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OURSELVES 

AND OUR HONOR SYSTEM 

(A G uest I^iiltorial)

To say tha t  the  s tuden t governm ent of 
EInn College is at a crucial point is to say 
noth ing new. Even If we have not heard  
th is  m o ie  than  once, any cne  of us should 
be able to realize th a t  th is s ta tem en t Is 
true . But why? Surely we have good stu- 
<lent m aterial to draw from fo r  leadership. 
We are  not lacking in knowledge of how 
to  proceed as citizens of a small govern 
m ent and as con lrc l icrs  of our own af
fairs. We have access to ty m p a th e tic  and 
helpful advice

Ifcre  Is composed a varied s tuden t body; 
varied in ages, backgrounds, experiences, 
religious beliefs, and  goals. If variety, 
then . Is the  spice of life and  provides 
personalities with the ex tra  som ething 
needed to make th ings “click," we really 
have a gold mine of possibilities. This 
mass of d ifferences would seem to be a 
ver i tab le  wealth  of clay, rc.idy to be 
molded Into w hatever form we desire.

All of us no doubt, have bcnefitted  by 
a*;soclatlons here. A good many of us have 
been helped in the  growing-up process by 
contact with o ther  persons whom we m ight 
never have met otherwise. We can. as a 
s tuden t  body, take m ature  views on import- 
r n t  is.sue«— w hether we do or not is an 
o th e r  qurstion.

Again, why do we find ourselves con
fronted  with a system which (alls  far  
fho rt  of whiit It could and should  be? I t  
seems to me tha t the reason we arc in 
th is  stage is tha t we have forgotten tha t  
sues virtues as honor, lespect, t ru th ,  and 
decency were existing long before we 
ever  came Into being and (uund ways to 
avoid them.

A s tudent governm ent, like a chain, can 
not be any s t ronger  than  its w eakest link. 
The Honor System here is an im p o rta n t  
link In the chain which i« ou r  s tuden t  
government, and the fate ot the  Honor 
System will definitely  influence th e  fate 
of o u r  .-ituiient govem m nt. The two can 
not be .separated. '

The Honor Council is not an agency which 
will necessarily make Elon College a be t 

t e r  place to be simply by f re q u e n t  and  
ruthles.s use of its au thority . It  is t ru e  th a t  
a good many happenings are  b rought to 
th e  Council, and  decisions are  reached  
However, it is with a view to th e  fu tu re  of 
honor on Mon's cam pus and not with 
malice to any group  or individual th a t  
such decisions are  made.

Of course, it is hard and even impossible 
fo r  everyone to agree on the  need fo r  an 
Honor Council and to respect the  decisions 
of such a group. An ideal school, with r e 
ference to honor systems, would be one in 
which the studen ts  gradually  could b ring  
about a condition of conduct th a t  would 
work its Honor Council out of a job. But 
we are  not living in an  ideal s ituation. 
Not one of u t  is perfect, and  for every 
perv>n who sincerely tr ies  to Uvc a clean 
wholescm c life, the re  may be soi.ie o th e r

cash 

on the 

spot

By LYNN CASHION

We as s tu d e n ts  of Elon College, owe a 
deb t of g ra t i tu d e  to th e  Board of T rus tees  
cf oui college, for its  m em bers have 
h ca id  our petition  for the  abrogation  of 
( '.im pulsory C hurch  and Sunday  School 
i.nd have ren d e red  a ru ling  en tire ly  fav 
orab le  to the  s tu d e n ts  cause. They are  
tru ly  leatlers who lead  with u n d e rs tand ing  

.••nd foresight.
However, 1 feel com pelled to  po in t out 

to my lellow s tuden ts  th a t  th e  d isca id ing  
of this 60-year-old ru le  does not by any 
m eans endorse  absence from  church . It 
have m erely t r a n s fe r re d  the  obligation of 
th e  individual s tu d e n t  from  a  du ty  de
manded by th e  college into a duty  tha t  
the  individual owes to  h im self or herself .

