
Monday, November 28, 1960 T H E  C A M P U S  E C H O Page Seven

P E R S P E C T I V E  
JAZZ

The Respectable Mr. M. Dayis 

By HAROLD FOSTER

Anniversary Review

The Respectable Mr. M. Davis
R ecently  I  had  th e  p leasu re  

of a ttend ing  a “dig” session h e ld  
w ith in  th e  w alls of th e  house of 
i l l  rep u te  (C hidley  H all.)

The session w as “sw inging.” 
O ur v iv id  im aginations h ad  ex-, 
tended  to  th e  po in t w h ere  we  ̂
p layed  m ake  believe  th a t  thd| 
jazz a rtis ts  w ere  th e re  in  person  
and  th e  session w as being  re 
corded  (w e h^d  a tape  reco rd er 
of course). E very th ing  had  gone 
fine  u n til  yours tru ly  m ade th e  
d rastic  m istake  of addressing! 
one of th e  m usicians w rongly . 
The conversation  w en t thus: ,

Foster: “W ell, w e’ll lis ten  to  
som e M iles D avis now .” 
O pponents: “W hat do you
m ean  some ‘M iles D avis’, 
don’t  you realize  th a t he is 
god a round  h ere  and  is to  be  
addressed  “M r.” o r “The 
H onorable  M iles D avis?”

I w as shot out, k illed , and  hu-  ̂
.m iliated to  th e  ex ten t th a t I  w as 
p rom pted  to  w rite  th is  a rtic le  
a^.d t itle  it, “The R espectable 
M r. M iles D avis.”

M r. Davis, bo rn  34 y ears  ago 
in  A lton, Illinois, is defin ite ly , 
w ith o u t a doubt, one of th e  mo^ 
d e rn  jazz g iants of today.

The honorab le  M iles p lays ani 
^extremely “soft” horn , w hich  is 

4 a r  from  th e  Roy E ldridge-D izzy 
G illespie school. H e has consis
ten tly  been  overlooked b y  jazz 
critics because he “lacks th e  v ir 
tu o sity  of his contem poraries.” 
Som e critics even go fa r th e r  an d  
say th a t he has en tire ly  dev ia ted  
from  jazz to  “cool” music.

P e rh ap s a ll th is  controversy, 
began  because M r. Davis ra re ly  
uses th e  up p er reg ister, p re fe r 
rin g  to  p lay  alm ost w holly  
“w ith in  the  staff.” H is tone is 
ro u n d  and  w arm .

In  an  in te rv iew  titled , “Selft 
P o r tra it  of th e  A rtis t by  M iles 
D avis,” conducted by  Georgei 
A vak ian  and  taped  and  re-< 
leased b y  C olum bia R ecords 
B iographical Service, The h igh  
p rie s t concedes th a t  h is  sound

and  sense of chord  changes and  
rh y th m  suspensions a re  v e ry  
close to th e  C harlie  P a rk e r  sty le  
— as he  got his s ta r t  and  w as in 
fluenced  by  the  same.

Since th e  tim e  the  m usic in^ 
s tru c to r back  in  M r. D avis’ 
hom etow n h ad  convinced M iles’ 
fa th e r  to  buy  h im  a tru m p e t and  
to ld  him , “P lay  w ithou t an y  
v ib ra to ,” th a t’s how  he h a s  
tr ie d  to  p lay— fast and  ligh t—  
and  no v ibrato . Says M iles, 
“This is one reason w hy  th e  evo
lu tion  of th e  cool era  began. I 
a lw ays w an ted  to  p lay  w ith  a 
ligh t sound, because I  could 
th in k  b e tte r  w hen  I p layed  th a t 
w ay. B ut, I don’t  th in k  th e re ’s 
an y  essentia l d ifference be 
tw een  bebop and  w h a t th ey  ca ll 
cool; th ey  ju s t  d ropped  th a t 
label on m e.”

