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VET NEWS

{Continued from page two)

Army with a 15,000 boost to man
power, and with a substantial in-
creasment for the Air Force, which
will mean more draftees than the
estimated 220.000. The House Armed
Service Committee has already ap-
proved UMT and will present the
draft bill separately; however, the
House will not pass UMT.

The Vodunteer Flight Training Pro-
gram run by th Air Force for 17-24
year olds as a substitute for UMT is
scheduled for induction in Congress
this week. Rep. William (D., Ga.) is
now drafting a bill to set up Air
Force schools for the primary train-
ing for young men on Volunteer
cadt-like basis with the objective of
building a strong reserve of men with
flight knowledge. Cadets will not be
enlisted in the Air Force but will
wear uniforms and will be subject
to military discipline. They will be
paid the approximate wage of Air
Force corporal and will be assigned
into the Reserve component upon the
completion of the course. The period
of training will be 12 months.

The petition which was introduced
for a House vote on the Veteran
Bonus Bill for World War II, filed
by John E. Ranklin, (D., Miss.) the
author of H.R. 4927, stands no chance
of success this year. Only three sig-
natures of the required 218 were on
the petition on the time it was filed.
If 218 signatures could be obtained
then the petition would force the
Rankin bill out of the Committee on
Veterans Affairs and require a “yes”
ro °* vote on the floor of the

i

“‘no
House.

In the neatest parliamentary trick
of the year, Sen. Wayne Morse, (R.
Ore.), freshman member of Senate,
this week scored a big and long-
delayed victory for World War II
Veterans, at expense of Sen. Robert
A. Taft (K. Ohio), Senate leader and
would-be president, when the Senate
passed S-1393, so-called on-the-job
ceilings bill.

History of S-1393 is indictment of
almost complete failure of Vet or-
ganizations to follow through on vital
Vet legislation, in favor of headline
grabbing activities of questionable
practical value, also provides perfect
example of how-not-to-legislate, how
parliamentary procedure of Congress
may be twisted to avoid technicalities
if Congress so desires. and how poli-
ticlans can abandon “rules’” when the
chips are down.

Credit for final approval by Senate
of S-1393 rests exclusively with Sen-
ator Morse. Blame for the long delay
rests exclusively with Senator Taft.
S-1393 in final form provides that
on-job trainees without dependents
may earn as much as $145 a month
those with one dependent as much as
$180 a month, those with two or more
dependents as much as $200 a month.
and still receive the full $65 or $9C
a month subsistance alowance pro-
vided such trainees under the GI
Bill. When earnings exceed those
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QOf Puerto Rico

By Carmen Rolriguez

For years Puerto Rico, where 1
live, has had the problem of sub-
standard living conditions of the poor
men f the country, whom we call “el
jibaro” because of the way in which
they dress, talk ,and behave.

The most outstanding quality of
these people is their courage in
facing the problems of daily life.
Their living qugarters are clean, but
in every part of their houses one can
see the results of their struggle for
existence.

These unfortunate people work day
by day, starting before the sun rises
and laboring until after it sets. They
work in sugar cane fields and coffee
plantations, where they don’t earn
enough money to support their fam-
ilies properly.

They have many good qualities
such as honesty, loyalty, and a deep
religious feeling, but I think the most
important. as I said before, is their
courage. I say ‘‘courage” because
they really have it. They have to fight
against diseases such as anemia, vi-
tamin deficiencies, and tuberculosis.
which lower the health standards of
the people.

The whole life of the jibaro is
based upon misery and fear of the
future. The families are very large.
and they don’t get enough to eatl
They raise their families to continue
the same way of ilfe that they have
always known. In theiri faces the
jibaros have sad expresions, but in-
side they are happy, and their folk
songs show it. They don’t ask much
from life—just a house in which to
live, a pice of land to cultivate, and
some food and clothing.

Their education is not too exten-
sive because sometimes they live too
far from schools, or they have to
begin working when they are eight
or nine years old to help their fathers.

They cultivate p roducts such as
plantains and bananas, which later
they sell in the city. A jibaro can
be recognized by his straw hat, by his
horses or donkeys, and by his clothes,
which are usually faded and worn.

In spite of all the troubles they
have, they don’t stop worshiping God.
They come to town every Sunday
dressed in their best lcothes, and
there they go to the Catholiec church
to pray to God with all their hearts
for a better life.

The jibaros are white people; some
are short—others are tall. Most of
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become richer. Simone, Brown.
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