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A. C. CONVENTION CONVENES
IN SESSION AT BURLINGTON

(Continued from page  one)

Eudenvor of the  convention.
The B urling ton  C hris t ian  church, 

where  the  convention  is  meeting, Rev.
G. 0 .  L ankfo rd ,  pas to r ,  has made e lab 
ora te  p repa ra tions  fo r  the  convention. 
M any  of the  delegates have never be 
fo re  been below the  M ason and  Dixon 
line, and the  local congregation has 
made every  possible  effort in  p lann ing  
fo r  th e ir  e n te r ta in m e n t  and  comfort 

while here, and  expects to  show them  
the  t ru e  m ean ing  of S ou the rn  hosp ita l 

i ty  a t  i ts  best.  The people of the  c ity  
of B urlington , too, a re  help ing  in  every 
w av  they  can  to  welcome the  visitors, 
and  hundreds  of automobiles c ar ry  the  
sign, “ A. C. C. Delegates— Ride F r e e . "
A t the  church th e  ladies have  p repared  
an d  decorated  the  class rooms and  audi
to r ium  of th e  church, p lac ing  po tted  
p lan ts  and cut flowers in  every  coneeiv 
able nook and  corner, and  the  conven
tion floor is  indeed a  place of beauty .

Opening Session 
A t 7:30 T uesday  n ig h t  the  convention 

was officially called to  order b y  the  
p res ident,  Dr. F .  G. Coffin, of Pa lm er 
College, Albany, Mo., following a song 
service led by  Rev. J .  F .  M organ, W in 
chester, Va.,  the  convention d irec to r 
of music, in  which the  convention hymn 

was sung.
Dr. W. W. S ta ley , of Suffolk, Va., 

who last  y ear  re t i red  as p res iden t of 
the  Southern C hristian  Convention a f t 

er many years  of service a t  the  head  
of th a t  body, led the  opening devotiou- 
al exercises. Dr. P . H. Flem ing, of 
die B urlington  church, wac in  charga 

of the  communion service which was 
the  closing i tem  of the  first session of 

the  convention.

Convention Sermon 
The convention sermon, p reached by 

Dr. Roy C. H elfenste in ,  of the  P eo p le ’s 
Church of Dover, Del., was the  main 
fea tu re  of the  in i t ia l  session, his  ad 
dress coming on the  p rogram  im m edi
a te ly  following the  devotional e xer 

cises.
Dr. H elfenste in  is one of the  ou'.- 

s tan d in g  m inisters  of the  en tire  de 
nomination, and  the  opening message 
he b rought to  the  convention on “ The 

Leadership  of J e s u s ”  w as a m as te r 
piece of thought,  eloquence and chal
lenge. V ivid ly  and  clearly  he delivered 
his  somewhat leng thy  sermon, which in 

rea li ty  was a  powerful oration.
Beginning  his  subject of ‘ ‘The L e a d 

ership of J e s u s ,”  he read  from  M att .  
16:24, and  based  his  message upon the 
words, “ Follow M e .”  “ These two 

w o rd s ,”  he said, “ embody th e  M as 
te r  ’s fa v o r i te  challenge to  men. He 

made th is  challenge to  the  young  ruler 
who asked w h a t  he must do to inherit  
e te rna l life. H e made the  challenge to 
Simon and Andrew, and again to  M a t 
thew, ‘Follow m e .’ On different oc
casions H e  made the  challenge as the  
climax in  his  requirem ent for Christian 
discipleship. ‘ I f  any  man will serve 

Me, le t  him follow M e . ’ ”
Continuing, Dr. H e lfenste in  declared 

t h a t  “ the  challenge of Jesus  is to men 
and women in every  condition and r e 

la t ionship  of l ife— ‘Follow M e . ’ I t  is 
the  challenge of pardon  to  all who have 
sinned; the  challenge of l igh t to  all 
w ho are in  darkness ;  the  challenge of 
d iv ine  guidance to  all who have lost 
th e i r  w ay ; the  challenge of p u r i ty  to 
a ll who would be  pure. I t  is the  chal
lenge of s t ren g th  to  all who would be 
strong ; the  challenge of fa i th  to all 

wlio are  in  doubt; the  challenge of 
hope to  all who are  discouraged; the  

cliallenge of v ic to ry  to  a ll who have 
been de fea ted  in th e ir  moral purposes, 
r t  is  the  challenge of love to  a ll who 

v o u ld  serve. I t  is the  challenge of the  
^ o n  of God to  the  sons and daughters  

of men.
“ In  considering the  leadership  of 

Jesus  the re  are  th ree  main observations 
th a t  claim our a t te n t io n — the suprem- 

ftcy of H is  leadership, the  n a tu re  of His 
lea(^ership, and  the  m otives t h a t  impel 

men to  follow^ His leadership.
“ E v e ry  person is following some 

leadersh ip— either fo r  good or fo r  ill. 
E v e ry  person ought to  have  the  in sp i
ra t io n  of some life  f a r  superior to  his 
own as an idea l tow ard  which to  strive. 

