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Christmas? Bah, Humbug
This is indeed a strange season of th e  year. Com m ercial estab- 

lislm ients a re  spending m illions erec ting  gaudy “C hristm as” deco
ra tions. Citizens, fu lly  equipped  w ith  false sm iles and  false h ap p i
ness, ru sh  about buy ing  C hristm as gifts. C itizens w ho w ou ldn ’t 
o rd in a rily  say hello to a passerby now  bom bard  th e  holly-scented 
a ir  w ith  “M erry  C hristm as” greetings. M inisters stand  before th e ir  
congregations and  im press upon them  the  cliche, “Peace on E arth , 
good w ill tow ards m en .”

The season’s strangeness com es from  th e  fac t th a t  it  is m y th i
cal— derived  fro m  a m yth . To m an y  th is  m y th— the b ir th  of Jesus 
C hrist— is ex trem ely  sim ple. I t  is th e  sto ry  of a baby, Jesus Christ, 
w ho w as b o rn  of a v irg in  m o th e r in  th e  slum  area  of Bethlehem . 
T h is baby, according to th e  story, is som ehow a “m o rta l b u t is y e t” 
th e  “son of God.” The m ain  purpose of th is  “son of G od” garbed  in  
h u m an  flesh  is to save m an  from  h is “o rig inal sin .” Since th is  
m iracu lous babe, according to th e  m odern  calendar, w as b o rn  on 
D ecem ber 25, hence th e  celebra tion  of h is w ondrous, div ine b irth .

T his is, as w e have prev iously  sta ted , a m y th ica l season based 
on  a m yth . The m y th  th e  C hristm as season is based upon is so 
ab su rd  th a t  even  th e  m ost a rd e n t be liever of th e  C hristian  eth ic 
canno t believe i t  literally!

To even im agine th a t a sun m illions of m iles aw ay could  single 
o u t the  p lan e t e a r th  and  d irec t a beam  tow ards it, m uch less single 
o u t a s tab le  on th e  p lan e t and  shine s ta rlik e  above it, m akes the  
m y th  a h igh ly  com plex one. To im agine th a t  a  babe b o rn  of poor 
p a ren ts  and is  a hum an , th e  son of God, and  som ehow  is  “God,” 
com plexes th e  m a tte r  ev en  fu rth e r .

A no ther aspect of the  “sim ple” C hristm as sto ry  clouds th e  issue 
even  fu r th e r . The m an  of th is  controversy , Jesus  him self, never 
w ro te  any th ing— eith e r fo r o r against a claim  to divin ity . Says 
C ran e  B rin ton  in  h is book Ideias and Men:

. .. did the historical Jesus claim  to  be the Son of God, a GodI 
him self? Christian theologians . . . had grave difficulties in the 
form ative years of the Church in solving satisfactorily what 
came to be know n as problems of Christology. In the three 
Synoptic Gospels, as they are called, the narrative accounts of 
Matthew, Mark, and Luke, and of course in  the much more^ 
m etaphysical account of the Fourth Gospel, that of John, Jesusi 
is  reported as using many phrases that cry out for theological 
explanation— “Kingdom of God,” “Son of man,” “my Father,” 
“Son of God. .
T here  a re  those w ho adm it th a t C hristm as is based upon a m y th  

b u t  w ho declare  th a t th e  essential idea of C hristm as is va lid— th a t of 
“Peace on earth , good w ill to w ard ’s m en .” T his is th e  idea tow ard  
w h ich  o u r idealists claim  th e  w o rld ’s popula tion  should  strive . We 
ag ree  on  th is  fac t b u t so rrow fu lly  adm it another. As long as m en  
ex is t upon  th e  earth , th e re  w ill alw ays be a  conflict in  ideas, con
cepts, a n d  o th e r things.

This, then , m akes th e  idea of “Peace on E arth , good w ill to 
w ard s  m en” one w hich  is an  una tta in ab le  U topian goal. C onsider
ing  th a t C hristm as is a m y th  based  upon a m yth , an d  th a t th e  basiq 
idea of C hristm as is w holly  u n a tta in ab le  ,we give you o u r philoso
ph y  of C hristm as. C harles D ickens sum m ed it up nicely  in  h is “A 
^Christmas C aro l”-—“Christm as? Bah, H um bug!”

Participate For Real "Peace 
On Earth”

O f a ll th e  “good tid ings” being throwm around  a t this tim e of 
the  year, w e find  only one of significance and w o rth  pondering
 “Peace on  Earth-G ood w ill tow ard  m en.”

Ju s t w hat does th is tid ing im ply? C erta in ly  no t th a t th e re  is  
peace on E arth  a n d /o r  a k ind ly  feeling betw een  m em bers of th e  h u 
m an  race. I t  em phatica lly  im plies th a t th e re  should be peace on 
E a r th  and  benevolence be tw een  m em bers of the  hum an  race.

