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B y VILHELM MOBERG

The Quest For Security J istified
For the past few  years it has been an acc epted fact that 

the present generation is concerned deeply w ith  security. 
Lately, however, many w ell recommendeii observations 
seem  to coincide w ith  that of Judge Charles E. Wyzanski, 
president of the Board of Overseers at Harv.'strd University, 
w ho believes that this quest for security is b ^ n g  conducted 
at the sacrifice of w hat he calls the “essential zest of life .” 
Dr. Wyzanski, speaking to the University of Pennsylvania’s 
1954 graduating class, further stated that |hose who sub
ordinate everything else in life  to securit|r are courting 
■“frustration and ighom iny.”

Dr. W yzanski stands not alone in his reasoning. Many 
graduating classes throughout the United States listened  
to messages similar in content last June.

Dorothy Thompson, w hile comparing the preselfit gen
eration w ith her own, found that “considering their years, 
they are too concerned w ith security.” The youth o i today  
lacks the “Sturn und Strang” that past generations have 
boasted.

It cannot be denied that all of this is true. But it «an 
be denied that there is anything strangely irregular in 
this behavior pattern. It is the natural result of many  
diversified causes.

To be specific, the present generation includes those 
born from 1929 to the present. 1929— the end of the roaring 
twenties and the beginning of the great depression, of un
employment, of soup lines. This is the unstable era into 
which the present generation was born. It was a world— an 
experience—-that they would not like their children— the 
next generation— to ever know.

Just as America was recovering from this economic, 
social, and psychological disaster, the clouds of war gather
ed rapidly and culminated in World War II. By the end of 
the war in 1945, an official report listed 201,367 Americans 
dead, about 6,000,000 wounded, and 57,000 missing. The net 
result of this devastating record was the m a |^  resolution for 
security through preparedness ana the accel^Wltion of atomic 
bomb, research. And as the A-bomb grew into manhood, 
the mightier Hydrogen Bomb was born^— a greater promise 
of future “security.”

B y this time, many of those who make up the present 
generation w ere teen-agers. The Cold War w ith  Russia 
became front page m aterial and the world divided into two  
camps, pro-communist and anti-communist. The Korean 
War ensued and its ending proved nothing and ended 
nothing. It was a war in which many of this generation 
fought and perished. Many returned confused, realizing 
that since nothing had :^eally been solved, security was yet 
out of reach.

Nor have national affairs of late been of the kind to in
still a feeling of security in young America. Senator Joseph 
McCarthy, w hile having admirable objectives, used methods 
not compatible w ith our w ay of life. His investigations have, 
to  an alarming degree, had a tendency to stifle individual
ism, to make one either conform or be labeled a “security  
risk .”

The past quarter of a century has been years in which  
this generation has seen more than enough of both national 
and international “Sturn und Drang.” Is it to be wbndered 
that peace and security is so greatly desired? Can any
one blame the generation for striving for the security which  
they  feel is their birthright but which has been denied them  
since birth?

Tp e r r y

V ilhelm  M oberg, in his n a 
tive  Sweden, has a tta ined  th e  
exa lted  position th a t  H em ing
w ay  and F au lk n e r  en joy  in  A-

V ilhelm  M oberg, in  his na tive  
Sw den, has a tta ined  the  exalted  
position th a t  H em ingw ay and 
F au lk n e r  en joy  in  A m erica. A l
though  he  is the  
au th o r of fo u r 
teen  novels and 
f i f t e e n  p l a y s  
th a t  have  been 
trans la ted  in t  o 
s e v e n t e e n  
languages, it  has 
been re la tive ly  
recen t th a t  t h e |
A m erican public 
has been  in tro 
duced to th e  w orks of Moberg.

W hen The E m igrants, a late 
novel by  M oberg, w as re leased 
in  the U nited  States, it  created  
quite  a sensation in  l ite ra ry  
circles and  w as hailed  by critics 
as “one of th e  finest long novels 
in  a y ea r of Sundays.”

M abergs’ follow ers on this 
side of th e  A tlan tic  w ill no t be 
disappointed w ith  Unto A New  
Land. I t  is one of th e  m ost pow 
e rfu l novels to appear on the  
A m erican scene th is year. Oil 
th e  g iant tap es try  of m id-19th 
cen tury  A m erica, M oberg tells 
the story of sixteen Sw edish im 
m igran ts  who came to th e  
U nited States in search of a new 
and  b e tte r  w ay  of life.

The sixteen Scandinavians 
a re  earthy  and  lusty  people 
void of any sophistry. W eary, 
poor, and  unable  to speak Eng
lish, they a rr ived  in New York 
H arbo r in Ju n e  1850, afu,er be 
ing on\»he wate.rs for ten^veeks. 
They ijiust keet> on ihoif^h, for 
it has been decided th a t they  
'Ô ill settle in the  sparsely popu
la ted  te rr i to ry  of Minnesota.

