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The Evolution o f  a 
Medical Center—
w ith  i i i l e rp o la l io n s  by th e  Dean

Wlu'ii Dr. W. ('. Davison rcliii- 
(juislu's the (leansluj) of Duke Univer­
sity Medical Sehcol on J u ly  1, lie 
completes years  of service which 
bejran with sn])ervisin<r the buildiiip: 
of the school and ehoosiii<>: its first 
faculty. A collea^iic lias said, “ \ o  
i i 'a tter where he is or what h e ’s doiufj, 
the Medical School holds first ])lace 
in his th ink in" .  I t ’s his medical 
school.”

By the ti 'rms of the indenture  
whi-h created the Duke Kiidowment 
and by the term s of his will, both 
dati'd December 11, 1!)24, -lames B. 
Duke allocated $1 (),()()(),{)()() to r  the 
bu ild iu”; and e()uii)|)in<' of a hosjiital, 
medical school and n u rse s ’ home at 
Duke University. Dr. Davison, then 
assistant dean of Jo h n s  Hopkinti, 
School of .Medicine, was elected dean 
of Duke University Medical School 
by the uuiv(>rsity’s Board of T ru s ­
tees J a n u a r y  21, 1927. The nunlical 
school and hospital were built  be­
tween 1927 and 1!)I5().

A n  importan t  vhanije occurrcd 
in 1957: the adoi)tion of the name 
“ Duke UvMiersity Mcdical C en ter” 
to include the mcdical school, out- 
patie'nt department,  hospital, 
school of niirsiv(i and other activi­
ties at our end of  the campus.

As soon as buildiup; was well befjuii, 
selection of a faculty  was undertaken. 
Should men of proven ability  be a p ­
proached or .should men of comi)ara- 
tive youth  be sonfjht ?

T his  was resolved in fa v o r  o f  
( jambling on promis in;/ )io)ni(/ men  
w ith  a f u t u r e .

The averajre age of the ori<rinal 
medical facu lty  a t Duke was 84 years. 
The first departm enta l  cliairmen 
were: Drs. W. A. Perlzweig, bio­

chem istry ; H aro ld  ]j. Ainoss, m edi­
cine; D(>ryl H art,  s iu 'f jery; W iley  1). 
P^jrhus, i)atholofj:y; F red  JM. Haues, 
neurology, la ter medicine; F ra n k  11. 
Swett, ana tom y; David T. Smith, 
hacteriolofjy; (Jeorge S. Eadie, pliysi- 
olo<jy and pharmacolofjy; and  Bayard  
( ’a r te r ,  obstetrics and gynecology. 
Miss Bessie Baker was named Dean 
of the School of Nursing, and i l r .  
Marcellus E. W inston was appointed 
first superin tenden t of Duke liospital.  
A fte r  the school was s ta r ted  a division 
of i)sychiatry un d er  Dr. Raymond 
( ’ris))eli was set up within the  de- 
j)artnu‘ut of medicine. In  1940 this

became the dei)artnu*nt of psychia try  
headed by Dr. Richard S. Lyman. 
Miss Helen I. Stocksdale and  Mrs. 
Moiui S. Morgan were ajipointed to  
the adm inis tra t ive  stall' to handle  s tu ­
dent records and  assist Dr. Davison 
with his rap id ly  growing correspond­
ence'.

.Marfi T r e n t  S c m a n s  oui jh t to be 
inc luded  in the origi7ial sta ff .  S h e  
was at the dance Iter g ra n d m o th e r ,  
.Mrs. B en ja tn in  D uke ,  gave  at H o p e  
Val ley  ( lub to ce lebrate  the  o p e n ­
in g  o f  the  hospital.  A n d  d o n ’t 
fo rg e t  Car l  Rogers— a f t e r  all,  he 
was “ assis tant d e a n ! ”