The Burlington Times-News, com m ent
ing in Its ed itorial column on W ednesday 
af ternoon  of last  week in reg a rd  to  the  
action of th e  Board of T rusteos, paid 
high t r ib u te  to th e  m em bers of th a t  body 
and p ia ised  the  wisdom of th e i r  act. 
F o r  the  benefit  of those who fa iled  to  see 
th e  ed ito ria l in th e  B url ing ton  pap e r .  I 

quote  It tielow:
• T rus tees  of E len College moved fo r 

ward wisely and with u n d e rs tand ing  yes
te rday  when they d iscarded a tiO-year-oid 
ru le  requ ir ing  s tu d e n ts  to  a t ten d  C hurch  
and Sunday School every Sunday  on the 
campus, when off cam pus, and  to write  
an explanation  of any circum stances p re 
venting the ir  a ttendance .

“Elon College is a C hris t ian  denom 
inational school. I t  has em phasized  Re
ligious Education, as a c h a rac te r  building 
s truc tu re , along w ith Us p rogressive  aca
dem ic curriculum s.

“Action of the  t ru s tees  supports  a reso
lution of p ro tes t  adopted  by the  s tu d e n t  
leg isla ture , ad ressed  to  th e  t ru s te e s  on 
J a n u a ry  15.

"The resolu tion  said forced a t tendance  
violates C hris tian  p r incip les  because it 
deprives s tu d e n ts  ot th e  p r iva te  ju d g m en t  
and liberty  of conscience.

“The resolu tion  po in ted  cu t  fu r th e r ,  th a t  
the  req u irem e n t  was d e tr im en ta l  to th e  
school s honcr  system because it en cour 
aged s tuden ts  to  forge a t ten d an ce  slips. 
S tuden ts  who failed  to a t ten d  services two 
Sundays w ere pun ished  by th e  loss of
an academ ic q u a r te r  hour.

"R ules and regu la tions th a t  im pose or 
seek to  impede, chu rch  a t ten d an ce  defea t  
th e ir  purpo.se how ever w ell-founded  in
sp ir i tua l  in ten t  to be constructive. The 
freedom , liberty-loving A m erican  d islikes 
force in any form. He d islikes it m ore 
when it  seeks to d ic ta te  his a d h e ren ce  to  
any relig ious r i tua l  excep t of h is  own 
choice, or church  a t tendance .

“T h ere  is a wholesome, in sp ira t iona l  up
lift  in th e  a tm o sp h e re  cf worship. But 
the  appeal  m ust  be personal,  volun tarily  
express ive  of the  desire , if it becomes 
i ix e d  iind com fort ing  in  th e  everyday 
life of the  individual.

“Action of th e  tru.stees of Flon College 
rem oves th e  cause of one cam pus sin, b it 
te rn ess  against a reg u la tio n  a t tem p tin g  
force in th e  m a t te r  of church  a t ten d an ce  
and in m any instances “fo rg e r ie s ’’ ind i 
cating  a t ten d an ce  to  avoid penalties .

T h e  p resen t  “i r e e d o m  r e i g n s ’ in th e
m a t te r  of church  a t ten d an ce  on o r  off
th e  cam pus should  w itness g ie a te r  at- 
Ita idance, su p le m e n t in g  iHo I who a t 
ten d  church  and Sunday  School regu la rly  
w ithout compulsion by those  who feci bet
te r  about it now th a t  they  may decide lo r  
them selves. The i tu d e n t  leg is la tu ie  should  
lend every  possible enco u rag em en t  to  reg 
u la r  a t ten d an ce  by a l l”

MORE IMPRE.SSIONS ABOUT AMERICA AND

re.<-son who looks fo r  th e  op p o rtu n ity  to do 
what he and society know to be wrong.

It is necessary  fo r  th is  reason  to have a 
body with th e  responsib ili ty  of t ry in g  to  
encourage  r igh t  th ink ing , and to  pun ish  
violators. Decisions w hich a p p e a r  harsh  
to  m any people  a re  not in tended  as such. 
The fu tu re  policies of th is  college depend  
cn w hat we do wit 'i  challenges today. 
W h e th e r  Or not Elon College will be r e 
spected in years  to come depends upon 
th e  choices m ade by h e r  s tu d e n t  body now.

