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The New Dimension To Our Student Aid Program
BY ALFONSO ELDER

Students a t the N orth  C aro
lina College, since the  beginning 
of the institution, have been en 
couraged to feel th a t the college 
w ould help them  w hen they  
needed financial assistance. S tu 
dents applying for admission to  
the College as w ell as those en 
ro lled  do no t hesitate to ask  for 
help w hen  they  need it  and the  
College always tries as best it 
can to come to the ir  assistance.

This a ttitude  of helpfulness is 
no t especially un ique  to N orth  
Carolina College for it is p re 
va len t among colleges th ro u g h 
out the country. T raditionally , 
the  A m erican people have r e 
sponded adm irab ly  to the  appeal 
to help  the  poor boy or g irl get 
the  same chance as the rich. 
This is p a r t  of our A m erican 
dream  of equality  and it  appeals 
to our sense fo r w h a t is right.

The situation  a t N orth  C aro
lina College, however, is d if
fe ren t in some respects from  th e  
situation a t m any  o ther colleges. 
In  the first place, the  College is 
young and it  does not have  
graduates who have amassed 
w ealth  enough to enable them  to 
underg ird  a scholarship program  
by large donations. In  the 
second place, the students who

attended  N orth  C arolina Col
lege and those who wish to a t 
tend are  for the most p a r t  chil
d ren  of ex trem ely  poor parents. 
This fact becam e glowingly ap 
pa ren t recently  w hen  w e dis 
covered th a t the  average annual 
income of the paren ts  of s tu 
dents in a freshm an class w as 
less th an  $3,000.00. How can a 
fam ily  w ith  an annual income 
of only $3,000,000 or less send 
two or th ree  children to college? 
The answ er is obvious. They 
cannot w ithou t considerable f i 
nancial assistance. There are 
situations th a t w e know  about 
w here paren ts  are  m aking  sac
rifices to the ex ten t th a t they 
are  endangering th e ir  health  in 
o rder to give the ir  children the  
advantages of an education; 
yet, w ith  all the ir  noble efforts 
they cannot accomplish the ir  
goal.

The com bination of lim ited 
contributions to the  scholarship 
fund and the lim ited  financial 
resources of paren ts  of s tudents 
m eans th a t  help m ust be denied 
m any persons w ho deserve to be 
encouraged. One of th e  m ost de 
pressing experiences w hich we 
have is th a t of read ing  le tte rs  
a fte r le tters  from  paren ts  and  
students appealing fo r help

w hen all funds fo r th a t year  
have been exhausted. It is diffi
cult to know  w hat to say to 
those who deserve a chance 
w hen  the chance m ust be de
nied because of lack of funds.

The young people of' w hom  
we have spoken are  those who 
have asked for help. T rad ition 
ally, they have been the objects 
of our g reatest concern. As 
Americans, w e have fe lt it  our 
du ty  to help an  am bitious and 
w orthy  individual realize his 
educational goal. We still be 
lieve this and righ tly  so. 
Throughout the country, schools 
and colleges are supported  on 
the  basis of the theory  th a t  any 
one who desires to develop h im 
self in te llectually  should have 
the  opportun ity  to do so.

Up to recent times, the  opera 
tion of this princip le  of ind iv i
dualism, th a t  of helping those 
who ask for help, has been  suffi
cient to supply the q uan tity  and 
quality  of tra ined  intelligence 
needed fo r carry ing  on the  a f 
fa irs of life. W ithin the last de
cade, however, the  situation  has 
rapid ly  changed. We are  now 
th rea tened  w ith  a shortage of 
tra ined  intelligence necessary 
for the p roper conduct of busi
ness, industry , and governm ent

in the m odern world. This short
age of in tellectual pow er is ac
centuated  by  our com petition 
w ith  Russia.

