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WEDNESDAY. SEPTEMBER 30, 1953

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION

The unfortunate burning of Prof. A. L. 
llook'i home last Friday night brought 
to th<’ mind of the dormitory students the 
problem of safety in case of fire, and 
members of our Inter-Dormitory Coun
cil can serve their fellow students im
measurably by conducting a thorough 
check-up on the number and location of 
fire extinguishers.

We may observe three facts from the ac
counts of last Friday night s fire. (1) Al
though the fire was burning in the next 
room, the Hooks needed to be awakened. 
(21 The local fire alarm shrilled for twenty 
minutes and failed to arouse many of the 
.sleeping <tudents. 13) There is available 
only a volunteer fire department, none of 
which is cn night-time duly.

The greatest danger appear.c to be in 
failure to awaken :ound-sleeping students. 
During the panic of a fire, some students 
may not be awakened by other fleeing stu
dents So. let us use foresight and meet 
• he need for a sepaiate fire alarm in each 
dormitory.—T T.

CHAPEL

The need to worship God seems to us, as 
students of a Christian college, self-evi
dent. We have the opportunity to worship 
Him in our chapel gatherings for Wednes
day and Friday. The crux of our problem 
Is, "Do we use this time for worship of 
God:-'

The noisy entrance . . .  the automatic 
drone of the Doxology . . .  the hymn 
the barely audible talk . . . another hymn 
foptional if the speaker U lengthy) 
the benediction . . .  the dash for the door. 
Where is the spirit of worshipping God?

Students need today a feeling of actu

ally worshipping God. Is it that the order 

of .service is outmoded for the spiritual 

needs of the student? Are the leaders' 

feeling with the students an experience of 

actually worshipping God? Or has the 

worship of God degenerated into an orien

tation program cloaked behind biblical pas
sages?

If the order of service not achieving a 

worshipful atmosphere, it would seem ad- 
visablc to change it.— T. T.

POST T RIBU T riH

Last summer an office light blinked out. 

A moment later a key clicked in a lock. 
I'-Mially this meant another day's work 

done, but that night it was as a conductor 

who places his baton on the stand and 

walks into the wings out of sight but not 

'■ut «f the minds and heart.s of his fel

low workers and vsitnesses of his labors.

Many of us have experienced his 

thoughts, deeds nnd many kindnesess. The 

highest tribute we can pay Dean D. J. 

Powden is that he is a Christian Teacher 

in the fullest meaning of the phrase, 

t o r  this we bless you most:
You gave much.

And knew not you gave at all."

• . . T. T.

nbullets 

in the 

bull's-eye

Bt t o m  T A R G IIT

Have >ou hea rd  about th e  frosh co-ed 
who a t  b reak fas t  one moininf- i. ;>.e.i d  
n fried  egg. :>miled sweetly a t  Jo e  M orris 
and ^aid, " I 'd  r a th e r  have mine scram 
bled." . . T he  dances in West Uoim pai- 
Idi s‘’cm  to be a nuge jutci- r-, . . .
Ciroot is en te r in g  the  Linivei. iij A nia iti-  
dam  this fall to s tudy English . . . Mike 
Moffo was back on cam pus la-it week
end . . . He's s ta tioned at Camp Gordon in 
Geoig ia  . . . The Bioiony D epartm ci.t  re 
cently  leceived  a donation from the  girls 
in West Doim . . . one old bat . . Unc.e 
Sam sent out m any greeting  cards this 
sum m er to men of Elon . . . Walt l ia id ing .  
Trank Waff, Johnny  H unter, Bill Andiev^s. 
Bob Hayes. Eddie Hoyle, and Don Graff. . 
all got invitations . . . Lynn Cashion, ex- 
p residen t of s tuden t body, is now a disc 
jockey in San lo rd  . . . Mis. Betty Sm ith  is 
now dram a d iiec to r  at A vere tt  College in 
Danville, Va. . . . The Oscar H ollands have 
a baby daughter ,  "K.im, " born Augiiit 2Ulii.

