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M I N I S T E R I A L  A S S O C IA T IO N

W ednesday  n igh t  was time fo r  oiir reg 

u la r  busines meeting, the re fore  the regu 

la r  exercises were sho r te r  th an  usual. 

Tho’ there were not very m any  o f  the 

members j)resent, bu t  m ore tlian usually  

a ttend, we had a  good sp ir i tu a l  meeting. 

Hev. B. J .  E a rp  was leader, read in g  fo r  

our consideration tlie tw elf th  ch ap te r  of 

Acts. A f te r  im press ing  u p o n  o u r  minds 

w h a t  r ea l  p r a y e r ,  p r a y e r  t h a t  comes f ro m  

those th a t  have rea l  fa i th  in  God, can 

dOj th e  re l ig ious m ee t in g  w as  closed an d  

the t ransac tion  o f  business was begun.

B y  m otion  a  com m ittee  o f  tw o  w as  ap" 

po in ted  to ta lk  to those tha t  do not a t 

tend and t r y  to get them  in terested  in 

their  association.

Mr. S n r r a t t  is leader fo r  nex t W ed n es 

day  evening. W e are  sure we will have a 

good meeting. Come and  you will en joy 

it.
C orrespond ing  Secretary .

r. ir. ('. j .

O ur first m eeting  this year  was led by

iss Viola F ra z ie r ,  who conducted i t  in 

a reverential m anner. The subject fo r  

study was “ Glory.” The sc r ip tu re  les

son w as ta k e n  f ro m  th e  t h i r d  c h a p te r  

of first ( 'o rin tli ians . The leader had  a 

well p re p a re d  p a p e r  in  which she dis

cussed  g lo ry  in  severa l  phases. T here  

are  those who glory  in fashion, ( in )  so

ciety, ( in )  polities, w ealth , a r t ,  eloquence, 

and li te ra tu re . She showed us where 

these  e a r th ly  th in g s  w ould  n o t  s t a n d  u n 

less they w ere sought w ith  refe rence  to 

heavenly things. The consequence is tha t  

no p e rm a n e n t  _l)liss is foundj T h i i  is 

tlie result  o f  all those who seek th e ir  chief 

eu joym ent in the th ings o f  this world. 

Tn th e  end i t  p roves  th e m  a  b ro k en  c is t 

e rn  w hich can  hold  no  w a te r .  Such  is  th e  

result o f  all a t te m p ts  to  find p leasure  in 

I  he things o f  this world a p a r t  from  the 

( 'reator. God is the foun ta in  o f  living 

water a t  which m an m ay su p p ly  all his 

w ants , while still the su p p ly  is inexhaus t 

ed. H is  gospel meets the cravings o f  the 

hear t  fo r  happinesss .  F a i th  in  the g rea t  

a to n in g  sacrifico o f  Clirist gives grace  to 

the troubled  conscience. Let each one of 

us ask ourselves “w hat is the g rea t  ob

ject o f  ou r  life .”  W h a t  ever it m ay  be 

le t us seek i t  w ith  refe rence  to the glory  

o f  God, otherwise^ sooner o r  l a t e r  in  

e te rn i ty  i f  n o t  in  tim e, th e y  w ill be  fo u n d  
to have been b u t  v an i ty  and  vexation  of 

sjiirit.

A se lection  e n t i t le d  “ T he  M a n  o f  Lit" 

e ra tu re ’’ was read  by  r.Iiss T 'iun ie  Rie- 

dpll, which was taken  f ro m  the l ife  o f  

Xir W a l te r  Scott, who sought " lo ry  alone 

iu l i te ra tu re  and  in the end he found tha t 

his life was lack ing  iu th a t  which count

ed most in life.

Xow a t  the beg inn ing  o f  the yea r  let 

us p u t  more vigor into ou r  meetings, 

an d  s tr iv e  e a rn e s t ly  to  m a k e  these  five 

months the most he lp fu l th a t  have ever 

been known in the organiza tion . I t  has 

been sa id  t h a t  we n e v e r  g e t  m ore  o f  an y  
thing  than  we p u t  in to  it. The sub jec t 

next S unday  is “ anger .”
Lillian  ,Tohnson.