A s is ev iden t b y  th e  session 
h eld  in  C hidley  H all, as an  idea 
m an  and  influence, th e  honor
able M r. M iles Davis has com e 
in to  h is  fu ll pow ers. If his g rasp  
of the  in stru m en t s till leaves 
som ething to  be desired, he has 
show n considerable professional
ism  in  Barbados, ‘Round About; 
Midnight) since his f irs t  reco rd  
(B illie’s Bounce) and  is ce rta in 
ly  th e  trim ip e t m an  of o u r tim es.
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u n d erg rad u a te  school p resen ted  
th e  m ain  speaker, A rth u r  S. 
F lem m ing, fo r the h onorary  de 
gree, calling  h im  an  “educator, 
pubnc  servan t, and  a m an  u n re 
served ly  devoted to  th e  w e lfa re  
of our coun try  and  its  people.” 

Flem m ing Speaks 
Follow ing cerem onies in  

w hich  he w as aw arded  th e  
ho n o rary  degree of D octor o{ 
H um ane L etters , A rth u r  S. 
F lem jning, U. S. S ecre ta ry  o:̂  
H ealth , Education, and  W elfare 
said th a t “The insistence by  o u r 
colleges and  un iversities  upon  
th e  p u rsu it of academ ic excel
lence is essential to  th e  w e lfa re  
of A m erica and  th e  free  w orld .” 
F lem m ing, th e  m a in ‘speaker in  
th e  second day  of th e  G olden 
A nn iversary  activ ities, also 
s trong ly  endorsed sit-in  dem on
s tra tions in  th e  South, 

“ sp e a k e rs  on th e  T hursday 
afternoon  sym posium  on “The 
College and  A ccentuated  Social 
A ction” included  H a rry  G olden, 
ed ito r of “The C aro lina 
Israe lite” ; D r. Douglas B. Maggs, 
professor of law  a t D uke U ni
versity ; M r. D aniel H. P o llitt, 
professor in  U niversity  of N orth  
C aro lina L aw  School; M r. Mc-| 
N eil Sm ith, cha irm an  of th e  
N orth  C arolina C ivil R ights Ad-i 
visory Commission; D r. Asa T. 
Spaulding, p residen t of Norths 
C aro lina M utual L ife In su rance  
Com pany; M r. J .  N elson S traw - 
b r id g e ,  chairm an  of th e  D urham  
C om m ittee on H um an  Relations;,

M r. D. G. Sam pson of th e  NCCj 
L aw  School facu lty , an d  Mr. 
M arion  W right, vice chairm an  o^ 
the  S ou thern  R egional Con
ference.

Choir Presented
T he N orth  Ci^rolina College 

C hoir p resen ted  “The D eath  of 
M innehaha,” by  Sam uel Cole
ridge  Taylor, B roadw ay show^ 
hits, and  sp iritua ls a t 8:00 p.m. 
A  recep tion  fo r  guests w as heldi 
a t  9:30 p.m. in  th e  W om en’s 
G ym nasium .

D r. Jo h n  Hope F ran k lin , p ro 
fessor and  ch a irm an  d£ th e  d e 
p a rtm en t of h is to ry  a t  Brook-i 
lyn  College, delivered  th e  c li
m ax ing  Convocation address on 
F riday , N ovem ber 11 in  th e  R- 

, L. M cDougald G ym nasium . The( 
fam ed h istorian , w ho once 
tau g h t a t  NCC, said a lib e ra l 
a r ts  college “is dedicated  to  con
struc tive  contact be tw een  the  
h um an  m ind  and  sp irit and  th e  
w o rld " in  w hich  i t  dw ells. I t  is 
fu lly  aw are  of the  g rea t d im en
sions of know ledge. I t  knowS 
th a t know ledge is freedom , it  isl 
v irtue , it  is independence, it  is 
pow er; and  it  is thus anxious to  
see to  it  th a t thei best possible 
use is m ade of know ledge.”

