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high order in the way of sp iritua l sug
gestion. I t  will do any one good to read 
one of them a t the close of a  busy day, 
before retiring. Several volumes of Mr. 
A insw orth’s sermons have a lready been 
published, and have had a wide accei> 
tanee. Among these are  The H eart  of 
Happiness, Talks About the Beatitudes, 
and The Pilgrim  Church. Of the la t te r  

S ir  Robertson Nicoll s a y s :
Every page and almost every sentence 

is striking. This is a book which must 
ine \ i tab ly  find its way into the hands of 
every preacher worthy of the name and 
m ultitudes who are  not preachers will 
find in it tlie lielp they need. (Fleming 

H. Kevell ( \im pany).

My Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is 

the  title  of a little  book by J .  F ran k  
Hanley. This is another book inspired by 
the tercentenary  of the transla tion  of the 
K ing  Jam es Version of the Bible. The 
subs'tance of the book was given as a 
lecture. The au thor says th a t  fo r  ten
years he has had in mind the p repara 
tion of a lecture concerning Jesus Christ. 

In  th a t  time he has read m any books and 
has looked in every direction for sugges
tions concerning the Master, and has g i\-  
en in this b rie f  epitome all th a t  he has 
read or heard, and also his own best 
thoughts coneerning the subject. The
book is a strong presentation of belief
in the Deity of Jesus Christ. (Bobbs- 

Merrill Company.)

thee and beside thee .”  Both these rules 
are im portant. I t  may be said in the 
way of fu r th e r  explanation of the pu r
pose of this volume th a t  i t  trea ts  of such 
subjects as the collection of New Testa
ment writing's into a canon, the a rrange 
ment of New Testam ent writings, l iter
ary source of the New Testament, s truc 
ture and composition of the New Testa
ment, the circulation of the New Testa
ment writings, etc. One section is given 
to the correspondence of Pau l with d if 
ferent churches, another to  the Gospels 
of Mark, M atthew and Luke, another to 
the  pastoral Epistles, ano ther to the ap 
ocalypse of John. The book represents 
a vast amount of labor and will furnish 
guidance fo r students which will take 
them hack to the beginnings of New Tes
tam ent l iteratu re . (Charles Scribner s 

Sons.)
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The H ea rt  of the M aster, by W illiam 
Burnet W right, I). D., is an interesting  
volume, which is briefly  described as a 
fres)' in te rpre ta tion  of the events of Pas
sion Week, original in thought and force
ful in expression. In  this book, effort is 
made to throw fresh light upon the his
toric Christ. Not a  few of our L o rd ’s 
words and deeds, the au thor thinks, are 
now taken in a sense which contradicts 
the whole tenor of His precepts and ex
ample. These in te rpre ta tions have puz
zled believers, a m e d  skeptics, and ob
scured for all His sp ir i tua l splendor. The 
book is issued with the hope th a t  i t  will 
help to throw light upon some of these 
difficult teachings, and thus correct what 
are regarded as misleading in te rp re ta 
tions. The book is stimulating, the t rea t 
m ent fresh, independent and vital. I t  
makes the whole wonderful story  of Pas
sion Week vivid and vital. (Houghton 

Mifflin Company).

A good many books have been publish
ed in recent times in the line of l i t 
erary  criticism of the New Testament. 
There are still unsettled problems and 
the controversies are in some cases keen, 
although the spirit in which these contro
versies are conducted is be tte r  and kind
lier than it was some time since. In  the 
course o f  the In terna tiona l Theological 
L ibrary  An Introduction  to the L ite ra 
tu re  of the New Testament, by Jam es 
Moffatt, D. D has ju s t  been issued. This 
manual is designed prim arily  fo r  the use 

of students , and therefore is not a  book 
which will commend itse lf  fo r  popular 
reading. B ut in i ts  place i t  is very thor
ough and suggestive. I t  represents a  vast 
amount of work. The au tho r suggests to 
the studen t “ two commandments of re
search .”  F irs t ,  “ Thou shalt work a t the 
sources,”  and. second, “ Thou shalt. ac
quaint thyself with work done before
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I t  is wonderful how the study of the 
New Testam ent takes up every minute 
point, enlisting the a ttention  of the  g rea t
est scholars of the worid. Biblical Geog
raphy and H istory, by Charles Foste r  

