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VET NEWS

(C on tinued  f ro m  page  two) I
A rm y  w ith  a 15,000 boost  to  m an  
pow er, an d  w ith  a  su b s tan t ia l  in- 
c re a s m e n t  fo r  th e  A ir  Force , w hich 
w ill m e an  m o re  d ra f te e s  th a n  th e  
e s t im a te d  220,000. T h e  H ouse  A rm ed  
S erv ice  C o m m it tee  has  a l read y  a p 
p ro v ed  U M T a n d  w ill p re s e n t  th e  
d ra f t  b il l  separa te ly :  how ever,  th e  
H ouse w ill n o t  pass  UMT.

T he  V o d u n te e r  F l ig h t  T ra in in g  P ro 
g ra m  r u n  by  th  A ir  F o rce  fo r  17-24 
y e a r  o lds as a  su b s t i tu te  fo r  U M T is 
sch edu led  fo r  in du c tion  in  C ongress  
th is  week. Rep. W illiam  (D., Ga.) is 
now  d ra f t in g  a b il l  to  se t  up  A ir 
F o rce  schools fo r  th e  p r im a ry  t r a in 
ing  fo r  young  m en  on V o lu n te e r  
cad t-like  basis w ith  th e  ob jec tive  of 
b u i ld ing  a s t ro n g  re se rv e  of m en  w ith  
f l ig h t  know ledge. C ade ts  w ill no t be 
en l is ted  in  th e  A ir  F o rce  b u t  will 
w e a r  un ifo rm s  and  will be  sub jec t 
to  m ili ta ry  disciipline. T hey  will be 
pa id  th e  ap p ro x im a te  W’age of A ir 
F o rce  co rpora l  and  w ill be  ass igned  
in to  th e  R eserve  com po n en t upon  the  
com ple t ion  of th e  course. T he  .period 
o f  t ra in in g  w ill be 1 2  months.

T he  p e t i t io n  w hich was in t ro du ced  
fo r  a H ouse  vo te  on th e  V ete ran  
B onus Bill f o r  W orld  W ar  II , filed 
by  J o h n  E. R anklin ,  (D., Miss.) th e  
a u th o r  of H.R. 4927, s tand s  no chance 
of success th is  year. O nly  th r e e  sig
n a tu re s  of th e  re q u i re d  218 w ere  on 
th e  pe t i t io n  on th e  t im e  i t  was filed. 
I f  218 s ig n a tu res  could be ob ta ined  
th e n  th e  pe t i t ion  w ould  force the  
R ank in  bill ou t of th e  C om m ittee  o r  
V e te ran s  A ffa irs  and  re q u i re  a “yes” 
ro  “n o ” vo te  on th e  f loo r  of the  
House.

In  th e  n e a te s t  p a r l ia m e n ta ry  tr ick  
of th e  year, Sen. W ayne Morse, (R. 
Ore.), f r e sh m a n  m e m b e r  of Senate ,  
th is  w eek  scored  a b ig  a n d  long- 
d e layed  v ic tory  fo r  W orld  W ar  II 
V ete rans ,  a t  expense  of Sen. R obert  
A. T a f t  (R. Ohio), S ena te  le a d e r  and 
would-be pres iden t ,  w hen  th e  S ena te  
passed  S-1393, so-called on-the-job  
ceilings bill.

H is to ry  of S-1393 is in d ic tm e n t  of 
a lm ost co m ple te  fa i lu re  of V et o r 
ganiza tions to follow th ro u g h  on vital 
V et legislation, in  favor  of head line  
g rab b ing  activ ities of ques t ionab le  
p rac t ica l  value, also p ro v id es  perfec t  
exam ple  o f  how -not- to-legis late , how 
p a r l ia m e n ta ry  p ro c ed u re  of C ongress  
m ay  be  tw is ted  to  avoid techn ica l i t ies  
if  C ongress  so desires, and how poli 
t ic ian s  can aban do n  “ ru le s” w hen  the  
chips a re  down.