. . From a column in the Tw nple Uni

versity P ress . . .
F reshm an —"W hat do you mean by slink

ing the b»ll? '
Sopiiomore— "To sling the bull is  to 

pi event the professor from  realizing th a t  
you’re  saying nothing in a g ie a t  man> 

words."
Ju n io r—“To sling the bull is to  say  ̂

l i t t le  in a g rea t many words, so as to give ' 
the impression tha t you a re  lam iiiar  with 
w hatever the tex t  is covering. '

Senior— "To iJing the  bull is to  say as 
much as posible in  well chosen words so as 
tu  convey the  im pression th a t  you are  
fam iliar  with the  m ate r ia l  un d e r  exam ina
tion, in spite of the  fact th a t  you have 
been unable to devote siiflic ieat e l lo i t  
to  study adequate ly  an unduly difficult  as- 
Fignment."

The Duke A m bassadors to  play for Home 
Coming . . . I 've had a sneak preview  of
the p lans . . . Greatl  . . . L et 's  gel behind
the  com m ittee and pu t  the  plans in to  re- 
i'lity . . . Don t  fo rget the  date, Oct. 31 . . . 
Might as well get you r  dates  lined  up 
now . . . Ja ck  Ja m es  and Holland Taylor 
came back f rom  a lish ing  t r ip  one week
end last sum m er with a ta le  of how they  
caught m ore than  400 iish  . . . Wow! . . . 
Hut, th a t 's  w hat they  said . . . P rof. Rey
nolds has th e  big one th a t  d idn 't  get
away, ail m ounted  and hang ing  in  Tiie
Grill fo r  all tp see . . . S u m m er rom ances 
which b losscm td  in Yellowstone N ational 
P a rk  are  Bob P helps and M eryle  Mauldin, 
Doug E dw ards and Ann S toddard  . . . The 
P layers  are  busy working on ti ie ir  f irs t  
production  . . . "The Glass M enagerie  "

Air Haid Is being hea rd  once again as 
frosh  girls h i t  the  d ir t  , . . Only th ir ty  s tu 
den ts  have failed  to pay th e ir  s tu d e n t  
body tees  . . . iSveryone is p leased  th a t  
th e  new revisions of the  constitu tion  have 
passed . . . Many po in ts  of d iscrim ination  
have been erased  . . .  Do you notice the  
lack of up p e r  classm en on th e  campus?

. The new  h a ir  styles for boys change 
every day . . , F irs t  they  w ere Mohawks, 
and  now they look like B uddhis t monks.

Did you know th a t  N orth  D orm  was the 
f irs t  coed gym in the  South? . . .  If you 
want to lea rn  to Humba, be su re  to see 
i i i lda  A le jan d re  or M arissa Caussade 
The girls f rom  South  ot the  B order  can 
lea lly  show how its done . . .  i f  you missed 
the  slides of L averne  B rady 's  t r ip  to 
F ian ce  >ou missed a t rea t  . . .  It has h ap 
pened  . . . £m m y  Lou Sockwcll is en 
gaged . . . “F o r  Whom The Bell Toiled 

. . Lulu  B unke r  and  G era ld  White 
Je a n  N u n n am ak er  and  Ja ck  Ja m es  
Sh ir ley  Swank and  George C hapm an 
J e a n  Tew is now  tak ing  some n igh t

a n d " w  H ■ ' Monday
and W ednesday n igh ts  are  successful
1 he P h .  Psi Cli s ta ff  is hard  a t  w ork

you have any adver t isem en t leads be 
“ure  to tell York Brannock . . . s t u d e n ts

can Bovvden a handsom e brief  ease as a 
going-away p resen t  . . .  The S tu d en t Leeis 
la tu re  alloted $275 fo r  the  Home r ^ J in g

m u t e :  w t l d ' u  Com.
th e  cloci* s e ^  n  
fers frnm c  campus still suf-rtrs from Suitcaseitis . Dopc ^

>he team  if ' ® support

FORIIER EI.OIN SPORTS STAR DIES IN WRECK

___
Billy Rakes, a fo rm er  Elon sp u s  s ta r  from  F leldale, Va., who captained th e  Chri.stian baseball  

team th rough  the  1952 season, m ' de-.th in an autom obile  acc id e n t,  which occu r i^d  n e a r  F ra n k 
lin, Va., early  on Satu rday  mori ing, A ugust 15th, while he and  a par ty  of f i ie n d s  w ere  e n ro u te  

to the  beach.