P robab ly  the m ost ou ts tand 
ing dem and m ade upon colleges 
by pow erful forces in  life is the  
dem and th a t colleges provide 
for industry, business, and go
vernm ent m ore individuals than  
fo rm erly  who have the in te lli 
gence and tra in ing  necessary for 
a high level of perform ance. To 
m eet this dem and, every  youth  
who has the  capacity  for achiev
ing a h igh level in college m ust 
be urged  to do so. The freedom  
on the  p a r t  of h ighly  in telligent 
young people to a ttend  college 
or not to a ttend  according to 
th e ir  desires and resources is no 
longer a privilege w hich  they  
should enjoy w ithou t serious 
dam age to our national progress 
and safety. We m ust seek ou t 
students w ith  ab ility  w herever 
they are. We m ust see to it th a t  
the education of these young 
people beyond the  high school is 
not left to chance.

This is the  new  dim ension to 
our studen t aid program . This 
m eans th a t we m ust find the 
funds necessary for doing a 
second job w hen  our resources;

for doing the firs t one a re  inade

quate. We m ust aid, as w e have 
done, those who are  w orthy  and 

ask for help. Also, w e m ust dis
cover those who have in tellec 
tua l abilities above the average 
and who because of c ircum stan 
ces do no t p lan  to go to college 
and urge them  th rough  financial 
aid to develop th e ir  ta len ts  and 
abilities to the optim um  level. 
We cannot w ait un til  the  firs t 
job is done before u ndertak ing  
the second. We are obligated as 
a public institu tion  to serve the  
best in te rests  of the  people and 
by so doing we feel confident 
th a t  the people w ill encourage 
and support us in our efforts.

O ur goal for this A nniversary  
Scholarship F und  Drive is 
$50,000.00— a sm all sum when 
com pared w ith  the  am ount 
which is needed. We are  calling 
upon our friends, our graduates 
and fo rm er students, our faculty 
and staff, and our students to 
contribu te  to this effort. W hat a 
w onderfu l b ir thday  present 
$50,000.00 w ill be; b u t more 
than  this, how w onderfu l it is to 
reflec t upon the  im m easurable 
benefits of this fund  to young 
people in need and through 
them  to our Nation.
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The Anniversary Theme
By HELEN G. EDMONDS

Dr. James E. Shepard
“From  the  date  of the  founding of th is college in  1910 up 

to the  day of his death  . . . th is na tive  born  N orth  Carolinian 
labored early  and late, in season and out, not only in the  
im m ediate in te rest of th is pa rticu la r  college, b u t w ith  wisdom 
and foresight for the  lasting  be tte rm en t of his race and his 
State, not th rough  agita tion or ill-conceived dem ands bu t 
ra th e r  th rough  the  advocacy of a practical, w ell considered 
and consistant p rogram  of racial progress . .

Thus did the  G eneral A ssem bly of the  S ta te  of N orth  
Carolina (February  17, 1948) pay  tr ib u te  to Dr. Jam es E. 
Shepard, founder and first p resident of N orth  Carolina College, 
shortly  a fte r  his death, w hich occurred in O ctober of 1947.

Among the  m any  legislators delivering encomiums to the  
m em ory of Dr. Shepard  was R obert M. G antt, R epresentative 
from  D urham , w ho described the  la te  educator as “grea te r
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The Board of Trustees, H onorary  C hairm an 
and Executive Com m ittee of the F iftie th  A n
n iversary  exam ined for a prolonged period 
some of the  needs in h igher education against 
the background of N orth  Carolina College’s 
Hberal arts  program  and its long range needs. 
In m any sm aller com m ittee m eetings on su it
able themes, views w ere  exchanged, revised, 
and re-drafted. A lways in the  background 
was the accum ulated  knowledge th a t  the  w ar 
had changed the whole world, the  colleges as 
any o ther institution.

