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VIERTEL NOVEL TREATS RACE
Faculty O f Speech ViewedJoseph V ierte l has w ritte n  a 

s ta rtlin g  novel th a t  is like ly  to  

be rem em bered  fo r a v a rie ty  of 

reasons. I t is the f irs t novel in 

recen t years to p o rtray  the  N e

gro w ho a tta ins success in  the  

w hite  w orld , ye t somehow finds, 
in the end, th a t th is  is no t 

enough, fo r th e  tensions and  

frustra tions  th a t plagued him  

on th e  w ay  up  have m ere ly  in 
tensified.

M arcus G arvey  Holm es w as 
born in  a hovel in  th e  South  

and  grew  up in  a Negro ghetto 

in  a N ew  E ngland village. He 

m anaged to achieve an  appo in t

m en t to W est Point, served w ith  

d istinction  as an  officer in  the 
K orean  W ar, and  jo ined  the  

S ta te  D epartm ent w here  he 

even ta lly  ended up  as am bassa

dor to one of th e  new ly  em erg 

ing A frican nations. M eanw hile 

he has m arried  Robbi, his w hite  

high school sw eetheart, and 
seem ingly as th e  best of tw o 

worlds; bu t before  long M arcus 

begins to suspect th a t he  is re a l
ly accepted by  neither, th a t 

w hites pa tron ize  h im  because of

By ALICE F. JONES

The School of L ib ra ry  Science 

at N orth  C arolina College has 

recen tly  received a ,30-volume 

set of the  1968 edition  of th e  
W orld Book Encyclopedia and 
one vo lum e of the  W orld Book 
A tlas from  th e  E ducation D e

pa rtm en t of th e  F ield  of E n te r 
prise E ducational C orporation, 
publisher of th e  W orld Book 

Encyclopedia and  th e  W orld 

Book Atlas.

The school becam e a recip ien t 

of the  books several years ago 

w hen  a rep resen ta tive  from  the  

F ie ld  of E n terp rise  Educational 

C orporation  in troduced  th e  p ro 

g ram  to Miss E velyn  Pope. D ean 

of th e  School of L ib ra ry  Science. 

The p rogram  w as designed to 

prom ote  th e  advertisem ent and  

sale  of the  encyclopedias and  a t 

lases.

The N orth  C arolina College 

School of L ib ra ry  Science is one 
of the  m any educational in sti
tu tions to w hom  th e  books are 
loaned, free  of charge, as a 
m eans of publicizing the  books.

his position and  m ost Negroes 

feel th a t  he  has sold out to the  

w h ite  w orld  in order to  a tta in  

it. Even h is  wife, loving bu t 
ex trem ely  neurotic , often  acts in  

such a h ighly  irra tio n a l m anner 

th a t  M arcus comes to believe 
th a t  she too considers herse lf 

superior to him , and in  th e  end 
his w orld  topples a round  him  

and  he ends up liv ing in  invol

u n ta ry  exile.

In  this huge, incisive, and  ab 

sorbing novel, V ierte l proves 

once again  th a t  he  is one of our 
finest storytellers, fo r M ONKEY 

ON A STRING covers a vast 

canvas b rillian tly , bo th  in  tim e 

and  geographical space, and  is 

peopled by  a  dazzling v a rie ty  of 
characters, bo th  Negro and 

w hite. It is a novel w hich is a t 
once h ighly  readab le  y e t goes 

fa r  beyond th e  confines of m ere  
en terta inm ent, fo r it  contains a 
crysta l-c lear p ic tu re  of tw o con

tinen ts  and  tw o  separa te  philoso
phies, and  shows how  th e  boun 
daries w hich  so c learly  define 
each a re  destroy ing  any hope 
for a w orld  in w hich  a ll m en 
can live in  peace and  harm ony.

Once an  agreem ent betw een  the  
various in stitu tions and  the  p u b 
lisher is m ade fo r  placing th e  
encyclopedias in  th e  schools, 
t h e  pub lisher au tom atically  
sends succeeding new  editions to 
the  institu tions.

Miss Pope sta ted  in  an  in te r 
view  th a t  each tim e th a t  a new  
edition  of th e  encyclopedias is 
published, the  School of L ib ra ry  
Science receives a set of th e  
books. Each tim e  th a t  ano ther 
edition  is loaned to th e  school, 
th e  old volum es a re  re tu rn ed  to 
the F ield  E n terp rise  Educational 
Corporation.

The program  provides t h e  
school w ith  an  economical 
m eans of m ak ing  th e  encyclope
dias availab le  to th e  students.

“Even back in Grampa’s 
time there was something to 
make you sleep . . .  they called 
it work.”

