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Complex Pattern Of Daily Life Development Of Habits Is Finest Test Of A College
llshers In A New Type Of College

E dito r’s Note— Dr. W illiam  H. 
B row n received his Ph.D . from  
Ohio S tate  U niversity . He is c u r 
ren tly  serv ing  as a m em ber of 
th e  In te rim  Com m ittee.

This is a  tim e of question for 
bo th  A m erica’s old citizens and  
young citizens. S harp  changes 
in  public policy, in  th e  economic 
life of th e  nation, and  in  th e  n a 
tional goals of our society gen 
e ra lly  have lite ra lly  forced col
leges to becom e som ething q u ite  
d iffe ren t from  w hat th ey  w ere  
in  the  past. W hile th e  transition  
is n o t y e t com plete, one can be 
reasonably  certa in  th a t the  p u r 
pose and  p a tte rn  of the  em erg 
ing college w ill be  excitingly  
new . T ransitions of all sorts can 
be confusing to m any and  u tte r 
ly  fru s tra tin g  to some, therefo re , 
a look a t  w h a t colleges a re  be 
coming is in  order.

Once a p lace w here  a re la tiv e 
ly  sm all n um ber of students 
With som e affluence w en t in 
search  of know ledge and  a social 
ga tew ay  of o p p ortun ity  th rough- 
status, th e  college is  becom 
ing  a gatew ay of opportun ity  
th ro u g h  w hich  a m u ltitu d e  of 
r ich  and  poor students pass in 
search  bo th  fo r know ledge and  
of w ays of using know ledge. 
This new  com bination  of know 
ing and using is packed  w ith  
p ow er fo r im m ediate  and  fu 
tu re  use. In  th is  sense, college 
is  becom ing a p lace w h ere  peo 
p le  can, w ith  serious app lica 
tion, gain  th e  pow er to  defend 
them selves against exploitations, 
to free  them selves and others 
from  d ru d g ery  and  economic in 
security , to achieve in  a com 
petitive society, to  w in, m anage, 
o r control th e  m inds of m en, to 
a ttra c t a m ate, and to accom 
plish a w ide varie ty  of purposes. 
One m ust choose w isely h is p u r 
poses for going to college, if  he 
is to  avoid disappointm ent and 
frustration .

College is becom ing a place 
w here success is de term ined  by 
w h a t one is able to  do as w ell 
o r  b e tte r th an  th e  o th e r fellow  
in  a com petitive society. Col
leges a re  becom ing m ore de 
m anding, m ore im personal, an d  
m ore rigorous in  response to  
society’s dem and fo r  a  m ore  
com placent g raduate . The co l
lege teacher appreciates a n  un^ 
polished apple  as a gestu re  of 
friendship, y e t he tends to r e 
gard  only  those s tuden ts b rin g 
ing w ell-conceived ideas and  
evidences of serious study. H e 
know s th a t th e  studen t w ho ex 
pects little  of him self, w ho puts 
fo rth  little  effort, w ho is  ind if
feren t, and  w ho is absorbed in  
tr iv ia l m a tte rs  is doom ed to fa il 
a t  th e  b a r  of com petence. Those 
w hose expectations a re  h igh  
and  w hose w o rk  is system atic 
and  s teady  can  em erge in to  a 
w o rld  w h ere  rew ard s a re  h igh 
est- fo r  persons of com petence 
and  m a tu rity . To some, college 
seem s m erciless and  severe; b u t 
those w ho have looked search- 
ing ly  a t  th e  p a tte rn  of th e  new  
society  know  th a t  colleges m ust 
sim ply  be b ru ta lly  realistic . The 
d ay  of p re fe ren tia l trea tm en t, 
based  on  excuses fo r  lack  of 
ach ievem ent because of race, 
poor background, o r la te  bloom 
ing  w ill soon be  lost in  th e  d im  
past.

In  m an y  w ays, th e  c u rre n t 
college popula tion  is b e tte r  p re 
p a red  th a n  th a t  of p ast genera 
tion. T hey  can  p lay  for, and  
w in, h ig h er stakes in  political, 
social, economic, an d  education 
a l arenas. P e rh ap s  no one can  
ignore  th e  value  of th e  g ift of 
th e  p resen t genera tion  to fu tu re

generations —  m ade th rough  
courageous social action m ove
m ents. The accom plishm ents of 
you th  is a tr ib u te  to the  grow 
ing and  u n tiring  efforts of p a r 
en ts and  schools to produce a 
generation  of articu la te , s tim u 
lated, and  en terp rising  students. 
A ctually , few er and few er s tu 
dents a re  continuing to pay d ea r
ly fo r an education only to w alk  

ou t and  leave th e ir  purchase on 
the  counter. Colleges prom ise to 
be a place of g rea t excitem ent, 
social pioneering, and  opportun 
ity, as they, and th e ir  students, 
face th e  g rim  b u t challenging 
rea lities  of a new  m ulti-colored 
society. W HAT IS A C O L- 
LEGE? Each person m ust decide 
w hat it  sha ll be for himself.