E d u ca tio n  should  lead  a n d  gu ide  m an  

to c learness co n cern in g  h im se lf  a n d  in 

him self, to  peace  w ith  n a tu r e  a n d  to  u n i ty  

'vith G od ; hence  i t  shou ld  l i f t  h im  to a  

knowledge o f  h im se lf  an d  o f  m an k in d ,  to

a  know ledge o f  God a n d  o f  na tu re^  a n d  

to  th e  p u re  a n d  holy l i fe  to  w hicn  such 

know ledge leads,— F roebel.

P R O G R E S S  O F  T H E  P U B L IS H IN G  

H O U S E .

Mr. C. W . M ontgomery^ T roy , Ohio, the  

su p e r in te n d e n t  o f  the  otfice w ork  fo r  the  

C h r is t ian  P u b l ish in g  A ssocia tion , h as  

j u s t  a r r iv e d  in  to w n  to  t a k e  up  his' d u tie s  

in  th e  above m en tio n ed  capac ity .

The new  su p e r in te n d e n t  h as  h a d  a b u n 

d a n t  experience  in  th is  l ine  a n d  comes 

h igh ly  recom m ended  a n d  a s su ran ce  is  

u n iv e rsa l ly  f e l t  f o r  th e  success o f  the  
concern.

The new  p la n t ,  a  handsom e $15,000.00 

equ ipm en t, is be ing  r a p id ly  ro u n d ed  in to  

shape  a n d  the  m an ag em en t  hope to  have  

th e i r  p ress  ru n n in g  a n d  th e  p la n t  in  fu l l  

op e ra t ion  w ith in  the  n e x t  n in e ty  days.

The p r in t in g  equ ipm en t will include 

i-esses of th e  m ost  m oddrn  type^ w ith  lino 

ty p e  m achines a n d  such  o th e r  im proved  

m ach in e ry  a n d  accessories  a s  a re  fo u n d  

in  w ell-m anaged  in s t i tu t io n s  o f  th e  sort.

T h is  p ro jec t  is backed  p r in c ip a l ly  by  

local cap ita l  a n d  w hile  re p re se n t in g  the  

co ns tituency  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  C hris t ian  

C onvention  is a t  th e  sam e tim e  a  d is t in c t 

ly  home in s t i tu t io n  an d  hopes fo r  p a t ro n 

age a s  such. A f t e r  th e  fo rm a l  opening, 

r a te s  fo r  w ork  will be g lad ly  g iven an d  

p r ices  quo ted  ch eerfu lly  on a n y  m a t te r  

which m a y  be han d led  by  a  m odern , up- 
to -d a te  p r in t-shop .

C H A N G E S  I  H A V E  S E E N .

B y  M a ry  E. A ndrew s.

Tlie result o f  (uir m issionary work in 

file up lift  o f  womanhood in .Vorth China 

is a large one. it would fill a \<duine to 

U'll ot what I have  •^een of such u]>Iifi, 

o f  the changes in homes ami li\ es when 

th e  ligh t  o f  G o d ’s lo v e  sh ines i n t o  these  
d a rk  heart.s.

Their  faces show the change. One of 

the th ings which most imi)ressed me when 

first 1 came to China was the vacant look 

on the faces o f  so m any  o f  the w o m e n ; 

and the reason was soon m anifest. Living 

a liife o f  'utjter ignorancei, never f ro m  

childhood h a v in g  been t a u g h t  a n y th in g  

beyond th e  common d u t ie s  o f  home, to  p r e 

pa re  food and  make the clothes an d  to 

em broider  her  shoes, how could any  wo

m a n ’s m ind aiul heart be otherwise than 

em j)ty? Ig n o ra n t  m others had no th ing  

to teach the ir  little children. The boys 

might la te r  go to school and  a somewhat 

la rger  iife be open fo r  /iiem, but fo r  the 

g ir ls  tliere was no outlook beyond the 

same na r ro w  l i \e s  which t h « r  mothers 

and g randm others  had lived before them. 

To be well m arried  was the one th ing  to 

which to look fo rw a rd ;  but m arriage  

b rought no b roaden ing  o f  the life. No 

m an  thought o f  his w ife  as a helpmeet. 

