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Highlights On Poverty Proiect Presented
By E velyn M arie F aucette  

The N o rth  C arolina V olun
tee rs  a re  an  exj>eriment in  th e  
m obilization of college studen ts  
fo r  service in  com m unity  agen
cies in  those areas w h ere  th e  
N o rth  C aro lina F u n d  is con
ducting  com prehensive p  r  o- 
g ram s in  colmmunity develop
m ent. O rig inated  as p a r t  o£ th e  
N o rth  C arolina Fund, th e  vo lun 
te e r  p ro g ram  w as in itia ted  to

L e tte rs
(C ontinued from  P age 2) 

d en t am ong us has found  th e  
solu tion  th a t  w ill erase  th is 
p rob lem  com pletely.

Sincerely,
D aphne D iane Page

By Phyllis A. Harris
E ditor, the  Echo:

N eith er ra in , sleet, n o r snow  
w ill d e te r  th e  U nited  S ta tes’ 
m ailm en from  th e  com pletion of 
th e ir  appo in ted  rounds, b u t a l
m ost an y th ing  w ill keep  a le tte r  
from  p rom p tly  reach ing  a s tu 
d en t th ro u g h  N o rth  C arolina 
College’s post office. T he se r
vice is slow, ineffic ien t and  d is
courteous.

S tuden ts w ho have m ailboxes 
in  the  post office som etim es re 
ceive m ail postm arked  t w o  to  
th ree  w eeks p rio r  to  th e  da te  re 
ceived. Som etim es le tte rs  w ith  
re tu rn  addresses n ev er a rr iv e  a t 
th e ir  destina tion  and  a re  n ev er 
re tu rn e d  to  th e ir  senders e ither. 
W hen a  le tte r  is p laced in  a 
box, it  is u sua lly  fo r  alm ost an y 
one except th e  o w n e r  of the  
box. S tuden ts w ho have m a il
boxes w ith  com binations a re  b e 
ing im posed upon b y  th e  fo rm er 
occupants of th e  boxes w ho s till 
rem em ber th e  com binations to  
th e  locks and  are  re ta in in g  th e  
use of them . A s if th is  isn ’t  b ad  
enough, qu ite  freq u en tly  a s tu 
d en t m ust ask  a t the  w indow  fo r 
a le tte r  w hich  bears  h is n am e 
and  box  n tunber b u t w as called  
a t m a il ca ll in stead  of b e i n g  
p laced in  hi* box.

L ittle  o r no courtesy  o r con
sidera tion  is g iven to  a s tu d en t 
w hen  he  approaches th e  w in 
dow. W hen th e re  a re  tw o  people 
on d u ty  in  th e  post office, bo th  
of them  a re  u sua lly  a t th e  sam e 
w indow , regard less of th e  n u m 
b e r of s tu d en ts  w ho aw ait se r
vice a t  th e  o ther w indow .

W e adm it th a t w ith  th e  large  
am ount of m ail hand led  b y  o u r 
post office and  its  sm all staff, 
perfec tion  canno t be expected. 
B ut, can’t  w e come closer to  it  
th a n  w e are?
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w o rk  ac tively  ra th e r  th a n  pas
sively  in  N o rth  C aro lina’s im 
poverished areas. D irec to rs of 
th e  N orth  C aro lina V olunteers 
purposely  chose college studen ts 
ra th e r  th a n  professionals b e 
cause of th e ir  usefu l idealism .

E a rly  last spring  a rec ru itin g  
p rogram  w as begun th ro u g h o u t 
th e  s ta te  to  choose th e  100 col
lege stu d en ts  w ho w ould  w o rk  
fo r  th e  sum m er. I  w as v e r y  
honored  and  deligh ted  to  be  
chosen as one of th e  f in a l 100 
ou t of 750 applicants.

M y sum m er’s w o rk  began  on 
Ju n e  14, w hen  a ll vo lun teers re 
po rted  to  D uke U n iversity  fo r 
a  b rief, b u t in form ative, t ra in 
ing  session. L ectu res w ere  given 
by  professionals rep resen tin g  
various agencies such as w el
fare , h ea lth , recrea tion , and  edu 
cation. D uring  th e  tra in in g  ses
sion a ll 100 v o lun teers w e r e  
d iv ided  in to  te n  team s w hich  
w ould  w o rk  in  te n  counties in  
various sections of N orth  C aro
lina  w hich  had  been  designated  
as im poverished.

I w orked  in  C raven  C ounty 
w hich  is in  th e  E aste rn  p a r t 
of th e  state. M y team , of w hich  
I w as th e  only  N egro m em ber, 
included  seven girls, tw o boys, 
and  tw o supervisors. I  lived  in  
a b eau tifu l sum m er hom e on th e

N euse R iver te n  m iles outside 
of N ew  B ern, N orth  C arolina. 
The m em bers of th e  team  
w orked  in  public  health , re 
creation , w elfare , and  pre.-school 
areas. I w o rk ed  in  a pre-school 
read iness program . This p re 
school p rog ram  w as opera ted  by  
th e  S ta te  B oard  of Pub lic  In 
struc tion  fo r  six  w eeks on  an  
exp erim en ta l basis. T w enty-four 
ch ild ren  fro m  cu ltu ra lly  and  
econom ically  deprived  hom es 
w ere  chosen to  partic ip a te  in  
th is  p rogram . T hey w ere  tau g h t 
safety , m anners, th e  ab ility  to  
d iscrim inate , th e  m an ipu la tion  
of objects, how  to  fo llow  d irec 
tions, an d  sim ple songs and  
ry thm s. I also took  th e  ch ild ren  
on tr ip s  to  p laces such as th e  
postoffice, g rocery  store, f ire  
s ta tion , and  to  o th e r p laces 
w hich  th ey  h ad  never seen. A ll 
of these  ac tiv ities  w ere  ca rried  
ou t in  an  a ttem p t to  b rin g  each  
child  cu ltu ra lly  up  to  a  com m on 
level fo r th e  f irs t g rade  in  
Septem ber.

A t m idsum m er, a ll vo lun teers 
re tu rn e d  to  D uke U niversity  fo r 
a  m idsum m er evaluation  session. 
D uring th is  period  vo lun teers in  
the  a reas of recrea tion , w elfare , 
h ea lth , etc. got to g e th er to  e x 
change ideas and  experierices.
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