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Pediatrics on the Move

(C’o ii t in n ed  from  pa^e 1)

T he  secon d  su ch  cen ter  in the  co u n tr y  
at the  t im e, th i s  one p rogram  lias 
ren d ered  a n  in va lu a b le  p u b lic  serv ice  
in teachinf? both  p u b lic  a n d  i)hysic ian  
ab o u t  the  j)revention  an d  treatnu^nt o f  
the  traffic poisoninji;s o f  ch ildren .  T his  
24-hour a d a y  serv ice  a l low s  a p h y 
s ic ian  a n y w h e r e  to call D u k e ,  find out  
im m e d ia te ly  the  p o isonou s  in<;redi- 
en ts  o f  one o f  the  h u n d r e d s  o f  u n 
labeled  j)roducts  used  in h om es that  
are h a r m fu l  a n d  be driven in s tru c t io n s  
for  proj)er trea tm en t .

O ne  o f  th e  la test  a d d it io n s  to  the  
m a n y  n ew  p r o g ra m s  o f  th is  d e p a r t 
m en t  is  the  in - tea ch in g  p lan  e s ta b 
l ished  in 1959 th r o u g h  the  in terest  o f  
D r. D ees .  A  sp ec ia l ly  tra in ed  teacher  
is n ow  ava ila b le  to keej) school-age  ])a- 
t i e n ts  up  to d a te  w ith  th e ir  stuclies  
d u r in g  p ro lon ged  hosp ita l iza t ion s .  
T h is  p r o g ra m  h as  p roved  a b less in g  to  
ev ery o n e  c o n c e r n e d ; teachers  at home,  
])arents, w a r d  per.soniu‘1, as well  as the  
p a t ie n ts  th em se lv e s  w ho  suffer  e x 
trem e  boredom  (a n d  w o r r y  about the ir  
school w o rk )  a f t e r  a ■while.

T h r o u g h o u t  the  h is to ry  o f  the  de-  
j )artm ent o f  p ed ia tr ic s  th ree  goa ls  
h ave  g u id e d  it s  g r o w t h : tea ch in g ,  .serv
ice to ch i ld r e n  a n d  research, h i  the  
ea r ly  years ,  o f  course, m ost a t t e n t io n  
w a s  g iv e n  to th e  serv ice  to ch ildren ,  
b ut  j u s t  as  soon as ])ersonnel an d  
si)ace w as  av a i la b le  a t ten t io n  w a s  
g iv e n  to all  three  o f  these  goals .  A s  
the  staff  a n d  n u m b er  o f  p a t ien ts  in 
creased  the  n e e d  fo r  sj)ace became  
more aiul m ore ])res,sing, as a n y o n e  
w ho has been arou n d  D uke for  a n y  
n um ber  o f  y e a r s  reca lls  o n ly  too w e l l ! 
T he d e} )a r tm e n t ’s first b ig  break 
th ro u g h  in th e  p rob lem  o f  sj)ace cam e  
in 1957 w ith  the  o])enii ig  o f  th e  new  

ou t-p a t ien t  c l in ic  in  the  basem ent o f  
the  “ n ew  a d d i t i o n ”  to the  hos |) ita l .  
T h ese  b r igh t  new  s])aces w ere  sore ly  
n eeded  because  o f  w hat Dr. D av ison  

ca l led  th e  “ ])ediatric  s h i f t . ”  T h is  
refers  to th e  tren d  tow ard  the  tr e a t 
m e n t  o f  ch ild ren  on an  out-])atient  
basis  rather  th an  on a n  in -p at ien t  
basis.  J\Iore j )reventive  m ed ic in e  and  
better  nu'thods o f  tr e a tm e n t  m ake  
hosj) ita lizations  u n n e c e s sa r y  excc[)t  
for  more ser ious  or lon g-term  il lnesses.  
T h u s  th e  iu*w O P C  g a v e  the  j)ediati-ic

d e i)artm ent  theii- first o f  several d r a 
matic. u p d at in gs .