Love and  com panionship  had no place in 

m arried  life. H ow  could they have, when 

husband  and  w ife had never seen each 

o ther until  a f t e r  the m arriage  cerem ony? 

O f  course a  m an  m ust  have a wife to care 

fo r  the home and  bear  children. T ha t  was 

w h at all women were good for. No man, 

even though educated  himself, would fo r  

a moment th ink  o f  teach ing  his wife to 

read. W h y  shoid he? I  rem em ber well 

the jo y  w ith  which I  learned, d u r in g  m y 

firs t  y e a r  in  C hina , t h a t  m y  perso n a l  

teacher who had  ju s t  become a  Christian , 

h ad  begun to teach his wife. I t  seemed

to me a  long step  u pw ard ,  as  indeed it 

was. A s fo r  the women themselves, fo r  

the most p a r t  they sim ply  accepted the ir  

position  as som ething f ro m  which there 

was no escape. N ever hav ing  known a 

different s ta te  o f  things, they had  no de

sire  to  l e a m  to  r e a d  o r  to  h ave  th e i r  l i t 

tle gir ls taugh t.  W'e w'ere continually  met 

by tlie question, “ W hat is to be gained 

by i t ?  W om en can n o t  hold  office. W h y  

should they learn  to r e a d ? ” I f  a  w om an 

had a  husband who did not beat  her, i f  

she had  enough to ea t  an d  to wear, esi>e- 

cially i f  she were the m other o f  sons, 

w h a t  m ore could a woman ask ?  Living 

in  th e  n a r ro w  circle o f  h e r  home, fo r ,  only 

under exceptional circum stances would 

an y  respectable  w om an be seen in  the 

streets , know ing no th ing  outside, how 

could a w om an have an y th in g  to th ink  

o f  or ta lk  of, excep t th e  v e r ie s t  tr if les?  

No w onder th a t  m inds were vacan t or 

th a t  faces showed the vacancy.

The change came only g radua lly  and 

slowly, but it  has been a  very  g re a t  

change. As the gospel found  its  w ay  in 

to hearts, those who received i t  felt a 

new desire s t i r r in g  within. They began 

to w ant to learn  to read  an d  especially to 

sing, “ b u t ”  th e y  say  “ w e a r e  so s tu p id  

we can never lea rn .” A nd  indeeil i t  was 

no light task fo r  an  old woman, o r  even 

one in middle life, who never had tr ied  to 

learn  any th ing , to a t tem p t to recognize 

and rem em ber enough o f  these complicated 

Chinese characters  to be able to read  even 

the s im plest book. However, we always 

encouraged every woman, no m a tte r  how 

old or how stup id , to make the a t tem p t  

and  often  the success f a r  exceeded their  

brightest hopes. I t  was such a delightful 

experience to  find tha t they could learn 

to read. ?.!uny were the hours we s|)€nl 

in tho.se early  days, when we had no Bible 

women to help, s i t t ing  beside some old 

woman on her “ kang ,” going p a tien tly  

over and o \ e r  and  over again  some Bible 

verse o r  line o f  a hynui, until a t  last the 

words found lodgmeiit in he r  mind, and 

som ething  o f  t ru th ,  a  place in  her  heart. 

I t  was the \ e r y  d ru d g e ry  o f  m issionary 

w ork , i f  an y th in g  in such w ork could be 

calledl drudgery , but it paid. 1 th ink  o f  

one w om an,' Mrs. Chang, Mrs. C hapin 's  

nurse, w ith whom I worked daily , week 

a f te r  week and m onth  a f t e r  month, w on 

der ing  m any times w hether  she would ev

er learn  to read. B u t  la te r  she became 

one o f  our B ible readers  and  fo r  years 

did fa i th fu l  work in m any  homes.

But m any  o f  the Chinese women are 

verv b right and  (|uick to learn. One of 

the first women whom 1 taught in  Tung- 

chou was M rs. T., a woman who came into 

Mrs. C h a p in ’s home occasionally to sew or 

help with the housework, and  so had lea rn 

ed som ething o f  Christian  tru th . H e r  

home adjo ined ours, and  I used to go ev

ery day  to teach her  and her son’s wife. 

