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HARDY RE-EXAMINES INTERNSHIP IN WASHINGTON
By Clarence H ardy

I had  the honor and  the  good 
fo rtu n e  of being  th e  f irs t NCC 
s tuden t to be chosen by  th e  
N o rth  C arolina C enter fo r E du
cation in Politics as a Congres
sional in te rn  fo r th e  past sum 
m er. I cannot begin  to say how 
g ra te fu l I am  fo r hav ing  had 
the opportun ity  to  spend th ree  
m onths in  W ashington to ob 
serve  the  operation  of the leg 
islative b ran ch  of o u r govern 
m ent. I tru s t  th a t  I have lived  
up  to th e  expectations of those 
w ho w ere  responsible for m y 
going to W ashington. I also 
hope, th a t as a pioneer, I have 
le ft no im pression w ith  those 
w ith  w hom  I w orked  and  f re 
q uen tly  encountered, th a t w ould  
h in d er those w ho come a fte r  m e 
from  having  an  even g rea te r in 
te rn sh ip  th a n  I had. I t  w as su re 
ly  an  experience th a t  I shall 
long rem em ber.

W hat is an  in te rn  and  w h a t 
does an  in te rn  do? These ques
tion  provide th e  them e of th is  
discussion.

The te rm  “in te rn ,” for th e  
average person, brings to m ind 
a m edical s tuden t doing his u n 
derstudy . A congressional in te rn  
too, is an  understudy , bu t 
no t in th e  s tric test sense. B e
cause the  Congressional in te rn 
ship  program , as  it  is today  is 
no t v e ry  old, the te rm  is s till 
used v e ry  loosely. The te rm  in 
te rn  has no t y e t fu lly  acquired  
its po litical m eaning, o r m aybe 
I should say th a t the  public 
genera lly  is not aw are of w hat 
a Congressional in te rn  is.

Congress in 1965 passed w hat 
is com m only called the In te rn  
Act. The act provides each 
m em ber of Congress $750, in  
addition  to the  reg u la r  allow 
ance fo r s taff and  o ther e x 
penses, to h ire  a college studen t 
to w o rk  as a tem porary  m em 
b e r of th e  staff fo r ten  weeks. 
If  the  Congressm an wishes, he 
m ay divide th e  $750 and  have  
tw o  in te rns  for five w eeks fo r 
$375 each.

Before th e  In te rn  Bill, P ro 
fessional P o litical Science O r
ganizations sponsored th e  in 
ternsh ips of ce rta in  select s tu 
dent in  political science o r law. 
These students w ere  assigned to 
offices of bo th  m em bers of th e  
Senate. The A m erican Political 
Science Association (A PSA ) 
w as no ted  fo r its ou tstanding  
C ongressional Fellows.

A  n um ber of states have Cen
te rs  for E ducation in  Politics 
(C EP). Each sta te  carries ou t its  
p rog ram  som ew hat d iffe ren tly  
from  the  others. F rom  w h a t I 
g a th e r by  m eeting  and  ta lk ing  
w ith  o ther studen ts w ho w ere  
in  W ashington on CEP type  p ro 
gram s, N o rth  C arolina has the 
best p rogram , in  te rm s of o r 
ganization, p lanning, and  m an 
agem ent. NCCEP in terns re 
ceive $759 stipend fo r 10 w eeks. 
This sum m er th e re  w ere  13 of 
us, 10 of w hom  w ere  u n d e r 
g raduate  students and  3 of 
w hom  w ere  g raduate  students. 
A ll of us w ere  political science 
m ajors.

