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Birth Control Devices May Prevent Cancer

DR. WILLIAM T. CREASMAN

By W illiam  Erwin
C oup les  w ho u se  condom s or 

d iaph ragm s as the ir  b ir th  control 
m e th o d  m ay be help ing  p reven t 
cervical cancer, a specialist at the 
C om prehensive  Cancer C enter said 
last week.

Dr. William T. C reasm an told a 
sy m posium  here that the devices 
m ay protect the cervix — the m outh  
of the  wom b — against a suspected  
ca n ce r-cau s in g  su b s ta n c e  p asse d  
f r o m  m e n  to  w o m e n  d u r i n g  
intercourse.

"U nfortunately , w e d o n 't  know  
\w h a t  this agent is," the associate 
p r o f e s s o r  sa id . H e d ire c ts  th e  
c e n te r 's  d iv is io n  of gyneco log ic  
cancer.

20,000 N ew  Cases
T h e  A m erican  C ancer Society  

estim ates that 20,000 new  cases of 
cervical cancer will be d iscovered in  
the  U.S. this year. Almost 8,000 
w o m en  will d ie of the d isease, the 
society says.

C reasm an said researchers have

School of Nursing Includes 
R.N. Among 93 Freshmen

W hen  her classmates head back to 
th e ir  room s at H anes H ouse, n u rs in g  
f r e s h m a n  L o r r a in e  M a c k o v ia k  
W heeler will drive off-cam pus to her 
h u sb a n d  and  two children at hom e 
in D urham .

W hile her classmates look forw ard 
to the  challenge of pa tien t care, Mrs. 
W heeler can review  h e r alm ost 10 
years of nursing  experience.

A graduate of the d ip lom a n u rs in g  
p r o g r a m  a t  w h a t  i s  n o w  
N orthw estern  U niversity  M em oria l, 
H ospital, Mrs. W heeler dec ided  she 
n eed ed  a B.S. degree to expand  her 
career beyond hospital staff nursing .

She is the only registered  nurse  
(R.N.) am ong the 93 w om en  w ho  just 
en te red  the class of 1980 at the School 
of N ursing.

A n o th e r  f re sh m a n , M aria  del 
Refugio Berumen of O ntario , Calif., 
is a n  A n g ie r  B. D uke Scholar, 
selected on the basis  of grades and  
leadersh ip  potential.

"A s id e  from the fact th a t the 
n u rs in g  school is so ou ts tand ing , I 
love the  cam pus and  the peop le ,"
M iss Berumen said. She p lans a 
d o u b l e  m a jo r  in  n u r s i n g  a n d  
English, and  hopes to becom e a 
n u rse  practitioner or nurse-m idw ife.

T he freshm en come from 26 states 
, a n d  tw o  fo re ign  co u n trie s . T en  
s tu d en ts  are from N orth  Carolina. 
They are Mrs. W heeler and  W ilma 
Joyce W ilkins of D urham ; Elizabeth 
Sharon  A dam s an d  Carolyn A nn 
Scheil of Lenoir; M arianne Ballenger 
of N orw ood; A nna Liles Burnette of 
M anson; K athrine W arden  H orn , 
K atharine C laiboum e Johnson and

N ancy  Eileen Pem ice of Charlotte; 
an d  M avis A nn M athis of Warsaw.

From  overseas are Susanne M ary 
M egh d ad p o u r of Tehran, Iran, and  
M ary Wai M ing Yen of Kowloon, 
H ong  Kong.

S tuden ts  from o ther states are: 
CALIFORNIA — Maria del Refugio 

Berumen of Ontario and Carole Ann 
Klove of Los Angeles.

COLORADO -  Cynthia Elliott of 
Denver.

CONNECTICUT -  Sarah Anne Kritz 
of Plantsville; Sara Anne Maddem of 
Guilford; Margaret Sullivan Murphy of 
Stamford; Katherine Taves Ogren of Old 
Greenwich; and Amy Virginia Stancs of 
Litchfield.