B o th  w ere b r ig h t  women and eager to 

learn, and iu their  hear ts  the gospel seed 

found  ferti le  soil. The elder woman seem

ed a lovable woman even before she b e 

came a  C hristian  and  she b ro u g h t all tha t  

was lovable into her  C hris tian  life. She 

was the first woman received by  o u r  Tung- 

chou church, aud  ou r  first Bible reader. 

I gave a  good deal o f  time fo r  several 

years  to teaching an d  t r a in in g  her fo r  th a t  

work, and she became a very  d e a r  and 

valued helper. N o tw iths tand ing  her closely 

bound feet, ( fo r  in those days no respec-
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table  women in Tung-chou had unbound  

fe e t ) ,  she w ent here an d  there, in to  all 

the homes th a t  were open to her, telling o f  

the Sav io r’s love and  everywhere her r e 

fined face and  w inn ing  ways and  loving 

sp ir i t  won a  w ay  fo r  the t ru th  she taught. 

L a te r  she became m atro n  o f  the boys’ 

board ing  school, b r in g in g  the same f a i th 

ful loving sp i r i t  to  this new work, an d  

liaving a  s t ro n g  influence fo r  good over 

all the boys she mothered.

I t  is in te res t ing  to  see the eager desire 

o f  the mothers, who have not had  the o p 

po r tu n ity  themselves fo r  school tra in ing , 

tha t  th e ir  children should have w hat they 

have missed. The consequence is th a t  our 

jir im ary  schools are  crowded, and  m any  

o f  the girls look fo rw ard  to the higher 

education  o f  the B ridgm an  A cadem y and  

W om an’s Union College. In  these p r im a 

ry  and  p r e p a ra to ry  schools, some o f  o u r  

best educated y o ung  women find scope fo r  

the ir  powers. One o f  these, Mrs. Si, is 

the d augh te r  o f  a se rv ing  w om an in one o f  

o u r  m issionary  families. The moeher, a 

C hris tian  woman, but w ith  li ttle  education  

herself, w anted  her  children educated, and  

this daughter ,  Shu Shan, a f t e r  p ass in g  

th rough  the lower schools, w ent to Pek ing , 

took the fu ll  course o f  s tudy  and  was 

g radua ted , bu t  before  the school had  reach 

ed a complete college g rade  Shu Shan 

came home and w as m arried  an d  now 

makes a  h a p p y  home for  her husband, his 

old mother, and her own little one, and  at 

the same time occupies the responsible 

]iosition o f  head teacher in ou r  gir ls’ 

board ing  school, o f  which Miss B row ne 

has chaige, her  husband occupying the 

same position in the boys' board ing  school. 

Miss Brow'iie finds her  a  f a i th fu l  an d  e f 

ficient helper, one in whom she has the 

u tm ost confidence.

All o f  ou r  C hristian  women can read , 

m ore or less, though  some o f  them  were 

too old when the t r u th  first reached them, 

to m ake la rge  advances in learn ing . M any 

a re  quite equal to the w ork  o f  teach ing  

o thers, and  o f  lead ing  meetings, an d  some 

can conduct s ta tion  classes in  the country , 

w ith  very li t t le  superin tendence  o r  help 

f ro m  the m issionary  women. A n d  it is 

not only those who are  in o u r  em ploy as 

teachers o r  Bible women, bu t  m any  o f  our 

other women, besides m ak ing  h a p p y  C hris 

t ian  homes, a re  do ing some kind o f  C hris 

t ian work. O ur  little M issionary Society, 

which first opened the eyes o f  ou r  women 

to a world outside o f  themselves, develop

ed la te r  into a W o m a n ’s C hris tian  Asso

ciation, and  still l a te r  became a  C hris

t ian  E ndeavor  Society in which all o f  the 

offices are  held by the native women, and  

most o f  the w ork is done by them, though  

we have a  place on some o f  the committees. 

They visit the hosp ita l and d ispensary  to  

teach the women th e re ;  they  go out on 

S abba th  a f te rn o o n  to  visit o u r  “shu t- ins” 

and  hold little  nieeling-s with them, or to 

heathen homes to tell the Glad T id in g s ; 

they  have charge o f  the ir  own and  o f  the 

children’s m eetings; they  teach Sunday-  

school classes; and  some o f  the older ones 

go out, now and  then, a t  the inv ita tion  o f


