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THE NEGRO “AMERICAN” AND CIVIL RIGHTS
Editor’s Note: This article is a reprint from the July  2, 1963 

SEMPER FLOREAT, the student newspaper of the University of 
Queensland Union, Brisbane, Australia.

A m erican Colonies declared th e ir  independence and cast off 
the  economic and political yoke of G reat B ritain . T heir desires 
and  theory  of governm ent w ere incorporated  in  the now fam ous 
D eclaration of Independence w hich has since become the  Bible 
of A m erican Political Philosophy. D erived in p a r t from  Jolm  
Locke’s theory  of the  con trac tual origin of civil society, the D ecla­
ra tion  of Independence em bodied w hat was considered the na tu ra l 
righ ts of m an, and the arch itects of A m erican Democracy held  
these tru th s  to be self-evident: “T hat all m en a re  created  equal; 
th a t  they  a re  endow ed by th e ir  c rea to r w ith  inheren t and  unalien ­
able righ ts; th a t  am ong these a re  life, liberty  and the pursu it of 
happiness; th a t  to  secure these rights, governm ents a re  institu ted  
among m en, deriv ing  th e ir  ju s t pow ers from  the consent of the  
governed.”

In  view  of these noble and  
sacred principles, it w ould ap ­
pear th a t th e  “Negro Q uestion” 
should never have arisen  in  the 
U nited States. How ever, th is is, 
unfortunate ly , no t the  case. 
The un rest and desire fo r “the 
righ ts of m an” am ongst the  
A m erican N egroes is b u t a con­
tinuation  of th e  struggle of m en 
th roughout m odern history  to 
gain lib e rty  and personal re ­
spect.

The an ti-in teg ra tion  factions 
in  the  U nited S tates have no 
m oral, religious, social o r eco­
nomic grounds on w hich to  stand 
in  th e ir  absolute denial of the 
righ t of the Negro to the a tta in ­
m ent of life, liberty  and happ i­
ness. F or a m an  or a group of 
m en to assert th e ir  belief in the 
teachings of C hristian  religion 
and, a t  the  same tim e, condone 
the suppression of a race is the  
ultim ate  in  hypocrisy. S u c h  
C hristian belief as “Love th y  
N eighbor” and  “Do unto others 
as you w ould have them  do unto 
you” and  th e  contents of th e  
D eclaration of Independence 
were not form ulated  for any 
race, be it w hite, black, yellow, 
or r ^ .

They apply to a m an iden ti­
fied w ith  Ivimself, and not w ith  
the color of Jiis skin. The g rea t­
est condem nation of the  actions 
of the  segregationists can be 
expressed on m oral and religious 
issues since in the U nited  S tates 
a w hite  m an  is deem ed b e tte r

th an  a Negro sim ply because he 
is w hite. It begins and  ends a t 
th is point. The re la tive  stand ­
ards of education, personal 
m orals, and individual charact­
e r  p lay  no p a r t  in determ ining 
w h eth er a m an be denied or 
given the righ ts to w hich he is 
en titled  under a dem ocratic sys­
tem  of governm ent.

I t  stands to the  lasting sham e 
of the U nited S tates th a t its 
a rm ed forces in W orld W ar II 
contained m any Negroes. Did 
they  fight fo r th e  conditions 
un der w hich they  a re  now  u n ­
justly  forced to live, or d id  they  
en te r the  conflict to pro tect 
th e ir  nation? In  view  of this, 
w here  is the  justification  fo r 
the ir p resen t existence.

The religious aspect of the 
condem nation can best be u n ­
derstood by  a consideration of 
a fam ous pain ting  in  w hich 
Christ is depicted blessing 
children  of a ll races. The point 
here  is painfu lly  clear.

A t th e  p resen t m om ent the 
question w hich concerns the 
G overnm ent is w h at w ill devel­
op if the presen t state of affa irs 
continues. A m erica has a lready  
lost a good deal of face over­
seas; th is  is not surprising since, 
by  h e r  own exam ple, she has 
show n the dem ocratic system so 
openly abused.

Rancor, violence, d isunity  and 
national sham e can only ham ­
per A m erica’s national s tand ­
ing and security. To paraphrase

the w ords of Lincoln: “In  giving 
freedom  to -the Negro w e assure 
freedom  to the  free  honourable 
a like in  w hat w e give and  w hat 
w e preserve.”

On Ju n e  19, P residen t K en ­
nedy in troduced  the “ CIVIL 
RIGHTS ACT OF 1963” to the 
Congress of the U nited States. 
Perhaps the m ost im portan t p a rt 
of this b ill occurs in th e  p re ­
am ble, w here i t  is Stated th a t: 
“D iscrim ination by reason of 
race, color, religion, or national 
origin is incom patible w ith  th e  
concepts of liberty  and  equality  
to  w hich th e  governm ent of the 
U nited S tates is dedicated. In  
recen t years substan tia l steps 
have  been tak en  tow ard  elim i­
nating  s u c h  d iscrim ination 
th roughou t the nation. N ever-

th e  less, m any citizens of the  
U nited States, solely because of 
th e ir  race, color, or national 
origin, are  denied righ ts  and 
priv ileges accorded to  o t h e r  
citizens and thereby  subjected 
to inconveniences, hum iliations, 
and hardships. Such discrim ina­
tion  im pairs the  general w elfare 
of the  U nited S tates by p rev en t­
ing th e  fu llest developm ent of 
th e  capabilities of the whole c iti­
zenry and  my lim iting partic ipa ­
tion  in  th e  economic, political, 
and cu ltu ra l life of the  nation.