' The M an of Galilee should be the  

w o r ld ’s supreme ideal. O ther men

have been courageous, b u t  none so c ou r 
ageous as He. O ther men have  been 
wise, bu t  none who had so keen an  in 
s ight into human l ife  as d id  He. O ther 
men have  been true ,  b u t  none so t rue  

ns H e whose life  i tse lf  w as th e  ve ry  
inca rna tion  of t ru th .  O ther m en have  

loved goodness, b u t  none have  loved 
goodness w ith  such a passion as H e did. 
O ther men have  cherished wide hum an 

sym pathy , b u t  none whose sym pathy  
had  sucli an un lim ited  range  as had 
our M a s te r ’s. . C h r i s t ’s sym pathy  em
braces all the  ages and  all conditions 

of hum anity .
“  C liris t ian ity  res ts  i ts  care upon 

“ the love-challenge,”  the  e th ica l  chal 

lenge o f Jesus  Christ.  Those who fo l 
low the  leadership  of Jesus,  follow H is 
principles b y  p rac tic ing  H is 's p i r i t .  J e 
sus does not lay  down specific rules fo r  
every  case in  question, bu t  H e  gives 
g re a t  a l tru is t ic  priciples of life  which 
m ay be applied to every  case, and  
which i f  applied will solve every  p e r 
sonal and  social problem  t h a t  brings  
confusion and  discord to  th e  human 
fam ily . B u t the  princip les b y  th e m 
selves will not avail.  They  m ust be 
applied  b y  man. The princip les of
Chris t ian ity ,  like the  ‘ princip les of
mathem atics,  are  worthless unless a p 
plied. The principles o f m athem atic s  
are  absolu tely  necessary , to  erect a 
g rea t  b r idge  or building. B u t the  
bride or bu ild ing  cannot be  erected 
merely b y  the  p rinc ip les  of m a th e m a t 

ics as w r i t t e n  in  a book. Those p r in 

ciples must be applied.
Following th e  leadership  o f Jesus  

means to  follow Him in H is  devotion to 
H is H eaven ly  F a th e r  and  in  H is  love 
fo r  hum anity .  I t  means to  follow H im  
in His p ra y e r  life ,  to  follow Him in H is 

loya lty  to  the  Kingdom , in  H is sp irit  
of sacrifice and service. I t  m eans to 
follow H im  in H is  joy, in  H is m agna 
nim ity,  in H is  sincerity ,  in  H is moral 
courage, in  H is affections, in  H is moral 

a t t i tude ,  and  in  H is manhood. F o l 
lowing thus  the  leadership  of Jesus  
makes the  F a the rliness  of God as real 

to us as are  our ear th ly  p a re n t s . ”  
Concluding H is address, Dr. Helfen- 

s tc in  asked the  question, “ And w ha t  
have  we done to  realize the  hopes and 
prayers  of our fa the rs ,  and  the  desire 

of our Leader,  J e s u s ? ”  “ As a  denoni 
in a t io n ,”  he declared, “ we are  s trong 
er today  th a n  ever before  in  our h is 
tory. Our fu tu re  was never brighter,,  

i f  we are  satisfied in  m erely build ing  a 
s tronger denomination. B u t  i t  w as no t 

to  th is  end th a t  we were  born, nor  fo r  
th is  cause came we into the  world. We 
came to  preach a libera l  and  p rac t ica l  
gospel, and  to  lead  the  w ay  to  C hris 
t ia n  union. To be honest w ith  o u r 
selves and  w ith  our God, and w ith  th«  
Kingdom, we should e ithe r  s tr ik e  out 
the  sixth item in  our card ina l p r ic i  
pies, t h a t  of C hris t ian  union, or else 

m ake an honest and  unbiased  effort to 
p rac tice  th a t  principle  by  seeking union 
w ith  some denom ination  th a t  s tands  

ready  and  w a iting  to  effect such a 
union w ith  us. W e should e i th e r  a t  
tem p t  union as i f  we m ean t i t ,  or else 

quit t a lk in g  abou t i t ,  an d  p u t  our hands  
to the  ta sk  of s tren g th e n in g  our ropes 

fo r  the  sake of a la rg e r  and  more effi

cient denom inationa l life.
Wednesday Morning Session

D uring  th e  session com m ittees wero 

nam ed  on Resolutions, Dr. E. A. W a t 
kins,  Ohio, chairm an, A. J .  Brownell, 
Dr. L. E. S m ith ;  on p ub lic ity  w ith  Dean 

