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Wakeman Award address

I f  ever there was an opportunity to alleviate suffering...
A t  la s t  m o n t h ' s  W a k e m a n  A w a r d  b a n q u e t  h e re  

(see In te rco m s  9 2 9 / 7 8  a n d  T O / 6 / 7 8 ) ,  on e  o f  
th e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r s  w a s  a l a y m a n  w h o s e  
s u b s t a n t i a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  p a r a p le g i a  a n d  n e r v e  
r e g e n e ra t io n  resea rch  goes  b e y o n d  h i s  e x te n s iv e  

s t u d y  o f  th e  f i e ld .  H e  is a  p a r a p le g i c  h im s e l f .  T h e  
s p e a k e r  w a s  A l a n  A .  R e ic h ,  d e p u t y  a s s i s t a n t  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  U . S .  D e p a r t m e n t o f  C o m m e r c e  a n d  
a f o u n d e r  a n d  th e  c u r r e n t  c h a i r m a n  o f  P a r a p le g ia

C u r e  R e s e a r c h .  B e ca u s e  o f  R e ic h ' s  s u cc in c t  

s t a t e m e n t  o f  resea rch  needs  a n d  h is  ca l l  f o r  
a c t i v a t io n  o f  a 1 0 - p o i n t  p r o g r a m ,  th e  t e x t  o f  h is  
a d d r es s ,  " I f  E v e r  T h e r e  W a s  a n  O p p o r t u n i t y  . . . "  
is b e in g  p u b l i s h e d  here.

Prio r  to  World W ar  II, th e re  w e re  few  
paraplegics. T h e y  simply did n o t  survive.  

Medical science and  th e  c o m m i tm e n t  of 
n u m e r o u s  dedica ted  people (including

A L A N  A  REICH, seated here  with Dr. and Mrs. James H. Semans of Duke, was a special guest at 
the  Oct. 4 W akeman Award banquet  for presenta tion  of th e  1978 Wakeman Award for Research 
in the Neurosciences. Reich's address on the  need for continuing research in central nervous 
system  function and regeneration  is reprin ted  in the  accompanying article. (Photo hy Lewis Parrish)

m a n y  h e re  to n igh t)  have  m ade  it possible 
for  paraplegics to  live and  accom m oda te  
to  w hee lcha i r  living.

R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  h a s  f a c i l i t a t e d  an  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  n o r m a l  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  
o p p o r tu n i ty  fo r  persona l  fu lfi l lment.  In 

t h e  U nited  S ta te s  m o re  th a n  in any  o th e r  
c o u n t ry ,  th e re  has  been a cl imate  of 

e n c o u ra g e m e n t  fo r  th is  process.
In M arch  of 1970, the  y ea r  th e  w ord  

"impossib le"  w as  redef ined  by landing a 
m an  on  th e  m oon ,  at a confe rence  
sponso red  by th e  N ationa l  Paraplegia  

F ounda tion  in Palm Beach,  Fla., sc ientis ts  

o v e r tu rn e d  th e  old dogm a  th a t  cen tra l  
n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  r e g e n e r a t i o n  w a s  
impossible . For th e  f i rst t im e  a g ro u p  of 

n eu rosc ien t is t s  declared, " th e  p rob lem  
should  n o  longe r  be cons idered  hopeless; 

it is am endab le  to  so lu t ion  th r o u g h  basic 
r e sea rch ."  T his  validation chal lenged the  
w orld 's  sc ien tis ts  and s t r e n g th e n e d  the  
hope  of  paraplegics.

S ign i f ican t  p rog re ss
At t h a t  t im e  too, Mrs.  G a rd in e r  

e s tab l ished  th e  W akem an  A w ard  in 
m e m o ry  of h e r  paraplegic  h u sb a n d  to  

s t i m u l a t e  c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  
r e g e n e ra t io n  re sea rch  a imed a t  curing  
paraplegics.  H ave  h e r  gen e ro s i ty  and  

fo re s ig h t  b r o u g h t  r e su l t s?  T h e  a n s w e r  is 
a r e so u n d in g  yes!

While w e  m a y  n o t  be able to  make

First participant helped shape new residency
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By John Becton
( F r o m  a rep o r t  b y  L i n d a  W i l s o n ,  r e p o r te r  f o r  

speech a n d  h e a r i n g . )

A s  k n ow ledge  in th e  h ea l th  ca re  field 
co n t in u es  to  expand ,  specialized t r a in ing  
becom es m o re  of  a necess i ty  fo r  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  n u m b e r  o f  h e a l t h  

p rofessionals .
In r e sp o n se  to  a perce ived need  for  

specialization in speech pa tho logy  and  
audiology,  D u k e  is developing a res idency  
p ro g ra m  funded  by a s ev en -y ea r  g r a n t  

f rom  th e  V e te ra n s  A dm in is t ra t ion .
T h e  S p e e c h  P a t h o l o g y - A u d i o l o g y  

Residency P ro g ra m  is des igned  to  o f fe r  
one -yea r ,  p o s t -m a s te r 's  d eg ree  curr icula  
in each of five a reas  of special izat ion. It is 

u n d e r  th e  overal l  d irec tion  o f  D r.  L uvern  

H. K unze ,  p ro fe sso r  and  d i rec to r  o f  the  
C e n t e r  f o r  S p e e c h  a n d  H e a r i n g  

Disorders ,  and  Dr.  R ober t  G. Paul, chief of

th e  VA H ospita l 's  Audio logy-Speech  
Patho logy  Service.

T h e  f i rs t  res iden t ,  M ary  A n n  B arden ,  
r e c e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  t r a i n i n g  in  
n e u r o g e n i c  s p e e c h  a n d  l a n g u a g e  
d iso rde rs  in adults .