Honored In His Own Home Town..
Som ew here  th e re  is found an 

old adage th a t  "a p ro p h e t is not 
w ithout honor  save in his own 
country ,"  but th a t  ancien t  saying 
was nev e r  spoken in re fe rence  to 
Billy Rakes, fo rm er  Christian 
sports  s ta r  and Elon g radua te  of 
the  Class of 1952, fo r  the  stocky 
li ttle  sp eedste r  was loved by all 
: nd almost idolized by the  young- 
- lers  of his own ho.'ne t'own.

No recen t g radua te  of Elon Col
lege has been  m ore popu la r  with 
Ms college than  was Billy Rakes 
during  the four years  he  spent be
neath  Old Elo's classic oaks, bu t  
few  of th e  Elon facu lty  and few 
of th e  s tuden ts  knew th e  grip 
which Billy held  upon the  h e a r t 
str ings of the  people of Fieldale, 
Va., the  li t t le  town in  which he 
grew to m anhood.

Indeed , it is doubtfu l w he ther  
even th e  people of F ieldale  i t 
self realized th e  p lace which Billy 
Rakes held  in th e ir  h e a r t s  and in 
the life of the  town un til  th e  li ttle

ath le tic  s ta r  niet his un tim ely  hero  du r ing  his h igh  school days, 
death  in an  automobile accident and he ca rr ied  th a t  speed  on to  

Va., early  on the earn  new honors in  p rep  school 
at H arg rave  and stil l  l a te r  h e re  
on Elon's cv.-n F igh ting  C h ris t ian

near  F rank lin  
morning of August 15th

A feeling  or p rofound  shock 
settled over F ieldale  when the 
news reached  the  li t t le  Virginia 
town th a t  Billy Rakes was dead, 
iind then  f r iends  began recalling 
to them se lves and to  each o ther 
the  m any kind and friend ly  th ings 
th a t  he had  done during  th e  all- 
too-short tw enty-four years ot his 
life.

One of those many t ru e  f riends 
recalled  how Billy had begun, 
when barely  big enough to lug 
th e  load of papers, to carry  a 
p a p e r  rou te  and tu rn  his earnings 
over to  his widowed m other. That 
friend  recalled , too, th e  sm ile and 
th e  ever-p resen t  politeness with 
w hich Billy m et everyone, t ra i ts  
th a t  ea rned  h im  m any friends.

Anyone in  F ie ldale  can te l l  you 
of the  dashing  play th a t  m ade 
Billy a basketball and baseball

teams, w here  he was ev e r  a fav 
cr i te  w ith cage and d iam ond fans.

A fte r  g ia d u a t ic n  h e re  at Elon 
in 1952, young  Rakes w en t back 
home to teach  and coach in  his old 
high school, and f r iends  tell how 
he  was n ever  too busy  to  stop  for 
a chat or a bit of a gam e w ith  
th e  youngste rs  on th e  v acan t  lots; 
and  they  te l l  tha t ,  on th e  day th a t  
he  lay fo r  th e  las t t im e  in  his 
home in his beloved F ie ldale . th e re  
w eie  dozens of thos« you th fu l  
friends and ad m ire rs  who stood 
in th e  yard  and cried  te a r s  as 
b i t te r  as it ih e i r  own fa th e rs  w ere 
dead.

More indicative, p erhaps ,  of th e  
t ru e  k indness of Billy R a k es’ n a 
tu re ,  is th e  s tory of how— even 
w ith  his own chores a t  hom e and

(Continued on P ag e  Four)

Iiifaiilieide. . .  In Reverse

license now '

c n t^ n c e  - .u i r e m e n t s  with an end i„ 

and backs.”

By CURT WELBORNE
How some norm ally  m a tu re  and 

in te l l igen t  people can be changed 
into hollow-headed idiots the  m in 
ute  they  get beh ind  the  wheel 
c.f a ca r  probably  gives psychia 
tr is ts  n ightm ares.

