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E L O N ’S  T W E N T Y - S E C O N D  C O M 

M E N C E M E N T .

Tlie  <rreatest e v e n t  in the College  year  

is  th e  an n u a l  co m m e n c em en t .  I t  occurr 

ed th is  y e a r  fr o m  J u n e  1-5, and was the  

m ost lar<;ely a t t en d e d  o f  al l th e  coni-  

in e n e e m e n ts  ?'Jon has held .  E v e r y  ex er 

c ise  w a s  thronsred w ith  a p p re c ia t iv e  

f r i e n d s  and ev er y  nu m ber  o f  th e  lon g  

j irofrrani w a s  p e r fe c t ly  rendered.  Thert  

w a s  not a hitch  nor  a ja r  in  th e  en t ire  

ser ies .  T he  W e e k ly  is  frlad to  ffive b e 

lo w  a ra th er  m ea a re  d e ta i l ed  acco u n t  o f  

th i s  sp len d id  e d u ca t io n a l  pasreant.

F i r s t  D ay .

T!ie 22nd  ann ual  co m m en ce m en t  oj>en- 

ed J u n e  1, at S p. m. w ith  c la ss  d a y  e x e r 

c ises .  The  c la ss  had s ev e n tee n  m em b ers  

to  rece ive  A. 15, or Ph.  B. d ecree s ,  s even  

to  rec e iv e  A. deirrees. and fo u rteen  

oth ers  to  rec e ive  dij i lom as  or cer t i f ica tes  

f o r  su|>erior w ork in the  M usic ,  A r t ,  E.x- 

pre.'s iim, and C om m erc ia l  D e p a r tm e n t t s  

o f  (lie ( 'o l l e j e .

C lass  E xerc ises .

The  o p e n in g  nu m b er  o f  the  c la ss  e x er 

c ises  w a s  the ad d ress  o f  w e lco m e  piven  

l)v th e  T’res id e n t  o f  th e  Class,  Mr. W . H.  

Flemin ir ,  Oroenvil le ,  Ohio. The c la ss  h i s 

to r y  was  rend by  M iss  M.-irijaret -Jewel 

M ichae l ,  the  c la ss  poem  b ,  ,\Ir. J .  Lee  

J o h n so n ,  (a real poem it was, too.  and  

not mere vc rs i l ica t ion )  Mis,-. .Maryarel te  

J se ley  pave  the  c la ss  P r o p h ec y ,  m a n y  o f  

w h ose  i tem s  brousrlit fo r th  round s  o f  a p 

p lau se .  M iss  M y rt ie  C ox read well  m an y  

c la ss  cu ts  , ind w i t t i c i sm s ,  w h i le  the  p a l 

m is tr y  o f  the  c la ss  w a s  set  for th  d e l ig h t 

fu l l y  by  M iss  E tiie l D u R a n t .  Mr. J .  A.  

Fojjlem an read the  L ast  W il l  and T e s t a 

m en t ,  beq u eat l i in g  the  m a n y  v a lu a b le s , in -  

cludina: th e  good  lo oks  o f  the  c la ss ,  to  

th o se  to  w hom  th ey  m o s t  a p p ro p r ia te ly  

be loni'ed .  Mr. .1. S. F l e m in g  p r esen ted  

to  each o f  his  c la s s m a t e s  a tr o p h y  o f  

g r ea t  va lue ,  much to  the  e n jo y m en t  o f  

th e  aud ien ce .  iMnsical r e n d i t io n s  w e re  

g iv e n  by M isse s  l iu b y  M ichae l ,  L o is  D a 

v id son ,  and E th e l  D u R a n t .  The M a n t le  

O ration  w a s  de l ivered  b y  JFr. J .  S. T ru 

i t t  a n d  a cce | i fed  by  the J u n io r  Class  

th rou gh  Mr. C .  T. Rand.

The c la ss  Oration w as  de l ive red  by  Mr. 

