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Fun  ̂ Football And Fire Features Of Elon’s Homecoming
Hundreds Of Old GradsAnnual Dance Is Scene 

Of QueerCs Coronation
T h e  beautifu l coronation cere ­

m o n y  for Eton's H om ecom ing  

Q u een  proved an outstanding  

fe a tu r e  of tlie  1951 H om ecom ing  

B all,  w h ich  was staged  against a 
background oil co lorfu l decora  

t io n s  in A lum ni P.iemoriul Gym- 

na s iu m  on Friday evenii'-s. S e p ­

te m b e r  28th.

A ssem bled  students, a lum ni and  

fa cu lty  m em bers  form ed the  a u ­
d ie n c e  as Q ueen  Nancy Vaughan,  
su rrounded  by  the  m em bers of 

her royal court m oved  in  stately  
p rocession  onto th e  spacious floor  

o f  th e  gym nasium  for th e  cere ­
m o n y  that o ff ic ia l ly  conferred  up ­
on  her  the  right to ru le  over  the  

fe s t iv it ie s  of the  w eekend.

T h e  coronation cerem on y  was 

s ta g e d  at an early  interm iss ion  of 

th e  dance, with Matt C uriin , vice- 

p resid en t  of the  Elon S tu dent  

G overnm ent,  handling  the  m icro ­
p h one  as m aster  of cerem on ies  to 

ann oun ce  the  entrance  of m e m ­
bers  o f  the  Q ueen's court.

T he  sponsors for tlie various 

fratern ities ,  dorm itories and other  

cam pus groups en tered  from  

t h e  sou thern  end  o f  the  huge  
g y m n a s iu m  floor, m arching to 

t h e  strains o f  so f t  m usic  to form  
a h u ge  c irc le  in  the  m iddle  o f  the  

f loor. Each of the  sponsors wore  
g o ld - le t te re d  ribbons for  the ir  

sp o n so rin g  groups, and beautifu l  
bo u q u ets  carried by each len t  add­

e d  co lor  to  the  scene.

T he  sponsors, in the  order of 

th e  appearance and will; tl'.e name  

o f  the ir  organization and escort,  
in c lu d e d  A nne A bercrom bie, for  

C arlton  H ouse, w ith  L uther  

Barnes; M artha Berry, fcr  North  

Dorm itory , w ith  D ouglass R oane  

J a ck ie  N ew m an, for A lpha Pi 
D elta ,  w ith Robert Coyner; Sue  

M orton, for Iota Tau Kappa, witli 
S co tt  Quakenbush; A rlene  S ta f ­
ford , for the Day Stu dents  Organ  

Ization, w ith  R on nie  McIntyre;

B e t ty  Ja n e  B oyce, for  S igm a  

A lp h a  Chi, w ith  J im m y  Rhodes;  

H e le n  Jackson , for East D orm i­
tory , w ith  C harles Joyner; B etty  

S ta ffo rd ,  for  Kappa P s i  Nu, with  

P h i l ip  Mann; R achel M atthews,  
fo r  S igm a Phi Be'.a, w it'i Due- 

w ard Scott; B etty  P ee ler ,  for 

S o u th  Dorm itory, with Al Bryan; 

and R osam ond B rom ley , for  Club  

H o u se , w ith  R obert Ilarned.

(C ontinued on P ago D’o'jr)

WORK IS STARTED 

ON ELON’S ANNUAL
P age  P ainter , w ho is editor-  

in -ch ie f  o f  the  P h i P si Cli for  

1951-52, reports  tiiat everyth in?  

is underw ay in f ine  s ty le  for  the  

n ew  ed ition  o f  the  Elon CoUege  

annual. V irtually  all p ictures  

have b een  taken, excep t  tor a 

few  scattered  p ictures that have  

been  m issed , and proofs  w ere  

du e  back th is  week.
Editor P a in ter  announced  

that Joe  Sp ivey, wlio has been  

sports  editor  o f  M aroon and  

G old for tvva years, w il l  also  

serve  as sports editor  o f  the Phi  
P si Cli th is  year. He also an­
nou nced  that Reita D urham  is  

handling  the bu siness m anager’s 

duties. T he  engraving  w il l  be  

d one again th is  year by a com ­
pany in  Charlotte, and tiie  an­
nual w ill  once m ore be  pr inted  
by Edw ards and B roughton  in  

Raleigh .