\V hatever th e  cause of th is 
phenom enon—th e  th r i l l  of speed, 
the  sense of power, or simply the 
irres is tab le  u rge to show off— it 
costs lives daily. The pathetic  
p a r t  is tha t  m any of those killed 
are  pedestr;ans , whose only crime 
IS being unab le  to  ru n  fast 
enough to  keep  out from  u n d e r  
the  wheels of a m onste r  sh r iek 
ing aro u n d  a blind  co rn e r  of an 
in tersection  or th rough  stop s irn s  
and lights.

If  we t rea ted  th e  r igh ts  of o th 
ers as callously in our social eon- 
lacts as we do on th e  road (behind 
th e  p rotection  of a couple of tons 
of mobilized metal) we would have 
*ur noses f la t tened  several tim es 

a day.

'ie s .  It takes a rea l big deal be- 
■nnd th e  wheel to m ake people 
'c a t t e r  like ^

th a t  of a three-year-o ld  sc ra tch 
ing off cn his m am a's  broom. If 
th e  sim ilarity  of the  rap t  physi
ognomies doe.sn't convince you. 
th e n  listen  carefully  to  th e  neigh
jb o r s  boy's vocal m otor and t i r t

^catter  like chickens on a c roL -  

";li^ ' “ ‘h e r  m otoris ts out

• L i "-Noiting ways to do this) and 
niake nght-of-way.s where none 
normaly exist.

K »  is easy to
ttribute lethally inconsiderate 

'■r'Ving habits to ignorance or 
imp.e feeble-mindedness, but it 
a .  already been noted that driv

e s  are normally intefligent in 
n.ost other respects. Even those 
«o-wheel hot rod boys have lo 

l^now enough to read the E's X's 
‘*nd Z s on license test eye-charts 

and write their names. I t  is this 
department's view that inconsider- 

c driving is born of infantilism 
pure and unadulterated.

If this strikes you as being an
over-simplification. compare the 
acial expre^ ion  of a driver t  
jet-propelled, tire-squalling take

off at a crowded intersection with

noises while h e ’s p laying cops and 
robbers . Ring true?

Yes, a g rea t  deal of th is t ire -  
squealing, m otor-racing, inconsid
era te  driv ing  is no th ing  m ore  than  

’a game played by b i g - l i m b e c  kids 
of assofted  ages f rom  IG up. Ju s t  
how exciting  these  lovable ch ild 
ren  can m ake the  gam e can be 
ascer ta ined  by to taUng up  the  
score in dead  and m aim ed in the 
new spaper— any issue. The game 
'■  played 24 hours a day, with 
'^cuble and tr ip le  headers  on S u n 
days and holidays.

W hat can be done about i f ’ 
P robably  nothing. A f te r  all “kids 
'•.111 be Rids.’’- Y o u  rem em b er  th a t  
axiom and  we live by axioms; 
^aves the  w ear and fea r  of th in k 
ing.

Education  of d r iv e rs ’ H ah ' 
j Many lea rn  no th ing  from ' serious 

n n p u ry  to  them selves in accidents 
caused by th e i r  puer i le  acts. This I  

fa talism; i f s  realism. B u t '  
cheer  „p . T here  a re  some posi
tive steps we can tak e  to  protec* 
ourselves. In the  public in te res t  
we list th em  below:

f o r  p e d e s t r i a n s

a s ’ i f ^ ? ' ? "  ^ " ‘°™ °biles in sight 
I as I f  each w ere  opera ted  by a 
scream ing idiot, in  m anv /
j o u ’ll be right. ^

2 . N ever be so naive as to pay 
a t ten tion  to  stop lights at in te r 
sections. Few  m otoris ts do.

, n f '  ^^‘ ‘'" a te  the  distance
^ e e d  and flight p a t te rn  of auto-

^igns ^ L d t e l l - t a l e  
'g n s  and  signals such as t i re

r - e - r k ) ° " t ' ° “ " " " ’^  ‘=°™ «s (e-e-e- 
e k), t i re  noises cn  take-off

-a-a -a -ekk!) ,  sc ream s of p e d S

bum pers (vary! 
" ‘th  age, sex, etc.), and the  v a r^  
•ous types of m uffle r  sounds (Hol-|

l,ywood, g u t te d ,  s tra igh t ,  ru s ted -  
out. etc.) NOTE: By careful study 
of the  D oppler  effect, one can be 
come qu ite  clever a t  e s t im a ting  

t im e-cf-arriva ;,  point:-of-contact, 
:ind m uch o th e r  usefu l stuff.