J .  ( . S tu a r t ,  who w a s  elofjuent in his  

tr e a tm e n t  o f  th e  th e m e :  The  V ic a r io u s  

L ife ,  and sa id  in s u b s ta n c e  th at  “ in  m a n 

i fo ld  wax's n a tu re  and l i f e  w itn es s  to  thr  

u n iv e r s a l i t y  o f  \ i c a r io u s  s erv ice  a n d  su f-  

ferin:;.  T he  g r ea t n e s s  o f  one  l i f e  r e s t s  

upon th e  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  another.  In  

the  in te l lec tu a l  world  w e  are rich o n ly  be 

c a u s e  the  scl io lar  fo r  o th ers  m a k s s  h im 

s e l f  poor.  Our soc ia l  tr e asu re  is  the  

r es u l t  o f  v icar ious  suffer ing.  T he  a w fu l  

sacr if ice  o f  l i f e  in the  de s tru c t io n  o f  the  

T ita n ic  w il l  serve  to  p re v en t  such tr a g e 

d ie s  and d im in is h  the r isk s  o f  ocean tr a 

vel.  In e x c h a n g e  f o r  the  g r ea t  p r in c i 

p le  o f  fr eed o m ,  b lood has f lowed l ike  r iv 

ers  and th o u sa n d s  o f  l iv e s  h a \ e  been sac 

ri ficed. A s  a r es u l t  w e  have  th e  i n s t i 

tu t io n s  m ost  em in en t  an d  e x c e l l e n t  in our  

day .  e  are  the  he irs  o f  th e  a g e s  be 

c a u s e  o f  the  sacr if ices  o f  our  fo r e f a t h e r s  

to  e x a l t  us. T he  real , h e lp f u l  l i f e  is  the

v ica r io u s  . l i f e ,  and in  b e co m in g  m a r ty rs  

to  o t h e r s ’ good  we rea l ize  our  n o b les t  

and best  s e l v e s . ”

x\t  the  con c lu s ion  o f  th e  reg u la r  pro 

gram , the  p r e s id e n t  ann ou n ce d  th a t  the  

y o u n g  la d i f s  o f  the  c la ss  had m ad e  th e ir  

m e m en to  g i l t  to  A lm a  M a ter  in  sh ar in g  

th e  e x p e n s e  r ecen t ly  in c id en t  in  ref it t ing  . 

th e  College  A u d i to r iu m  and th a t  the  

y o u n g  men o f  tlie c la ss  had g iv e n  a b eau 

t i f u l  e lectr ic  fixture fo r  the  rostrum  o f  

th e  A u d i tor iu m .

The  o th er  m em b ers  o f  the c la ss  spoke  

on C o m m en ce m en t  D ay .

Sec o n d  D a y — T he Serm on.

The  b acca lau re a te  serm on b y  R ev .  J.

I". B u rn e t t ,  I). I)., Sec .  o f  th e  A m er ican  

( 'h r i s t ia n  C on ven t ion  which  has  i ts  head  

offices in the  c i t y  o f  D a y to n ,  0 . ,  and w hich  

has un der  i t s  contro l  all C h r is t ian  c h urch 

es ?n the U n i t ed  S t a te s  and C anada ,  o p 

e ra t in g  e x te n s iv e  m iss io n  s ta t io n s  in  J a -  

I'an, P o r to  Rico, Sou th  A m er ica ,  and has  

un.der i ts  contro l  a lso  the e ducat ion a l ,  

I>ublishing and m is s io n a r y  in t e r e s t s o f t h e  

C hris t ian  d en o m in a t io n ,  occurred on the  

m o r n iu g  o f  J u n e  2 at 11 iliO o ’clock.  Dr.  

B u r n e t t  had com e all the  w a y  fr o m  c en 

tral I ow a  to  d e l iver  his  m e s sa g e  to the  

m em b ers  o f  the  S en io r  Class.  H i s  c o m 

in g  had been looked  fo r w a r d  to  w ith  iren- 

uine  p le asu r e  by al l th ose  who k n ev  hi-- 

pow er  as  a p u lp it  orafur. Dr. Bu.'-Aelt 

chose  a s  his  tex t  Tim. 4 : l ( i  and s p o k e  in 

part  as  fo l l o w s :

“ T he  s u c ce s s fu l  l i f e  is  one  th a t  rec o g 

n ize s  i ts  u n ity .  P a u l  un ders tood  (he  u n i 

ty  o f  l i f e  and sa id  “ th is  one th in g  I d o . ”  

Tliere are tw o  w o rd s  o f  the  t e x t  th a t  

should  be e sp ec ia l ly  e m p h a s iz e d :  T h y s e l f  

and H eed .  T h ere  i s  a p e r s o n a l i ty  o f  

which  ev er y  normal l i f e  is  fu n d a m e n t a l  

success .  The n w d s ,  tak e  heed,  ord in ar i ly  

m ean to  li s ten ,  to look, but in  th is  con 

n ec t ion  it m ea n s  to  gr ip ,  to  grasp ,  to  

hold. T he  i l lu s tra t ion  is  th a t  o f  a  fa r 

m er  w h o  is  inex i)er ienced and w h e n  he  

is  abou t  to  beg in  a fu r r o w  an old expe-  

rienc.ed f a r m e r  says ,  “ Y o u n g  m an ,  the  

su r fa c e  o f  the  ground is  u n ev e n ;  g e t  a 

firm hold  upcm the  p low  h a n d le s . ”  That  

is  the p h i lo so p h y  o f  the text  and the  a d 

v ice  o f  the  good and w ise  P au l ,  and I h a \ e  

(‘om e to  voca l ixe  a n d  em p h a s iz e  in the  

m o s t  p r a c t ica l  w a y  the  sou n d  a d v ice  o f  
th is  old H ebrew .