F a r  m ore im portan t,  though , th an  the  
ex is tence  of an H onor Council on the  cam 
pus Is th e  ex is tence  of honor an d  rig.ht- 
th ln k in g  in th e  m inds and  h e a r ts  of o u r 
selves. We can do som eth ing  about this, 
but it will re q u ire  tim e— tim e to educate  
ourse lves in hold ing h igh  ideals  and  tim e 
to develop  a N 't t e r  pholo.sophy c f  con
duct. When we come a round  to  realizing 
th a t ,  a f t e r  all. only those  th in g s  which 
a re  good and r ig h t  have been  strong  
enough  to last for years ,  th en  we may be
g in  to th in k  of ou rse lves as m aking  p ro 
g ress  in a way becom ing to  college s tu 
d e n ts — J u d y  Ingram .

Something About Customs In Holland
(EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the < 

th ird  and final a r tic le  of a ser- I 
ies of fea tu re s  w ritten  by an  j 
Elon exchange s tu d e n t from | 

Holland.)

By LUUK GRO LT

D uiing  my stay here  a t  Elon 
I have had  a chance to observe 
an d  take  p a i t  in A merican col
lege life, and  I have been able 
to observe m any th ings  in the 
life of th e  people of th e  o u ts id e , 
world, but I am anxious to learn 
m o ie  of everyday life in Am er

ica.
With th a t  in view, I plan dur

ing th e  com ing su m m er to go to 
C a lifo in ia  to visit my Dutch girl 
l 'j)€nd, ,going| by th e  souijhern 
lo u te  and l e tu rn in g  with her  by 
the  n o i th e rn  lou te . 1 had dream ed 
of h itch-h ik ing  to California, but

ummers. Right now it  is snovv- 

ling and freezing a t  home, an d

SAF'E f 'R O M  F L O O D  jm iss «  th a t  I canno t go ska tm g

Since the  publication of the 
preceding issue of the  Maroon 
and Gold, Luuk  Groot, who pre 
sen ts  here  the  last of h e r  a r 
ticles concerning h e r  experi
ences as a F u lb righ t  exchange 
student, sta tes tu a t  she has r e 
ceived news of h e r  family and 
th a t  the  family escaped in juries  
and damage in  the  g rea t floods 
th a t  swept over much of Hol

land  recently.
A t the time the floods struck  

th ree  weeks ago, she informed 
Maroon and Gold staff m em 
bers th a t  she felt th a t  he r  home 
cr^nmunity would be far  enough 
inland to  escape the  floods tha t  
struck when the  winter storms

everybody fell down with a thud 1 broke the  dikes in many places 
and said th a t  was som ething im- and  loosed a ravaging wall 0

possible lo r  me to do. My paren ts  
a ie  glad of tha t ,  bu t  still it  is a 
p i ty  to  th in k  of a ll  my dollars 
wnich 1 now have to spend cn 

the  Lu‘ ,

The Race P rob lem
Since  1 have no t  had  a chance 

to ta lk  w ith m any of the  colored 
peop le  them se lves, I have not 
learned  m uch abou t the  negro 
problem . Besides th e  good things 
which are  d ene  fo r  them , there  
a re  o th e r  th ings. I simply can
not say, lo r  instance, how much 

i th e ir  housing, as 1 saw it in 
C harles ton , shocked me.

I t  does no t  seem  to m e th a t  they 
can be b lam ed too m uch  for the ir  
morals, which are  p e rh a p s  lower 
at tim es th a n  those  of th e  white 
people, because th e i r  chances for 
a h ig h e r  educa tion  seem  limited, 
and m any people  still seem to 
th in k  th a t  they  have less r igh ts  in 
society th an  th e  r e s t  of the  popu
lation. Only a sho r t  t im e  ago, for 
instance, 1 hea rd  a bus d r iver  say. 
“ You colored people move to the 
back so th e  passengers  can have 
a s e a t”  However, I understand  
th a t  th is  is a d ifficu lt  problem  
th a t  canno t be solved in  a short 
time.

1 could go on and on telling 
you of m y im press ions and opin
ions, now th a t  I have been here 
nearly  six m onths, bu t  I am con
vinced th a t  a yea r  is too short 
to get to know everyth ing, and 
I often  wish th a t  I did not have 
to leave in August. On the  o ther  
hand. I ’ll be glad to see my fam ily 
again , because I miss th em  m uch 
and often.