P erh ap s th e  te rm  is used a t th is  tim e of the  y ear because it  was 
s ta r te d  in the  tim e of Jesus C hrist w hen  th e re  w ere  m any oppressed 
groups of people w ho had  been  de-hum anized by  the  w ealth ie r 
g roups of people and  since his b ir th  is now being celebrated . F or 
sham e th a t  w e have to w ait u n til the  tim e  of th e  y ea r th a t people 
a re  observing the  b ir th  of th is  m an Jesus to use th e  term ; it should 
be preached  th roughou t the  year.

Jesus d idn’t  w ait u n til h is b irth d ay  to s ta r t using th e  term , he 
p reached  it  year-round : in fac t w e doubt if Jesus had  tim e to ce le 
b ra te  his ow n b irth d ay — he w as too busy engaged in  the  w o rk  of 
teach ing  people how  to live according to the w ay his fa th e r had 
proposed.

Today the  NAACP h as  adopted th is tid ing  as th e ir  official 
C hristm as message. Since Jesus w as successful in using th e  te rm  
m aybe th e  N A A CP w ill be also. How? W ith your help  of course; 
w h en  you go hom e fo r th e  holidays instead  of partic ipa ting  w ild ly  in 
C hristm as festiv ities tak e  p a r t  in picketting , boycotting, and p ro tes 
tin g  th e  in justices to N egroes in  your com m unity. O nly w hen  w e 
stop  partic ipa ting  in  the com m ercialization of C hristm as and  o th e r 
ho lidays and  s ta r t  actively  partic ipa ting  in m ovem ents to  ra ise  the 
N egro from  his p resen t social sta tus w ill th e re  be “Peace on E arth —  
Good w ill tow ard  m en .”

— HAROLD FOSTER

L E T T E R S
Praises NCC

D ear Editor,
This is a belated  th an k  you 

note  fo r m ak ing  i t  possible and 
[profitable fo r  m e to  address 
your students on th e  occasion of 
your “E ducation  W eek O bser
vance” on the  subject of “E duca
tion  in  Russia Today.”

I w ish  you to know  th a t Dr. 
Taylor, Dr. H ughley, Mr. S im p
son, and  Dr. C harles E. K ing, th e  
H ead of your N ursing  School, 
and the  D irector of th e  guest 
house m ade m y visit a v e ry  
p leasan t one.

I should  also like you to know  
th a t I w as deeply  im pressed by  
th e  decorum , courtesy, and  
genuine in te res t show n b y  your 
students, w hich  speaks m uch for 
th e  academ ic atm osphere of 
your college. P lease convey th is 
appraisal to your s tu d en ts  and 
facu lty . I reg re t only  th a t I could 
n o t convey to them  o th e r as
pects of life in  th a t country. 

H a rry  W. R oberts 
H ead of D epartm en t of 
Sociology
V irg in ia  S ta te  College

Time To Act
D ear E ditor,

I w as looking th ro u g h  some 
masterial concern ing  N o rth  
C aro lina College and  cam e 
across a v e ry  in te restin g  book
le t en titled  “C areers.” O n the 
f irs t  page of th is booklet is a 
le tte r  w ritte n  by  N o rth  C arolina 
C ollege’s beloved P residen t, Dr. 
A. E lder. In  th is  le tte r  Dr. E lder 
states:

“T h e  College is equa lly  w ell 
noted fo r the  fr ien d ly  and  co
operative sp irit w hich exists on 
the  cam pus and  fo r th e  p rogram  
w hich ,is designed especially  fo r 
educating the  “w hole m an ” fo r 
the  im p o rtan t and  responsible 
tasks  of m eaning  fo r living in  
today’s com plex w orld .”

I w ould  like  to ask  th e  P re s i
d en t o r anyone else in  the  ad-
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m inistra tion , “w h ere  is th a t  
frien d ly  and  cooperative sp irit 
th a t is supposed to ex ist on th is  
cam pus?” M y understanding- of 
the  w ord  cooperative is w o rk 
ing  jo in tly  to ob tain  th e  sam e 
end. In  th is  case, th e  adm inis
tra tio n  w ould  be w ork ing  toge
th e r  to ob ta in  th a t p rogram  fo r  
th e  education  of th e  “w hole 
m an .”

W hy m ust w e be m ade to sit 
every  M onday m orning  and h ear 
som eone te ll us how  to m ake 
baskets? M ost of these forum  
program s am ount to ju s t that. 
W hy can’t w e have a say  about 
w ho w ould  be best su ited  for 
us? M ust Dr. John  and  Dr. T ay 
lo r have all the  say so?

Som ething is w rong. W e are  
reach ing  th a t p rogram  level, as 
fa r  as academ ics a re  concerned, 
a t a slow  ra te , b u t a t a m uch 
fa s te r  ra te  th a n  th a t of social

Q U IZ  T IM E

TEST Y O U R  K NOWLEDGE
QUIZ

1. The doctrine  th a t  the  w orld  
tends to becom e b e tte r  and 
th a t m an has th e  pow er of 
aid ing its b e tte rm en t is (a) 
anarchy, (b) m eliorism , 
(c) pessimism. '

2. T he fam ous p a i n t i n g
“M ona L isa” w as done by

(a) L eonardo da Vinci, (b) 
R em brandt, (c) el Greco.