College Means
(C ontinued from  Page 1)

A fte r g raduation , the  persist
ence of college-inspired m oti
vations and  orien ta tions both  
depend upon th e  ind iv idual and  
the  s itua tion  in terac ting  one 
w ith  the  o ther.

S im ple exhorta tions to m ax i
mize th e  possibilities of th e  
four college years are  insuffic 
ient. B etw een the  n a tu ra l ten d 
ency tow ard  rebellion  charac 
teristic  of the  young and  the  so
cial and  cu ltu ra l anem ia of 
m ost Negro student, the  college 
facu lty  has the  m ost d ifficu lt 
job and  th e  g rea t responsib ility  
fo r stim ulating  aw areness of 
th e  tru e  possibilities of these 
critica l years. M em bers of a 
good facu lty  have a t least 
glim psed a portion  of the  w id er 
w orld. I t  is th e ir  responsib ility  
to  be  ex trao rd in a rily  solicitous 
of th e ir  new  sojourners.

S tuden ts  likew ise have a r e 
sponsibility; th ey  m ust learn , 
w ith  th e  help  of th e ir  teachers, 
to listen, to inquire , to  tru ly  
search  for w hat a good college 
m ay  have to offer. A fte r all, 
education  a t a college is fo r 
th e  students, th e  teachers being 
essen tia lly  guides and  m entors. 
If a s tu d en t does no th ing  a t col
lege, college can do no th ing  fo r 
him .

A good college fu lly  ac tivates 
th e  im plied reciprocity  betw een  
the  teachers and  th e  taught, 
hopefu lly  to  the  m u tu a l sa tis 
faction of both. The w ord  col
lege em braces bo th  facu lty  and  
students; hence all a re  p a r 
tic ipan ts in  a com m on e n te r 
prise— th a t of learning. The 
students, how ever, have the  
g rea te r s take in  the  outcom e of 
the  endeavor, fo r  th e irs  a re  the  
lives w hich  a re  being  m olded.

E dito r’s N ote —  D r. Joseph  
P ittm an , a  m em ber of the  facu l
ty  since 1947, is the  D ean of the  
U ndergraduate  School. Dr. P it t 
m a n  has done post-doctoral 
w ork  a t  R utgers U niversity  and  
Iow a S tate  U niversity.

I th in k  a good college is a 
place w here one goes n o t so 
m uch for acquiring  know ledge 
as for the  developm ent of habits. 
A college is no t a disp>ensary of 
know ledge to be com pared w ith  
stores for the  sale of intoxicating 
liquors, i. e., a place w here the 
custom er en ters and  obtains the  
b rand  and  am ount of know ledge 
to suit h is taste. M oreover, good 
colleges a re  not engaged in  a

process of storing know ledge 
in  the  m inds of lea rners  in  a 
m an n er sim ilar to the  p rog ram 
m er storing  know ledge in  the 
m em ory cham ber of a com puter. 
I t  is tru e  th a t th e  behav io r of 
m any students gives us as teach 
ers  the  im pression th a t  they  
regard  th e  educational process 
as including 1) the  acquisition 
of tid -b its of know ledge, 2) th e
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inherited  from  one generation  
to the  next, b u t th ey  a re  a p a r t 
of the  heritage of the  everlast-

regu rg ita tion  of th a t know ledge 
on cue, and  3) no th ing  m ore. 
B ut even these students, le t us 
hope, develop w ithou t conscious 
e ffo rt on th e ir  p a r t som e of the  
habits characteristic  of educa t
ed m en and  wom en.

P erhaps the  m ost im portan t 
hab it w hich  a good college aids 
th e  lea rn e r in developing is th e  
“h ab it of a tten tion .” O n l y  
th rough  practice  and experience 
in  diverse situations can one 
lea rn  to c lear his m ind  a t  a 
m om ent’s notice of d istracting  
influences; to devote his in te l
lec tual pow ers alm ost com plete
ly  to the  elem ents of a discus
sion, a problem  or a m usical

presenation; to  close the  door, 
so to speak, to th e  num erous 
m a tte rs  m ilita ting  fo r a cen tra l 
p lace in  his thoughts; o r to r i 
ve t his a tten tion  to  a single 
problem  fo r a period  of tim e 
necessary fo r significant p ro 
gress, how ever long th a t pe 
riod  m ay be. A good college is 
a place w here  th e  developm ent 
of th e  “h ab it of a tten tion” on

ing h isto ry  th a t w as once lived! 
and  f ina lly  recorded  by  th e  
people of the  agency of dem o
cracy th a t is dedicated  to  the  
task  of tra in in g  th e  h ighest 
facu lties of th e  in te llec t of m an 
kind.