4. (A) In  m aking  y o u r  escape 
f rom  an  o n rush ing  car,always r e 
m em b er  to  run  at r ig h t  ang les to 
th e  p a th  of vehicle. (The s tudy  of 
geom etry  will prove benefic ia l in 
th is  respect.)

(B) W hile w alk ing  always 
have an  escape ro u te  an d  sa n c tu 
ary  in m ind  a t  all tim es. Rough, 

obstacle-filled te r ra in  is b es t  for 
escape from  low-slung cars. J e ep s  
and T-M odels o ffe r  special p ro b 
lems. L arge  bu ild ings and  con
cre te  ab u tm en ts  m ake th e  best 
s topping places. Always keep 
th em  betw een you and  th e  car. 
Watch fo r  f lying glass.

Always ca rry  com plete  iden- 
t . i ica tion  w ith you a t  all t im es—  
nam e, address , n ex t  of kin, and 
blood type. (Don’t  fo rge t  th e  R h 
factor.) NOTE: Most hosp ita ls  r e 
qu ire  verifica tion  of your  hospital 
in su rance  before  admission. Many 

i insurance  policies of th is  type  are  
ne t  too bulky (being w r it te n  most- 
Jy in sm all p r in t)  and  can be  ea r 
n e d  easily  on th e  person. •

6 - T he  decoy m ethod  of escape 
l i  used  by som e pedes tr ians , al- 
tho u g h  It IS adm itted ly  not too 
ethical. Basically it consists of ob 
se rv ing  all th e  above ru le s  and 
m addition, m ak ing  su re  you al- 
v.ays walk w ith ' someone else This 
V'ay, w hen d an g e r  th rea ten s ,  you 
« n  always ru n  away from  y L r  

companion. Chances are , th e  car 

a t t ra c te d  to  h im  ins tead  
you. (Odds increase  w ith  m ore  

companions. However, in  la rg e  
crowds stay outside of th e  group

IiightT
f o r  m o t o r i s t s

1. T h e re  is no hope fo r  m otor-
ists.

2 . Good luck.

jottings  

from here 

and there

B y  JA M E S  W A G O N E R

(E D IT O R  S N O T E: The writer, , 1,5 

c o n t r ib u te d  th is  co lum n to  the Msroun 

a n d  G o ld  th is  w eek , tran sfe r red  to tior 

f ro m  T e m p le  College  of Chattanooga, 

T en n e sse e ,  w h e re  he  was editor-in-chief 

of th e  “ T e m p le  T im es" ,  the  college neirs. ' 

p a p e r  o f  t h a t  inst i tu t ion .)

A m id  so m u c h  th a t  is uncertain, tliere 

is one  th in g  su re ;  E lon  College will gi,e 

in  r e tu r n  w h a t  one  offers  to Elon. As I 

e n te r e d  th e  g a te s  in to  the  campus of El-ju 

th is  t h o u g h t  cam e  to  me, and I realized 

th e n  th a t  o n e  m u s t  h av e  a goal in tlie ti«- 

g in n in g  f o r  c o n t in u in g  his education, aad 

su re ly  th e  g rav e  is n o t  th a t  goal.

My f i r s t  im p re ss io n  came from former 

p r e s id e n t  of t h e  E lon  s tu d e n t  body-Roger 

G ibbs. H is  w a rm  w elcom e made me feel 

a t  h em e . H e  g ave  m e  information about 

th e  school, su c h  as  th e  accreditation, the 

w e l l - t ra in e d  facu lty , th e s  pecialized train

ing  fo r  w o rk  in  v a r io u s  fie lds of life, tlie na

tu r a l  b e a u ty  of th e  campus, the fu'Jy 

eq u ip e d  bu ild ings , an d  th e  extra-curricular 

ac tiv ities .