Even In M anhattan , a city of 
half a m illion people, the  
Swedes realize th a t they  have 
come “unto  a good land and a 
large land, un to  a land  flow 
ing w ith  m ilk  and honey.” As 
they  trave l inland, by  ra il and 
ship, seeing the richness of 
A m e ric a - th e  thousands of acres 
of fertile  land, the  v irg in  fo r 
ests, the g rea t lakes, the  w ild 
g a m e -th e y  are  increasingly 
aw ed and than k fu l and  come 
to believe th a t  Am erica is the  
greatest land  upOn the face of 
the  earth .

These Scandinavian  farm ers 
a segm ent of our forefa thers— 
are  of a type th a t  w e never 
seem to m eet today in America. 
There is som ething so basic-so 
fundam enta l-about them  th a t  it 
w ould  not be difficult for a 
20th cen tu ry  m an to envy them  
in spite of the g reat handicaps

m any  adversities, bo th  n a tu ra l  
and  hum an, th a t w ere  en 
countered, even a fte r they  
settled  in  Minnesota.

The g rea t fa ith  they  have in 
the  A lm igh ty  God, th e ir  keen  
joy in th e  simple th ings of life, 
th e  unfa lte ring  hope they  pos
sess, are  a ll m ovingly _ and 
sim ply re la ted  in  th is overw hel
m ingly  pow erfu l novel of Ma- 
be rg ’s.

Unto A Good Land draw s 
m uch of its  pow er from  its very  
simplicity. V ilhelm  M oberg has 
a story  to tell. He does so sin
cerely  and  earnestly  w ithout

lishm ent.
U nfortunate ly , Unto A  Good  

Land  is the  ty p e  of novel th a t  
ra re ly  m akes the  best sellers 
lis t in A m erican. In  th e  search 
fo r escapist lite ra tu re , solid 
books, such as th is  one, a re  
slighted. H ow ever, M oberg  can 
res t assured  th a t  h e  has an  ap 
p recia tive  audience in  A m eri
ca th a t  eagerly  aw aits  his novels, 
novels.

A cknow ledgem ents m ust be  
m ade of G ustof Tannestock, 
w ho did such an  ad m irab le  job 
in tran s la tin g  Unto A Good Land 
into “A m erican .”

Peering Through The 
Bir(Ts Eye

“B O N N IE ”

B y  
e n t r e e

I suppose th a t by  th is  time, 
m any  people have  spread  the 
p roverb ia l welcom e m a t fo r the  
freshm en and  new  students, and 
have also offered a few  w ords 
of encouragem ent and  in sp ira 
tion  as a pre-ifi 
lude to t  h  1 

year’s w ork . My 
sen tim ents of' 
reception a r  t I  

m uch  the  same< 
as those which ̂ , 
you have al-S; 
read y  h e a r  d.f 
H o w e v e r ,  ir  
reception a r e  
a d d i t i o n .  I 
w ould  like to, say th a t you, as 
new  m em bers of the  N. C. Col- 
ie g i  commurfity, are being ac
cepted  into the  shadow  of the  
Eagle’s w ings w ith  clean slates. 
W hatever are  you r objectives, 
as fa r  as academ ic and  social 
ach ievem ent are  concerned, can 
be obtained th rough  perserver- 
ence and  conscientiousness. Y our 
years a t  NCC w ill alw ays rem ain  
the m ost fe rtile  of your lives if 
you avail yourselves of the  op
portun ities  w hen, and  as they 
p resen t themselves. Y our col
lege career is w hat you m ake it, 
and  h e re ’s hoping th a t you 
m ake it, nothing bu t the  best.

Cheer! Cheer For Ole NCC
The football season w ill begin 

w ith  St. A ugustine vs. NCC, on 
Septem ber 25, a t O’K elly Field. 
Coach R iddick and  the  grid-iron 
squad realize th a t we are not 
all pigskin m ateria l, b u t they 
expect from  us, as good Eagles, 
a type of support for which 
th e re  is no substitu te— the m o
ra l  support yelled  from  the 
bleachers. C heering  is no t u n 
dignified nor is it som ething to

B O N N I E ”
be d iscarded  a fte r  h igh  school. 
So le t’s le a rn  o u r cheers, follow  
our cheer-leadeers an d  give th e  
m igh ty  Eagles a shove to w ard  
Victory.

Beanies Of Distinction  
I u n d ers tan d  th a t  the  S tuden t 

G overnm ent P rexy , P e te  W ard, 
has announced  to th e  freshm en  
the  trad ition  concerning the  
green beanies, an d  has posted 
notices saying th a t  they  m ust 
be w orn  at a ll  times. The u p p e r 
classm en expect to see these 
m arks of d istinction  adding  
color to the  NCC population , 
and  they  have been asked to 
enforce th is 3G  ru ling  w hen 
necessary. A fte r all, beanies are 
a p a r t  of th e  freshm en  attire , 
and w e w ere  a ll freshm en once. 
So le t ’s show the  r ig h t sp irit and  
co-operate Frosh.

