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N. C. College Eagles See 'Golden Decade’ Return
By Lester Perry, Jr.

N. C. College’s high flying E a 

gles w ho has no t w on a CIAA 

tou rnam en t cham pionship since 
1950, a v isita tion  title  since 

1957, m akes p repara tions for 

its f irs t tr ip  to CIAA T ourna 

m ent since 1963 w hen  it  was 

e lim inated  in th e  f irs t round  by 
the  S partans of N orfolk State. 
The th ree-day  event, F eb rua ry

29-M arch 2, w ill be held in the 
10,000 seat G reensboro W ar M e

m oria l Coliseum and w ill fea 
tu re  the  top eight team s in  the  
CIAA.

D uring th e  days w hen  Jo h n  

“Mr. B asketball-U SA ” M cLen

don, one of the  last students of 
Jam es M. Naism ith the  inventor 
of basketball, w as a t the helm  
of the Eagles, NCC w on th e  firs t

4̂

m

Paris Lenon (44), Eagle forward, goes up for two of his*22 
points which enabled NCC to defeat Virginia State College, 68-66 
in overtime. Virginia State’s Carlton Phelps (3) and NCC’s Lewis 
Ellis (30) watch the action.

February’s Player of the Month, Ronald McCrinunon (22) 
scores! 2 of the 15 points which enabled the Eagles to defeat the de
fending Small-College Champions, Winston-Salem State, 63-51. 
Onlookers include the Eagles’ Lee Davis (34) who scored 29 points; 
Winston-Salem’s W illiam English (left), Vaughn Kimbrough and 
Donald WUliamsi (11).

CIAA tou rney  ever held  (1946) 
by defeating  th e  P an th e rs  of 
V irginia U nion in  th ree  over
tim e periods. A gain in 1947 and 
’49 th e  Eagles re tu rn ed  to  th e  
tou rney  to lose in  the  finals to 
V irginia  S ta te  (’47) and  West 
V irginia S ta te  (’49). In  1950, 
led by th e  hot shooting of H arold 
H un ter (now head coach at 
Tennessee A& I), th e  Eagles 
storm ed past W est V irginia 
S ta te  to cap tu re  th e  Eagle’s sec
ond and  last tou rnam en t cham 
pionship.

McLendon, w ho was appoin t
ed head basketball coach in 1940 
a t the  age of 24, gave the  E a 
g le’s th e ir  f irs t CIAA cham pion
ship in  1941 (no tou rnam en t 
played a t th is tim e). His philos
ophy of a tten tion  to th e  sm allest 
details of coaching, insistence 
upon perfection, conditioning, 
w holesom e respect fo r a ll op 
ponents b u t fea r  of none, dedi
cation and  devotion to the game 
and team  loyalty  has resu lted  in  
th e  second g rea test lifetim e p e r 
centage of w ins am ong coach
es in  the p ast 26 years, of 539 
gam es played over a period of 
n ineteen  years as head coach of 
college teams; he w on 445 for 
an am azing lifetim e record  of 
.826. This record can be m atched 
only by Adolph Rupp of K en 
tucky. Leaving  NCC in 1954, 
M cLendon coached Tennessee 
S ta te  A.&I. to th ree  stra igh t 
NAIA cham pionships in 1957, 
1958 and 1959. The 1960-61 sea
son saw him  become the  first N e
gro to coach a N ational Indus
tr ia l B asketball League team . His 
C leveland P ipers w on the  v isi
ta tion  cham pionship w ith  a rec 
ord of 24-10, w on the  NIBL 
cham pionship p lay  offs and the  
AAU N ational Championship. 
He coached th e  N ational AAU 
selected personnel team  on an 
eight-gam e tou r of Russia and 
one gam e in Sweden, w inning  
all n ine contests. A t the  presen t 
he  is head m en to r a t Cleveland 
State, C leveland, Ohio. I t  was 
under the  leadership  of this 
g rea t and  respected  coach th a t 
NCC enjoyed an era  know n as 
the  “Golden Decade” , w hich saw 
the Eagles w in  eight cham pion
ships in  ten  years.

The Eagles, w hich last season 
finished —  in the  18-member 
CIAA conference, th is season 
exploded into one of the  most 
surprising  and  most certa in ly  
one of the best qu in ts  Coach 
B row n has produced during  this 
decade.

Ju s t  w hat w ere the  elem ents 
w hich w ere in strum en ta l in the 
a tta in m en t of the  E agle’s w in 
n ing  season? A study  of gam e 
statistics and conferences w ith  
p layers revealed  th a t a tigh t 
stubborn  defense, a balanced 
scoring attack , and  a cohesive 
playing un it w ere  the  m ajor 
factors con tribu ting  to  the  p ros
perous season ju s t  completed.

The Eagles led th e  CIAA in 
team  defense. A ccording to  the 
la test statistics released by the  
com m issioners office a t  the  tim e 
of this w riting , the  Eagles had 
held  its opponents to 255 points 
in  19 games, for a 65.0 po in t p e r  
game average. In  th ir teen  of 
these games th e  opposing team s 
scored less th an  70 points. The 
Eagles’ best defefensive effort 
of the cam paign w as against 
M organ State. The Bears w ere  
only  able to score 40 points.

This season fo r the  f irs t tim e 
th is decade, the  Eagles boasted 
four s ta rte rs  averaging in  dou 
ble figures. All-CIAA center, 
Lee Davis led in  th is  d epartm en t 
w ith  an  average of 21.4 points 
per gam e (9th best in  CIAA)

See Golden Decade, page 8

All-CIAA center Lee Davis (middle) contends with Winston- 
Salem State’s William English (43) and Bernard Collier (35) for a 
rebound. The Eagle’s Ronald McCrimmon (22) and Paris Lenon 
(44) are shown in the background. NCC won the game, 63-51.

Above the Virginia State Trojans, the Eagle’s Joseph Pridgen  
proves that the big manhandle the ball. The Eagle’s were victor
ious in the overtime contest, 68-66.

The Eagle’s top scorers and rebounders, Joseph Pridgen (left) 
and Lee Davis (right) battle with two Virginia Union University  
players for a rebound in the second meeting of the two teams. Num
ber 32 for Union is the nation’s number three scorer, Michael Davis. 
The Eagles won the game in overtime, 55-54.


