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century prose writers that might aptly b e  j  the '  Faithful M inister" h e  draws an in- 
styled the moral preceptors. Jerem yT ay-1  teresting likeness of, but the " G o o d  
lor is to this group w hat M oses  w as to W ife ,  ” the " G o o d  H usband, " the  

the H e b r e w s  and Solon  w as to the good all along the line of human pro- 
G reeks. H is  cod e  of moral precepts is | fessions, vocations and crafts, and right 

i very full and comprehensive, and as hard | well h e  d oes  it. adding suggestiveness 

to read for a recitation in college  as the | and life with the use of appropriate fig- 
i  Proverbs of Solom on. T o  criticise T a y -  ures. H is  style, too, has much of the 

from a rapid glance through j seventeenth century prose ch .rm. 
this voluihe, or e v fn  after a careful read - 1  A s  an observer, Fuller show s himself 

ing, w ould  b e  as unsatisfactory as a study j  not less accurate and scrutinizing in the 

of Blackstone, not for its basic principles subjects treated under " The Profane  
in law , but as a literary exercise. T ay lor  i State " than in those under " T h e  H o ly  
d oes not parade his learning as Burton, j  Stale. " H e  is a philosopher of no mean 

and is superior as a moral preceptor to j  ability, and 1 cannot see  h o w  the world  

either Felltham  or Selden . H is  apparent j has kept a Bacon so fully alive and al- 
m eekness reminds m e of Herbert. 1 1 lo w ed  a Fuller to d ie as dead  as H ector ,  
should place his " H o ly  Living and H o ly  
D y in g " as a companion p iece  to the

Som e S ev en tee n th  C en tu ry  

Books a n d  A uthors.

(B y  W .  P .  L aw ren ce .)  

H O W E L L  A N D  S E L D E N .

T h e se  w ere  tw o  O xford m en and  
w ere  given to prose more than poetry. 
S elden  said : " T i s  ridiculous for a Lord
to print v erse ." " V e r s e  proves nothing  

but the quantity of sy llab les ." " T is  a
fine thing for children to learn to make  

v e r s e ; but w hen  they com e to b e  men, 
th ey must speak like other men, or else  

they will b e  laughed a t . " " T is  ridicu
lous to speak, or write, or preach in 

v erse ." W e  m ay suppose these quota
tions express in general the opinion of 
poetry held by the average O xford  sen.

Bible.

I Z A A K  W A L T O N ’S  " L I V E S '  

A N D  " T H E  C O M P L E T E  

A N G L E R . "

A s  a biographer, W alton  magnifies the 

subject’s religious qualities and throws such 
a halo of glory around him that one  comes 

a w ay  feeling that D on n e , H o o k er  and 

H erbert w ere  saints. 1 he charm of 
W a lto n ’s style is in its simplicity and the 
skill in portrayal of personal qualities of 

character.
" T h e  C om plete  A n g ler  " is the next 

best thing to the actual sport it so simply 

y et so attractively describes. TTiere is 
the e lem ent of comradeship, dialogue  

well written, remarkable familiarity w ilh  
the subject, in short a classic without the 

; author being classical either In know ledge

It is to b e  h op ed  a resurrection will com e  
through a n e w  edition and popularization 

of his works.

A n d  it is not surprising that Cam bridge, i  *  should put W alton  in a class

then, is the hom e of English poetry. j  to himselr. i j  i ■
_! in this peiiod  that equaled turn m 

field. " T h e  W orthies of England " and  

" T h e  History of the R eb e llion "  cannot

P E P Y S ’ D I A R Y .

T h ere  is variety enough in the books  
w e  have been  talking about to suit the 

most capricious mind—  " A n atom y of 
M elanncholy," "Religio M edici," "T able  

T alk ,"  "Worthies of E ngland ,"  " T h e i  

R eb e llio n ," " Pilgrim’s P rogress" and  
the rest, and n ow  " P e p y s ’ D ia r y ." 
T h e re  is variety for you. A n d  the last 
is as varied within itself as the w h o le  

group. W e  d o  not want to approach a 
diary expecting literary merit. Su ch  a 

work is not written for public inspection 
and criticism. " P e p y s ’ D ia r y " is in
teresting above  all things as a series of 

snap-shots of life, high and low , from
1 6 6 0  to 1 6 7 0 .  A s  I sailed through it 
— not having time or the desite to read it 
all— 1 found it as gratifying to my curios- I 

ity w herever I chanced  to light as if 1 had, j  ,

enteenth century prose fiction,— all these  

put him b eyon d  'the scholarly religious 

writers w e  have studied. G enius is a l 
w ays greater than scholarship. Soul is 

greater than mere intellect.
" T h e  H o ly  W a r "  is scarcely in

ferior to " Pilgrim’s P rogress" except in 

plot. T h e  style is essentially the same, 
but the characters are less vividly drawn.