Orchids To Our Gentlemen  
The senior counselors and  

the  freshm en w om en would 
like to ex tend  m any thanks  to 
the  m en who w ere on the  cam 
pus before Septem ber 15, for 
th e ir  b rillian t display of good 
m anners and chivalry . It was 
indeed gratify ing  to note  how 
respectfu l they  w ere  to our 
A nnie  Day Shepard  residents. 
Orchids to you, fellows. I t  was 
a vast im provem ent over last 
year.

Thanks Friends
One of the m ost satisfying 

experiences w hich I have had  
w as to be w elcom ed back hom e 
by the cleanliness and  gleam  of 
th e  build ing a t NCC. O ur main- 
tanance staff has w orked  long 
and  h a rd  On the  face  of our 
Alma M ater and the  dividends 
are glorious to behold, A bou 
quet of Orchids to our friends 
who slaved th rough  m any  
sw eltering days.

The By-Word At N. C. College Is 'Student Sell Direction’
BY YVONNE SCRUGGS
I n  a lm ost every college or 

xiniversity, regardless of the  
size o r the academ ii inhibitions, 
th e re  exists a t least one tra d i 
tion w hich the students consis- 
ta n tly  identify  w ith  the ir in 
stitution, A t N orth  Carolina 
College, th a t trad ition  is th e  
p rogram  of S tuden t Self D irec
tion.

To say th a t S tuden t Self Di
rec tion  w ould  be m ore read ily  
■understood if a concise defin i
tion  w ere  used as a po in t of de- 
-parture, w ould  be confusing, if 
no t ju s t short of frustra ting . For 
now here  in the  records of the 
S tu d en t Congress, nor of stu- 
dent-facu lty  advisory boards 
does there  exist a definition u p 
on w hich a ll parties concerned, 
b o th  students, and  facu lty  and 
s taff m em bers, can  fu lly  agree.

Therefore, the  only accepted 
tru th ..,the  only established fact, 
is th a t each and  every  m em ber 
of the  NCC com m unity  is w o rk 
ing tow ard  his own in te rp re ta 
tion of the  common goal..

D uring a re -th ink ing  p ro 
g ram  in itia ted  by  the combined 
in terests  of P residen t Alfonso 
Elder, the  S tuden t W elfare  
C om m ittee and  the  S tuden t 
G overnm ent, for the purpose of 
defining the areas of SG ju r is 
d iction as opposed to executive 
jurisdiction, a group of s tu 
dents defined S tuden t Self d irec 
tion. in the  following m anner; 
“The opportun ity  for students to 
live and govern themselves, free  
from  ex te rna l pressure, accord 
ing to ru les and  regulations, 
established by  a duly  elected 
s tuden t governm ent org^anization 
and  stipu lated  in an instrum ent

of governm ent such as a con
stitution, is S tuden t Self D irec
tion.” A nother definitioi), though 
slightly  opposite and  along a dis
sim ilar vein is: “The P rog ram  of 
S tuden t Self Direction is de
signed to foster the ability  of all 
people w ith in  the  college com
m unity  to develop to the  m ax i
m um  degree those tra its  bene 
ficial to them selves and  to the 
m ajo rity  of th e ir  constituents 
and surpress to the greatest pos
sible degree all tra its  no t com
p lim entary  to group living and 
group progress,”

Both in terp re ta tions are suf- 
ficent r;S w orking  defintions 
of S tuden t S e l f  Direction 
b u t cannot exist side by side 
w ithou t u ltim ate ly  causing vio
len t conflicts betw een the  sup
porters  of each definition. 
Therefore, it  becomes increas

ingly apparen t th a t an  under 
standing m ust be reached in 
the  very  im m ediate fu tu re  b e 
tw een the two opposing forces 
or the  m ilitance w hich de- 
velopes in the a ttem pts to ac
complish one aim  from  two 
d ifferen t directions w ill de
stroy both the past and the  po
tentia l, substitu ting  nothing for 
a p rogram  w hich has m an ifest
ed before, and  can again m an i
fest, leadership and  accomplish
m ent at N orth  Carolina College.

The key to success of a p ro 
gram  of S tudent Seif Direction 
lies in active partic ipation on 
the p a r t  of the s tu d en t body in 
all activities w hich concern us. 
W hether developm ent or self- 
governm ent are concerned, ne i
th e r  can be accomplished 
th rough  inertia . There w ill nev 

er exist any type  of p rogram  
beneficial to the  studen t body 
as long as the  s tuden t body r e 
m ains oblivious to its ow n needs 
and opportunities, and  express 
es only a passive in terest in  the  
su rrounding  life. Being active 
does no t necessarily m ean b e 
ing bellig’erent, fo r although all 
privileges m ust not be fought 
for, all overtu res  m ust be m ade 
by those who w ill p rofit most.

The im portance of ascribing 
to the  necessities in student 
governm ent such as voting or 
a ttending  m eetings cannot be 
over emphasized. W ithin these 
apparen tly  m inor requ irem ents 
are the roots of all un ity  and 
progress. There  can only be 
leaders as long as there  are 
followers, and  the  ex ten t to 
which th e  obligations of th e  
followers, m inor or m ajor, are 
regarded  seriously precipates 
success or failure,

(C ontinued on Page 3)