ALL THAT WAS LEFT AFTER KITCHEN BURNED

ii

O nly charred and sm oking ruins w ere  le f t  of the  Elon C ollege  k itchen  after  f irem en  had e x t in g u ish ­

ed  th e  blaze that struck on Satu rd ay  night, S ep tem b er  29th. T he  ruins are shown above, w ith  the  

M ooney  bu ild ing  in  the  background. F irem en  preven ted  the fire  from  spreading  into  M ooney  

into  the  m ain portion  of the  d in in g  hall, w h ich  adjoined the  k itch en  at th e  r igh t in  the  picture

or

Enjoy Festive Weekend
COMMUNITY CHEST 

CAMPAIGN SLATED
T he facu lty  and stu d en ts  o f  

E lon C ollege  will be  asked  

w ith in  th e  nex t  few  days to  
contr ibute  to  the  annual C om ­
m un ity  C hest cam p.ii3 n, accord­
ing to  an ann oun cem en t m ade  

th is  w eek  by Mrs. V<̂ . T. Scott,  
w h o  is  cliairmuu for the  drive  

in  the Elon C ollege  section ,  
w h ich  in c lu d es  the tow n and  

cam pus and the adjacent co m ­
m unities .

In announcing  the C om m un­
ity C hest drive th is  yeai', Mrs. 
Scott  stated  that the  overall  na ­
t ional quota has  b een  raised  by 

about 15 percent, w ith  the ad­
d itional funds s la ted  to go  for  

U SO  work am ong the  arm ed  
forces. S h e  also sta ted  that  

stu dents  are not exp ected  to 

m ake large g ifts ,  but sm all con ­

tr ibutions w i l l  be appreciated.

Elon Stiidenits Still Eating, Despite Fact That . . .

College Kitchen Is Destroyed By Blaze
Fire On Elon Campus 
Inflicts Heavy Damage
The Elon stu dents  have  contin ­

ued  to eat, desp ite  a f ire  of un d e ­
term ined  origin, w hich destroyed  

th e  k itchen  w ing o f  the co llege  

din ing  hall on Saturday night,  
S eptem ber  29th, w ith  dam ages to 

ouid ing and equ ip m ent estim ated  

at from  $30,000 to $40,000 by the  

adm inistrative  offic ia ls  of the  co l­

lege.
T he blaze w as d iscovered  about  

9:30 o'clock in the even in g , w h ile  

virtually all s tudents and faculty  

were away from  the cam pus at- 

lending  the annual E lon-Appa-  

luchian football game, and the  

l ire  itse lf  v»as under control be- 

■ ore the crowds returned  from  

'lie  gam e about 10:30 o ’clock.

D inner  had been served  as usu ­

al at 5:30 o'clock on Saturday

even in g , and th e  k itchen  workers  

were fin ish ed  and gone  by 8:00 

o'clock, according to R. S. Hor-  

le l l .  co lleg e  d ietit ic iaa . Mr. Har­
rell h im se lf  and the k itchen  work­
ers first knew  of th e  f ire  w hen  
they  returned  to cam pus about 10 

o'clock to prepare a late supper  
lor th e  Elon and Appalach ian  

football squads.

T he burned bu ild in g  w as a 

f r a m e  structure, bu ilt in 1942 to 

rep lace  an older brick din ing  hall  
that v.as burned early  that year.  
In addition to the bu ild ing  iitse lf ,  
the  lo sses involved  m uch equip ­
m ent that was destroyed or badly  

dam aged, inc lu d ing  three  walk-in  

refrigerators, an ice-cream  maker,  

a m eat saw, a large  stove, a gas

(Continued on P age  Four)

STUDENT PRESIDENT CROWNS (^UEEN NANCY

1

crownR oger  Gibbs, president of the  El a S lu J en t  G overnm eat,  is show n a)>ove as he  p laced  

u p o n  the head o f  N an cy  Vaughan who ruled as H om ecoin ing  Q u een  during th e  final w eek en d  m 