Kent. Ph. 1)., is the latest of Dr. K e n t ’s 
books. This volume gives in compact, 
clear and a ttractive  form the significant 
facts which any well educated teacher or 
student should know and understand to 
appreciate Biblical history and literature. 
Some people are disposed to slight geog
raphy and history in their study of the 
Bible. B ut more and more it is felt that 
there is nothing whatever th a t  belongs to 
Bible lands and Bible history th a t  is un
im portant. In  the first p a r t  of this book 
we have a clear, definite picture of the 
physical characteristics of Biblical coun
tries. especially of Palestine. A chapter 
is devoted to the great highways that 
bound together the different pa rts  of the 
ancient world and determ ined the  direc

tion of contiuest and commerce and the 
spread of culture and religion. The sec
ond p a r t  deals with the chief characters, 
movements of Biblical history and their 
chronological order and geographical set
ting, and shows the influence of their 
physical environment upon them. The 
book contains a large number of carefully 
prepared maps, including the results of 
modern discovery and research. These 
add very much to the value of the vol
ume. (Charles Sc r ib n er’s Sons.)

THE STANDARD OF LIVING AMONG 
THE INDUSTRIAL PEOPLE OF 

AMERICA.
Mr. S tre igh to if’s essay on the standard  

of living will evoke keen in terest among 
students of industria l conditions and 
housing problems in this country. The 
study represents a critical analysis of all 
the recent sta tistics of incomes of the la 
boring classes, unemployment, working
m en’s budgets and the like, published by 
the national and sta te  labor bureaus, and 
as a resu lt of private  investigations. To 

the average m an the  mere mass of data  
which has been gotten together upon these 
subjects is a  sufficient discouragement to 
an a ttem pt to digest, or even to read, it 
all, and  to Mr. Streightoff the  layman 
must feel peculiarly obligated for having 
collated and analyzed the significant facts 
concerning the more im portan t phases of 
industria l life in th is  country, looked at 
from the  point of view of the working

man and his s tandard  of living.
Some facts  of very far-reaching import-
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ance have been elicited from a study of 
these figures. F o r  instance, we learn 
th a t  the tendency towards in tegration  of 
large industries in th is country, a move
ment so marked during  the past fifteen 
years, has been, contrary  to  the  accepted 
opinion, not a ltogether a good th ing  from 
the w orkingm an’s point of view. Unem
ployment is not checked, bu t ra th e r  ag
gravated  by  the over-rapid extension of 
p lan t and equipment, m any of the large 
industries rarely  reaching an output of 
more the  75 per cent, of the capacity of 
the ir  plants. This is a feature  of our in 
dustrial system which -we have been r a th 
er prone to overlook, but the figures show

ing the 22 per cent, of all the male wage 
earners of the country were unemployed 
for an average of over th ir teen  weeks 
during  a single year m ust give us pause.

So f a r  from being more fo rtunate  than 
our European neighbors in th is respect, 
we suffer ra th e r  more than  they from 
the  evil of unemployment, and have so 
fa r  taken no adequate steps—none a t  all 
comparable with those of P russia  and 
England—to check th is  seemingly necess
ary  accompaniment of the m odem  com

petitive regime.
Real wages and the influence of UHem- 

ployment are the  factors emphasized by

Mr. Streightoff—these being the funda 
mental conditions of all o ther phases of 
industria l life. There are interesting
chapters upon expenditures fo r food,
housing and clothing, and their influence 
upon the health  and efficiency of the 
working classes. T h rif t  and recreation 

are trea ted  skilfully and with insight.
The conclusion is forced upon one ir re 

sistibly th a t  a vast deal has got to be 
done in bringing home to the workers the 
fru i ts  of our wonderful industria l civili
zation. To quote the words of Secretary 
MacVeagh, “ The great mass of the s tan 
dards of living of the world must be ra is
ed—they must be raised— they are intol
erab le.”  Mr. Stre ightoff’s work will take 
its place as one of the most thoroughing- 
going studies of th is immense problem, 
analytical and descriptive ra th e r  than  the 
oretical and constructive. B ut i t  is only 
upon the basis of ju s t  such scholarly and 
scientific work th a t  progress or reform  

can be constructed.
In  conclusion, a  word of appreciation 

must be spoken fo r the public sp ir i t  and 
scientific in te rest  of Messrs. H a r t  Schaff- 
ner and Marx, whose liberality has made 
possible thi* valuable series of mono
graphs by American students of econom- 

W^ilfred Eldred.


