ano ther academ ic 
year is slow ly d raw ing  to a 
close, and  for th is  th e  m ajo rity

B Y  “BO NNIE’* T y V Tf T'T
of us are  v e ry  happy. However,

An Editor’s F arew ell. . • .
As re tir in g  ed ito r of th e  p a m 

p a s  Echo, it  seems only  n a tu ra l 
th a t  I b riefly  recoun t th e  y e a r’s 
.activ ities of th e  Echo and  m ake 
a f ina l s ta tem en t to the  en tire  
s tuden t body w hich  I have a t 
tem p ted  to serve. I have en joy 
e d  every  m inu te  of m y w ork  
w ith  th e  pap er and  I hope th a t 
in  some sm all m easure I have 
been  ab le  to give th is  o rgan i
zation the  type  of leadersh ip  
w hich  it deserves.

The CAMPUS ECHO is the  
h e a r t  of s tuden t governm ent at 
NCC because th e  facts, opinions, 
activ ities and  accom plishm ents 
of th e  students, w hen  once an 
nounced th rough  th is  m edium .

a re  forever recorded  and  sub 
jec t to th e  le isure  of re trospec 
tive  history.

The Echo has a ttem p ted  to  be 
the  voice of th e  students, ra ised  
in praise, challenge, acceptance, 
rejection , and  rep rim an d  w hen 
ever th e  occassion has p re sen t
ed  itself. The new s appearing  
on its pages has been  chosen 
in an  a ttem pt to in te rest th e  m a
jo rity  of th e  people w hom  it 
serves. Its ed ito ria ls have a t 
tem pted  to in te lligen tly  discuss 
all issues a t hand, not only those 
w hich m ateria lize  in our" own 
sphere of activ ity , bu t also these 
w hich find  th e ir  orig in  a t na 
tional and  in te rna tiona l levels

by YVONNE SCRUGGS

and  effect us as w orld  citizens.
The staff w ith  w hich  I have 

had  to w ork  has indeed been a 
co-operative one, d isplaying 
loyalty  and  perseverence which 
has been a continuous source of 
insp ira tion  and  satisfaction to 
me. The cred it fo r w hatever 
success the  ECHO has en joy 
ed th is y ea r is m ore to be given 
to them  since no ed ito r can w ork  
w ithou t a  staff.

I ex tend  to the  s tuden t body 
m y hea rt-fe lt th anks for th e ir  
in te res t in the  paper, and to the 
ed ito r elect, m y best w ishes for 
an  even tfu l and  prosperous ad 
m in istra tion .— “BONNIE”

as w e consider our records in 
re trospect, balancing a i m s ,  
against accom plishm ents, par- 
haps w e realize th a t the  fo rm er 
out-w eighs by  fa r  th e  la tter. 
A nd a t this we are  no t too 
pleased. Yet, w e  s till f ind  some 
consolation in  th e  fact th a t w e 
shall have  an o th e r chance n ex t 
year, and  w ith  a little  m ore ef
fort, and  a little  less resignation, 
w ith  a little  m ore action and  a 
li t t le  less p rocrastina tion  w e 
shall im prove. L e t’s tak e  ad v an 
tage of th is  second knock  of op
p o rtu n ity  an d  rem em ber th a t 
the school of h a rd  knocks teach 
es well, b u t the tu ition  is very  
high.

Orchids
O ur S tuden t G overnm ent 

P residen t, Mr. E llio tt B. P a l 
m er, has accom plished a goal 
fo r w hich he is to be h ighly 
commended. A fte r  one fu ll year 
of tireless w ork  and  alm ost 
th ree  years of a ttem pts, the  
S tuden t G overnm ent C onstitu 
tion  has fin a lly  been com pleted 
and  is now  read y  fo r ra tif ica 
tion. The NCC in s tru m en t of 
governm ent has been so im 
p roved  th a t  in  fu tu re  years few 
difficulties should  arise  w hich 
w ill no t find  p a rtia l solution 
w ith in  its fram ew ork . The p a t 
te rn  has been com pleted...the 
students an d  th e ir  leaders have 
only to follow  its lines. Good 
s tuden t governm ent need  no 
longer be a hope springing e te r 
na l in the hum an  b reast b u t can 
now  becomes a contem porary  
realization . O rchids to Mr. 
P a lm er and  his 1953-54 S tuden t 
G overnm ent A dm inistration .