H ousing and placem ents (the 
offices w here  we w orked) w ere 
tak en  care of by the  Center. A. 
num ber of o ther in terns had 
difficulties find ing  housing. 
They cam e from  large un iversi
ties like Yale, H arvard , S tan 
ford  and the  U niversity  of Cali
forn ia  a t Berkeley, schools th a t 
can have grea t in te rn  organiza
tions w ith  ju s t a little  effort. 
These universities  have m any 
s tuden ts in W ashington for the 
sum m er, S tanford , to m y own 
know ledge, had  m ore th a t 80. 
In  spite  of the  organizational 
and m anagerial differences of 
th e  v a rio ss  organizations (or 
p rogram s), I th in k  a ll of the 
in terns had  in teresting  sum-

m in istra tive  Assistant, the  Leg
isla tive Assistant, and  the  Spe
cial A ssistant from  th e  case 
w orker, requesting  m e to  ob
ta in  types of in form ation  for 
them .

m ers and shared  m any of the  
same experiences in  te rm s of 
general exposure.

W hat does an  in te rn  do? The 
assignm ents of the  average in 
te rn  range  from  dull ro u tin e  
u tilita rian -type  jobs to ex trem e 
ly fascinating research  projects. In  addition  to th e  th ings I 
In te rn s  also get tim e off from  have  m entioned, I also got the
the  office to a tten d  com m ittee chance to w ork  w ith  a lobbying
hearings and w atch  floor de- group— the C en tra l A rizona
bates of both th e  House and th e  P ro jec t Association. This or-
Senate. The Dobb hearing, th e  ganization w as th e  m ajo r lob-
hearing  on the  civil righ ts  b ill bying group for Mr. U dall’s
and the  HUAC hearings w ere  W ater bill. 1 operated  the  Xe-
alh w ell a ttended  by  in terns, rox  copy m achine, assem bled

  lite ra tu re  and fac t sheets, and
helped w ith  la rge  m ailing  of 
public  re la tion-type m ateria l. 
W hen th e re  w ere  dem onstra 
tions o r educational sessions on 
the  C entral A rizona P ro jec t Act 
(CRBP A ct), I he lped  w ith  a r 
rangem ents. I have listed b u t a 
few  of the  specific tasks th a t  I 
perform ed, b u t before discuss
ing ano ther phase of m y ex peri
ence, I w ill m ention  m y ex peri
ence in  w ork ing  w ith  th e  D e
m ocratic  S tudy  G roup (DSG is 
composed of a m a jo rity  of the 
libera l D em ocratic Congress
m en). One of DSG’s m ajo r ob
jective is to help pass the  A d
m in is tra tion’s. program . M orris 
U dall is executive secretary  of 
the  LSG. W hen the  DSG staff 
had  large m ailings to pu t out, I

CLARENCE HARDY f ^ ^ ^ e d  w ith  them . I al^o helped
to m ake w hip calls. D uring the  

W henever I v isited  the gallery, civil righ ts  debate  on th e  floor
I saw a good num ber of o ther of the  House m any w hip  calls
in te rns  there. had to be  m ade several tim es a

The first w eek I received day. I enjoyed th is experience
general o rien ta tion  to the  office, v e ry  much.
I w as given th ree  books to  read: 
one au thored  by  M orris K. 
Udall, en titled  ‘The Job of th e  
Legislator,” a handbook fo r’ 
freshm en, congressmen, ano ther 
by N eil M cNeil en titled  “Forge 
of Dem ocracy,’ the  House of 
R epresentatives and  S im ’s 
H andbook on “How O ur Laws 
A re Made. The first tw o w ere  
very  in teresting ; th e  last one 
w as helpfu l and  inform ative.

A fte r I had finished reading 
the  th ree  books,: I w as given 
m y firs t research  project. My 
assignm ent here  was to do a 
com parative analysis w ith  s ta 
tistics on righ t-to -w ork  s ta tes 
versus non-righ t-to -w ork  sta tes 
and  to list some points th e  Con
gressm an could use in  a speech. 
W hen I had finished the  p ro 
ject, the  Congressm an okayed it 
and he w as w ell-pleased w ith  
the  job  I had  done.