“The N egro’s drive fo r ju s ­
tice, how ever, has no t stood 
still— nor w ill it, it  is now 
clear, un til fu ll equality  is 
achieved. The grow ing and u n ­
derstandable  dissatisfaction of 
Negro citzens w ith  the  presen t 
pace of desegregation, and th e ir  
increased determ ination  to  se­
cure  for them selves the  equal­
ity  of opportun ity  and  tre a t ­
m en t to w hich they  a re  r ig h t­
fu lly  entitled , have underscored 
w h at should a lready  have been  
clear: th e  necessity of the Con­
gress enacting th is  year— b u t 
also additional legislation p ro ­
viding legal rem edies for the

denial of certa in  individual 
righ ts.”

The U nited  S tates governm ent 
has tak en  action through the 
courts and by o ther m eans to 
pro tect those who are  peace­
fu lly  dem onstration to ob tain  
access to these public facilities; 
and it has tak en  action to bring 
an end to discrim ination in rail, 
bus and  a irline  term inals, to  
open up  res tau ran ts  and o ther 
public facilities in all buildings 
leased as w ell as owned by the 
F ederal governm ent, and  to as­
sure fu ll equality  of access to 
all federa lly  ow ned parks, fo r­
ests and o ther recreational areas. 
W hen uncontrolled  m ob action 
d irectly  th rea ten ed  the  nondis- 
crim inatory  use of tran sp o rta ­
tion facilities in  May, 1961, F ed ­

era l M arshals w ere em ployed to 
restore  order and p reven t po ten ­
tia lly  w idespread personal and  
p ro p erty  damage. G row ing n a ­
tionw ide concern w ith  th is p rob ­
lem, how ever, m akes it c lear 
th a t fu r th e r  F ederal action is 
needed now  to  secure th e  rig h t 
of all citizens to the  fu ll en joy ­
m ent of all facilities w hich are  
open to  the  general public.

Such legislation is c learly  con­
sisten t w ith  the  U.S. C onstitu ­
tion and w ith  th e  concepts of 
both hum an righ ts  and p ro p erty  
rights.

D iscrim ination in  education 
is one basic cause of the  o ther 
inequalities and hardships in ­
flicted upon the  Negro citizens. 
The lack of equal educational 
opportun itiy  deprives the ind i­
v idual of economic opportunity , 
restric ts  h is contribution as a 
citizen and com m unity leader, 
encourages h im  to drop  out of 
school and imposes a heavy b u r ­
den  on th e  effo rt to e lim inate 
d iscrim inatory  practices a n d  
prejudices from  A m erican n a ­
tional life.

U nem ploym ent fa lls w ith  spe­
cial cruelty  on m inority  groups.

The unem ploym ent ra te  of N e­
gro w orkers is m ore th an  tw ice 
as high as th a t of th e  w ork ing  
force as a whole. In  m any  of 
A m erica’s cities, bo th  n o rth  and  
south, the  num ber of jobless 
Negro youth— creates an  a tm os­
phere  of frustra tion , resen tm ent 
and u n rest w hich does no t bode 
w ell fo r the  fu tu re . D elinquen­
cy, vandalism , gang w arfa re  
and crim e are  all d irectly  re la t ­
ed to unem ploym ent am ong 
w hites and Negroes a like— and 
recent labor difficulties in  P h ila ­
delphia m ay w ell be only the  
beginning if m ore jobs a re  not 
found in  the la rg er n o rth e rn  
cities in particu lar.

Em ploym ent opportunities, 
m oreover, p lay  a m ajor ro le  in  
determ ining w hether th e  righ ts  
described above a re  m eaning ­
ful. T here is little  value in  a 
N egro’s obtaining the  rig h t to 
be adm itted  to hotels and  res­
tau ran ts  if  he has no cash in  his 
pocket and no job.

The N egro desires fo r equal 
righ ts have been, adm irably  
sta ted  by  author, Jam es B ald ­
w in, a Negro, the  essence of his 
argum ent being: “A t th e  root of 
th e  Negro problem  is th e  neces­
s ity  of the  w hite  m an  to find  a 
w ay of liv ing  w ith  the  Negro in  
o rder to live w ith  him self.”

A m erican H istory, as B ald ­
w in sees it, is an unending  sto ry  
of m an’s inhum anity  to  m an, of 
the  w h ite ’s refusal to see the  
b lack  sim ply as ano ther hum an  
being, of the  delusions and  the  
N egro’s dem oralization.

These serious contradictions 
in  the practice of D em ocracy in  
A m erica m ust be rem oved im ­
m ediately, it is to be  hoped and  
prayed  for th a t the  Civil R ights 
B ill w ill becom e A m erican  Law .
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of the  m ost congenial s tuden t 
bodies in  its h istory . We need 
th is un ity  and  togetherness. L e t’s 
keep  w earing  those smiles and  
being in a jov ial mood!

R obert L. P a rk e r

JOIN THE NAACP - TODAY
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