C red i t  fo r  f inal approva l by S ena te  
of S-1393 re s ts  exclusively  w ith  S en 
a to r  Morse. B lam e for th e  long delay  
re s ts  exclusively  w ith  S e n a to r  T aft  
S-1393 in  f in a l  fo rm  prov ides  tha t 
on-job tr a in e e s  w ith o u t  depend en ts  
m ay  ea rn  as m uch  as $145 a m on th  
those  w ith  one d ep e n d e n t  as m uch  as 
$180 a  m onth , those  w ith  two o r  more 
d e p en d e n ts  as m u ch  as $ 2 0 0  a month, 
a n d  s til l  rece ive  th e  fu l l  $65 o r  $9C 
a m o n th  subsis tance  alow ance p ro 
v ide d  such  t r a in e e s  u n d e r  th e  G1 
Bill. W h en  ea rn in gs  exceed  those

The Poor People 

O f  Puerto Rico

B y  C arm en  Rodriguez;
F o r  y ea rs  P u e r to  Rico, w h e re  1 

live, h a s  h ad  th e  p ro b le m  of su b 
s ta n d a rd  liv ing cond itions  of th e  poor 
m e n  f th e  coun try , w hom  we call “ el 
j i b a ro ” because  of th e  w ay in  w hich 
th e y  dress, ta lk  ,and behave.

T he  m o s t o u ts ta n d in g  q u a l i ty  or 
these  peoiple is th e i r  courage  in 
facing th e  p ro b lem s  of daily  life. 
T h e ir  l iv ing q u q a r te r s  a re  c lean, bu t 
in  ev ery  p a r t  of th e i r  houses  one can 
see th e  re su l ts  of th e i r  s t rug g le  for 
existence.

T hese  u n fo r tu n a te  people  w ork  day 
by day, s ta r t in g  be fo re  th e  sun  rises  
and  la b o rin g  u n ti l  a f t e r  it  sets. They 
w ork in  su g a r  cane  f ie lds  a n d  coffee 
p lan ta tions, w h e re  th e y  d o n ’t  ea rn  
en ough  m o ney  to  su p p o r t  th e i r  fam 
ilies p roper ly .

T hey  have m any  good qua l i t ies  
such as honesty , loyalty, and  a deep 
relig ious feeling , b u t  I th in k  th e  most 
im portan t,  as I said befo re , is th e i r  
courage. I say “co u rag e” because  
they  rea l ly  have it. T hey  have  to  fighl 
aga ins t  diseases such as anem ia ,  vi
tam in  deficiencies, and  tuberculos is ,  
which low er th e  h ea l th  s ta n d a rd s  of 
the  people.

T he  w hole life  of th e  j ib a ro  is 
based upo n  m isery  a n d  fe a r  of the  
fu tu re .  T he  fam il ies  a re  very  large, 
and  th ey  d o n ’t  g e t  enough  to  ea t  
T hey  ra ise  th e i r  fam il ies  to continue  
the  sam e w ay of ilfe th a t  th e y  have 
always known. In  th e ir i  faces the  
jibaros have sad  expres ions, b u t  in 
side th e y  a re  happy , and  th e i r  folk 
songs show it. T hey  d o n ’t  a.sk much 
from  life— ju s t  a house in w hich  to 
live, a pice of la n d  to  cultiva te ,  and 
some food and  clothing.

T h e ir  educa tion  is n o t  too e x te n 
sive because  som etim es  th ey  live too 
fa r  f rom  schools, o r  th e y  have  to 
begin w ork ing  w hen  the y  a re  eight 
or n ine  y ea rs  old to help  th e i r  fa thers.

T hey  cu l t iva te  p roduc ts  such as 
p lan ta ins  and  bananas , w hich la te r  
th e y  sell in th e  city. A j ib a ro  can 
be recognized by his s t raw  hat, by his 
horses  o r  donkeys, and  by his clothes, 
w hich a re  usually  faded  and  worn.

In spite  of a ll th e  t ro ub les  they  
have, th e y  d o n ’t s top  w o rsh ip ing  God. 
T hey  come to  town every  Sunday  
d ressed  in th e i r  b es t  Icothes, and 
th e re  th e y  go to th e  C atholic  ch u rch  
to p ray  to  God with all th e i r  hearts  
for a b e t te r  life.

