
I n  N o v em b e r ,  188(3, he  l e t i r e d  frcrn liis  

a c t iv e  d u t ie s  a s  ii ispeetori o f  sch oo ls ,  and  

in  A p r i l ,  1888, he w e n t  to  L iv e rp o o l  to  

m e e t  h is  d a u g h ter ,  w h o  had s a i le d  fr om  

N-ew Y ork .  W li i l e  h a s te n in g  to w a r d  th e  

dock ,  he fe l l ,  and d ied  w i th o u t  r eg a in in g  

c on sc iou sn ess .

SHOULD ’GENIUS BE ENDOWED?
In  th i s  d a y  o f  e n d o w m e n t ,  w h e n  the  

g o v e n ir a e n t  j>ensi(jns ev^ry so ld ier ,  and  

rich  m en , w h o  sp e n d  th e ir  l iv e s  m a k 

i n g  m on ey ,  and  in  th e  end o f  l ik e  look  out  

u p on  b r a in s  an d  g e n iu s  s t r u g g l in g  in  pov-  

■ tr ty ,  and then g iv e  to  p en s ion  th ese  p o v 

e r ty -s tr ick e n  ones ,  i t  is  an  in te r e s t in g  

q u es t io n  a s  to w h e th er  b ra in s  a n d  g e n iu s  

sh o u ld  be en d o w e d .  A  l i t t le  t im e  ago  

“ ( ’u r r in t  L i te r a t u r e ”  g a v e  som e in t e i e s t -  

in g  in f o r m a t io n  a.s followij o n  th e  s u b 

j e c t  and abou t l i t e r a r y  men :

Y e a r s  ago ,  w iien  he w a s  h im s e l f  poor,  

u n k n o w n  and a lm ost f r ie n d les s ,  Mr. U p 

ton  S in c la ir  r eg i s te r e d  a vow  th a t ,  i f  he  

could  l i t lp  it ,  no  o th e r  y o u n g  au th o r  should  

lever su ffer  w h a t  he  had suffered. H e  

w r o te  a book, “ T he -Journal o f  A r th u r  

S t i r l i n g , ”  in  w h ic h ,  w ith  a w e a lth  o f  har-  

I o w in g  d e ta i l ,  he  p ic tu red  th e  l i f e - s tr u g g le  

o f  " y o u n g  p o e t  w h o  s tr iv e d  and  s ta rv ed  

an d  .ina l ly  c o m m it te d  su ic ide .  H e  w rote  

an  a r t ic le  fo r  T h e  In d ep e n d e n t  in  w hich  

he to ld  o f  a “ c a u s e ”  he had fo u n d  that  

su m m o n ed  all h is  d e v o t i o n :

“ I su m  it  up fo r  y o u  in  th is  one  s e n 

te n c e :  T h a t  th e  s a lv a t io n  o f  A m e r ica n  lit -  

■erature de]>ends upon th e  s a v in g  o f  the  

y o u n g  a u th o r  fr o m  the  brutali;;ing  s la v er y  

o f  ‘ W h a t  th e  P u b l ic  W a n t s . ’ I t  is  m y  

th es is  th a t  th e  th in g  w e  c a l l  ‘ th e  w o r ld ’ 

n e v e r  h as  been  and n e v e r  c a n J ie  such  th a t  

a  U l a n  o f  g v n iu s  sh o u ld  be ^iubniitted to  

i t s  c o n tr o l ;  t h a t  ‘ c o n t r o l ’ is  th e  sh a m e  and  

th e  b lot and  th e  a g o n y  o f  th e  long, lo n g  

s to r y  o f  l it era tu re .  I t  a lw a y s  h a s  been  

poss ib le ,  an d  a lw a y s  w i l l  be p o ss ib le ,  in  

n o w a y  b u t  on e — b y  th e  w o r l d ’s d e n y in g  

. 0  the  m an  o f  g e n iu s  a  l iv in g ,  and a  

ch an ce  to  do h is  wonk, u n less  h e  w il l  

c o n fo r m  to  i t s  w a y s . ”

H e  proposed fo r  a rem ed y  fo r  th is  e n 

s la v e m e n t  o f  g e n iu s  “ an  in s t i t u t io n  to  

-be s u b s id iz e d  by  rich m en  fo r  th e  pu rp os*  

o f  e n d o w in g  y o u n g  au th ors  o f  t a l e n t . ”