In 1958 th e  ( le i)artm ent rece ived  
v i ta l ly  lUM'ded research  sj)ace in the  
n ew  a d d it io n  to th e  Hell B u i ld in g .  
W h ile  m ost o f  us  find th is  ad d it ion  
le.ss e x c i t in g  th an  the  a d d it io n s  to  
c l in ica l s))ace, the  fa c t  is th a t  research  
sj)ace is v i ta l  to  a  h ea lth y ,  g i ’o w in g  
d e p a r tm e n t  in  these  t im es.

M ost d ra m a t ic  o f  a ll  is th e  0 {)eiung  
th is  su m m er  o f  the  ren ov a ted  a n d  ex-  
j)anded H o w la n d  W a rd ,  w h ich  has a l 
m o st  d oub led  th e  c a p a c i ty  fo r  i n 
pat ien ts .  D e l ig h t f u l  in e v e r y  respect ,  
th is  “ r a c e - t r a c k ”  t y p e  w ard  has th e  
m ost  m o d ern  d e v ic e s  ava i la b le  for  the  
best  a n d  m ost com fo r ta b le  care o f  the  
])atient seen  m ost fr e ( |u e n t ly  at D u k e :  
th e  d ifficult  d iag n o s t ic  j)roblem, the  
ch ild  w ith  chron ic  d isease  and  the  
ch ild  recjuiring s i)ec ia lized  procedures .

T h e  c o m p le te ly  a ir -con d it ion ed  w a rd  
for  55 ch i ld ren  fea tu r e s  an  ou ter  r in g  

o f  room s for  p a t ie n ts  th a t  op en  into  
a corr idor  bu il t  a ro u n d  a cen tra l  area  
co n ta in in g  n u r s e s ’ s ta t ion s ,  tr ea tm en t  
room s an d  other  sj)ecial fac i l i t ies .  
O ne o f  the  sp ec ia l  fea tu r e s  is the  
“ con tro l led  eu v ir o in n en t  r o o in ”  w here  

heat an d  h u m id i ty  can  be r e g 
u la ted  a n d  the  a ir  sp e c ia l ly  filtered.  
B e l ie v e d  to  be the  first o f  its  k in d  in  
N o r th  Carolina ,  th e  room  w il l  be used  
])r im ari ly  in  th e  care  o f  ch i ld ren  w ith  
as th m a  an d  v a r io u s  res]ura1ory d is 
eases.

O f  p a r t icu la r  in terest  to  ])arents  

w'ith ch ild ren  on the  n ew  w ard  
is the  house  p h y s i c i a n ’s room w hich  
en ab les  a  h ouse  officer to be im 
m e d ia te ly  a v a ilab le  aro u n d  th e  clock  

in case o f  em ergen cy .  A n o th e r  sp ir it -  
br igh ten er  is the  large  p la y  patio  ju s t  
off th e  w a r d  w h e re  anibulatoi 'y  c h i l 
dren  can e n jo y  th e  su n sh in e .  T h e  

D u k e  H osp ita l  A u x i l i a r y  is fu r n i s h in g  
the  ])lay to y s  an d  an a w n in g  th a t  w il l  
shade  j)art o f  the  patio  a n d  w i l l  g iv e  
ra in y  w ea th er  p la y  space. T h e y  w il l  
also  he lp  th e  n u r s in g  staff' su i)erv ise  
the  us(? o f  th e  area.

Hince D u k e  IIosj)ital ,  a cco rd in g  to 
Dr. l lar i ' is ,  h as  a lw a y s  b e l ieved  th a t  
it is i)sych() logically  sou iu l  whei'ever  
j)ossible for  the  m oth ers  o f  pa t ien ts  
to be nearby , the  inc lusion  o f  s ix  
m other-ch ild  u n i t s  is o f  p a r t ic u la r  i n 
terest.  T h is  sect ion  fea tu res  rooms