“ T h e ra  are tw o  sp h eres  in  which  th is  

p e r so n a l i ty  m a y  find o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  e x 

press ion .  <^ne o f  th ese  s p h er es  is  the  

world  o f  flesh an d  th in g s  in to  w h ich  wo  

are  born w’i th o u t  a n y  con sc iou s  k n o w led g e  

upon our part ,  and the o th er  is the  world  

o f  s p ir i tu a l  ve r i t i e s  in to  which  w e  are born  

ith  our  full k n o w led g e  an d  consent.  

Our bir th  in to  th is  world  g iv e s  us a r ig h t  

to  api>ropriate all  th e  b le s s in g s  o f  the  

world ,  a n d  the  sa m e  is  true  o f  th e  birth  

in to  the  k in g d o m  o f  sp ir i tu a l  l i fe .

“ T here  are three  g rea t  la w s  which  m u st  

be a p p l ie d  to  l i f e  in both th es e  spheres  

i f  l i f e  is  to reach i t s  best .  The law  o f  

sup p r ess ion  m u st  be  app l ied  to  all the  

fu n c t io n s  o f  th e  soul,  w’hich l ie  ben ea th  

the  s p ir i tu a l  birth  line,  such a s  c o m b a t iv e 

n e s s ,  a c q u is i t i v e n e s s ,  s e l f - e s t e e m  and o th 

ers  o f  l ike  character .  T h e  law  o f  cu lt i 

va t io n  m u st  be ap]il ied to all  th e  nobler  

( juali t ies  o f  l i f e  a n d  to th o se  hor>i 

with our b irth  in to  the s p ir i tu a l  k in g 

dom. The law  o f  iu i[)artation m u st  be  a p 

plied to  al l the  p o w ers  o f  l i f e  by  which  

we are  m ude cajiable  o f  serv ing .  The  

la w  o f  f r e e ly  g i \ i n g  because  o f  hav in g  

fr e e l y  rece ived  is a bso lu te  and un iver 

sal. It is the  law o f . G o d  in  all t h i n g s . ”

B a cc a la u re a te  A dd ress .

On th e  e \ e n i n g  o f  th is  d a y  P re s id e n t  

H a r p e r  de l ive red  his  l )acca laureate  ad 

dress  from ]?om. 12,11, d e d u c in g  a s  the  

th em e  o f  the o c ca s io n :  L i f e ’s B a s ic  P r in 

c ip les .  which  be r eg a rd ed  as  A t te n t io n  

to  B u s in ess ,  E n th u s ia sm  in S erv ice ,  and  

D edica t ion  to  Ood.

A s  th e  F a c u l ty  h a \ e  d ec ided  to p r in t  

th is  ad d ress  in the  V a c a t io n  N u m b e r  o f  

the  B u l le t in ,  w e  do n(jt g iv e  a s y n o p s is  

o f  it here.

T hird  D a y — B o a rd  o f  T ru stees .

The th ird  d a y  o f  (-ommencement,  -Tune 

■T, w a s  g iv en  over  to  the  s e s s io n s  o f  tho  

B oard  o f  T ru stees ,  w hose  m em b ers  are  
as  fo l l o w s ;

W . H a r j ’er, p r e s id en t ,  ex-off ic io; Dr. 

P. H .  P’lemin'r. sec re ta ry .  O reen vil le ,  O.; 

a .  W . T ru it t ,  Suffo lk ,  V a . ;  J .  B ea le  J o h n 

son and K e m p  B, .Johnson. Carrletics, V,

' : Rev. J .  W, W'fl lcus and Dr. ([. S. 

M’atson ,  F lon  C o l le /e .  N.  C.; Dr. R.  M. 

M orrow, B u r l in g to n ,  N .  C . ; S e n a t o r  J .  E.  

W e s t ,  Suffo lk .  V a , ;  J o h n  A .  M il ls ,  Ral-  

e i7h .  N.  C.; A .  T. H o l la n d  and W m . II. 