T he  j ib a ro s  a re  w hite  people; some 
a re  sh o r t— oth e rs  a re  tall. M ost of
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th e m  have  g re e n  r  b lue  eyes, and 
the y  always have  a sm ile  on th e i r  
faces fo r  s t rang ers .

T h e ir  m a in  source  of am u se m e n t  is 
th e  r in a  de  gallos, w hich  is a oock 
fight, shooting  dice, an d  dancing. F or  
p lay ing  music, the y  use  guitars ,  
g u iro  and  cua tro , w h ich  a re  in s t ru 
m en ts  m a de  by them selves.

F ro m  th is  you can  see th a t  the  
p ow er  of th e  courage  th e  j ib a ro  has 
is s t ro n g  en ough  to  re s is t  th e  k ind  
of life I  have  described .

As E n r iq u e  A. L ag u e rre ,  th e  a u th o r  
of “L a L la m a ra d a ” , a P u e r to  Rican 
novel based  on th e  life  of th e  j ib a ro  
who w orks in th e  su g a r  cane  fields, 
th inks, o u r  j ib a ro s  a re  b e ing  ta k en  
by th e  ea r th .  By this, I m e an  th a t  
they  g e t  d iseases w hile  th e y  a re  
w ork ing  in th e  su g a r  cane  fie lds 
because  of lack of food, and  also b e 
cause th e y  w ork  so close to g e th e r  
th a t  w hen  one ge ts  a d isease  th e  
o th e r  one is su re  to  ca tch  it. I t  is 
my idea  th a t  i t  is th e  fa te  of th e  
j ib a ro  to  re m a in  living a life of m isery  
w hile  th e  ow ners  of th e  re f in e r ie s  
becom e richer .

Elon W ins, 14-9 
To Sweep Series 

W ith  Sanford
T he F igh tin g  Chris tians m ade a 

clean sweep ot the ir  series w u h  saii- 
lord, defeating  the Sp inners  14-9 in 
a slugfest a t College Park , T h u rsd ay  
April IStli.

Both team s pounded base hits with 
frequent regularity ,  bu t fourteen bases 
on balls by three S anfo rd  pitchers 
made the difference in the ball gam;.

t h e  Spinners  tallied twice on siai. er 
A r t  F o w ler  on a couple of hits and the 
same n um ber of e rro rs  and countered 
four times in the fifth before the young 
freshm an tw ir ler  gave w ay to C. K 
Siler, who finished for Elon. In th - t  
big hfth, the S pinners  touched Fowler 
for five hits, and then in tlie nex t in 
n ing they greeted  Siler with three 
runs as big H an k  N esslerode c’eared 
two sa tu ra ted  sacks with a lo n g  hom er 
over the left centerfielcl tence.

E lon scored three t im ;s  in the 
e rond  on wa ks t^  T h u rso  M s^wain , 

Billy Matze, Ed Ellis ’and Gene Cav- 
iness plus a fie lder’s choice to  F'owler 
and a bingle bv P 'c k  York.

T hen  Coach M al lo ry ’s crew  a t te m p 
ted to tu rn  the ball game in to  a farce, 
scorincj seven tim"s in the t '  ird o ' 
five hits and  four bases on  balls. Left 
fielder Lou Savini s tar ted  off the fire
works w ith a single and  then added a 
walk in the  sam e inn ing  as eleven 
b a t te rs  s t ro l 'ed  to the | lat".

Elon added four m ore  in the fifth 
in d  sixth to sew up the contest.

I t  was the second victory for bow ler 
and the seventh  in te n  s ta r t s  for the 
P'ighting Christians.

R ightfie lder Gene Caviness, who was 
hold hitless for the firrt time in the 
Guilford contest, came b:tc.k in sp len 
did fashion, p o l 'n g  th ree  singles and 
\ ' t ' ' ing  two walks for a perfect dav 
at bat. Savini had a double and single 
and Dick York t.vo singles to aid the 
victorious cause.

Sanford  2 o o o 4 3 o o  9 12 o
E lon o 3 7 o 2 2 o X 14 lo 3
. aiiiord: H arr is ,  Salter,' . A rlinger and 
H am , Cartner,  Stone.
E lon : Fow ler,  Siler and  Greggs, De 
Simone, Brown.
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A Welcome Waits You At
Acme Drug Jnc.
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