Se p te m b e r .  L eft  to r igh t in the foreground of the  p icture is  seen  Reita Durham ,

Larry G aither, her escort; Rogor Gibbs, stu dent president; Nancy V:\ugban, 

nnd G eorge  E theridge, escort for the  queen.

maid-of-honor;  

H om ecom ing  Queen;

FLASHBACK
— 1942—

ANOTHER FIKE
Tlie f ire  w h ich  destroyed  the  

kitchen  w ing  of the  co lleg e  d in ­
ing  ha ll  on H om ecom ing  Satur­
day n igh t brought back m em or­
ie s  o f  another  disastrous fire,  
w h ich  struck the  Elon cam pus  

near ly  a decade  ago to  destroy  

the  predecessor  o f  th e  p resen t  

co lleg e  eatin g  estab lishm ent.
’Twas on January 17, 1942, a 

fr ig id  cold  Saturday m orning,  
that the  earlier  d in ing  ha ll  was  

destroyed, and the  fact that it  
ocurred in  th e  early  m orning  

hours w h ile  practically  all Elon  

stu d en ts  w ere  st i l l  pound ing  

the ir  p il low s was su ff ic ien t  to  

cause  far  m ore e x c item en t th a a  

did  th e  recen t  blaze.
T he old  d in ing  ha ll  w as  a 

brick w ing, ex ten d in g  northw ard  

at the rear o f  W est Dorm itory,  
and on ly  a f ire  w all  and the  

fact that som eone  c lo sed  the  

heavy doors lead ing  into  the big  

recep tion  parlor in W est pre ­
vented  the big dorm itory itse lf  

from  go ing  up in  f la m e  and  

sm oke.
T he new spaper  reports  o f  

that 1942 fii’e  stated  that the  

blaze w a s  d isco v ered  by the  

nigh t w atchm an about 4:30 

o'clock, and there  w as a graphic  

descr ip tion  o f  the  ex c item en t  as  
hallf -> dress« d  

out in to  the  

freezing  m orning  air
In the  e x c item e n t  fo l low in g  

the alarm, m any o f  the  g ir ls  in  

W est had thrown theix' c lo th in g  

out o f  the  w indow s w h en  it ap­
peared  that the blaze m ight e n ­
g u lf  the  dorm itory too, aud  

there  w ere  m any artic les  of  

w earing  apparel s t i l l  decorating  

the  shi-ubbery beside  the dorm  

w h en  day ligh t  i l lu m in ed  the  

scene.
It  w as qu ite  a co in c idence  

that E lon’s  a th le tes  m et  and d e ­
fea ted  an A ppalach ian team  on  

th e  date  o f  that other  din ing  

hall  f ire ,  too. In that case  it  

was th e  Christian basketball  
team , w h ich  le f t  w ithou t any  

breakfast that long  ago Saturday  

m orning and w en t to B oone  to  

d efea t  the  M ountaineers

Trustees Discuss Plan 
For Building Program

T he possib ility  and prospect of p lans to  com plete  the  long-range

a new  din ing  hall and som e new  
dorm itories on the Elon cam pus in 

the  not-too-d istant fu tu re  loom ed  

bright last w eek , fo llow ing a sp ec ­
ial ca lled  m eeting  of the  Elon Col­
leg e  trustees , w hich was held  on  

Monday, O ctober 1st.

The trustees m eeting , which  

had b een  called prior to the  fire  

that destroyed the  kitchen, was  

n ev erth eless  just  at the  r igh t t im e  

to authorize P resident  L eon E. 
Sm ih  to  start construction  at once  

of a tem porary k itchen  and to  

start im m ed ia te  action to raise  

funds for a com plete  new  and per ­

m anent d in in g  hall.

T his step fitted w e ll  w ith  the  

original purpose of the  gathering,  

w h ich  had been  ca lled  to discuss

build ing program  for the  co llege,  
a program  that is e stim ated  to cos. 
betw een  $1,000,000 and $1,500,000  

N ew  dorm itories, long  n eed ed  on  

the cam pus, are an in tegra l part 

of the long-range  plan.