Telling Of Holland

B efo ie  I quit I ’ll tell you some
th ing  m ore of my own Holland: 
which Is s i tua ted  no r th  of Bel
gium, west of G erm any  and op
posite England, T h e re  is a saying 
th a t  “G cd  crea ted  the  world with 
’.he exception  of Holland, which 
vas crea ted  by the  D utchm en 

them se lves ,” and th e re  is a lot 
of t ru th  in it.

M ore th an  half  of the  country  
is below sea level, so the land, 
Ahich is g radually  reclaim ed from

sea water to sweep over the 

country.
Such floods pose a t rem en 

dous problem for the  Dutch 
people, who m ust reclaim  the 
land from  the  sea and clear the 
soil of salt before crops will 
grow again. The au thor points 
out th is  p roblem  in this article, 
in which she te lls  of efforts to 
rebuild  the  country a f te r  the 
G erm an  occupation d u ri n g 

World W ar II.

the sea, has to be protected  by 
dikes against the  water. T he re 
cent floods are an example cf the 
p roblem  th a t  always confronts the 
Dutch people. The windmills, 
which are  often replaced by pum p
ing sta tions now, have the  task 
oi keeping the  land dry.

Except for a few hills in the 
east and south, the  land is com
pletely flat, so when we want to 
see mountains we have to go to 
o ther  countries, I will probably 
get to  see some m ountains here in 
America, At least I hope so.

Holland is the  most densely 
populated  country in Europe, I ’ll 
mention some figures, fo r  I no
t ice th a t  A mericans seem fond 
of them. The Dutch area is only 
$13,025 square mUes, and it  has 
a population density of 769 to 
the  square mile, compared with 
■(9 to the  square mile in the  
U nited  States.

Many Good Roads
T here  are  m any good roads all 

over Holland, and you see more 
bicycles than  anywhere else. This 
is also due to the  fact tha t  dis
tances are  much shorter  than  in 
any  o ther country.

One thing  th a t  has struck  me 
a f te r  visiting o ther  countries 
the  fact tha t  everyth ing looks so 
clean in Holland, the  houses and 
the gardens in particu lar,  and the 
gay, green meadows. One sees 
great many very old towns with 
walls and big gateways, and when 
you en te r  those you feel as if 
you were back in the  Middle Ages.

The D utch clim ate is a sea cli- 
•nate, with mild w inters and cool

S traight over th e  wide lakes  M d
along the canals betw een th e  

snow-covered fields,

Holland is one of the  o ldest 
democracies, and it  has fo r  cen 
tu r ie s  been  a haven of re fuge  foi 
those who have had  to  flee  th e i r  
own countries fo r  reUgious or po
litical reasons. I t  is re igned  over 
by Queen Juliana , bu t  in fact, she 
has to obey the  governm ent com

pletely.
W earing W ooden Shoes 

Many people have asked me 
about the  wooden shoes. D on 't  
th ink  th a t  everybody wears them , 
lo r  mostly the  fa rm ers  and f ish e r 
men use them , th a t  because they  
are  warm, dry and  conafortable. 
If you do not have fee t  too big, 
n i  be glad for you to try  mine, 
which I b rought with me. One 
also sees in  some par ts  of the  
country the  typical Dutch cos
tumes. T he one I brought,  lo r  in r 

stance, is worn in a f ishing vil
lage a t  tiie coast. T he younger 
people nowadays, however, p refe r  

to w ear th e  m ore usual and com
fortable  clothes, so th e  use of the  
old Dutch costumes is decreasing 

Our country  is now recovered  
from the  war, thanks to  th e  work
ing spirit of the  people and to  the 
help th rough the  M arshall  Plan, 
but the  country  was m uch dam 
aged, no t  only by the  bom bs but 
also by th e  wSter. Ju s t  be jp re  th t  
G erm ans re t i red  they  destroyed 
the dikes so th a t  miles and mile; 
of beautiful and fe rt i le  soil, with 
many farm s and villages, was 
drowned, and it  took several years 
before subm erged land could be 
de-salted, a process which w e : 

necessary before we could use it 
again to build op our orchards 
and to grow vegetables such a  
w heat and potatoes.