DELAWARE — Nancy Kathleen Fleck 
of Wilmington.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA -  Carmen 
Lea Neuberger of Washington.

FLORIDA — Ruth Willard Calvin of 
Jacksonville and Linda Gail Schwersky of 
Clearwater.

GEORGIA — Amy Jackson of Folkston 
and Carol Anne Love of Atlanta.

ILLINOIS — Darcy Lynn Day of 
Belvidere; Virginia Laraine Griggs of 
Scott Air Force Base; Alison Jean Slezak 
of Western Springs; and Caryl Iver 
Weinberg of Evanston.

KANSAS — Ann Belle Catlett of 
Shawnee Mission.

LOUISIANA — Elizabeth Stuart Dyer 
of New Orleans.

MAINE — Mary Joyce Ford of Bryant 
Pond and Cynthia Lonsdale Webber of 
Cape Elizabeth.

MARYLAND — Nancy Sue Baker of 
Bethesda; Myreda Lynn Erickson of 
Annapolis; Patricia Louise Bering and 
Ellen Starr Welliver of Westminster; and 
Ellen Louise Philpot of Oxon Hill.

(Continued on page 3)

s tu d ied  funguses and  H erpesv irus 
ty p e  II in  th e ir  search  for th e  
c a n c e r - c a u s in g  s u b s t a n c e .  T h e  
s tu d ie s  tu rn e d  u p  no  c lea r-cu t 
answ ers, he said.

"A ll w e can say," the specialist 
repo rted , " is  that H erpesvirus m ay 
be a related factor, b u t  no cause and  
effect relationship  has been  p roven ."

W h a t e v e r  th e  s u b s t a n c e  is ,  
s c ien tis ts  susp ec t th a t it affects 
w o m en  at h igh  risk for cervical 
cancer, C reasm an said.

H igh R isk G roup
W om en in this h igh  risk group , he 

p o in te d  out, include those w ho  
b eg in  sexual intercourse early in life 
or w h o  have m any sexual partners.

O th e r  risk factors are m arrying 
ea rly , h av in g  several m arr iag es , 
h av ing  pre-m arital or extra-m arital 
in tercourse or being  in  the lower 
socio-econom ic group.

W o m e n  i n  t h e  l o w e r  
socio-econom ic g roup  have a h ig h er 
risk, C reasm an said, no t because of 
th e ir  poverty b u t "because these 
o th e r  risk factors are also p resen t."

H e gave one clue tha t could help

explain  w hy sexually active teenage 
girls have a h igh  risk  for cervical 
cancer. D uring  the m id-teens, he  
said , a girl's cervix naturally  goes 
th ro u g h  a change m uch like tha t in 
pre-cancerous conditions.

V ulnerable To C hange 
"A ny tim e you have changes in  the 

ep ithe lium  (surface of the cervix) 
t a k i n g  p la c e ,  t h e s e  c e l ls  a r e  
vu lnerable to the sligh test change in 
env iro n m en t,"  C reasm an said.

" A d d  to this the env ironm en ta l 
h a z a ^ r d  o f  t h e  c a r c i n o g e n  
(cancer-causing substance) tha t the 
male transm its, and  you can see the 
po ten tia l for problem s."

A m an w hose wife already has 
cervical cancer should  be especially 
d iscreet in h is sexual re la tionships, 
the specialist w arned . "If a male is 
m arried  to a female w ith  cancer of 
the  cervix and  he takes on a second 
sexual partner,"  he said, " th e  second 
female has a 12-fold increased risk 
for cancer of the cervix."

The Pill, he said, ne ith e r raises no r 
low ers a w om an 's  chance of getting  
cervical cancer.
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BACK TO SCHOOL—Lorraine Wheeler, R.N., hopes to get her B.S. degree in nursing 
here. The wife of Kenneth E. Wheeler, assistant administrative director of the 
hospital, she is among 93 women in the School of Nursing's freshman class. (Photo 
by Jim Wallace)