Jo n e s ,  Jr.; Suffo lk ,  V a . ;  Dr. J .  P r e s s le y  

B a rre t t ,  D a y to n ,  O h io ;  Dr. W . W . S t a 

ley ,  Suffolk ,  A a . ; Rev.  W .  G. C lem ents ,  

.Morrisvil le, N .  (' .;  C. A .  Sh oop ,  Suffo lk ,  

A'a.; C ongressm an E. E. H o l la n d ,  W a s h 

in g ton ,  1). I), s .  F'armer. N e w s  F erry ,

V a :  and Capt.  W i l l i s  J .  L ee ,  N o r fo lk ,  Va.

The p r e s i d e n t ’s rep ort  w a s  read  and  

s h o w ed  th e  co l lege  in m ost  e x c e l le n t  con 

d it ion  financia lly .  D u r in g  the  y e a r  the  

Sp ec ia l  F u n d  o f  F i f t y  T housand  D o l lar s  

w as  c om p le ted ,  and bes ides  spec ia l  d o 

na t ion s  amountino- to  $4 ,925 fo r  current-  

evj)e i i 'es  se\'er;.I m in or  im p ro v e m e n ts  w ere  

made.  The to ta l  d is b u rs e m e n ts  fo r  the  

current e x p e n s e s  o f  th e  y e a r  w ere  sh ow n  

to  be •1-'45,2ll2.7,’i. The T re a s u r er 's  re-  

])ort sh ow ed  all a c co u n ts  paid  in fu l l ,  and  

that there  were no o u t s ta n d in g  bi l ls .  The  

p r e s id e n t ' s  report  sh ow ed  th e  tota l  e n 

ro l lm ent  to  be  for  the  y e a r  as  fo l l o w s :  

G raduate  s tu d e n ts ,  2.'!; un d ergrad u ate s ,  

22S; normal pupiKs, 17;  to ta l .  2G.S— the  

largest  enr o l lm en t  in E lo n ' s  h is tory .  T hese  

s tu d e n t s  r ep re sen t  the  f o l l o w i n g  s ta te s  

and c o u n tr ie s :  N o r th  Carolina.  197;  V ir -  

"■inia, .52; A lab am a,  2 ;  T en n essee ,  ,3; W e s t  

V i r d n i a .  1; P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  2 ;  Ohio, 4 ;  

T exas .  1 ;  ( ieorg ia ,  M a ry la n d ,  1 ;  D i s 

tr ic t  o f  Colum bia ,  1-, Cuba, 1.

S o c i e t y  R e p r es e n ta t iv e s .

The  e v e n in g  o f  the  th ird  d a y  w a s  tak en  

up w ith  the  or-i tions  and e s s a y s  o f  the  

three  l i t er ary  s o c ie ty  r ep re s en ta t iv e s ,  w ho  

were as  f o l l o w s :  th e  P s ip h e l ia n  Soc ie ty ,  

M iss V ir g ie  E s t e l l e  B ea le ,  W in d so r ,  Va.,  

and M iss  P e a r le  F o g lem a n ,  B u r l in g ton ,  

N. C.;  th e  P h i lo lo g ia n  S o c ie ty ,  Mr.  J .  F.  

M organ ,  S p ies ,  N .  C. and Mr. A.  T. B anks ,

M cC ullers ,  N .  C . ; the  Clio S o c ie ty ,  Mr.  

F. F. M yrick ,  B e n n e t t ,  N .  C., and Mr. 

C. W. R ountree ,  C ypress  Chapel ,  V a .

M iss  V irg ie  B ea le  w a s  th e  first speaker,  

s u b je c t :  M a fg a r e t  J u n k in  P r e s t o n — A n  

Aiij irec iation .  Sh e  s h o w ed  g rea t  f a m i l 

i a r i ty  w ith  her  s u bjec t  and sp ok e  in s u b 

s ta n c e  as  f o l l o w s :  “ In  th e  g reen es t  o f  

\  ir g in ia  v a l le y s  is  s i tu a ted  the tow n  o f  

L ex in g to n ,  where  is lo ca ted  W a s h in g t o n  

and Lee  U n iv e r s i t y .  In 1S4S Dr. G eorge  

J u n k in  cam e to  a ssu m e  th e  presid en cy .  