3. In the  Iliad  the character 
w hose death  m otivates 
A chilles to re tu rn  to b a ttle  
w as (a) Agam em non, (b) 
Creon, (c) Patroclus.

4. The w ell know n m usical 
w ork  The M essiah w as
composed by (a) G eorge 
F rederick  H andel, (b)
Jo h an n  Sebastian  Bach, (c) 
W olfgang A m adeus M o
zart.

5. The quota tion  “Whoso 
loveth  instruction  loveth  
know ledge: but' he th a t
h a te th  reproof is b ru tish ” 
is from  (a) Shakespeare,
(b) The Bible, (c) The 
K oran.

6. In  household a r ts  Chipen- 
dale is (a) a food, (b) a 
type of fabric, (c) a type of 
fu rn itu re .

7. In  logic, reasoning from  a 
know n princip le  to an u n 
know n, from  the  general 
to the specific, or from  a 
prem ise to a logical con- 
cliision is know n ks (a) d e 
duction, (b) induction, (c)

reduction.
8, Since the  beginning  of the  

space age, w ith  th e  launch 
ing  of its f irs t  S p u tn ik  on 
O ctober 4, 1957, the  U nited  
S ta tes has launched  55 
S ate llites into e a r th  o rb it 
as against a to ta l by  Russia 
of (a) 70, (b) 13, (c) 45.

9. In  form ing  th e  possessive 
of b ro ther-in -law , one 
should w rite  (a) b ro th er- 
in -law ’s, (b) b ro th e r’s-in- 
law , (c) bro ther-in-law s.

10. F oo tball is a gam e traced  
back to ancien t ■ Rome, b u t 
i t  took defin ite  form  in  th e  
lOOO’s in (a) Russia, (b) 
N orw ay, (c) England.

QUIZ ANSWERS

1. (b) M eliorism.
2. (a) Leonardo da Vinci.
3. (c) Patroclus.
4. (a) G eore F red erick  Han^

del.
5. (b) The Bible (P roverbs:

12:1)
6. (c) A type  of fu rn itu re .
7. (a) D eduction.
8. (b) 13. (New Y ork Times,

Nov. 12, 1961, E7)
9. (a) B ro ther-in -law ’s.

10. (c) England.

Sources of inform ation: W eb
s te r’s New Collegiate D iction
ary . The Iliad , by H om er; The 
B ible, and The Basic Everyday 
Encyclopedia.

program .
H ow ever, a ll th e  fa u lt  does 

n o t lie  w ith  th e  adm inistra tion . 
P a r t  of th is  lag  is due to th e  
com placency of m an y  of th e  s tu 
dents. The S tu d en t Congress has 
n o t lived  u p  to  its  purpose fo r  
th e  past th re e  years. M r. L y n 
w ood W alker can’t  accom plish 
any th ing  w ith o u t th e  help  of th e  
students. The S tu d en t Congress 
is as good as w o m ake  it. We 
have channels to  see th a t action  
is  taken . L et us see w hy  w e 
nev er receive rep o rts  from  o u r 
Congress. L ike, w h a t m a jo r b ill 
have th ey  tried  to  pass fo r th e  
s tu d en t’s sake?

We m ust be h ea rd  and  w e can, 
w ith  the  to ta l cooperation  of th e  
s tu d en t body. L e t’s get to 
ge ther an d  do som ething con 
stru c tiv e  instead  of p lacing  our 
fa ith  in  iso lated  ta lk .

G erald  G allow ay

Weathers Suggests 
Christmas Gifts

By V irg in ia  W eathers

W hat w ill it be  to cheer you 
best beau  th is  Christm as?

F or th e  w om en’s g ift lis t th e re  
a re  blouses and sw eaters of the  
lim estone g reen  and crysta l 
w h ite  colors. T hey  come in  
several sty les and  range  in 
prices from  $4.95 to $10.95.

Gloves a re  alw ays nice to r e 
ceive. One can fin d  lea ther, 
kn itted , and cotton ones, from  
prices $1.95 to $5.00.

The popu lar k n itted  hats  
m ake  nice gifts fo r  th e  lady. 
They range  in price  from  $1.50 
to $2.75.

Sports sh irts  and  sw eaters are  
alw ays en joyable  gifts to m en. 
These item s m ay be found  in 
m any  styles and colors. P rices 
s ta rt a t $7.95 and  ru n  to  $14.95.

L ea th e r gloves w ith  fuzzy 
lin ing a re  q u ite  popu la r w ith  
th e  m ale  sex. The prices— $3.50 
to $7.75.

Lyceum Series
F eb ru a ry  15, 1962 

R obert M urill 
M etropolitan  O pera Tenor

M arch 7, 1962
“M idsum m er N ight’s D ream ” 

P layers, Incorpora ted

A pril 12, 1962 
M artina  A rrays 

Soprano