There was the  consciousness 
of being in the  nuclear science 
age, and realizing th a t  it m ean t 
new  p a t t e r n s  of life and 
thought, not ju s t  in the  realm  
of the  physical sciences b u t in 
production, consumption, h u 
m an relations, education — 
every  phase of existence. From  
this k ind  of th ink ing  em erged 
a challenging question. Against 
the  backdrop of the  new  age, 
which directions shall the  lib 
era l a rts  program  take?

The Executive C om m ittee’s exam ination 
of h igher education was in conform ity w ith  
the na tion ’s exam ination of the  same. The 
Rockefeller R eport to the  P residen t of the  
U nited  States, Education B eyond the High  
School, re-enforced certa in  basic assum ptions; 
“The N ation has been p^'opelled into a chal
lenging new  educational era  since W orld W ar 
II by the  convergence of pow erfu l forces — an 
explosion of know ledge and population, a 
b u rs t of technological and economic ad 
vances, the  ou tburst of ideological conflict 
and the  uprooting of old political and cu ltu ral 
pa tte rns  on a w orld-w ide scale, and the u n 
paralleled dem and by Am ericans for m ore and 
better education.”

From  this k ind  of com m ittee th ink ing  on 
the national and local problem s in education 
came fo rth  a series of challenging a re a s :

A critical appraisal of the  aims and p ro 
gram s of the  liberal arts  college in the  
new  conditions.

The need for increased excellence in educa
tion provided by  the  liberal arts  col
lege.

The kind and quality  of excellence.

The danger th a t  liberal a rts  colleges m ay be 
tu rn ed  into autom ation factories; and 
thereby  m inim izing the im portance of

m en and w om en as hum an beings.

T h e  ro le  o f  th e  h u m a n i t i e s  a n d  th e  so c ia l  
s c ien ces  as  th e  l ib e r a l  a r t s  p r o g r a m  
co m es  fa c e  to  fa c e  w i th  t h e  sp a c e  age.

The dangers of capsule inform ation ren d e r 
ed by  mass m edia of com m unication 
usurp ing  the  rea l function of sys
tem atic  education.

The College and the  high school th ink  to 
gether on the  problem  of excellence.

The College and the  high school face the 
challenge of our tim e for increasing 
the  quality  and q uan tity  of learning.

Gaps to be closed in the  education of the 
Negro in N orth  Carolina in order to 
m eet the  in te llec tual challenges of our 
day.

Education, our investm en t in  improving 
hum an  understanding .

Each area  was fu r th e r  exam ined in the  light 
of the  role of N orth  Carolina College.

F rom  this abundan t ha rves t of challeng
ing areas em erged a them e adequate  to cover 
all the  facets, tim ely  enough to s tim ula te  a 
most earnest search, p ractical enough to in 
form  the  specialist and the  laym an, and func
tional enough to have lasting value:

APPROPRIATE DIRECTIONS FOR THE 
LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGE IN THE 
CHALLENGING NEW EDUCATION
AL ERA.

The ever recurring sub-theme: The Respon
sibility of North Carolina College.

The A nniversary  C elebration shall serve 
as a period of exam ining  the  libera l a rts  pro 
gram  against the  backdrop of the  demands 
m ade upon colleges by  forces in life. This 
approach is underg irded  w ith  th e  educational 
prem ise th a t  increased in te llec tual com
petence involves a dem and ra th e r  th an  a p re 
ference. Ind iv idual and group surv ival now 
demands th a t  th e  ab ility  of every  person be 
developed and utilized to th e  fu llest degree. 
T here  is the  added rea liza tion  th a t  the  group 
is obligated to see th a t  ab ility  is discovered, 
and used. H igher education involves and 
concerns itse lf w ith  a n u m b er of factors 
among w hich  a re  adm in istra to rs, faculty, 
students and th e  com m unity  in its broadest 
sense. These h u m an  personalities w ill en
gage in  a “th ink ing  th rough  process” of the  
liberal a rts  p rog ram  seeking to find  appro
p r ia te  directions for th e  fu tu re .