w ith  ch a ir  beds  for  the  m oth er  so th a t  
she can  be co m fortab le  a n d  be r ig h t  
w ith  her  child .  T he  ch eer fu l ,  h o m e y  
atni()si)here o f  th e  n ew  H o w la n d  w o u ld  
d e l ig h t  a n o th er  r e c e n t ly  re t ired  m e m 
ber o f  the  i)ed iatr ic  d e p a r tm e n t— one  
w ho has p la y e d  so s tr o n g  a role in  
the  slui])ing o f  th i s  d e p a r tm e n t  from  
the  v e r y  b eg in n in g .  M iss  M ild red  M. 
Sh erw ood ,  R .N . ,  sup erv iso r  o f  n u rses  
fo r  the  ch i ld ren  from  1929 unti l  A u 
gu s t ,  19()0, has been  ca l led  b y  D r.  
D av iso n  a n d  b y  D r .  J a m e s  C le land  
(w h e n  he p resen ted  a p o rtra it  o f  Miss  
S h erw o o d  to the  H o s p i ta l  in  1949)  
“ the ideal nu rse ,  the  o u t s t a n d in g  ch i l 
d r e n s ’ inir.se in  the  w orld ,  wiio is i n 
teres ted  p r im a r i ly  in the  care  an d  w e l 
fare  o f  h er  p a t i e n t s . ”  A l th o u g h  th is  
v e r y  s h y  la d y  h a s  ret ired ,  her  m ark  
has been  le f t  w ith  the  m a n y  s t u d e n t  
nu rses  and  m e d ic a l  s t u d e n t s  in  w h o m  
she tr ied  to s tress  th e  im p o r ta n ce  o f  
k in d n ess  an d  ch a r i ty  in  the  tr e a tm e n t  
o f  h er  ch ildren .

A n d  so th e  o p e n in g  o f  H o w la n d  and  
the  c o m in g  S ym {)os iu m  on “ T h e C o m 
m o n w ea lth  o f  (" h i ld ren ”  in  D r .  D a v i 
s o n ’s hon or  b r in g  u s  to  the  p resen t  
in  the  s to r y  o f  the  h is to r y  o f  our  
p ed ia tr ic s  d e p a r tm en t .  W h a t  o f  the  
f u t u r e ?  D r .  H a r r i s  has  so m eth in g  
v e r y  specific  to  sa y  ab ou t  this. H e  
a n d  the  rest o f  the  staff" w o u ld  like  
to  see th e  e s ta b lish m en t ,  as a fu r th e r  
hon or  to D r.  D a v iso n ,  o f  a  “ U n i v e r 
s i ty  C h i ld  H e a l th  C e n te r .”

A  U n iv e r s i ty  C hild  H e a l th  C enter  
w o u ld ,  Dr. H a r r i s  fee ls ,  b r in g  to  
fr u i t io n  the  goal  o f  t o d a y ’s j iediatri-  
c ia ns— not j u s t  to  keep  ou r  ch i ld ren  
h ea lth y ,  bu t  to helj) each  ch ild  d eve lop  
in to  a resp ons ib le  c i t izen  cap ab le  o f  
w o rk in g  a t  h is  oj) t im um  cap a c i ty .  
T h is  is a v e r y  larg e  o rd er  to fill. S u c h  
a  C en ter  w o u ld  im p ro v e  th e  t r a in in g  
o f  m edical s tu d en ts ,  ped iat i' ic ians  an d  
tea ch ers ;  m ater ia l ize  a d if feren t  con-  
eej)t o f  p a t ie n t  and  c o m m u n ity  s erv 
ice, and fa c i l i ta te  a n d  s t im u la te  re 
search in to  all  phases  o f  ch ild  l ife .

W h eth er  th is  w o n d e r fu l  t r ib u te  to  
a fine i)ed ia tr ic ian  m ater ia l izes  w i t h 
in  the  n ex t  f e w  y ea rs  or not,  w e  can a ll  
be p ro u d  o f  ou r  de i)ar tm en t  o f  p e d i 
a tr ic s  for  the  large  con tr ib u t io n  th e y  
ha ve  m ade  over  the  p a s t  th ir ty  y ea rs  
a n d  are  n ow  m a k in g  tow ard  the  
em ergen ce  o f  D uk e  M edica l C en ter  
as  th e  h on ored  in s t i t u t io n  it  is to-  
day.