No Coddling Here

N orth  C arolina College is de
fin ite ly  no t the  only school 
w hich  w ill no t to le ra te  the  cod
dling  of its a th letes, as was r e 
cen tly  dem onstrated  in  the 
stand  tak en  by  th e  U niversity  
of Illinois on J . C. C aroline’s 
academ ic record. The exam ple 
has now  been public ly  set, so 
this should be a fa ir  w arn ing  
to our Eagles to ta k e  care th a t 
th e ir  »4ass w ork  is as efficient 
as th^^ w ork .

tw een  fish an d  man.
The Old Man And The Sea 

is sym bolic of m an ’s struggle  
against forces, bo th  h um an  and  
n a tu ra l. A nd in  Santiago w e see 
th e  determ ina tion  of m an  to rise  
above any  an d  a ll obstacles, a 
perseverance  w hich  it  itse lf en 
nobling.

A lthough  I  reocgnize H em ing
w ay ’s p lace in  and  influence on 
A m erican  li te ra tu re , I  can  m ake 
no claim  to being a H em ingw ay 
fan. He is an  acknow ledged  m as
te r  of th e  brief, concise and 
lucid  sentence, a sty le  of 
w hich  sim plicity  is th e  keynote. 
B u t because of th is  sim plicity, 
H em ingw ay gives th e  im pression 
th a t  he is w ritin g  a sto ry  fo r one 
of th e  b e tte r  w r i t te n  new spapers. 
T he p r im a ry  pu rpose  of th e  
new spaper is to in form ; th a t  of 
th e  novel is to en te rta in . Though 
a t tim es H em ingw ay does in 
form , I seldom  fin d  h im  e n te r 
taining.

N or shall I  say  th a t  The Old 
Man And The Sea is his best 
novel. A Farewell To Arins and 
For Whom The B ell Tolls a re
superio r w orks. H em ingw ay is 
a versa tile  w rite r ;  he  has lived  
m uch  and  has h ad  r ich  ex p eri
ence to d raw  from . Y et The Old 
Man And The Sea seems to  be 
th e  w o rk  of a ph ilosopher who 
needed  som e qu ick  cash and  so 
decided to  w rite  a novel u tiliz 
ing his know ledge of fish ing  and  
baseball w hile  d istilling  his 
philosophy throughout.

Toward Real 
NCC Government

B y D U D L E Y  E. F LO O D
We are  all fam iliar w ith  ce r

ta in  quotations like  “govern 
m en t of th e  people, by  th e  peo 
ple, and fo r  th e  people,” and 
“deriv ing  its ju s t pow ers from  
th e  consent of th e .  governed” , 
etc. These quotations grew  ou t 
of philosophies upon w hich 
governm ents fo r nations have 
been founded.

O u r S tu d en t G overnm ent a t 
N.C.C. is established upon 
these sam e principles. B ut how 
m an y  of us can honestly  say 
th a t  w e have given a second 
though t to th e  success of th is 
o rganization, except perhaps 
a t election tim e, and  even then  
have supported  th e  organization  
to any  noticeable  ex ten t?  How 
m any  of us have concerned o u r 
selves as to w h e th e r the  S tu 
dent C ourt has enough ju risd ic 
tional function to ju stify  its 
existence?

On th e  o th er hand, m any  of 
us w onder w hy  our governm ent 
does so little  to help us and  
w hy w e h ea r  so little  about our 
governm enta l activities. I see 
only  one answ er to th is ques
tion. O ur s tuden t governm ent, 
ap p aren tly  co n tra ry  to public 
opinion, consists of and  is de
penden t upon every  person over 
w hich  it  has ju risdiction . The 
success o r fa ilu re  of th e  govern 
m en t is invariab ly  in  d irec t pro- 
pwrtion to the  degree of support 
given it  by  the  students. I t  is 
fallacious to assum e th a t  th e  
s tuden t body has fu lly  d is
charged its responsib ility  by  
having  elected  adm in istra to rs 
and  rep resen ta tives to the  Con
gress. The elected m erely  re p re 
sent th e  electorate. I t  is th e  p r i 
vilege of each  ind iv idua l s tuden t 
to legislate th rough  his re p re 
sentatives.

To assure ourselves of a m ore 
functional S tu d en t G overnm ent 
in  the  fu tu re , le t us resolve to 
give our S. G. th a t support 
w hich it  m ust have  to succeed.