Degrees Conferred
P resid en t A lfonso E ld er con

fe rre d  h onorary  degrees upon 
tw o local business executives, 
Bascom  Baynes, and  Asa T. 
Spaulding, before  a host of 
d ign itaries including  G overnor 
L u th e r Hodges and  p residen ts, 
deans and  adm in istra to rs frorn^

m ore th a n  100 colleges, univer-( 
sities, and  learned  societies. The( 
im pressive cerem ony, m ark ed  
by  M edieval pagean try , also fea 
tu re d  greetings from  th e  State^ 
city , colleges an d  un iversities, 
m usic by  th e  college cho ir an d  
deans and  adm in istra to rs from  
band, and  a cand le-ligh ting  
cerem ony dedicating  th e  C ollege 
“to th e  n e x t h a lf  cen tu ry .”

P resid en t E ld er also ad-> 
dressed th e  A nniversary  Schoy 
la rsh ip  L uncheon a t  1:00 p.m . 
H e challenged teachers and  s tu 
den ts  to  address them selves to  
th e  p rob lem  of accelera ting  N e
gro students, m ost of w hom  
exh ib it low er levels of academ ic 
a tta inm en t.

R eferring  to th e  s tuden ts’ re-< 
cen t dem onstrations ag a in st 
segregation. D r. E ld er said  th e y  
should  be challenged “To feel 
equally  strong  about academ ic  
in eq u a lity .”

The 7:00 p.m . a lum ni sym po
sium  fea tu red  th e  question  

, “W hat shall be  the  new  d im en
sions in  college-alum ni re la tio n 
ships in  th e  challenging new  
educational era?

H om ecom ing activ ities w ere  
in  th e  spotligh t on S a tu rd ay , 
N ovem ber 12. T he NCC Eagles 
defea ted  V irg in ia  U nion U n iver
s ity ’s P an th e rs  32-0 in  th e  1:30 
p.m . H om ecom ing game.

Golden Featured
(continued  from  page 5) 

of th e  D urham  C om m ittee onj 
H um an R elations; and  Mr., 
D aniel G. Sam pson, teach er ini 
th e  N orth  C arolina College L aw  
School.

a le in  refreshes your taste
- §iT"§6feOS' every puff

Men’s Weekend
(continued from  page 1) 

E zra  Totten , D r. J . N eal H ugh- 
ley, M r. W illiam  H ollow ay, M r. 
Roam less Hudson, M r. R ubin  F . 
W eston, and  Mr. E lizam on Co
ley. The special M en’s D ay V es
per, he ld  a t 3:15 in  B. N. Dukei 
A udito rium , w as addressed by  
D r. W illiam  S tu a rt Nelson, th e  
D ean of R eligion a t  H ow ard 
U niversity , w ho took as h is 
topic, “The G reatest Things in, 
th e  W orld .” Dr. N elson w as m e t 
in fo rm ally  by  studen ts and  visi
to rs  in  th e  clim axing “A fter- 
V esper” reception, w hich  w as 
held  in  th e  C hidley H all Social 
Room  a t 4:30.

S6 Crippled
(continued  from  page 1) 

by  anyone in  au th o rity  th a t  
ta le n t show s have been p roh ib i
ted  on th is  cam pus, n o r has an y 
one fo rw ard ed  to  m e a fo rm al 
com plain t to th a t effect.”

The SG P resid en t m entioned) 
th a t p lans w ere  being  m ade to  
send rep resen ta tives to  th& 
N o rth  C aro lina S tu d en t L egisla
tu re , to  be  held  la te r  th is y ea r 
a t R aleigh. HcJusing facilities, 
according to  M r. S tree te r, a re  
p resen ting  a problem . H e in d i
cated  th a t th e  studen t body w ill 
be in form ed of th e  S tu d e n t 
G overnm ent’s policy  concern ing  
th a t L egisla ture .
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S
C reaU d by R . 4 . Reynolds Tobacco Company

• menthol fresh

• rich tobacco taste 
• modern filter, too

Yes, the soft, cool smoke of Salem refreshes your 
taste and Salem’s special High Porosity paper “air- 
softens” every puff. Get acquainted with the spring
time-fresh smoke of Salem and its rich tobacco 
taste. Smoke refreshed . . . smoke Salem!