" G race  A bou n d in g  to the C hief of 

Sinners," 1 think, is superior to W a l 
ton’s " L ives, " as a work of b iog 
raphy. H er e  both the b ad  and the 

good  in the character are set forth as in 

Bible biographies.
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" Lives. " 

is in a field to
b e  classed with W a lto n s  
" T h e  C om plete  A n g ler  
itself both as to matter and form. It is so  

w ell done as to have a lasting vitality,—  
a characteristic or quality of every classic.

C L A R E N D O N ’S  H I S T O R Y  

T H E  R E B E L L I O N .

O F

H o w e ll  and S elden  both had  

cellent prose style. T h e  one, w idely  
traveled, is instructive and entertaining in 

™ Familiar L e t te r s " and the other, an 
encyclopaedia of law , theology, etc., is a 

delightful philosopher m " T a b le  T alk ."

B en Jonson said of him :

" Y o u  that have been  

E ver at hom e, yet all countries have seen.
A n d  like a compass, keeping one  foot still 
U p o n  your centre, d o  your circle fill 
O f general k n o w led g e ; w atch ed  men, 

manners too.
H eard  w hat times past have said, seen  

w hat ours d o . "

O W E N  F E L L T H A M .

Several years since I read Francis 

B acon’s essays and w as so taken with | 
them that I m ad e my o w n  version of sev 
eral of them . 1 thought I had forgotten ;

them till I cam e to read Felltham . T h is  ^ law yer’s brief. T h e  language is that of 
eading conjured up so much of the B acon  ^ learned parliament, and the phrasing is

matter that I suspected Felltham  had (hat of the court. T h is  is due in a 
drawn largely from that distinguished : i^fg^ measure to the manner in w hich the 
philosopher. T h e n  a com p^ ison . M a n y  j, bujjt up. L ike Carlyle’s Crom-

W e  have had no biographer i overhearing a curtamed

secret, either pf private life or of t h e ! 
English governm tnt. Its quaint style i  

m akes It a first-rate stereopticon lecture j  

on the great plague of 1 6 6 5 - 6 ,  the ter
rible L ondon  fire, Septem ber, 1 6 6 6 ,  
the L on d on  stage, and the lives of many  

great men in state and in literature during 

the period it covers.

VVr.l* lor Cpecim cn P a ^ e i  to
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J O H N  B U N Y A N .

T h e  three fine old folio volum es of this i
, 1 , J [ .L ■ -1 m e  so m e  years  a g o

m ost v a lu a b le  record  or th e  civil w ars  in ;

E ngland and of the com m onwealth, are ■ 
a reprint from the first edition, and w ere  

published in 1 7 0 3 .  A s  to their c o n - : 
tent, it is interesting reading because i 
the author’s life— a very active, vigor
ous existence in a most stormy period— is 

w oven  into the w h o le  narrative.
A s  to their style, it is, in a w ay , that of

H aw th orn e’s " Celestial R a ilw ay  " led 

to read " Pilgrim's 
Progress." M y  experience with this fa
mous allegory w as pleasing in a high d e 
gree. In the aptness of the w h o le  plan 

of the book ,— the nam es of the charac
ters and the part each  plays, the reality of 
action and the simplicity of language  
there is a sensation akin to that w hich  

com es over m e on going from a library  ̂

full of heavy learning into the depths of 
w ild nature on an ideal June day. Bun- 

yan’s originality, his fervent soul, getting i  

itself expressed so clearly and so charm
ingly, and his invention so novel in sev-
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essays of the tw o  bear the sam e title, but 

In the contents of half a d ozen  compared  
therie is not the slightest suggestion that 
Felltham  w as Influenced by  Bacon . Both  

the essays, " M arriage and Single L if e ," 
refer to the opinion of matrimony am ong  
the Turks, but to different phases of it 
no other resemblances.

Felltham  has not B a c o n ’s mental grasp 

or penetration, and is often tedious. H is  

" R e so lv e s"  v e  a barrel of conceits  
packed in plenty of excelsior.

J E R E M Y  T A Y L O R ’S  H O L Y  L I V 

I N G  A N D  H O L Y  D Y I N G .

T h e r e  w as a group of seventeenth

well, it is a series of petitions, overtures, 
and the like, that passed b e tw e en  the 
representative heads of the tw o  opposing  

factions, w o v en  into a narrative full of 

personal feeling and com m ent frorti the  
view point of a staunch royalist.

T h e  chief value of the work is in 

its historical fact, rather than in its style.

T H O M A S  F U L L E R .

Fuller’s " H o ly  and Profane States " 
is constructed very much as G eo r g e  H e r 
bert's "P riest to the T e m p le ,"  except  

h e  has extended his precepts b e yon d  the  
parson, to a greater part of characters, 
both dom estic and public. It is not only

DID YOU EVER STOP TO THINK
O f the many cases w here  D I S E A S E  has b een  contracted b y  hav

ing your L A U N D R Y  W O R K  d on e in th e  same room that is 

used for eating, sleeping, and the using of O pium  ? i
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