By VERGIL G. W RIGHT 
Rom ance Language D epartm ent 

N orth  Carolina College

Of the  m any theories p ro 
pounded in determ ining  the  
basically  d istinguishing charac 
teris tic  of m an, th e  one w hich 
projects itse lf beyond all others 
is his facu lty  of speech. H e is 
the  only being w ho has cap 
tu red  the  epic aspirations of m an  
and  expressions of n a tu re  as 
po rtray ed  by  th e  rolling  m e ta 
phors of Hom er. W ith w ords 
M ilton fathom ed th e  depths of 
Hades and soared th rough  the 
celestial; Shakespeare  cap tured  
practica lly  all the  experiences 
of hum an life; th e  Negro sp irit
ua l fixed  forever th e  darkest 
m om ent in th e  life of the  b lack 
m an; A ristotle , Socrates, Jesus, 
Bacon and E instein  place us in 
the  presence of in tellects w hich 
grasp  the principles of all know 
ledge.

W ith w ords the  psalm ist cries 
out to his God: “I am  w eary  
w ith  m y groaning; all the  n ight 
m ake I m y bed to swim; I w a 
te r  m y couch w ith  m y tea rs .” 
The m ore  w e ponder th e  Gothic 
cathedra ls  and  ly rica l friezes 
th a t  m a n  has crea ted  w ith  
w ords, the  m ore w e realize th e  
gulf w hich  exists be tw een  th e  
m ind of those w ho could speak 
thus and the  m inds of dum b an i
mals.

T here  a re  ce rta in  tru th s  w hich 
a re  self-evident. The p rim ary  
tru th  about a w ord  is th a t  i t  
comes only from  m ind. E very  
w ord  w as orig inally  m ade by a 
personality  w hich f irs t designed 
and  invented  it. A w ord, th e re 
fore, is an  artific ia l hum an p ro 
duct, th e  ou tg row th  of a need, 
ju s t as a kn ife  w as f irs t m ade 
by someone w ho w an ted  to cut. 
In  the  in fancy  of philosophy 
some theorists  ascribed the  be 
ginning of w ords to phonetic

Professor Saluted
By R onald R obertson

W hat m ore can be asked of 
a college professor th a n  to be 
tru ly  dedicated to his students 
and  to the  prom otion of th e ir  
ideas? W hat m ore can he do 
th an  to encourage and insp ire  
them ? Yet, is th e re  such a p e r 
son of th is  na tu re?  Yes, th e re  
is. Behind a desk c lu tte red  w ith  
papers and his eyes “pasted” in  
the  pages of h book th a t he had  
tak en  from  an  over crow ded 
shelf, th e re  sat v e ry  am used by 
his da ily  rou tine  an  assistant 
professor of Political Science a t 
N orth  Carolina College.

R eared in  G eorgia w here  he 
w as insp ired  by  read ing  docu
m ents fo r his g randfa ther, he 
en tered  th e  field of Political 
Science a t M orehouse College 
ir t  A tlan ta . A fter he had  spent 
his underg raduate  years and  had 
tak en  p a r t  in  journalistic  w r it 
ing  a t M orehouse, he en te red  
th e  U niversity  of Chicago w here  
he earned  his M.A. degree. 
W hile spending several of his 
school years  in  Chicago he 
w orked  d iligen tly  as a rew rite  
(h igher c lerk ) in  the c ity ’s court 
system.

In  1966 he  and  his fam ily  of 
tw o m oved to D urham  upon his 
acceptance of th e  position of 
assistant professor in  Political 
Science a t  N orth  C arolina Col
lege. His students, inspired by  
his “g e 11 i n  g-the-point-over 
teaching m ethod” have  declared

See Professor, page 5

im itations of n a tu ra l sounds. 
B ut th is bow-wow theory, as it 
has been called, soon died a fte r 
the  recognition of infin ite  h u 
m an capacity  for m ak ing  lan 
guages.

Thoughts need w ords to be 
come tru e  thoughts, b u t feelings 
do n o t need w ords to  become 
tru e  feelngs; in  fac t w e often 
vain ly  try  to express our fee l
ings in w ords, and find  w ords 
fa il us.

The reg istra tion  of w ords on 
ou r g ray  m a tte r  m ay  be likened  
to the reg istra tion  of w ords in  
books on lib ra ry  shelves. W hen 
a m an sets about to lea rn  a 
language new  to him , he has to 
add  ano ther b ra in  shelf for th a t 
purpose, because the  old shelf 
has too m any  books on it  to a l
low  any  room  fo r a ro w  of en 
tire ly  new  w ords. Som etim es in 
ju ry  to a shelf ru ins it to th e  
ex ten t th a t the ab ility  to speak 
a certa in  language is com plete
ly  lost. Som e investigation  has 
led scientists to the  conclusion 
th a t on each shelf th e  verbs 
a re  p laced first, th e  pronouns 
next, then  the  prepositions and 
adverbs next, and the  nouns 
last. These ce reb ra l lib ra ry  
shelves m ay  som etim es be p a r 
tia lly , instead of com pletely, 
dam aged by accidents to the 
brain.