One Horrible W inter  

In the  horrib le  w in ter  of 1944 
the p a r t  c i  th e  country no r th  ol 
the  big r ivers w here  I live, which 
was not yet l ibera ted  by th e  F irs t  
Canadian Army was systematically 
s tarved out by the  Germ ans. The 
average caloric value of the  food 
rations, which before the  w ar had 
been about 3,000 calories p e r  p e r 
son daily, had  by the  spring  of 
1945 fallen to 400 calories. F in 
ally on ]\Iay 5, 1945 we w ert  
liberated.

I ’il ask in closing i t  I perhaps, 
can pu t some of my books about 
Holland, many with pictures, in 
the  L ibrary , w here  they  may be 
seen by all the  students, for those 
will show and tell th ings be tte r  
than  I can tell them.

I know th a t  several facts and 
opinions which I have told you 
were not too well formed, but I 
hope you will forgive me and 
make clear the  things with which 
you may disagree, and I hope 
too, tha t  you will ask me about 
any o ther  things you w ant to
know. I 

ed to tell ycu as much
am  sure I will be delight-

as I can.

Line 0 ’ Type Or Two
■B y  P A T S Y  M E L T O N '

H e held a ra ind rop  in h is  
hand , and as he did with o th e r  
lo\c'.y th ings, he cast it aside 
w ithout a thought.  “For, ” he 
thought,  “what is a ra indrop  to 
m e? I am  who I am, and  th is  is 
noth ing."

If only he had looked deeply 
into th e  jew el th a t  had  re s ted  in 
his palm! T h ere  was in its 
d ep ths  th e  sweat from  a con
ten ted  w orkm an 's  brow, a tea r  
from th e  eye of a p rayerfu l  
m other,  and a fragm en t of the  
e te rn a l  sea. T he  city was re 
f lec ted  on Its sh in ing  surface, 
and th e  meadows, th e  trees, the  
sky, and th e  m ajes tic  mountains 
m ade th e i r  Ijome there. A tiny 
bit o t - th e  infinite.

But all th is was lost on the  
pow erful, p itiful man. He knew 
only his own streng th , his weak 
niigjL. I k  w 'lL cd  cu t  into the

storm , his head held high. The 

ra indrops he had so callously 
d i.sregardtd beat upon him with 
savage intensity . His head low
ered. W hat had a m om ent ago 
seem ed un im portan t  was now a 
gigantic, ir res istable  force. The 
ra ind rops  had become a stream, 
a r iver, a sea, and the  powerful 
m an drowned in the 
a ra indrop . P roud  
T he e te rna l  is.

* » »

Leroy is a clown, 
circus sense of the 
nevertheless, he is „

People  go to him  when they 
are  depressed  and Leroy makes 
th em  laugh and '  
troubles.

But to whom can 
when his hea r t  î ,

Who can* understand  a clown's 
su ffering?  He does n o t  paint his 
face, bu t  the  e ternal smile he 
w ears is a mask, i 
geon from which 
escape.

Smile, L tru y ,  s&iilc though a

depths of 
power fails.

not in the  
word, but 
a clown.

forget the ir

Leroy tu rn  
is breaking?

cell, a dun- 
there  is no

knife is tu rn ing  in your mind.
gay and make us laugh! Who 

cares if you have a soul, a 
eart?  These are  the  words he 

hears day a f te r  day. Do you 
know Leroy?

*  ♦ ♦

The ugly duckUng swam 
around the  pond all alone. The 
o ther  birds and the beasts aU 
laughed a t  he r  because she was 

funny looking. She d idn ’t

f o f  sh ‘ •'“ " " in g  her,
for she knew tha t  someday she 

would be a beautiful swan She 
t r ied  so hard and p lanned such 
a beautiful life for herself, a n !

was contented and happy 
for a time.

Then she grew up. No sone 
came from her  mouth and only 

a ea r  was there  to IfrigMen up

n L n  hard
planned too high. She had not
developed into the lovely cre-
a tu re  cf her  imagination The

1 ^  and beasts stil i
laughed a t  her. She swam down 
the s i ieam  alone.

the

moving finger  

writes

B y M A TT C U R R IN

O W IN D  T H A T  BLOW S

I

O W ind  th a t  b low s 

f ro m  c u t  th e  d a r k  

and  th ro u g h  th e  l igh t .