M r. S in c l a i r ’s  proposed  in s t i t u t io n  has  

n o t  been  rea l ized ,  bu t  bo is  h o p e f u l  th a t  

it m a y  be. H t  h as  ta lk ed  o f  h is  p la n  to  

a w e l l -k n o w n  p h i la n th r o p is t ,  w h o  e v in c e d  

c o n s id era b te  in tere st ,  and su g g e s te d  th a t  

th e  o p in io n s  o f  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  w r ite rs  be 

o b ta in e d .  I n  p u rsu a n ce  o f  th is  s u g g e s 

t ion ,  Mr. S in c la ir  ad d re ssed  an  open k t t e r  

to  f i f ty  o f  th e  le a d in g  au th ors  o f  Europ,*, 

a n d  the  U n ite d  S ta te s .  '

W h a t  he  had in  m in d , he m ad e  c lear,  

w as a p er m a n e n t  en d o w m e n t  a n a logou s  

to  th e  N o b e l  F u n d .  I t s  p u rp ose  w ould  

be “ th e  e n c o n ra g m e n t  o f  v i ta l  c re a t iv e  

l i t e r a r y  w ork ,  by  th e  e s t a b l is h m e n t  o f  

sch o la r s h ip s  or  p r izes ,  to  be  g iv e n  fo r  a 

p e r iod  o f  tw o  or  th ree  y e a r s  w ith  th e  p o s 

s ib i l i t y  o f  c o n t in u a n c e  i f  th e  c a n d id a t e ’s 

w o r k  s liould  m ak e  it s eem  w orth  w h i l e . ”  

H e  sa id ,  m ore  si>£<‘i f i c a l l y : ^

“ T he p rov is ion  o f  such an  en-'ow m en t  

w o u ld  ha v e  to  be d raw n  w ith  cart;. T h ey  

sh ou ld  m ak e  c lear  th a t  w h a t  i s  s o u g h t  is  

y o u n g  w ork  r a th e r  th a n  p e r fe c t  w ork;  

w o rk  o f  a fo r w a r d - lo o k in g  te n d en cy ,  by  

w r ite r s  who.se fu tu r e  i s  b e fo r e  th em ;  and  

w ork  o f  a new  and p a th -b r e a k in g  n a ture—  

n o t  s im p ly  co n v e n t io n a l  an d  w e ll-b red  and

T H E  E L O N

aca d em ic  work. T he c o m p e t i t io n  sh o u ld  

be o |)en to  m a n u scr ip t s  pu b lish ed  an d  un- 

p u . j l i s l i i d : bu t  o n ly  to  w r ite r s  w ho  a i e  

d e p e n d e n t  upon th e ir  ow n  efforts  fo r  a  

l iv in g .  A ls o  w e  sh ou ld  e x c lu d e  books  

w liich ha v e  h ad  a co n s id e ra b le  s a l e ; for  

th ere  is  no  n e e d  to  he lp  s u c c e s s fu l  au 

thors.  ’ ’

T he su c ce ss  o f  th e  u n d erta k in g ,  Mr. S in 

c la ir  conced ed ,  w ou ld  d e pend  upon the  

se le c t io n  o f  ju d g e s ;  and  in  v ie w  o f  the  

fac t  t h a t  th er e  is  no  such th in g  in  th is  

w orld  a s  in f a l l ib i l i ty ,  i t  w ould  be im p o ss i 

ble  to  ])lease e v e  yone .  B u t  s u r e ly  th ree  

m e n  could be  fo im d  w h o  (1 )  h a v e  prod u c 

ed  v i ta l  w ork  th em se lv e s ,  and (2 )  ha v e  

sh o w n  ]>enetration, s y m p a th y  and ba lan ce  

in  th e ir  ju d g m e n ts  u p on  th e  w ork  o f  o th -  

e i s .  A  c er ta in  nu m b er  o f  th e  p r izes ,  he  

th o u g h t ,  sh ou ld  b e  by  th e  aw ard  o f  all  

th ree  ju d g e s ;  th ere  sh ou ld  be at  le a s t  one  

pr ize  fo r  each  ju d g e  to aw a r d  on h is  

ow n in d iv id u a l  opin i(m. “ In  m a t te r  o f  

im p o rta n c e  such a s  t h i s . ”  h e  procee-ded, 

“ it w ou ld  be' w o r th  m a k in g  m a n y  m is 

ta k es  to  a c h ie v e  one  su c cess .  I f  we could  

sa v e  one  C h atter ton  or K e a t s  it w ould  be  

w o r th  a l l  the  c o st  an d  tr o u b le .”