This is a college.

I wish some one would  
give a course in how to  
live. It can’t be taught 
in the colleges: that’s 
perfectly obvious, for  
c o l le g e  p r o f e s s o r s  
don’t know any better 
than the rest of us.

— A . E d w a r d  N e w t o n

th e  p a r t  of students is unavo id 
able. Those w ho develop th is  
h ab it to a satisfactory  degree 
survive; those w ho do n o t a re  
expelled  fo r  poor scholarship.

I subm it th a t one w ould  have 
considerable d ifficu lty  defend 
ing a h ie ra rch y  of hab its  ch a r 
acteristic  of educated m en and  
wom en. H ow ever, w ith  th e  te 
m erity  of a successful college 
teacher w ho accepted a dean- 
sh ip  in these perilous tim es, I  
place second in im portance th e  
“h ab it of m aking  effective use  
of language.” In  m y opinion, e f
fective use of language and  re a 
soning ab ility  a re  inex tricab ly  
connected. The sta tem ent th a t a  
good college facilita tes th e  de 
velopm ent of ab ility  to  reason  
on th e  p a r t  of students subsum es 
th e  “h ab it of m aking  effective 
use of language.”

To fu r th e r  ind ica te  m y w ill
ingness to live dangerously, I  
place th ird  in  im portance th e  
“hab it of subm itting  to  re fu ta 

tion .” I t  is alw ays a  p leasure  
fo r m e to observe a person v e ry  
qu ick ly  assum e a new  in te llec 
tu a l position, g rasp  ano ther p e r 

son’s thoughts, ind icate  assent 
o r dissent w ith  soundly con
ceived reservations. A n educated  
person  depends upon th e  reason 
ableness of his ideas to  gain ac
ceptance for them . These are  ex 
am ples of in te llec tua l behav io r 
w hich  characterizes the  person  
w ho has developed th e  “h ab it of 
subm itting  to re fu ta tion .” T he 
env ironm ent of a good college 
encourages and  n u rtu re s  th e  de- 
velom ent of th is  habit.

In  a v e ry  b road  sense, life  
in  th e  com m unity  designated as 
a college should  not d iffe r  
m arked ly  from  life in  th e  la rg 
e r  com m unity. A  college is  a  
s tru c tu red  env ironm ent i n  
w hich  optim um  perm issiveness 
is no t only  allow ed b u t encour
aged. The faculty , s taff and ad 
m in istra to rs of a good college 
rea lize  th a t all studen ts  have  
problem s and  a re  sensitive to 
th e  signals given by  norm al s tu 
dents th a t th e ir  problem s a re  
tem porarily  overw helm ing them . 
B ut a good college does n o t a t 
tem p t to stand  “in  loco p a ren 
tis .” Instead, it  assists each s tu 
d en t in  developing the  “h ab it of 
w ork ing  ou t h is ow n problem s.” 
I th in k  th e  “h ab it of w ork ing  
out h is ow n problem s” is v e ry  
im p o rtan t because I believe th a t  
m an  is a ra tio n a l being and, if  
given th e  opportun ity , w ill o r 
ganize his life  in  h is ow n best 
in te re s t and  in  th e  best in te r 
est of o ther men.

If  space perm itted , I w ould  
discuss o ther im portan t hab its  
including “th e  h ab it of sub
m itting  to  censure ,” “the  h ab it 
of follow ing a w ork-study  sched
u le ,” and  “the  h ab it of w o rk 
ing  out w h a t is possible in  a  
given tim e.” I t  seem s to m e, 
how ever, th a t  I have m ade the  
po in t I  w ish  to m ake  in  th is  
essay. I  rep ea t th a t  a  good col
lege is a p lace w here  one goes 
no t so m uch fo r know ledge as 
fo r habits. Conceivably, a  s tu 
den t m ay ob ta in  a degree w ith 
ou t developing these hab its  to  
any  appreciable ex ten t. B u t  
w ith o u t developing these h ab its  
to a m ark ed  exent, a  s tu d en t 
could n ev er becom e th e  k in d  of 
ind iv idual envisioned by  those 
w ho w ro te  th e  m otto: T ru th  an d  
Service.

Every  college has its gathering  place. F or NCC it is th e  m uch 
ce lebra ted  " ra il.”

'1 rea lly  ‘dig’ Professor Higgins.

College An Agency


