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Pushed to the Point
Exodus 20:13 says “Thou shall not kill." This 

law has come to be universal, and is taught by 
ministers and priests all over the world.

The opening sentence from the cover story of the 
January 18th edition of Time Magazine states, “ 
The law has always made room for killers.”

This is true.
The law protects the soldiers, policemen. Fed

eral Bureau Investigation agents, and even ordinary 
citizens who kill in self-defense. In some cases 
the law even commands that the life of a criminal 
be taken, through some form of capital punishment.

There are some that the law does not protect, or 
consider to have the right to kill. Battered women 
who kill their boyfriends, or husbands are forgotten 
by the system. These women are not protected by 
the law, and in most cases they are arrested, tried 
and convicted of murder.

Battered women are driven to the point where 
they feel as if there is no way out and nothing else 
can be done. “Between 22 and 35 percent of emer
gency room visits made by females are due to a 
domestic dispute” according to The National 
League of cities.

The blame should not be totally placed on the 
women, but also on the judicial system as well.

“I didn’t want revenge, I just wanted out,” said 
Shalanda Burt, who is serving 17 years for the 
murder of her boyfriend. Burt reports that she told Carolina Central Univer- Cafe” opened their Sopho-
law officials repeVtedly of'the beatTngsrand7on^^^^
•MAM aamaU j t • • iltAo an/1 on/1 Aon Vi/mica/1men considered them as lovers quarrels.

What should these women do if they can not 
receive help and protection from the proper au
thorities. The battered women are faced with 
Marx’s theory of “Flight or Fight."

Ecclesiastes 3:3 states “ There is a time to kill, 
and a time to heal; a time to breakdown and a time 
to build up." If there is a law that protects the 
rights of battered women, then this one is it.
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