The trustees  asked Presiden" 

Sm ith  to negotia te  an early  s e t ­
t lem en t w ith  the  insurance  com ­
pany for the  loss  su sta ined  in  the  

icitchen fire, w ith the insuranc  

fun ds to be earm arked for  re ­
plac ing  the  burned structure. The  

trustees asked that any nev/ kit­
chen equ ip m ent bought be  such as 

w ou ld  be usable  in a new  dining  

hall.

In d iscussing  the long-range  

build ing  plans, the  trustees  voted

(Continued On P age  Four)

E veryone was in fe s t iv e  m ood,  
ev en  the W eather Man, as h u n ­
dreds o f  old Elon stu dents  return­
ed to  the  cam pus for  a 1951 
H om ecom ing  w eek en d  that w as  

celebrated  on Friday and Satur ­
day, Sep tem b er  23th and 29th, be­
neath  c lear  autum n sk ies  and in  

w eather  that had ju s t  enough  nip  
of the fail season  to be pleasant.

T he S tu d en t E nter ta in m en t  

C om m ittee ,  w h ich  took over th e  

annual H om ecom ing  observance  

a year  ago with great success, car­
r ied  on in th e  sam e f in e  s ty le  th is  

year, and “F un  and F e l lo w sh ip ” 

was the keynote  of a program  th a t  

m eant m uch to both  present  and  

form er stu dents  of the  co llege.

T he old grads cam e back to  
find the cam pus ga ily  b ed eck ed  

in traditional M aroon and Gold,  
as the  various dorm itory groups  

v ied  w ith  each other  for the w in ­
ner's laurels in a decoration con­
test that was jud ged  by a sp ec ia l  
com m ittee  of alum ni.

F irst prize in th is  c o n te s t  w en t  
tr, the boys o f  East Dorm , w ho  

disgu ised  the h istoric  old struc ­
ture as a n igh t  club, com plete  

,vith accessories  that inc lu ded  a 

doorm aa. Second  place w ent to  
the boys in North Dorm, who  

decked the ir  huge  structure as a 

theatre  and advertised  a show that  
fea tured  the  M allory boys in  “T he  

Massacre o f  the M ountaineers .” 

Third place  w ent to the Day Stu-  

Jents O rganization, w h ich  as­
sum ed th^ task of decorating  th e  
Alumni Gymna.sium, >

T he H om ecom ing program  it ­
se l f  got underw ay w ith  the  annual  
H om ecom ing  B all  on F riday e v e ­
n ing  and continued  Saturday w ith  

a g igantic  E lon parade through  

the streets  of Burlington. S e v e n ­
teen open convertib les  bore th e  

H om ecom ing  Q ueen  and m em b ers  

of her  court, and m ore than tw en-  

ty -five  other  decorated autom o­

biles jo ined  the  convertib les  in  

the trek through the city.

Severa l  m em bers of the Elon  

foo tba ll  team  o f  1933, f irs t  F igh t ­

ing Christian team  to bring hom e  

a North Sta te  C on feren ce  cham ­

pionship, w ere  back a.s honor  

quests for  the  1951 H om ecom ing,  

and the co lleg e  was host to  a 

num ber of th ese  form er grid stars  

■jt d inner  in the  d in ing  hall.

PARADE STIRS ELON SPIRIT FOR GRID GAME
ijgemr ,

slBepy-fcyed ^and 

stu dents  tum bled

Ol

annualA portion  of the  g igantic  Elon p ii'.dc, vi'aich stirred tlie  F ig lit ing  ' . ' ’ . i. iljjn  spirit for the  

battle  with Appalacliian, is shown above as it form ed beside  the  co U ege  wall in read iness for the  trip  

thi’ougli B urlington. In clud ed  in the  parade w ere  sev en teen  gaily  decorated convertib les, w h ich  

carried the  H oraecom ing Q ueen  and the  lad ies  of her court. In t h e  foreground is the  Q u e e n s  car,  

fo l lo w ed  by that c f  the M :ii:l-of-Honor.


