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S IS T E R L Y  H£J1P—First-year nursing student Susan Emerich (left) helps 
her older sister Cathy adjust her new nursing cap. Cathy Emerich is a 
junior in the School of Nursing and received her cap at ceremonies in 
September. Both Emerichs live in Hanes House. Four other nursing

students have younger sisters who entered the nursing school this year 
as first-year students. The Emerich are from Doylestown, Pa. (Photo by 
Parker Herring)

Knowledge explosion led to curriculum change
The first 10 years of Duke's experience 

w ith a radically redesigned curriculum for 
its school of medicine is the  subject of a 
book just published by Duke University 
Press.

The book, entitled “U ndergraduate 
Medical Education and the  Elective 
System," is a series of articles by 34 
cu rren t o r  form er medical cen ter  faculty 
m embers describing how^ the new 
curriculum came into being and how  it 
worked in training physicians during the 
years from 1966 to 1975.

Dr. James F. Gifford Jr., associate 
professor of com m unity and family 
medicine, served as editor for the  243- 
page volume.

Supervising editors w ere Dr. William 
G. Anlyan, vice president for health 
affairs. Dr. Ewald W. Busse, dean of 
medical and allied health education, and

Busse's predecessor, the late Thom as D. 
Kinney, w ho also was professor and 
chairman of pathology from 1960 to 
1975.

P ressures forced reevaluation
In his preface, Gifford explains tha t for 

more than 50 years, medical education in 
the  United States consisted of tw o years 
of instruction in basic medical sciences, 
followed by two years of clinical 
instruction  in hospitals.

"In the  1960s, how ever, a num ber  of 
p ressures combined to force many 
schools to  reevaluate their  curricula," he 
writes.

Expansion of biomedical knowledge, 
extension of specialty training, demands 
by s tudents  for program s tailored to their  
individual in terests  and society's desire 
tha t physicians be draw n from more 
diverse backgrounds all challenged the

traditionally rigid educational format.
"The Duke University School of 

Medicine offered the first new  model of 

(C ontinued  on page 4)

Five join sisters 
in nursing school

By P arker  H erring
T here are advantages and disadvan

tages to  enrolling in a school w here  a 
b ro th er  o r  sister is already a student.

Five f i r s t - y e a r  n u r s in g  s tu d e n t s  
weighed the pros and cons of attending 
the  same nursing school as the ir  older 
sister and decided tha t Duke's nursing 
school was the ir  choice.

"It's kind of nice having my older sister 
around,"  Susan Emerich, an 18-year-old 
firs t-year s tuden t from  Doylestown, Pa., 
said. "But sometim es I wish she w asn 't 
here. You know  you really don 't w an t to 
have someone w atching over you."

Susan Emerich's sister, Cathy, is a 
junior nursing student.

H er ow n decision
"I made my ow n decision about coming 

here ," the  younger Emerich said. "I came 
dow n to  visit C athy  and liked the campus 
and the  curriculum."

Even though  the  Emerich sisters are 
only a floor apart in Hanes House, the 
nursing s tuden ts  dorm , they don 't see 
each o the r  very  often.

"But it is nice to  be able to walk dow n a 
floor and see her  if I w an t,"  Susan 
Emerich said.

"It's kind of fun  having h e r  here ,"  her  
older sister said. "It makes it m ore of a 
family thing."

C athy  Emerich said she didn't t ry  to 
influence h e r  younger sister to  come to  
Duke.

"She asked me questions about the 
nursing school and 1 answ ered them ," she 
said. "But I tried not to  say anyth ing  tha t 
would influence her."

For the  older Emerich, having her  
younger sister en tering  nursing  school 
brings back some memories.

"I see her  going th ro u g h  the  same kinds 
of things I w en t th rough ,"  she said.
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Bloodletting implements featured 
in medical history exhibit

"In the 1960s...a number of pressures combined to force many 
schools to reevaluate their curricula. The Duke University School of 
M edic ine offered  th e  f irst  n ew  m odel of m edical education  
responsive to these pressures for change."

By David Williamson
Those w ho long for the good old days of 

the  19th C e n tu ry  and before may have 
second though ts  after viewing two 
exhibits of medical artifacts now on 
display in the Medical C en te r  Library.

The exhibits, located in the lower lobby 
of the Seeley G. Mudd Building adjacent 
to the T ren t Room, fea ture  a variety of 
tools tha t were used for b lood lett ing , ' 
tooth extractions and surgery  before 
m o d e r n  p a i n k i l l i n g  d r u g s  w e r e  
developed.

Terry  Cavanagh, cu ra to r  of the 
library's historical collection, said one of 
the exhibits includes antiques donated by 
Mrs. Emil C. Beyer. Mrs. Beyer collected 
the objects over m any years w ith her  late 
husband w ho was a physician in 
Morehead City, N.C.

The o ther  display, which examines the 
ancient practice of bUwdletting, is

primarily composed of items loaned by 
Dr. John H. M onroe, a Winston-Salem 
obstetrician.

From 1826 
"A num ber  of polished rosewood or 

mahogany family medicine chests are the 
most striking pieces in the  Beyer 
Collection," Cavanagh said.

The m ost complete chest dates from 
around 1826.

"W hen closed, it forms a handsom e box 
that  could be placed inoffensively even in 
an elegantly furnished room," he said. 
"O pened it becomes an efficient little 
dispensary w ith  labelled bottles of 10 or 
m ore drugs, including a few in a secret 
com partm ent behind a sliding panel."

D raw ers  contain small m ortars  and 
pestles, balances and weights, spatulas, 
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