B lowing o v e r  h i l l  an d  dale  

an d  th ro u g h  th e  co u n tless  

days a n d  n ig h ts  

T h a t  h av e  no  end.

T h e  day w as  c le a r

a n d  so th e  n ig h t  t h a t  showed 

th e  fu l l  a n d  s ta r ry  sky 

t h a ^ r a n  f ro m  e a r th  up , up , up, 

an d  a l l  a ro u n d ,

T he v as t  an d  in f in i te  space, 

p o r tra y in g  life .

Yes, a ll  is c lea r  on e a r th  tonight.

I I

W hence  does i t  com e?

W h ere  does i t  go?

T h a t  w in d  w h ich  ca lls  to  m e and you 

In tones  of bass a n d  t r e b le  too,

In  tones  so lo u d  b u t  y e t  so soft,

0  W ind, w h a t  song  fo r  m e th is  night?

I I I

1 lift  m y eyes  an d  th e r e  behold  a cloud 

so d a rk  a n d  f u l l  of f e a r

t h a t  I c ry  out,

Ifor w h a t  is th is  1 see?

T he  n ig h t  w as c le a r  , . . 

b u t  now  its  p u r i ty  h as  become ^

c louded  w ith  som e d a r k  thing.

Is it  r e a l?  j

O r  is it  s o m e th in g  lo d g e d  in  eyes 

t h a t  se a rc h  a n d  f in a l ly  see?

T he n ig h t  was l ig h t  a n d  f re e  and clear, 

b u t  now  i t  h as  a m a l ig n a n t  thing 

W hich seem s to  ro ck  th e  sky, 

th e  e a r th

a n d  even  l ife  itse lf!

T h e  m a jes t ic  tones  o nce  fu ll  and free. 

T he  v e ry  sou n d s  of b e a u ty  and life 

I  saw h ave  now  b ecom e a force, 

d es troy ing  a i l  w ith in  i ts  wake . . . 

T he  trees ,

T he  b irds, a n d  a l l  t h a t  once 

w as good a n d  bad .

My h e a r t  c r ies  out. . . .

“W hat w ill b e c o m e ,” I  ask,

“of a ll  t h a t  o n ce  w as c le a r? ”

IV

O n blows th e  w ind , b u t  now a gale 

f rom  m o u n ta in  p e a k  to  ocean shore 

and  sh a k in g  a t  th e  very  core 

Of all  th in g s  n o r th  an d  so u th  . . .

and  even ea s t  and  west.

“W here  will it  en d ?

Villl its  r e su l t  cause  

d ea th  in ev ery  h e a r t  

and  pain  in  ev ery  b r e a s t ? ”

V

0  Light, w h en  w ilt  th o u  shine 

and drive  th e  d a rk n e s s  ou t  of earth, 

and  sky

and  ocean d eep ?

But I b eho ld  a s t a r t l in g  t r u th  

th a t  W n d  an d  W a r  a re  one, 

r tnd  only t im e  w ill  p ro v e  th a t  light 

can co n q u er  dark .

And th e n  th e  sky th a t  once  was blact 

grows th in  in  one  sm a ll  spot.

And th ro u g h  That sp o t  a f lash  of light 

comes f lood ing  in to  view, for 

L igh t was over  D ark .

VI

T he dark  h a d  s t ru c k  

and  seem ing ly  h a d  e n d e d  all 

th a t  once was good  a n d  proud.

But in s tan t  of t im e  fo r  m a n  th e  ligW 

cam e th ro u g h  t h e  dark .

A nd in  a swdft a n d  s u d d e n  flash . • • 

th e  d a rk  w as  gone 

and l ig h t  re m a in e d .

A nd down on e a r th  M an once again ^  

l>egan to bu ild

th e  house , th e  s to re , th e  church.

Yes, all was l ig h t  again .

T he  w ind h ad  com e, th e  w in d  had  gone. 

A nd d row ning  ou t th e  fu n e ra l  dirge, 

th e  ch i ld re n ’s voices san£.