“ T he a w a r d s  sh ou ld  be fo r  th ree  c la sse s  

o f  w o r k ;  p o e t ' V ,  fiction, and prose  w r i t in g  

o f  an  in s p ir a t io n a l  c h aracter .  T here  

sh ou ld  be in  e a c h  c la ss  one  pr ize  o f  one  

th ou san d  do llars  fo r  th re e  years ,  and tw o  

p r iz e s  o f  five hu ndred  do llars  fo r  th ree  

y ^ r s .  I  e s t im a te  the' o th er  e x p e n s e s ;  sa l-  

^ w v  o f  m a n u sc r ip t  r ea d er s  th ree  th ou san d  

dollars ,  s a la r ie s  o f  ju d g e s  th ree  th ousan d  

dollars ,  office e x p e n s e s  one  th ou san d  do l

lars— a to ta l  o f  $2.5,000 fo r  th ree  y e a r s ’ 

e x p e r im en t .  ”

Mr. S in c la ir  added the  f o l lo w in g  fa c t s  

t o  clincl^ h is  a r g u m e n t :

“ 1. M ilton ,  S h e lb y ,  B y r o n ,  B r o w n in g .  

R u sk in .  S w in b u r n e ,  H u g o  and  G oeth e  w ere  

a ll  m en  o f  m eans .

“ 2. W o r d s w o r th ,  S o u th e y ,  T e n n y s o n ,  a ll  

r ece iv ed  in c o m e s  or p en s ion s .

“ 3. M a r lo w e ,  C h atter ton ,  P o e ,  K e a ts ,  

and  r ec e n t ly  G eorge  G is s in g  a n d  J o h n  

D a v id so n  d ied  m iserab ly .

“ 4. M en  l ik e  .Johnson. C arly le ,  W h itm a n  

and M er ed ith  h a v e  l e f t  te s t im o n y  to  the  

n e g le c t  a n d  p o v e r ty  w h ic h  h a n d ic a p p e d  

them .

“ O f  th e  f e w  p o e ts  w e  ha v e  n o w , -----------

h a s  a  p en s io n ,  an d  -----------  r ec e n t ly  w en t

in to  b an k r u p tc y ,  -----------  and -----------  are

— ■ l iv e s  l ik e
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A  you n g ,  v ig o r o u s  C o lle g e  fo r  b o th  m e n  and w o m en .  On S o u th e r n  R a ilw a  

s ix ty - f lv e  m iles  w e s t  o f  R a le ig h ,  th e  S t a t e  c a p ita l ,  and s ev e n t e e n  m iles  ea st  o f  t l  

th r iv in g  c i ty  o f  Greensboro.

T H E  L O C A T I O N  I S  D E L I G H T F U L ;  W A T E R  P U R E ,  C L I M A T E  H E A L T H F U L .

P l a n t  v a lu e d  a t  $150 ,000 ,  is  m o d ern  in  c o m fo r t  an d  con ven ie n ce .  S t e a m  h ea t  e lec 

tr ic  l ig h ts ,  w a te r  a n d  s e w e r a g e  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  a ll  b u ild in gs .  Courses Lead to A. B., 
Ph. B., and A. M. Degrees.

Emmet L. Moffttt, A. B., LL. D., President.

F R  E E M A N  D RU G  C O M PA N Y . 
B u rlin g to n . N o r th  C a ro lin a .

Are the leaders in Drugs, Chem cals and Toilet Articles.

C A R E F U L  A T T E N T I O N  TO M A I L  O R D E R S .

d is g : a c e f u l l y  poor, and —  

a h e rm it  in  a h u t .  I  m ig h t  t e l l  y o u  o f  a  

score  o f  o th er  m en w h o  are in  u t te r  d e s 

t i tu t io n ,  or w h o  ha v e  to  ch e a p e n  and d e 

g r a d e  th e ir  w ork  d e l ib e r a te ly ;  fo r  in 

s ta n c e ,  ----------- . M en  l ik e  th is  do no t cry

th e ir  w o e s  fro m  h ou setop s ,  and th e y  do  

n o t  w r ite  b e g g in g  le t te r s .  B u t  t h e y  w ould  

a c ce p t  an  a w a r d  w h ic h  w a s  m ad e  un der  

c o n d it io n s  w h ich  m ad e  i t  a p u b lic  h o n o r .”

N e a r ly  t w e n t y  o f  th e  au th ors  took  the  

tr ou b le  to  rep ly ,  and their| l e t t e r s  are  

p r in ted  in  a rec e n t  i s su e  o f  T he I n d e p e n 

dent .  T h e  o p in io n s  ex p r e s s e d  are  very  di-  

veree. A  f e w  u n res er v e d ly  in d orse  Mr.  

S in c l a i r ’s p lan .  T h e  s t r o n g e s t  le t ter s ,  

h ow ever ,  are  f ; o m  th o se  w h o  co n te n d  th a t  

f in ancia l e n d o w m e n t  o f  g e n iu s  i s  im p o s 

s ib le  a n d  un desirab le .