H e th e n  e s c o r te d  m e  th rough  the beau

t i fu l  c o lo n n ad es  of E lon to observe the 

cam pus, to  t h e  M ooney Building; the 

Sc ience  B u ild ing ,  th e  C arl ton  Library, ard 

th e  W h it ley  A u d ito r iu m , These, too, le3 

th e i r  im p re ss io n s .

I le a r n e d  th a t  sm a ll  clases made it 

posib le  to  h av e  c lo se r  con tac t with studenU 

an d  facu lty .

All of th is  in fo rm a t io n  gane me a “shof- 

in - th e -a rm ” of en th u s ia sm . Enthusiasm is a 

m agic  key, w ith o u t  w hich  few people open 

d o o rs  to  h a p p in e s s  and  success, I needed 

to  possess  th i s  i n h e r e n t  quality of en

th u s ia sm , I a m  u n a b le  to  imagine a Lou 

G e h r ig  w i th o u t  en th u s ia sm  for a great 

g a m e — o r an  A b ra h a m  Lincoln without en

th u s ia s m  f o r  th e  h ig h e s t  of ideals. So, I 

co n s id e red  i t s  m e a n in g  in  every area of 

college life , a n d  qu ick ly  recognized its 

m agic  q u a l i ty  a s  a  s e c re t  of' worthy ac

complishment.  'With en thus ia sm  any t a i  

cou ld  be  d o n e  w ith  less  effort, Webster 

de f in es  e n th u s ia s m  as  “divine possession 

o r  in sp i r a t io n .’ T h is  p lu s  quality  can maie 

poss ib le  su c cess  a n d  sati.sfaction in col

lege.

S t ra n g e  as  it m a y  seem , as I thought on 

th e se  th ings , I co u ld  n o t  tru thfully  ây. 

h av e  no  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  do something, get 

som e th in g ,  ach iev e  som e th in g ,” 1 discov

e re d  th e n  t h a t  I now  have possibiiilies 

w hich  a r e  g r e a t e r  th a n  I had  contemplated.

I saw  t h a t  E lo n  can  o f fe r  days filled witb 

o p p o r tu n i t ie s  a n d  m y  ta s k  is to make tie 

m ost  of each.

I s t r iv e d  to  ge t  m y  th ink ing  straiglit; 

to  g e t  an  o b jec tive ;  to  know where I 

■wanted to  go. I  a sk e d  G od to give me fai'Ji 

in  m yself , in  m y own abilities. The doer 

of o p p o r tu n i ty  is o.pened and it is up to 

m e to  a t ta in  th e  k ey  of efficiency, wliicii 

w ill p e r m i t  m e e n t r a n c e  into n#aily every 

scho lastic  ro o m  o f  th e  E lon household.

Yes, E lon  C ollege  m ad e  its impression 

on m e  an d  no w  i t ’s u p  to  me to make an 

im p re ss io n  on E lon  College.

This  is m y  o p p o r tu n i ty  unlimiteii,' Tbis 

i.‘ th e  b e s t  h o u r  o f  m y  life. Jus t tiiiiA 

th e r e  s a lw ays ro o m  a t  th e  top  of the iiiSi" 

es t m o u n ta in ,  a n d  I h av e  th e  same oppof'

1 u n i ty  to  sca le  t h e  m o u n ta in  top. Success 

will n o t  com e t*  m e; I  m u s t  labor to reacli 

it '  I t  is u p  to  m e to  a t ta in  it. This is 

c lea r ly  p e rc e iv e d  by th e  g rea t  essayist 

E m e rso n  w h en  h e  p e n n e d ,  “He who tiiinls 

success, has  t u r n e d  h is  back on failure.

T h u s  I co n c lu d ed — J.  W.—Look ahead' 

Gaze o u t  in to  th e  fu tu re !  Set your 

fa r  afield! N e v e r  r e t re a t !  A ttem pt to niske 

each  today  ex ceed  each  yes terday . AWAKi! 

Be am bitious!  You h av e  no t lost the battle. 

SU C C E SS is yours. T ak e  it.