It requ ires th e  m ost pe rsev e r
ing a tten tion  and  application  
fo r m any m onths to le a m  to 
read. O ver and  over again  the 
p ic tu res of th e  separa te  le tte rs  
have to be  iden itfied  so as to 
be distinguished from  one an 
other, and  then  th e ir  com bina- 
t  i o n  into w ords successively 
m astered  u n til the  w ord  sym bol 
and  its m eaning a re  sim ultane 
ously recognized. This process 
of b ra in  shaping has to  be done 
piece by piece, or layer by  layer 
u n til a m odification of th e  gray  
m a tte r  results. Thus by  constant 
repetition  of a given stim ulus, 
w e can effect a perm anen t an a 
tom ical change in  our b ra in  
stuff. T h i s  psycho-m ateria l 
change m ust be there , though 
no m icroscope w ill detect it, or 
iden tify  the  English read in g  
from  the  F rench  read ing  cells, in  
one w ho can read both  la n 
guages, bu t y e t th e re  it  m ust be, 
o r an  in ju ry  could not destroy 
it.

Professor H inshelwood, of the  
U niversity  of Glasgow, publish 
ed  the case of a h igh ly  educated 
m an  who w as b rough t to  him  
fo r an  a ttack  of o rd inary  w ord- 
blindness. The p a tien t h a d  
learned  G reek, L a tin  and  F rench  
in  addition  to his na tive  E ng 
lish. Upon exam ination  the  p a t 
ien t displayed th e  ab ility  to read  
G reek  perfectly . He could read  
L a tin  b e tte r  th a n  English  but 
no t so perfec tly  as G reek, w hile 
in  F rench  he m ade m ore m is
takes th a n  in  Latin , b u t s till

read  i t  a g rea t deal b e tte r th a n  
he could his n a tiv e  English. T he 
exp lanation  w as th a t  th e  in ju ry  
to his b r a i n  m a tte r  n early  
ru in ed  th e  Engish shelf, th en  
dam aged to a less ex ten t the  
French, and  still less the  L a tin  
shelf, w hile  th e  G reek  shelf 
escaped en tirely .

W hen th e  m an separa te ly  
studied these th re e  languages, 
in  addition  to h is childhood’s 
speech, his consciousness and  his 
w ill certa in ly  co-operated in  
prolonging exercise, u n til w ho l
ly  d istinct portions of his g ray  
m a tte r  w ere fashioned, one fo r 
G reek, ano ther fo r L atin , and  
ano ther fo r F rench  w ords, each 
so divided from  each o ther and  
from  the  ea rlie r  English s tra t 
um, th a t  they  w ere  respectively  
d ifferen tly  affected b y  th e  d am 
age w hich involved th is w ord  
area.

This leads to th e  princ ip le  th a t  
a stim ulus to nervous m a tte r  e f 
fects a change in  th a t  m a tte r  
by calling fo rth  a reac tion  to  i t  
u n til  by  constan t repe tition  a  
p erm anen t a lte ra tio n  in  t h e  
nervous m a tte r  s tim ula ted  oc
curs, w hich  produces a fixed  
hab itua l w ay  of w ork ing  in  it. 
It, therefo re , follow s th a t  th e  
b ra in  m ust be m odified by  every  
process of tru e  special educa 
tion.

C hildren u n d er ten  years  of 
age acquire  languages b y  ea r  
very  easily  because th e  g ray  
m a tte r  of th e ir  w ord  cen ters  is 
very  plastic and can soon be 
fashioned fo r th a t  purpose. B u t 
w hat is gained easily  is lost 
easily, fo r if a child a t th a t age 
be rem oved to ano ther country , 
w here  he no  longer hea rs  th e  
language w hich he has learned, 
he genera lly  forgets it  in  less 
th a n  tw o years.

One of th e  properties of th e  
personal hum an  w ill is th a t  of 
being  a specific b ra in  stim ulus, 
m ore poten t than  all th e  a ffe ren t 
stim uli together in  producing 
changes in  b ra in  m a tte r, by 
w hich  the  b ra in  acquires, and  by  
it  alone, en tire ly  new  pow ers of 
functions no t possible in  any  
o ther an im al bra in .

We need to a ttach  m ore im por
tance to inhibition. W ithout in 
h ib ition  no organization  of a  
nervous system  w ould be pos
sible. A  m ere  anim al canno t be 
held  responsible for any th ing  fo r 
i t  is so fu lly  the  c rea tu re  of th e  
m echanical afferen t th a t  i t  has 
no tru e  pow er of choice. B u t 
m an CAN alw ays do o r no t do 
as he chooses, or, in  o ther w ords, 
wills.

The w ill has the  pow er to 
a lte r  the  b ra in  in  such a w ay  
th a t in  tim e th e  b ra in  th in k s  
only  according to certa in  h ab it
ua l ways. This is th e  substance 
w ith  w hich w e m ust deal in  
lea rn ing  and  in  teaching.SPEIGHT'S AUTO SERVICE
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