T his  year ,  th e  second  fo r  th e  pilot 

p ro g ra m ,  t h e r e  a re  r e s iden ts  in ch i ldhood 

la nguage  d iso rders ,  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  
d iso rde rs  associated w i th  craniofacial  
abnorm ali t ie s  o r  t r a u m a  and  audiology, 
as well  as a n e w  pa r t ic ipan t  in the  
neu rogen ic  d iso rde rs  specialty.  T h e  - 
p ro g r a m  also will o f f e r  a re s idency  in 

o rgan ic  voice d iso rde r  and  la ryngec tom y .

As th e  p io n e e r  speech pa tho logy  
res iden t ,  B arden  w as  supe rv ised  by Dr.  

Jenn ife r  H o rn e r ,  a s s i s t an t  p ro fe s so r  of 
speech pa tho logy  and  c o o rd in a to r  of the  
neu ro g en ic  d iso rde rs  residency.

H o r n e r  explained th a t  th e  p ro g r a m  is

called a " res idency"  because  it is ro u g h ly  

p a t t e rn e d  a f t e r  th e  medical model.  
Pa r t ic ipan ts '  clinical fe l lowship  year  

w h ich  fo llows com ple t ion  of  th e i r  
m a s t e r s '  d e g r e e  is e s s e n t i a l l y  an  
in te rn sh ip ,  an d  like th e  d eg ree  p ro g ram ,  
gene ra l  in n a tu re .

"In co n t ra s t ,  th e  Speech P a tho logy-  
Audio logy  Residency p ro g r a m  o f fe rs  a 

cou rse  o f  specialization in th e  medical 

( C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  3 )

specific connec t ions ,  I believe it is 
reasonab le  to  ' a t t r i b u te  m u c h  of the  
p ro g re s s  to  th e  m o m e n tu m  g e n e ra te d  by 

th e  W akem an  A w ard  process.  T h a t  
p rog re ss  includes:

— In 1970 only  a h an d fu l  of scientific  

ar t ic les  w as  published  o n  cen tra l  n e rv o u s  
sy s tem  reg en e ra t io n .  Last yea r  th e re  
w e re  o v e r  400. M an y  m o re  inves t iga to rs  

t h r o u g h o u t  th e  w orld  are  n o w  w ork ing  
on th e  p roblem.

— G o v e r n m e n t  f u n d i n g  by  t h e  
N ationa l  In s t i tu te  of Neurological  and 
C o m m u n ic a t iv e  D iso rde rs  and  S troke  
and  by th e  V e te ran s  A d m in is t ra t io n  of 

re g e n e ra t io n  research  has increased  f rom  
a b o u t  $200 ,000  in 1970 to  ab o u t  $5 
million last  year,  Both  agencies  have  
sponso red  conferences .

— T h e  N ational Paraplegia  Foundation  

has held fo u r  in te rna t iona l  confe rences  
on  C N S  regene ra t ion .  Its n e w  research  
division has published  bibl iographies and  

has in i t ia ted an exci ting fe l lowship  
p rogram .

— T h e  Paralyzed V e te ran s  of America  

has c rea ted  a n e w  research  founda t ion  
w hich  has  fu n d ed  close to  a q u a r t e r  of a 
million dollars  of C N S  research .

— Severa l  un ive rs i t ie s  have  s ta r t ed  up  
reg en e ra t io n  re sea rch  p ro g ra m s  and  
labora tor ies .

— Six an n u a l  congress iona l  luncheon  
rev iews,  h os ted  by C o n g re s s m e n  O rva l  

H a n se n  and  Bill Frenzel , have  been  held in 
th e  Captio l  in W ash ing ton .

— T h e  g o v e rn m e n t ' s  Neuro log ic  
In s t i tu te  sponso red  an  1 8 -m o n th  task  
force by e m in e n t  n eu rosc ien t is t s  w h o  
concluded " t h e  field is r ipe for  a p u sh ."

(Continued on page 2)

Intercom takes break
B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  T h a n k s g i v i n g  

holiday, Nov. 23, I n te r c o m  will n o t  be 

pub lished  n ex t  week. T h e  nex t  is sue of 
I n t e r c o m  will a p p ea r  Friday, Dec.  1.

Harper’s says Duke among best
Som e of th e  bes t  h ea l th  care  fo r  w o m e n  in America  is available at D uke ,  

according to  an  art ic le in th e  S e p te m b e r  is sue of H a rp e r ' s  Bazaar.
Based on  a poll o f  re spec ted  m e m b e r s  of th e  medical p rofess ion ,  the  

m agaz ine  listed th e  "bes t  medical specialists" and  "bes t  medical c e n te r s "  for  
t r e a tm e n t  of medical p rob lem s u n iq u e  to  o r  c o m m o n  am o n g  w om en .

Included o n  th e  lists w e re  D r.  Will iam T. C re a sm a n ,  p ro fe sso r  of obs te t r ic s  
and  gynecology  and  d i r ec to r  o f  t h a t  d e p a r tm e n t ' s  oncology  division; th e  

D ie ta ry  Rehabil i ta t ion  Clinic; th e  Divis ion of In fert i l i ty  in obs te t r ic s  and  

gynecology; and  H igh land  Hospita l ,  a division of th e  D e p a r tm e n t  of 
P sych ia try  located in Asheville. lU  U l i i a v s i t  I

■A U N T  B E E ' -D e a n  of 
Nursing Ruby Wilson 
leans over to  greet 
Betty Dum aine of 
Pinehurst ,  a long-time 
friend and supporte r  of 
the  medical center, 
know n to many Duke 
people as "A unt Bee." 
A unt Bee was here  for 
many of last week's 
Medical Alymni Week­
end activities. For more 
p h o t o s  f r o m  t h e  
weekend, see page 4. 
(Photo hy Parker Herring)