T he p o e ts ,  E d w in  M ark h am  an d  B l is s  

C arm an, ax’e  a m o n g  th e  s to u te s t  ch a m p io n s  

o f  th e  p lan .  “ T here  are m a n y  t h in g s  to  

com m en d  i t , ”  s a y s  M ark h am , “ an d  n o th 

in g  to  c ondem n it. F o r  one th in g  i t  w ould  

tend to  g iv e  d ig n i ty  to  p o e tr y  an d  hope

Alamance Insurance CSi Real 
Estate Co.

I n s u ra n c e .  L o a n s  a n d  R e a l E s ta te .
' OASH CAPITAL, $30,000.00
MONEY L E N T  th ro u g h  th is  C o m p an y  on r e a l  e s t a t e  i s  sec u r e d  b o th  by  m o r tg a g e  
a n d  C o m p a n y  g u a r a n tee .  T h e  le n d er  r e c e iv e s  6 .per .cent, in t e r e s t— 3 .per .cent,, 
p r a m p t ly  e v er y  s ix  m o n th s— an d  is  n o t  bo th er ed  ab ou t  in t e r e s t  c o l lect ion s .

W .  K .  H O L T , P r e s id e n t ,
R. M . M O R R O W , V ic e - P r e s id e n t ,
W . E .  S H A R P E ,  T re a su r er  an d  M an ager .

Burlington, N, C.

to  p oe ts .  W h i l e  i t  m ig h t  call out  m ore  

p o e ta s te r s ,  i t  w ou ld  a l s o  ten d  to  in crease  

th e  w ork o f  the  bards, th e  a u t h e n t ic  say -  

ers. A n d  a n y t h in g  th a t  w i l l  add  to  the  

[K)etic tr e a su re  o f  th e  n a t io n  w i l l  add  to  

the  n a t i o n ’s g lor y .  V e r i ly ,  in  th es e  t im es  

o f  m a ter ia l i s t ic  fa t a l i sm ,  a n y t h in g  should  

be w e lcom ed  th a t  w i l l  ad d  to  th e  id ea l  

e le m e n t  in  our  c iv i l i z a t io n .”  Mr. Car

m an  w r ite s ,  s im i la r ly ;

“ I n  the  p la n  y o u  o u t l in e  I  can see' no  

o b j e c t io n s ;  and  I  be l ie ve  th a t th e  m o s t  ar 

d en t  th eo r is t  fo r  so c ia l  r e fo rm  m u st  e v e n 

tu a l ly  com e to  y o u r  w a y  o f  th in k in g .

“ F o r  e'ven in  th e  m o st  p e r f e c t ly  OTr 

g a n iz ed  s o c ie ty ,  p o e tr y  w ould  s t i l l  be  in  

n e ed  o f  s o m e th in g s  m ore  th a n  p o p u la r  s u p 

port.  In  th e  v e r y  n a tu re  o f  p o e tr y  th ere  

w ill  a lw a y s  be' s o m e th in g  a l i t t l e  in  a d 

v a n c e  o f  our  com m on  a im s,  u n d e r s ta n d 

ing ,  and a sp ir a t io n s .  I f  i t  i s  w orth  w h ile ,  

i t  c a n n o t  e v e r  be q u ite  f u l l y  va lu e d  in  

i t s  ow’n d ay ,  or  rather , I  sh ou ld  say ,  

w id e ly  e n ou gh  va lu e d  to  be s e l f - s u s t a in in g .  

A n d  as  y o u  tr u ly  p o in t  ou t ,  th e  b e s t  p o 

e t s  w h o  ha v e  com e to  m a t u r i ty  ha v e  a l 

w a y s  had som e m e a n s  o f  l iv e l ih o o d  a t  

th e ir  com m an d. T he  id e a  th a t  a n y  sort  

o f  an  a r t is t  or  w or k m an  is  a ll  th e  b e t t er  

fo r  b e in g  doome'd to  a l i f e  o f  pen u riou s  

w orry ,  in  such  a s i l ly  old f a l la c y ,  one  

w o n d er s  i t  could  ha v e  p e rs is te d  so  long.

“ A  l i t t le  h a r d sh ip  i s  good fo r  ev er y  

m an a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  career ,  no  

doubt.  G iv e s  t o n e  to  h i s  m ora l  s y s te m ,  

and te m p er s  h is  character .  B u t  a c o n t in 

u i t y  o f  i t  is  cru sh ing .  T he p l ig h t  o f  be

w ild ered  and  str iuggling g e n iu s  i s  a d is 

gra ce  to  us all,  but one  w h ich  yo u r  nob le  

p u rp ose  w ou ld  do m u ch to  rem ove,  I  b e 

l ieve .  ’ ’