Geo. C. E nders ,  Defiance, Ohio, as cha ir 
man, and  fo r  the  com m ittee  on »roll 
w ith  McD. Howsare ,  D ayton, Ohio, a-̂  

chairman.
President’s Address

The o u ts tand ing  f e a tu re  o f the  sec
ond d a y ’s p rogram  of the  convention 

w as the  quadrenn ia l  address o f the  
pres iden t of the  convention. Dr. F .  G. 
Cofi&n, A lbany, Mo., p res iden t of P a l 
mer College, who has fo r  e igh t years  
been serv ing his  cliurch as head  of th is  
convention. H e  is an  eloquent speaker, 

classed among the  best  o f the  country.
B eg inn ing  w ith  the  purposes a nd  mo

tives  of the  fo re fa th e rs  who established  
the  church, he  sketched  in  a general 
w ay  the  g row th  of th e  denomination 

to its  jjresent s treng th ,  and  the  reasons 

for th is  s teady  growth.
“ For over a c en tury  and  a  f o u r th , ’ ' 

said Dr. Coffin, “ the  C hris t ian  church 
has been b roadcas t ing  a message to  the  
w'orld. I t  is  no t know n how m any  r e 
ceiving s ta t ions  have picked i t  up  and 
toled i t  out,  nor  how m any  have  know n 

its  origin, b u t  th e  message has  been 
tlie im p o r tan t  and  effective th ing . Our 
am bition  should be to  m ake  ours the  
holiest in  motives, the  pu re s t  in  life, 

the  most efficient in  service and  the
g rea tes t  in  s treng th . Low aims and
high a t ta in m e n ts  are never  found  to 

gether.
“ H ith e r to  we have a t te m p te d  to 

m ake the  principles of our church i ts  
sell ing poin t.  Their w orth  has  ju s t i 
fied the  most ex t ra v a g an t  th ings  we 

have dared  to say of them. They, have 
needed no revision in  130 ye ars  of ser: 
v ice— a unique ecclesiastical h i s to ry ,”  

continued Dr. Coffin. “ I n  v iew  of
these observations, i f  I  were to  ven ture
a personal in te rp re ta ion  of our con
fro n t in g  ta sk ,  i t  would be  first,  t h a t  to 

belongs the  ta sk  of all o ther  

churches an d  w ith  all o ther  churches 
to m ake  our divine Lord  supreme over 
all in a K ingdom  in to  which a ll  the  

ea r th  is  to  be  gathered . Th is  is  equ iva 
len t to  say ing  also, t h a t  we shall e f 
fe c t  a  common good in h um a n ity  

th roughou t th e  world. To enable  us to 
do these  tw o  th ings abou t which we 
are  th ink ing ,  five processes m ust be 

vigorously a t  w ork  w ith in  our body:
“ F ir s t ,  a b e t t e r  u n d e rs tan d in g  among 

ourselves of our purpose and  w ork. A 
la rg e r  volume of forw'ard-looking l i t 

e ra tu re  should be c rea ted  and  d is t r ib 

uted.
“ The second is  a closer cohesion of 

our forces and  u n ifo rm ity  in  our m e th 
ods. W e lose much o f the  value of 
concerted  effort,  so successfully  effected 
by  some o the r  denominations.

“ This suggests  the  th i r d  process of 
t ranscend ing  va lue  to  our plans, n am e 
ly, more n ear ly  un ive rsa l  co opera tion  

in m ak ing  th e  church  effective every 
where. N o t  only do m any  o f us not 
co-operate, b u t  th e  desires of some 
seem to  be  a g a in s t  co-operation.

“ A fo u r th  process ever growing 

am ong us should be th e  courage fo r  
la rg e r  ta sks .  Of how much tem erity  

has robbed  us we shall never  know, bu t  

cer ta in ly  of g re a t  th ings.
“ The fif th  process should be to
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en tire ly  to  the  sub m it t in g  of Reports. 
A f te r  the  m orning m edita t ions  con

ducted by Rev. D. B. A tk inson , of A l
bany, Mo., Dr. J .  F .  B u rn e t t ,  Dayton, 

Ohio, was first on the  p rogram  w ith  
his report as  Convention Secre ta ry .

Dr. B u rn e t t  has been sec re ta ry  for 
the  American Christian  Convention  for 
32 years, and  a t  the  conclusion of t h i

co-operative  m ovem ents of our day. 

These have  much to  offer us, an d  we 
have  a rea l  con tr ibu tion  to  offer th e m .”  

F o r  the  a f te rnoon  session repo rts  of 

the  various  d epar tm en ts  were subm it 
ted, as follows: D epar tm en ts  of S u n 
day schools and C hris t ian  E nde av o r ;  
the  Commission on the  S ta te  of the  
Church; the  S uperin tenden t of the  For
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filing of his  report  he m ade i t  know n * w a rd  M ovement, and the  Commission
to the  convention t h a t  he would r e 

sign. H e has been  a  fa i th f u l  and  e f 
ficient official a nd  th e  securing  of j  
w orthy  successor will not be an easy 

task .
R epor ts  were h eard  from  the S e c re 

t a r y  of Finance, John  G. M yers, P lea s 
a n t  Hill ,  Ohio; fo r  Fo re ign  Missions by  
Rev. W. P . M inton, Dayton, Ohio; for 
Home Missions by  Dr. Omer S. Thomas, 

D ayton. Ohio; fo r  the  D epar tm en t  of 
Education  b y  Rev. W. G. Sa rgen t,  P r o v 

idence, R. I . ;  fo r  the  D epar tm en t  of 
P ub lish ing  b y  Jud g e  O. W. WhitelocK, 
H un ting ton ,  Ind .;  an(i» fo r  the  Aged 
M in is te r s ’ Home by  Rev. Jo h n  B. Grovo 

' of Sprakers ,  N. Y.

on Organization .
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