H is  d au gh te r ,  M argaret ,  w as  h ig h ly  e d u 

cated ,  | io s s e s s in g  a nob le  and a dm irab le  

d isp os i t ion ,  com bin ed  w ith  m a n y  o th er  e x 

cel len t  q u a l i t ie s  and c haracter is t ic s ,

“ S h e  was  a ta le n ted  poet ,  r a n k in g  w ith  

I anier ,  H a y n e ,  and T im rod  in  culture ,  

im a g in a t io n ,  and f e r t i l i t y ,  an d  m a s ter y  

o f  the  te i'hni(|ue  o f  her  art.  Sh e  p o s se s s 

ed l a r e  ry th m ica l  m e lo d y  o f  e xp ress ion  

and an ex q u is i te  ear  fo r  m usic  in  the  

hi'O'best S)iirifual sense .

“ In m e m ory  and r e c o s n i t io n  o f  her  ■ 

de l ic a te  and r igorous  w ork and d e l ig h t fu l  

d e l ic a te  and v igorou s  w ork  and d e l ig h t 

fu l  g i f t ,  som e  old .Mortality m ig h t  fit

t in g ly  se lec t  three  o f  th e  lo v e l ie s t  w ord s  

in our la n g u a g e  and w r ite  th em  on ta b 

le t s  o f  P a r is ia n  m arb le :  W o m a n ,  P o e t ,  

S a i n t . "

,r. ( i i a r i i  s  We R ountree ,  rep-  

r e s e n i in g  tlie Clio  S o c ie ty ,  sp ok e  fr o m  the  

th em e:  I t e fe a t in g  (Oneself. H e  s p o k e  o f  

the  c o n d i t io n s  o f  p er m a n en t  su ccess  a t  

length .  .Mr. R o u n tree  sa id  in  jiart;

“ The  world  has  lo n g  s ince  l ea rn ed  that  

it  has  no need  fo r  a m an  w h o  fights  h im 

s e l f .  M an y  a m an  has  m issed  h is  ch an ces  

in the  b u s in ess  w o r ld  by b e in g  a fr a id  he  

c o u l d n ’t do the  ta s k s  in  hand, a n d  b y  t r y 

in g  to  m a k e  the job  fit h im  ra th er  than  

m a k e  h im s e l f  fit the joh.  The  w orld  

n eeds  m.en w ho are not  e x p e c t in g  s o m e 

th in g  to  turn  up. b u t  m en  w h o  h a v e  in i 

t ia t iv e .  tac t ,  sk il l,  in v e n t iv e  in g en u ity ,  

and men w ho can  m ak e  th in g s  tu rn  up,  

re-.'ardless o f  the  o p p o s i t io n  o f  th e  m u l 

t i tude .  One d e f e a t s  h im s e l f  w h e n  he be-  

I'ins to  harbor  in h is  m in d  th o u g h ts  o f  

dou bt  and d e s p o n d e n c y . ”

O m a n ’s  R ig h t s  w ere  not w ith o u t  an  

a dvoca te ,  th e ir  m o v e m e n t  r e c e iv in g  an  

in ipass ioned  prese n ta t ion  in a b e a u t i fu l  

e.'^say e n t i t le d  “ B ey o n d  th e  D o o r  Y'ard,”  

')v M iss  P ca r le  F o g lem a n ,  w h o s e  e s s a y  

w a s  v ig o r o u s ly  ap p lau d ed ,  w h e n  she  in-  

dul'2-ed in  such e p ig ra m s  as  th e s e :  “ H a v 

in g  s ta r te d  the  b u s in es s  o f  hu m an service ,  

w om an is  s t i l l  a w a k e  to  her  o p p o r tu n i 

t ie s .  to  her  res p o n s ib i l i t ie s ,  to  m an kind .  

Sh e  is  n ow  ijiore in t e r e s t ed  in th e  w e l 

fare  o f  her f e l l o w  b e in g s  th a n  in  th e  

sh ap e  o f  sk ir ts ,  decreed  by  P ar is ,  and  

new'est prob lem s in  bridge,  I .arge -bra in -  

ed, m.otherly -hearted w om e n  are  s t e a d i ly  

.nssert ing th e ir  p o w er  to  e x te n d  hou se 

k e e p in g  beyond p r iv a te  door-yards .  F o r  

in s tn nce ,  -the  pr im e  fa c to r  in  th e  Child  

L abor M o v em en t  is  W o m a n .  Mrs.  M ack-  

ay has  been a s tr ik in g  figure in th i s  eam-  

paism. A rm ed  w ith  the  M a ck a y  m il l ions ,  

a c lever  w it  an d  considerj ib le  o r ig in a l i ty ,  

h ow  ea g e r ly  s h e  is  s t r iv in g  f o r  th e  ed u 

cat ion  and p r o tec t io n  o f  poor,  d ir ty ,  h a l f -  

C ontinued  on p a g e  tw o.