L ater, along w ith  ano ther in 
te rn , I did research  and drew  
up an  outline fo r an  om nibus 
election reform  bill including 
the  A dm inistra tion’s proposals, 
a “conflict of in te res t” section, 
and  a section on m andato ry  dis
closures of personal assets and 
cam paign contributions and  ex 
penditures. The outline w as sent 
over to L eg isla tu re  Reference 
Service and  constructed  into a 
bill.

I also did a com pilation and  
sum m ary of the  Congressm an’s 
voting record  to be used in a 
new sle tte r and  fo r cam paign 
purposes. I w ro te  speeches to be 
inserted  in the-record  and  I also 
handled some of the  constituent 
mail.

H andling the m ail was rea lly  
fascinating. I had never before 
realized the w ide-range of 
problem s fo r Which constituents 
tu rn  to Congressm an for help. 
M any of th e  le tters, especially 
those re fe rring  to a specific 
piece of legislation, requ ired  r e 
search; o thers requ ired  a form  
letter.
I t was m y job to call the v a ri
ous com m ittees and find out th e  
sta tus of certa in  bills and  to 
call the G overnm ent Docum ent 
Room and  acquire  copies of 
specific bills. Notices w ere 
p laced on m y desk from  the  Ad-

Mrs. Jam es J . McLean, of Red Spring, N. C., left, proudly  exam ines 
a  program  announcing the coronation of “Miss N orth  Carolina Col
lege” w ith  h e r tw o daughters, Q ueen E lizabeth  and  C arrie, befo re  
cerem onies a t N C C
C row ned “ Miss NCC” in elaborate  cerem onies w as Queen E liza
beth, center, a  sen ior sociology m ajor, who won the honor in  cam- 
puswide election last spring  .

The re lationship  betw een  the  
In te rn  and  the  Congressm an 
varies from  office to office. It 
depends a good deal on the  p e r 
sonality  of the menxber to  a 
large ex ten t, w h e th e r o r  no t he 
enjoys hav ing  young people 
around. Good re la tions depend 
largely  too, on how  busy the 
m em ber is. A gain I w as very  
fo rtu n a te  in  m any respects. 
Mr. U dall likes young people 
and in te rns  and enjoys hav ing  
them  around .U dall had  th ree  In 
te rns (R ichard  Lyons, Soleng 
Tom, and  m yself). He supported  
the  In te rn  Bill.

M r. U dall is a  dynam ic and  
very  energetic and  busy con
gressm an. He is on the go, a t
tending m eetings, serving on 
com m ittees, m ak ing  speeches, 
in troducing and  pushing legisla
tion  and also w riting . God only 
know s how  he finds to do a ll 
the th ings he does, and so ef
fectively. A nd s till he  had  tim e 
for interns: for discussions, for 
giving them  personal assign
m ent and  okaying them  w hen 
th ey  are  done, fo r an  occasional 
m eal together, radio and  te le 
vision shows, pictures, and  for 
tak in g  in te rn s  places w ith  him  
around and  on the H ill and  on 
flights to N ew  Y ork  on his p r i 
vate  plane.

S taff m em bers a re  general 
very  friendly  to in terns. They 
very  cordially  help to m ake the  
in te rn s’ stays in teresting  and  
beneficial. They take  in terns to 
lunch, have coffee b reaks w ith  
them , and also w ork  w ith  in 
te rns on some projects.

As I look back over the sum 
m er I spent as a Congressional 
In tern , I find it quite  difficult 
to single out one m ost ou tstand 
ing event. W hat I w ill rem em 
b er most about the  past sum m er 
is just being on Capital Hill, 
the num ber of th ings I was ex 
posed to— as some things th a t  I 
had beforfe realized cam e clear 
to m e and certa in ly  the  d iffe r 
ence betw een a lecture  on how 
Congress operates and the  rea li
ty  of being there  to see i t  oper
ate. The experiences have m ade 
a lasting im pression on me.
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