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University Reporter Finds Medical Beat 
Both Challenging and Exciting

The h undreds  of people who com- 
])rise the Duke Medical Center facu lty  

are  ])art of a m ajo r  public relations 
asset of tlie University. E v e ry  day, 
tlie Medical Center makes news with 

activities th a t  range from , local to 

in ternational interest. The task of 
reportiufi' and in te rp re t in g  the M edi

cal ( ’en te r  to the public is in  tlic 
hands of N orm an K. Nelson, assistant 

d irec to r  of the U n ive rs i ty ’s B ureau  of 
Public Inform ation . A D uke g ra d u 

ate and a member of the public in 
form ation staff since 1940, he was 
assigned to cover the Medical and 

N ursing  Schools and  H ospita l  some 
two years ago.

NORMAN K. NELSON

Nelson speaks enthusiastically  of 
the coojieration h e ’s received from the 

Medical C enter stall' and believes th a t  
this reflects a re(H)gnition of tlie lay 

p ub lic ’s increasing in terest an d  u n 

ders tand ing  in  the realm  of medical 

m atters. “ My p rim ary  concern as a 
medical repo rte r  is accuracy ,”  he em- 

j)hasizes. “ I ’m no t iTiterested in sen

sationalism and  I  make a practice of 
checking back with m y source w hen

ever I  deal w ith  technical d a ta  or 

m ateria l  th a t  m ight be subject to 
m isin terpre ta tion . ’ ’

W h a t  is a medical re j)orter in te res t 
ed in ? E v ery th in g  from  indiv idual 

p ar tic ipa tion  in  medical meetings to 
research discoveries of m a jo r  signifi

cance, Nelson says. So f a r  as ge tting  

news is concerned, his only b a r r ie r  is

the occasional facu lty  member who is 

re ticen t because of an “ u n d e rs ta n d 
able b u t  usually  unnecessary”  m od

esty. “ I respect the p e rso n ’s wishes 
in  such cases, b u t  I t r y  to explain 

th a t  every facu lty  achievement, g rea t 
or small, reflects favorably  on the 
U n ivers ity ,”  Nelson says.

Nelson stresses his dependence on 
staff cooperation for  sa tisfactory  cov

erage of the Medical Center. H is 
office is located in the Flowers B u ild 
ing  n ea r  the Center, and  his telephone 
extension is 2593. W hen  not a t  his 

desk, h e ’s usually  in the Medical 

("enter ge tt ing  the facts  fo r  the latest 
s to ry  t h a t ’s w aiting  to be w ritten .

Graduate Nurse 
Education

The N urs ing  Scliool has announced 

a long-range program  to combat tlie 

cu rren t  nation-wide shortage o f ,  
inirses. A series of two-day insti

tu tes— the first in J u n e — will encour

age nurses to contimu' beyond tlu' 

D iploma in Nursing. A new scholar

ship program  will enable nurses to 

work tow ard  the B.S. or M.S. degree 
in n u rs in g  by tak ing  six semester 

hours  of course work with all tu ition  
fees paid  by the hosj)ital d u r in g  the 

first y ea r  of employment a t  Duke.

Auxiliary Elects New 
Officers

The General meeting of the A uxil 
ia ry  was held A p ri l  22nd in the G rad 
ua te  Center. Dr. Jam es Cleland was 

guest speaker. Officers elected fo r  the 

coming y ea r  a r e : Mrs. W a lte r  Seeley, 

P r e s id e n t ; Mrs. Theady  Daniel, F i r s t  

V ice-President; Mrs. Glenn Negley; 
Second V ice-President; Mrs. R ichard  

Leech, T h ird  V ice-P res iden t; Mrs. 
Jam es  W arren , Recording S ecre ta ry ;  

Mrs. Charles Lowndes, Corresponding 

S ecre ta ry ;  and  Miss Bloise Sherman, 
T reasurer.
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al affiliation in the (lei)artment Marcli 
151-May HI.

Cornelia W atson, D irector of the 

Dejiartm ent, left us J u n e  7 to accept 
ano ther position.

P r iv a te  Medical Labora tory

^Irs. E leanor Blackmon rc])laces 
Mrs. Pa t B ryant, and  Sue Schrack 
will join the staff plune Ki. O u r  new 

maid is Mrs. E leanor  Brown.

X -ray

(lood-by to J u d y  I la rw a rd  wlio will 
en te r  ( 'a ro lina  next fall to s tu d y  Den
tal Hygiene.

P sych ia try

Mrs. M arian  Iloyle is Dr. Lowen- 
b a c h ’s new secretary.

Mrs. J e a n  Pop(^, S(!cre1ary to Dr. 
Obrist and Mi'. E isdorfer, leaves soon 
to live in F lorida . H er husband  was 

g radua ted  from law school, Mrs. 
Jo a n  Mancini, our nurse in OP(J, has 
moved 1o Kiclimond, Va.

Dr. Jo h n  A. Ritchie and iiis family 
iiave moved to F lorida .

Anesthesiology

Dr. L. W. Fab ian , A.ssislant I ’rofcs- 
sor of Anesthesiology, will leave J u n e  

2~) to become Professor and C hairm an 

of the D ep a r tm en t of Anesthesiology 

a t  the U niversity  of Missi,ssip])i M ed
ical (Center, Jackson, Miss.

Dr. Ju l ie ta  Perez has finished her 
residency tra in in g  and  leaves J u n e  30.

Su rgery

Dr. H aro ld  Lelkoff from (Jeorgia 
and  Dr. Seidell Soss from  California  
have jo ined the E N T  staff.

Stejihanie Meltzcr, receptionist for 
Dr, N orm an Ross, has resigned to take 
a teaching position.

Bacteriology

Mrs. B arr ie  Wallace, secre tary  to 
Dr. I). T. Smith, replaces Mrs. M ar th a  

Callaway who resigned M ay 31.


